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Plalih xeviL. 1. 2.

The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoice: lei the

Multitude of the Ifles be glad thereof. Clonds
and Darkuefs are round about bim: Righteoufnefs
and Judgment are the babitation of his T brone,

~anc2 ¢ S 0B DO S0 o

THIS Pfalm is fuppofed to have been written, after
David had brought up the Ark to Zion; in order that
the Ifraelites, who were then in great diftrefs, mighg
be infpired with confidence in God.

Upon an occafion as folemn, and as important, as
perhaps any that ever occurred to the Pfalmift, we
are called upon, to truft in Divine Providence, and
to blefs God’s holy Name, for the Victories which
our Fleets have obtained over the: Enemies of this
Country. Such acknowledgements are our indifpen-
fible duty, as appears from this Scripture: ¢« Call
¢¢ upon me, faith God, in the day of Trouble; I will
 hear thee, and thou fhalt glority me.”

The beft way to enfure prefent Mercies, is to be
thankful for them. And if we will not glorify God,
when He hath, at our requeft, delivered us, we may
dread his Anger for our Ingratitude.

B Though
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Though the Lord hath heen gracious, in the Vies
tories which He hath wrought for us; and for which
we may rejoice before him: yet, when we confider
fully our Situation, we can only rejoice with trem-=
bling. For, when viewing the inftances of (od’;
difpleafure againft Nations, on account of their tranfe
greflions: when confidering the Iniquities of thig
Land, in which we muft, with fhame, include our
ewn Sins: and when contemplating the dark Cloud
gathering around us, whofe Spirits do not failr We
muft fly to the facred Scriptures, and to the Words of

our Text, in the hope, that they inay enable us all to
fook to God.

f {half endeavour to fhew, ¢ that the Lord reign-
« eths that though Clouds and Darknefs are round
« about him, the multitude of the Ifies may be glag,
¢ a5 Righteoufnefs and Judgment are the habitation
% of his Throne,” How animating are thefe Words!
How applicable to our Cale!

We derive much of our knowledge from Analogy.
We fee that certain Caufes, produce invariably certain
Effets, Certain Altions produce certain Confes
quences. Virtue and Happinefs, Vice and Mifery,
are infeparable. This fhews the moral Government
of God. This fa& -was admitted by Philofcphers of
old. But happy we, who are not confined to invefti-
gate the foot-ftéps of Jehovah, by the dim light of
Nature alone; for his Will is fo confpicuous, in his
Word, that ¢ he, whoruns, may read.”

I
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Tn the firft ages, the wickednefs of Man was fo
great, asto induce the Almighty ¢ to repent that He
s¢ had made Man upon the Earth.” He therefore de-
firoyed all the Human Race, except Noah and his
family, ¢ Noah was a juft Man; and perfeét in his
¢¢ Generation: and Noah walked with Ged,” Hence
it was that God fpared him,

The Lord’s care, over the Ifraelites, is another
proof that ¢ He reigneth over all.” We fee them
evil-entreated by the Egyptians, and purfued to the
Red Sea; where they could have had no profpeét but
to. be cut off, or driven into the Sex. When, lo!
God affures Mofes, ¢ He would fight for them.”
They pafled through the Sea; the Waters divided be-
fore them @ but, as the Egytians purfued, the Sea re-
turned, and defiroyed all the hofts of Pharach. We
might continue the miraculous hiftory of this People.
How the Lord fed them with Manna forty years, till,
through his help; they had defeated all their Enemtes,
and were conducted into the Land of Canaan. The
abominations of the Canaanites provoked God to
anger ; and He drove them out of their own Land;
which he gave for an heritage to Hrael,

Ancther inftance, of Divine Interpofition, is re-
corded in the Second Book of Kings. Sennacherib
had conquered a variety of Countries, And when he
came up againft the good King Hezekiah, he prefumed
upon a continuance of his Victories, His language
much refembles the mode of expreflion ufed, by our
Enemies, againft this Country. And the almoft in-

B2 credible
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eredible fuccels of their General, may be contrafted
with the conquelts of Sennacherib. The latter was
moft favage and wicked; he utterly deltroyed the
lands which he conquered; and carried away the
Ifraclites captive; and Babylonians were placed in
the cities of Samaria, inftead of the Children of Ifrael,
The French Vi€tor hath not difpoffefled of their lands,
the Inhabitants of the Countries which he hath fub-
dued: but he hath levied moflt oppreflive contributions
upon them.

