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A

SERMON, &.

ISATAH, Chap. xlii. Ver, 10, |

SING UNTO THE LORD A NEW SONG, AND HIS
PRAISE FROM THE END OF THE EARTH: YE

THAT GO DOWN TO THE SEA, AND ALL THAT
IS THEREIN; THE ISLES AND THE INHABIe
TANTS THEREOF,

¥ X% ID we hear the voice of the Prophet at this

inftant, fpeaking in thofe energetic terms ;
did we fee his venerable form and his perfuafive
manner, Thould we not be impreffed with awe and
reverence, and conclude that he was fent on a fo-
Jlemn muffion to us; to call to our remembrance

the favours we have recetved, and the duty of

thanks which we owe to our Almighty Bene-
fator ? |

And do we not ftill hear him in his fublime in-
vocation, and can we refufe to apply 1t to our
B 3 own
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own parncular cale and nation ? The facred

eTUMEN are now no more; but their commands
are of perpetuai obligation, becaufe they flow
from the {pirit of truth, and are infpired by that
God, who 15 everlafting, Let not, then, the dif-
tance of time or place weaken the force of the

Scripture precepts, nor lead us to fuppofe that we
were not equally in the contemplation of the Pro-
phe‘" and Apoftles with thofe to whom they im-
mediately addrefied themielves, and equally called
upon to profit by their promifes, their invitations,
and therr threatenings.

Lichtly as the comforts of religion may be ef-
teemed by a giddy world 1n general, and {uperci-
Liouflv as the Divine Oracles are treated by fome

who are wife in thelr own conceit, but want the
wifdom that 15 from on high, may it, to the end
of time, be the pride and the happinefs of this na-
tion, to refer all to God——to have a holy reliance
on tum for fupport in trouble, and a grateful
enie oi all the mercies he has vouchiafed to us,
which not onlv  our Fathers have told us of,”

i,
F

but wiich ¢ we have {een with our own eyes.“

~the people, who in the hour of calamity

r"t'

1old of an Almighty friend, who can fay

-~

ot thewr enemy, in the words of Hezekiah, “with
““ him 15 an arm of flefh, but with us is the living

« God,
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 God, to help us; 4nd to fight our baitles”
Happy the people, who, hé,ving wittietfed thg ins |
terpofition of heaven in their defénce, give God -
the gloty; and while they honour the inftruments
of his power and his bounty, with a firm faith; _If
fepofe their future truft « on the rock of ages:” .

Undet the Jewith difpenfation, we have fre-
quent inftances of public and private thankigiv-
ings for fignal mercies. Mofes fang praifes to
God, with the Ifraelites, immediately after the
great deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, |

and the paffage of the Red Sea. The fong of
Deborah and Barak is full of the nobleft {enti-

ments of gratitude to God, to whom thie victory
over Sifera was juftly afcribed. The pious David,
in the fublimeft ftrains of devotion, célebrates the
goodnefs of the Lord on a variety of interefting
occafions 3 and even Nebuchddnezzar, w{w, for
pride, had been degraded to the vileft condi-
tion, when he found his underftanding reftored,
“ blefled the Moft High, and praifed and ho-
“ noured him, whofe dominion is an everlafting

““ dominion, and his kingdom from generation to
*“ generation.”

But it 1s fuperfluous to cite mote proofs of this
grateful difpofition, from Jewith or Pagan hiftery.
All nations, in all ages of the world, though they .

B 4 ~ might
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micht be 1gnorant of the true God, have enter-
tained fome notions of a {uperior power, and have
cgladly paid their acknowledged deity the tribute
of praife, when they participated in bleflings, or
ezpﬂrl-;c;:d deliverance from :lls, And fhall
Chriftians be unmindiul of a fuperintending Pro-
vidence, md of the greater obligations they are
under, to return the homage of love and thank{-
aiving when they receive favours, and cannot but
confels to whom alone they owe them? We are
favoured with all the dlumination of divine know-
ledge, with all the profpects that can elevate the
human mind, and fix it on the author of good :
we have promifes to animate our hopes, and to
excite our beft endeavours ; and if we neglect our

duty, we have neither the plea of ignorance, nor

want of encourzgement. Sihg,” then, ¢ unto
““ the Lord a new fong, and his praife from the
““ ends of the ea*th : ve that go down to the fea,
«« znd all that 15 therein; the iles and the inhabi-

-

Afiemblzd rius day under the pious aufpices of
[v Sovereign, let us fervently join with
ki in the dury wwinch he has recommended by
hisauthor v nd enforced by his example, of pay-
ing cur vows to the King of Kings, for his late gra-
cious ziitirance. o4 for all the mercies we enjoy .
R NI T S R

ind that we o .o perform this with a more lively
zeal,
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zeal, and a more perfet {enfe of its propriety, let
us briefly review fome of the diftinguithed blefl-
Ings we poflefs, not only as men, but as a nation;
and thence be led to prove ourfelves worthy of

their being entailed on us and on our lateft pofte-
rity. |

As men, we owe the warmeft praife and thank{-
giving to the Almighty, at all times and feafons;
becaufe he 15 the author of our being, and has
endowed us with knowledge to trace out his ways,
and to meditate on the wondrous operations of
his hands. The breath he hath given us thould
be fpent in his praife, and every faculty thould be
devoted to his fervice. Mere exiftence howerver,
the ufe of reafon, the food and raiment with
which he vouchfafes to nourith and to clothe our
frail bodies, 1n common with the generzality of the
human race, are not the fingular bleflings, great

as they muft appear to every intelligent mind,
which claim our peculiar thanks.

We have many advantages as a nation, which
tend to fweeten the enjoyment of life itfelf, and

to endear our country tq us. This confideration
ought to furnith a new fource of habitual thank{-

giving, and to infpire us with a refolution to
maintain the pofleflion of our happy lot, and to

tranfmit 1t to our defcendants, unimpaired. And

this
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this can only be done by a due itviprévement 6f
our temporal bleﬂings, and by making therii fub-
fervient to the honour of God, and the good of
our fellow creatures.

By the indulgent difpenfation of the Almiglity,

we have the good fortune to inhabit a land of
riches and plenty, ¢ where the hatvefts yield their
increafe,” and the peafant rejcices in the fruits
of his la.bour; vhere the climate 1s equally rémote
from the extremes of heat and cold, where we
zre neither annoyed by favage beafts nor veno-
mous reptiles, and where every thing that can
embellifh life, or render 1t defirable, 15 diffufed
vith a liberal hand. How are we to evince our
thankrulnefs for this? Not by vain boafting or
zrrogant pride, as if we were the arbiters of our
own deftiny; but by enjoying the bleflings of our
fituation with reafon and moderation, and 1mpart-
ing of our abundance to the neceflitous.—By
avoiding luxury, profiigacy, and {loth, and an

oblivion of I{im, who has benignantly granted us
fuch good things to enjov.

Thzt learning and knowledge, the elegant and
the uteful arts, have been cultivated among us with

¥o 1.tmof‘r; fuccels; that the human mind has, 1n
this rappy ifland, made the greateft poflible ad-
adrances 1o perfedtion, are truths inconteftible,

L

and



[ 11

and exalt us as a nation above all others on the
face of the globe. But in the pride of {ciehce,
let us think and act with humility ; and if God
has been pleafed to fhed a brighter illumination
on our minds, let us not confine 1t within our
breafts, but let us firive to communicate it to the
ignorant : and inftead of tyrannizing over the
weak, or {coffing at the fimple, let us be grateful
for our own fuperior underftanding, and ftudy to
become wife in matters of univerfal importance,
and to the utmoft of our abilities to make others
fo. Thus will our acquirements be truly honour-
able to ourfelves and advantageous to others ; and

the {pirit of knowledge will be fthewn to be tinder
the influence of the {pirt of God.

While many nations fit in the darknéfs of Pa-
gan 1gnorance, or under the delufion of Maho-
metan {uperfuition, it 15 our felicity to enjoy the

olorious hight of the Golpel, and the knowledge
of our Redeemer Jefus Chrift, unmixed with the

deceptive glofles of artful and defigning men.
Let us thew our gratitude for this ineftimable
blefling, by walking 1n the truth with purity and
crrcumipection ourfelves; and by leading thofe
who are aftray, in the {pirit of love and meeknefs,
into the right path that condu&s to eternal falva-
tjion, Let us, while we congratulate ourfelves on
the happy effe&s of our reformation from the grofs -