Sennacherib was an Infidel: and, in his Letter to
Hezekiah, expreffeth himfelf in blafphemous terms:
¢ Let not thy God, in whom thou trufteft, deceive
¢ thee, faying, Jerufalem fhall not be delivered into
¢ the hands of the King of Aflyria.” He infinuates
as if God was capable of deceit, and of mifleading
thofe who truft in him. After the Meflengers of
Sennacherib had delivered his menacing Letter, Hezes
kiah went up to the Lord’s Houfe, and fpread the
Letter before the Lord; and faid, < O Lord God of
¢ Ifrael, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all
¢ the kingdoms of the Earth. Lord, bow down thine
¢« Far, and hear; open, Lord, thine Eyes, and fee
¢ and hear the words of Sennacherib, who hath re-
¢ proached the living God. Of a truth, Lord, the
¢ kings of Aflyria have deftroyed the INations, and |
¢ their Lands. Now, therefore, O Lord our God,
¢¢ 1 befeech thee, {ave thou us out of his hand, that
¢t all the kingdoms of the Larth may know, that thou
¢ art the Lord God, even thou only.”

"This
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This excellent Prayer may ferve, as a Copy, in

our prefent dittrefse We need only infert, in the,
place of Sennacherib, the name of our Enemies.

While Hezekiali was waiting for an Anfwer to his
Prayer, the Prophet was commiflioned to fay: ¢ Thus
¢ faith the Lord God, That which thou haft prayed
¢ to me againft Sennacherib I have heard,” The
Lord takes notice of the Aflyrian’s blafphemy; and
of Fis confiding in the multitude of his Chariots.
His attempt was direted againit-a people, under the
fpecial care of God: and He confidered the enterprile
as againft hunfelf.  Hence, he faith of Sennacherib,
¢ T know thy rage againft me: I will put my hook in
¢ thy Nofe, and will turn thee back by the way by
¢ which thou cameft. 1 will defend Jerufalem for
¢ mine own fake; and for my fervant David’s fake.”
And ¢ in that night the Angel of the Lord went out,
¢ and fmote, 1n the Camp of the Aflyrians, an hun-
¢¢ dred fourfcore and five thoufand,” How wonderful

1s God :(—How regardful of his People :—~How faith-
ful to his Promife!

As we believe the Scriptures, that ¢ there is no
variablenefs in God,” what Encouragement may we
derive from his graclous Anf{wer to Hezekiah? We
do not fully know the amazing efficacy of Prayer;
nor what power 1t hath had with-the Almighty,
when his wrath hath waxed hot againft his People.
It hath turned afide his Vengeance ; and prevailed upon

him to receive, with tender Mercy, the once devoted
Obje&Su

We
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We fhall next confider, in what refpells, ¢ the
& [.ord appears encircled with Clouds and Dazknefs.”

When we firflt engaged in the prefent War, moft
of Europe were our Friends. And, viewing fuch
powers united, the prefumption o {peedy Victory
amounted to almoft moral certainty. Thofe whoe
were In the {ecret of Government, and who reafoned
after the manner of Men, pronounced, ¢ that one
¢« Campatgn would finifh the bufinefs, an¢ henour-
¢ ably for this Country,” Such was then our ex-
peCtation. But Experience hath taught us, that
« though Man devifeth his way, the Lord direletl:
¢ his fteps,” Qur calculations were eyroneons, The
Cloud that arefe, and appeared at firft, < jike 2 Man’s
¢ hand,” fpread itfelf i every diretion; contrated
a difmal darknefs; Storm and Tempeft were found

m it.

Thoufands of our Country-Men bravely foughz,
and bled upon the Continent: but they could not
vanquifh the bundreds of thouwfands, that oppofed
them. QOur Friends were alfo overpowered with
numbers, One Ally early withdrew himfelf from
the Union: and made Peace for him{elf. Others havs
atted faithfully, till they have been reduced to the
dire neceflity of accepting, nearly fuch terms, as the
Enemy chofe to diftate. Spain and Holland, {rom
Alliesy, are compeiled to be our Enemies,

In addition to thefe Calamities, we have to [ament
the Expences of the War, 'Taxes, vear after year,
nave
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- have To multiplied upon us, that a confiderable part
of the Income of the more wealthy, muit be appro-
priated to the Exigencies of the State. And none

can fix a limit te the demands, which Parliament
snay yet impoie.

Our Enemies are {o elated with Succefs, and with
fpoils of Cosquelt, asto entertain a hope, and pub-
fifh their threat, of Invading this kingdom, and over-
rurning our Government. The prudent meafures
of Miaiftry, indicate the poflibility, if not the pro-

bability of fuch an'event. 'Thus are we encompailed
with Clouds and Darknefs, 1adeed!

Should the queftion arife, Why hath the Lord thus
hesvily affliCted us? Vam Man! Why wilt thow
orefume to fearch the infcrutable Counfel of the Mofk

High? < His pathis in the great Waters: His foot-
¢ fteps are not known.”

Could you believe certain Peliticians, (Tyros in
Theéology) they would refolve all your doubts, by
attributing every Dhifafter, however unexpefled,
wholly to Adminiftration. Such Men afcribe to Mi-

nifters, what is the peculiar Provinee of God, viz.
the Government of the World.

Who, but Jehovah, can fend the Wiud, ftill the
doifterous Waves, controul the Actions, or change
the Hearts of Men, whe are under the influence and
power of batan ?

The
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The firlt, in Adminiftration, or in Oppofition, are
nothing but Inftruments, under the invifible direction
of the Almighty. They are merely fecond caufes;

Himfelf the grand caufe of all.  He hath made known
his Will.  When that Wiil is difregarded, and Vice

refufes to be controuled, His difpleafure is exafperated,
and is generally inflited upon Tranfereflors, Fire,

although a Patriarch intercedes, may come down,
and-deftroy a wicked City, as it did Sodom, Ven-
geance may afcend from the deep, and fwallow up
thofe who have offended, as in the cafe of Dathan and
Abiram, Or War may be {ent, to punith us for our
Iniquities.  'We read of ¢ the Sword of the Lord and
« of Gideon,” Gideon’s name was here inferted, to
{hew that he was ¢ the Rod” in the Lord’s band.

Thus Kings, their Miniiters, and I'rench Direétors,
reien over, and are permitted to govern Millions;
and appear as a blefling, or a {courge to thofe whom
they govern, not fo much on account of their own
Wifdom, or Virtue, or Vice, as of the Plety or Im-
piety of the Millions over whom they are placed.

We have, thank God, agood King, But were He
¢« a5 Noah, Daniel, or Job,” or better than any who
ever reioned, his own perfonal Virtue, nor his Pray-
ers, though of high eftimation, may not be of fuflicient
avail, to induce the Almighty to avert his Difpleafure

from a wicked People.

If we wifh for peace, we muft co-operate with oux
King.



Lo

King, We muft, as a nation, and individually,
¢ confels and forfake our Sins, and then” we may
claim this gracious promife, # we fhall find Mercy.”

No doubt, the Iniquity of the Land hath highly in-
cenfed God. It beft accounts for his marked Indigna-

tion; and for all our Sufterings.

When there is War between kingdoms; one may
prefume that the ultimate iffue of it will bein favour
of thofe, who love and fear God. Hence, fome have
inferred, that, as France hath difcarded Religion, and
feems to fet Heaven at defiance, We may therefore
hope that the God, whom we ferve, will, ere long,
come forth, and execute Judgment upon our Enemies,
But when we are affured, from refpettable authority,
that, previous to the late Revolution in that kingdom,
¢ ot fewer than twelve thoufand Proteftants received
¢¢ the holy Communion in the City of Paris,” who
dare prefume, that France, as a Nation, hath caft off

God:

There are doubtlefs thoufands in that Country, who
are now ardently defiring peace: Nor is therc one
Individual, among them, who fear{ the Lord, but
what hath long been upon his knees, offering up fuch
defire, as his urgent requeft to God. Though the
Divine Anger hath fallen dreadfully upon them; and
we alfo groan under it: yet as God, in the midft of
Judgment, remembers Mercy: as ¢ His Name 1s
¢ merciful and gracious ; long-{uffering, and abundant
«¢ in Goodnefls and Truth, keeping Mercy for thou-
¢ {ands,” who can doubt of His hearing the Prayers

¢ of
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of his Servants? He notes all our petitions in a Bool;
of Remembrance; but fees it right to defer anfwering
them, and, occahionally, for years.

. There is, perhaps, in the plan of Providence, fome
Intention highly impartant; the Divine Government
may {oon be fignally difplayed; when the Lord may
fit, as ¢ a refiner, and purifier of. Silver;” when He
may {éparate the Silver from the Drofs; preferve the
one, and deftroy the other; when our fidelity to Him;
our Loyalty; our Love for our Country, may be put
feverely to the teft.

Some grounds of hope yet remain, as f{ources of
Confolations The firft, and chief, is the Divine
promife to Chriftians, ¢« All things work together
“ for good to them that love God.” This is as an

Anchor, that never fails, in the moft dreadful ftorm.