€ITors '
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errors of popert, and from a humiliating depend-*-
ence on a foreign prieft, be careful to maintain
our principles, and to follow the Scriptures, as
the guide of our condudt and the rule of our
faith.  And at the {ame time that we are animat-
ed with the love of truth let us avoid that intem-
perate zcal, which favours more of a {pirit of con-
tention than a fenfe of Chriftian duty. Taught

by our Church to believe nothing as an article of

faith etcept what may be proved from holy
wrlt, let us neither wreft it from 1ts plam and ob-
-f.:ious meaning, nor allow tradition to {upply the

§i::-.ce of go pel demonftration. But above all,

s applv 1ts pure and unerring precepts fo
thoie practical purpofes of which they are fo
univeriaily fufceptible—% to do good, to love

“ mercy, and to walk humbly with our God.”

Liberry founded on erder, the blifs of blifles be-
low, has, by the kind providence of God, been {e-
cured ro us, and 1s the birth-right and unalienable
inlieritance of every native of this favoured king-
dom_., ?-.'hatﬁ‘a'er mav be his rank, his poflefiions, or
his abilities. It has been preferved and handed
down to ts by our valiant anceftors, 1n {pite of the
frowns of tvrants and the machinations of policy.
Iz is founded on the adamantine column of rea-
fon, by making the ntereit of the fovereign and
the {ubiact the {fame; and 15 guaranteed to us by

a mild
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a mild and well tempered government, which s
equally inimical to illiberal reftraint and favage
anarchy, While the juft and equitable laws un-
der which we live, guard our own perfons and pro-
perty from violation, thiey are equally careful to
prevent us from injuring the perfons, or infring-
ing the property of others. Without this reci-
procal action and re-action of legal inftitution,
the beft framed plans of human policy cannot

enfure happinefs, and freedom 1t{elf becomes a
dangerous poifon.

In a neighbouring nation, we have feen the
moft execrable tyrants that ever difgraced or de-
graded human nature, and who have committed
atrocities under the mafk of liberty, at which
defpotifm would have revolted, tantalizing and
deluding the ignorant multitude with a profti-
tuted name, while the vital principle is loft.

“ They call it freedom, while themfelves are free; "—

free to ravage and deftroy —free to break
through every barrier that the policy of man;
or the injunétion of the Supreme, have efta-
blithed as a fafeguard from crimes. From fuch
freedom, that {ports with life—that violates pro-
perty—that tears afunder every tie that binds

man to {ociety, o links him to heaven, God Al-
mighty preferve us! May we never tafte the bit-

ter
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ter fruits of democratic licentioufnefs, nor mix
the cup of blood. May we reflet on our own
weii-balanced conftitution with confcious pride ;
and while we contemplate the dreadful confe-

quences of unbridled licence, which has overrun

z oreat part of Europe, form the ftedfaft refolu-

tion, never to be feduced from our duty to the

beft of kings, and to that government which af-
fures us all that 15 compatible with the real wel-

rﬂ

tire of man, 1n a flate of polithed fociety *.

Have

Y

* To the refiefting mind, the awful {cenes that have pafled
¢n the continent will not be deftitute of improvement. Provi-
cence, which  from feeming evil f{ull educes good,” may pro-
bably have intended that we thould profit at the expence of our
rival France, and that we thould reap experience from her er-
rors and her crimes.  Indeed meoeral inftruétion was never com-
municated 1n 2 fouder voice, or written in more legible charac-
ters, The dreadiul effetts of national convulfions are here pour-
trayed in zttitudes that cannot allure, and 1n colours that cannot
doceive, The mad infztuation of the lower clafles, in that de-
voizd country, who only {erved as a ladder for the demagogues
to rife, and than were thrown afide like ufelefs {caftolding, when
the fzbric was {uppofed to be reared, may teach the people of
every nation to avoid the fnares which the artful {pread to entrap
them; and convince them, that their fate will ever be the fame,
when they prefume to l2y unhallowed hands on the conftitution
6f their country, That thev now enjoy no more than a nominal
Iibertv in France, is a falt too apparent to deceive the moft pre-
juéicz-l. The impoihibility of eftablithing a government, purely
Frriivniaiive, has been proved by thofe who firft adopted the

chimera,
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Have we not juft reafon for thankf{giving on
this fubject too? Ought not ¢ the ifles and the