Our King hath affured us, that He is defirous of
peace; and we cannot doubt his Sincerity. And every
motive of Wifdom, and Prudence, muft firongly ex-
cite his attention, and anxiety. Under the Adminiftra-
tion of the Minifter, from the clofe of the War in
America, to the commencement of our prefent trou-
bles, the INation had arrived at a height indeed of
Profperity. He was (and the Country recollects He
was) the Inftrument, under God, of raifing Britain
to {fuch fplendour,

The other Minifters poflefs Abilities; moral Cha-

racter; and great Property. But, remembering, how
¢ Ahithophel’s
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s¢ Ahithophel’s Wifdom,” at the prayer of David,
¢ was turned into foolifhnefs;” let us aid the endea-
vours of our King and Parliament, by earneftly folicit-

ing, that God would give them Wifdom, and profper,
and blefs all their plans.

Our numerous, and well-difciplined Army and
Militia, commanded by Men of the firft Families, is
a {ource of much Comfort, 1 our perilous Circum-
{tances.

Our Navy, in a limited fenfe, is our Hope, the
Envy of the World, and is juftly entitled to the
warmeft Gratitude of this Country. But when the
Reply is made, in an{wer to the defigns of our Ene-
mies, ¢ that we have nothing to truft to, but our
¢¢ Navy:” this Sentiment muft be qualified, and ina
Nation, believing Divine Revelation, fuch Reply
ought to be exploded, as it afperfes Jehovah, and
robs Him of this Title: ¢ The Lord of Hofts is his
» What was this Pillar of Strength, fome
time ago, at the Nore? The Ofhcers were then in
durefs; and the Seamen in Mutiny and Convention !
This was an awfual leffon of humility from the Lord.
It much reminded us that ¢ God 1s jealous of his Ho-
« nour.” He will not fuffer his Glory to be given to

thofe, who are as Worms, or ¢ Grafshoppers in his
6 fight,”

¢ name,

The Fleets of our Enemies, after bloody Engage-

ments, have been defeated. Many of their Ships of
War are now in our Ports, as the well- earned Trophies

C 2 of
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of our Navy. They are Trophies, for which we are
under the higheft obligation to blefs God, He, in the
Days of Battle, protected our Seamen: He infpired
them with fortitude: He taught their fingers to fight:
Their Arm was made {trong by the Arm of the mighty
God of Jacob: He diretted the leaden Death; it flew,
as Hail and Lightening, among our Enemies: Many
fell, and the reft were difcomfited. ¢ O Lord, whe
‘“15 like unto thee; glorious in holinefs, fearful in
¢¢ praifes, doing Wonders!” BSurely, none of us can
{ufter the recollection, of thefe proud Days, ever to
pals, without feeling our heart overflowing with Gra- |
titude to God, for coming forth, ¢ as our Help,” on
thefe trying occafions.

Hence,. though prefled with the incumbent Cloud
of Darknefs, we may avail ourfelves of the hope that
arifes, from the late Interpofition of Heaven. Inter-
pofition? much more: three times, in {ucceflion, hath
God interpofed; and each Interpofition was in our
favour; each was mmportant, and decifive. Who,
among us, or who among our Enemies, can doubt,
whether God was not on our dide ¢

In the prefent crifis, no hope appears, no confola-
tion arifes, worthy of the name of Confolation, ex-

cept what arifes from Faith in God, ¢ The Lord
“ reigneth, let the karth be glad.” Blefled be his
Name, that He hath not delivered us vp to the Will
of our Lnemies. Peradventure, his Indignation is
nearly overpaft. He may be faying to the deftroying
Angel, ¢ It is enough; flay now thine hand.”

surely,
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Surely, there are but few, or none, on Earth, {6

callous as to wifh, that more Blood might be fhed.
What, is not the Blood of a Million, who have been

cut off, enough to fatiate the Pride and Ambition of
Men? War, horrid in itfelf, and dreadful in its con-
fequences, is, on one {ide, always unjuft; and it would
never be long neceffary, if both fides were under the

Influence of Chriftianity. But who can anfwer to
God for the fin of unjuit War?

When will that =era arrive, which is {poken of by
the Prophet? ¢« when the Wolf fhall dwell with the
¢ Lamb; and when Nation fhall not lift up Sword
¢ againft Nation; neither fhall they learn War anv
¢ more.” duch a period 1s not yet come; but will

certainly come; and would to Ged it were nigh, even
at hand.

If the Cloud, which {urrounds us, fhould bring
Tribulation, let Jehovah be our Refuge, in the day of
trouble. He hath {aid to the faithful, ¢ { will never

¢¢ leave thee, nor forfake thee: when thou paffeft
¢ through the fire, I will be with thee.”

As there are many among you, who, I believe, fear
God: and many thoufands, in this kingdom, who are

his Servants: as He would not have deftroyed Sodom

had there been “ ten righteous init;” fo we may hope,
that He will prote¢t and fave this Nation, for the

Honour of his Name, and for the fake of the thou-
{ands of pious Chriftians who are found in it,

1 have



[ 16 ]

[ have one Requeft, highly important, and whick
is, that each of you would f{et apart fome portion of
your time, to be devoted daily to Heaven. 'Then, in
your Clofet, pray fervently, and may the Divine
Spirit help your Infirmities, that God would be mer-
ciful to us, as a Nation; and would reftore to us the
Blefling of Peace. You know God is inacceffible to |

Sinners, till they repent, and approach him through

our great Redeemer. ¢ He is our Paflover;” our

¢ Propitiation” nor is there, for a Saint, any accefs

to God, butthrough the mediation of His Son,

North and South Britain are now blefiing the Lord
of Hofts. And when the King arifes from his Throne,
and is attended by the Nobles of the Land: when our
viCtorious Admirals, and brave Seamen, all go in
folemn Proceflion to the Houfe of God; there to glo-
rify his Name, and to depofit, before his Altar, the
Colours of our vanquifhed Enemies; furely, Deilm
muft hide its head; and all the Earth muft acknow-
ledge we belteve ¢¢ the Lord reigneth,”

The Sword of Goliath was kept in the hely place,
with the Prieft’s Ephod: and the Golden Shields of
Hadadezer were preferved, as a Memonial to the Chil-
dren of lrael. The Banners of our Enemies will be
a hike Memento to us, and to future (enerations.

They will excite the grateful, the fympathetic Tear.
And while a fhred of the fhattered Trophies remains,
that fhred will tell Pofterity, what God wrought for

this Land, n the time of need. The Proceflion of
this
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this Day will inform the Nation, the Army, and the
Navy, that- ¢ it is not our Spear that can help us:”
that ¢ the Lord is a Man of War:” that He maketh
thofe, whe fear him, vahant in fight; and that our
Hope of Victory, and of Peace, mult be placed in
Him alone. "

The Proceffion may have its ufe, even with our
Enemies. They muft be Infidels not to fear, as they
find reafon to believe that we make the Lord of Hoils
our Shield: and that He is among us of a truth,

Tt isa reviving Conflideration, that there is an in-
numerable Multitude {urrounding the Throne of God.
May He graciouily accept the Thank-Offering of our
King; and the Oftering of his People: and all, but
Apoftates, will fay, Amen. Then this will be an
important, an aufpicious Day indeed. And if God
be for us, who can be againft us? Remember what
Mofes {aid to I{rael: < When thou art in Tribulation,
¢ if thou {halt {eek the Lord thou {halt find Him,
¢¢ if thou feck him, with all thy heart, and with all

“ thy foul” You muft be fervent in Spirit; you
muft not {leep on the Wing to Heaven.

We pray not for the Deftruction of our Enemies;
but that He, to whom all things are poflible, would
take away their heart of flone: that their Inveteracy
againit us, may be {oftened into Love: that their
Implacability may be changed into univerfal Benevo-
lencc. What are they, or what are we? We are
Brethren: kindred Clay; immortal Spirits: joint

Candidates
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Candidates for an ¢¢ Inheritance mcorruptible, and {o
¢ undefiled,” that neither the Paflions, nor Follieg
of Men, ncr impenitent Sinners, can be there ad-

mitted, May the Divine Spirit imprefs thefe Truths
uponus, and upon our Enemies.

I will conclude with this {folemn Addrefs, in whicls
vou will all join==0 merciful God, for the fake of
the righteous among us ; for thy Name’s fake, and for
Chrift’s {ake, grant Peace to our Land. We will
then glorify thy Name; we will extol thee; we will
fay, ¢ The Lord reigneth, let the Earth be glad;
¢ Jet the multitude of the Ifles, let us in this Ifle,
< rejoice before the Lord,” "Thou haft been the God
of our Fathers; and thou haft been, hitherto, our
Deliverer, and our God: We will truft 1n thee for
Ever ; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlafting Strength :
and we will ever join with the Hoils above, in {aying,
with all our Hearts, ¢ bBleffing, and Honour, and
« Glory, and Power, be unto Him that {itteth upon
¢ the Throne, and unto the Lamb, for kver and
¢« Ever.”
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