¢ inhabitants thereof” to be grateful to God, for

ordering their lot, where no proud oppreflor can
do them wrong—no reftlefs innovator efcape the

contempt of the wife, and the reprobation_'of the
virtnous ! -Infenfate muft that heart be, that
would with to endanger the public {ecurity for
the attainment of any vifionary good; and crimi-
nal muft he be, who would net unite in repelling
infolent aggreflion and vindictive rage, to rob us

and our pofterity for ever, of all that has raifed
us to eminence in the {cale of nations, of all that
{weetens the fruition of life, and renders us the
objects of envy to our very foes.

chimera, and who {peedily faw its futility. What influence
have the primary aflemblies on the deliberations of govern-
ment? Little or none. They who are deftitute of property will
ever be at the beck of fuch as poffefs it ; and they can only be
ufed as engines to promote the intereft or withes of their {upe~
riors, by returning them or their friends as electors.

The eletive franchife is unqueftionably an invaluable privi- -
lege, when placed i1n independent hands ; but thould it ever de-
fcend to the mafs of the people, in this or any other country, i
would only exalt the confequence of the ambitious and artful
demagogue, without conferring a fingle benefit on themfelves,
It wonld even render them obnoxious to infults, perplexities,
and lofles, of which, fortunately for themfelves, they have now

no idea, and which I truft they will never know by dear bough't
experience,

If
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If each of the advantages I have enumerated,
which belong to us as a nation, and I might eafily
have increaled the catalogue, deferves our grati-
tude to heaven, and binds us in indiffoluble
bands to our country, how much ought the ag-
gregrate to affedt us? How thankful ought we
to be, that hitherto we have not loft one of them,
and thzt the machinations of our enemies have
been turned to their own deftru&ion, whenever
they have aimed to deprive us of our rights, or to

Invade OUr ferritorles,

The fignal victories which we this day com-
memorate, gained on our native element, ought
to infpire us with the well grounded hope, that
they are only the earneit ot that complete {uc-
cefs which will crown our endeavours, whenever
our adverfaries attempt to put their malignant
threats In execution.

But o prove ourfelves worthy of the mercies
we have received, and to affure a continuance of
them, ill the prefent awful conteft is at an end,
let us {erioufly refledt, that 1t behoves us to con-
quét ourfelves, as thofe who are confcious, ¢ that
‘ the Lord 15 nigh to all that call upon him, to

« g]] that call upon him in truth, that he will
« fulfil the defire of thofe that fear him, that he

« will alfo hear their cry, and will fave them.”
While

¥,
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While we feel it our bounden duty to be thank-
ful and to exprefs our gratitude with our lips, let
usremember thatwe cannot really honour God, un-
lefs we ftudy to make our hearts and our ways right
before him. Qur devotion 1s then only genuipe,
when it flows from & love and obedience to his
laws ; and the momentary impul{e of praife thould
be kept awake and made s fixed principle of our-
lives,. if we hope to render ourfelves objes, de-
{ferving the continued favour and prote&tion of

the Moft High.

At this frage of the conteft, I truft, I need not
labour to make you {enfible, that the war we now
wage 15 the moft awful and important of any in
which we were ever engaged. After a generous
but neffe¢tual ftruggle to refcue other nations
from the overwhelming torrent, we now .combat
{olely for ourfelves. We do not fight for glory,
for conqueft, for ambition, felf-intereft, or re-
venge ; we are only contending for oyr exiftence
as an Independent nation ;—for our laws, liberty,
‘religion, and homes ;—for the deareft pledges of
our affection 3 and for that property, be it fmall
or great, which we legally poffefs, and which our
enemies with to wreft from our oraip. |

W hatever burdens the neceffities of the ftate 1m- |
pole upon us, and great and unexampled they un-
C doubtedly

¢
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doubtedly are, let us bear them without reluc-
tance, to the beft of our abilities. To keep the
horrors of war from our borders, 1s the fole aim
of government; to gain us permanent {ecurity is
the object to which all its exertions are directed.
In this view, who can withhold his perfonal or
pecuniary afliftance, who does not avow himfelt
s traiter o his country, and the abettor of its in-
veterate foes! The adverfary we have to con-
tend with is not attuated by common motives of
hoftihicy, nor carries or war by comumon means.
The die 15 now caft—the mafk 1s thrown off—
the {ubterfuges of cunning are no longer reforted
to. 'We are teld 1n exphicrt terms, that our con-
{fritution, our g:or}, our power muft fall ;—that
we madt fubmit to unconditional terms, and re-
fign our long accuired empire over the feas ;—or
in other words, that Britain and France cannot
exift in the {ame hemiiphere, and that the de-
firuétion of the one muft be the pledge of the
OTHET S 1eCUnty.

-l

Wiuch as we muft deplore that we are obliged
o combat with an enemy, “ who,” to adopt the
lzneuage of the inipired Dantel, {o applicable to the
rimes, * through his roricy fhall caufe
cx 4 FT 0 profper, and by pEAcE fhall deftroy
“ menv: il we cught to derive fome confola-
tion frem the refle&tion. that we have lefs to dread
from
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form his open violence than his infidious friend-
thip. The fate of the reft of Europe, which has
unfortunately been cajoled by vague but artful
profeffions, reads an awful leflon to us ¢ not to
« put our truft in man but in the living God.”

“ Truft ye,” then, “ 1n the Lord for ever, for in
« the Lord Jehoval 1s everlafting ftrength.”

Juftly as we honour the agents in the hands of
God, who have been the happy inftruments of
our deliverance from impending dangers, let us
not from thence be vainly induced to depend
“ on the arm of flefh,” but en Him, who can de-
feat the beft laid plans, difcomfit the ftrongeft
force, render wifdom, folly, and courage, rathnefs.
“ The race 1s not always to the {wift, nor the bat- |
“ tle to the firong.” An omnifcient eye fees all
the relations of things ; an Almighty arm direéts
events as 1t pleafes; and natural caufes are only
emanations of His will who orders all for the beft,
though fhort-fighted man cannot always pierce

the impending gloom, nor trace the power that
manages the ftorm.

But while we profefs to believe in a Sovereign
Ruler, who alone can render our efforts propi-

tious, it 1s neverthelefs incumbent on us to ufe
thofe means which Providence has put into our

Ca power—



[ 20 ]

power—to guard our coafts from annoyance,
and to be vigilant to repel the firft attempts
aozinit our queet and independence. In fhort,
while we 1n all things retain a2 humble reliance on
the Divine favour and protection, not to be want-
ing to ourfelves nor flack in our endeavours.

U"

And nothing can more effectually fruftrate the

defigns of our foes, than a cordial co-operation of

2t

partics 1n the defence of our common couns
v, To {ow diilenfion between the rulers and
the rulcq, the government and 1ts {ubjects, has
peen the too {uccefstul policy of our adverfa-

ries ; and by this means one half of the nation
thev have overrun, has been armed againft the

other.

Pefuiferous, however, as thewr principles may
be, and foothing to the ears of ignorance as they
undoubtedly are, I cannot fuppolfe, that there 1s
one Briton born, who would lend a helping hand,
a faveuring voice, to the deftruction of his coun-
Ty who would not, on the contrary, fOFG"et the
httle animofities which difturb men in the beft
ordered {tate of focicty, and zealoufly join 1n pro-
teliine his native {oil from the devaftation of
a5, from the pillage of property, from the pol-
lution of virtue, nnd the deftruction of thofe {a-

cred
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cred tights, which his anceftors have fealed with
their blood *. o

I have a better opinion of the patriotifm of my
countrymen than for a moment to apprehend,
that however they may differ about matters of
trivial 1mport, they will not be united in effen-
tials, whenever the crifis approaches. I {ee thofé
generous, but fometimes deluded men, who are
purfuing chimeras, when dangef 15 at a diftance,
and amufing their heads with fine fpun theories
of fancied, but unattainable perfetion, in govern-
ment, ftart at the firft real infult to our fhores,
and laying afide the petty fquabbles which agi-
tate 1dle minds, ruth to partake in the glory of
our mutual defence.

What! Shall the defcendants of thofe who ne-
ver could brook a domeftic tyrant, fubmit to re-

* "The impolicy, the grofs impolicy of dividing this nation
into favourers and opponents of the French revolution, every
day becomes more apparent, (Call a man an ¢ incorrigible Ja-
* cobin,” and you certainly make him fo. Fulf principles,
taough they ought to be expofed, are only propagated by the
virnlence of mifapplied inveive 5 and I truft French principles
will never be jutly imputed to any confiderable number of think«

‘g men, in this kingdom. It is the duty of every good fubject
.2 conciiate, not to divide.

celve
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ceive the law from 1nfolent- and infidieus fo-
reigners ! from that very nation which they have
always {purned for its duplicity, and nidiculed
for its cowardice ? Shall the plain integrity, the
undefigning honour of Britons, be duped by
the artifice of thofe who never could conquer
No! I augur better
things of the fenfe and f{pinit of my country.
And if ever there was a pertod 1in the hiftory of
this nation, in which unanimity was more pecu-
Liarly requifite, it 1s the prefent;—if ever there
was a period 1n which all perfonal refentments
and all party attachments thould be abforbed in
the public good, it 1s the prefent ;—if ever there
was a period when 1t became a {olemn duty to
unite wirh one heart and one hand, to thew the
enemy the futilitv of thetr plans, and the vanity
of their hopes, 1t 15 the prefent.

"

them bt force of arms?

On the prefen: momentous crifis, the fate of
ourfelves and our lateft pofterity depends; and
lie who cramps the energy- of government, when
directed to the great objed of our defence, or
does not lend his active and voluntary aid to
{firenpthen its arm, will not only be guilty 1n the
eves of his cotemporaries, but of tlhons un~
born. |

Far
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Far be it from ‘me to recommend a crufade
againft any Independent nation, however delete-
Tious its principles or criminal its internal con-
duc. For the follies or the crimes of other
countries we cannot be refponfible. - Far be 1t
from me, either in this place or in my private ca-
pacity, to exult in any victory, except what is
oained on purely defenfive ground, or to invoke
- the God of battles™ to fupport views of aggran-
dizement, even at the expence of our moft inve-
terate foes. Aggreflive war 1s {o repugnant to the
mild {pirit of Chrifhanity, that I cannot regard 1t
without horror. I bewail its untimely vi¢tims;—
I figh for the defolation 1t occafions ; but neither
religion nor reafon forbid us to be ftrenuous -in
protecting our own lives, rights, and properties,
or in carrying that deftru®ion to the coafts of our
enemy, which he meditates to bring on ours.
Self-defence 1s the firft law of nature ; and every

law of unperverted nature, under the.limitations
which religion and fociety have eftablithed, be-

comes a lacred duty.

Such being our fituation-—while we put up

our fervent prayers for {uccefs in all our lawful
enterprifes, both by fea and land, and return the
Almighty our warmeft and moft pious thanks for
the gracious aid we have already experienced, let
us not forget, as men and Chriftians, to implore

Him
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Him to turn the hearts of our enemies, and to in-
cline them to liften to overtures of juft and libe-
ral accommodation, which they have hitherto- re-
jeéted and defpifed. May He convince them,
amidit the {plendor of their triumphs over lefs
fortunate nations than our own, and the infolence
of ufurped power over their own people, that
there 1s a potentate above all, who by His fingle
fiat, can “ abate their pride, aflwage their malice,
“ and confound their devices ;”'—who can reduce
them who now lord it over their brethren, to
their original infignificance; and teach thofe who
defpiie his ordinances and contemn his majeity,

% that they are but the creatures of a day, while
“ he endureth for ever and ever.”

And, O moft merciful God, while we offer up
our peutions for our mioft bitter foes, that they
may be brought back to thy truth, and become
tnfpired with {fentiments of juftice and humanity,
ogrant thy bleffing to our gracious king, and to all
his fubjedts of every rank. Proteét them as with
a thield from the adverfary; profper their ho-
neft endeavours to defend their native land from
all aggrefiion; crown their efforts with fuccefs;
and 1n thy good time, and by means invifible to
our eyes, reftore them to the {weets of peace and
permanent fecurity. And haften, O haften thole
happy days, ¢ when nation fhall no longer fight

againf’c
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« againft nation, neither thall there be war any

« more,” when the kingdom of thy Son fhall be
extended over all the earth s and man created 1n

thy divine fimilitude, fhall bear in mind his ce-
leftial origin, nor longer deform the works of thy

hands, by baneful ambition or malignant pal-
fions |

FINTIS.



