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Prov. xvi #.

When a marn’s ways pleafe the Lord,
he maketh even bis enemies to be at
peace with him.

IN the nature of things, and by the {pe-

cial favour of Gop, ¢ *righteoufnefs ex-
alteth a nation;” but ¢ fin 1s” a fource

of “reproach” and mifery “to any people.”
That {uch are the different natural tendencies
of national virtue and national depravation of

manners, 15 moit evident. And that Gop
does moreover {ometimes particularly inter-

pofe to reward righteous, and punifh wicked

nations, though not in a manner fo open to
fenfe and obfervation, is yet, I think, from

reafon and {cripture certain and indubitable.

Reafon fuggefts to us that the all-wife and
all-powerful Creator of the world can and

muft govern and prefide over it. As he 13
every where prefent, fees and knows all things,

a Prov. X1V, 34.

A and
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and 1s infinitely able to determine all events
according to his own will; it were abfurd to
fuppofe him only a carelefs and unconcerned
{pectator of them. And as we are not more
{ure that there isa Gop, than that he delights
1 virtue; we cannot but conclude that in
this his government of the world all due re-
gard is had to the fupport and encouragement
of that which he delights in.

Thefe conclufions of reafon are abun;lalltly

confirmed to us by fcripture. For if we look
into the old teftament, the do&rine of Gobp’s

governing the moral world meets us in al-
moit every page; and is illuftrated by a va-
riety of hiftorical examples. And in the new,
that full and final revelation of the counfel
of Gop, we are exprefsly told that his provi-
dence extends to the f{malleft things; that
““not a {parrow falleth on the ground with-
« out our father:” much more, muft we con-
clude, are thofe great events, on which the
fates of ftates and kingdoms, and the wel-
fare, fpiritual as well as temporal, of thou-
fands depend, under his efpecial {uperintend-

ence and direCtion,

a Matt, X. 2q.

From
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From a perfwafion of the truth of this
great doctrine, we have now been returning
thanks to Gop for delivering us from the
dangers and miferies of an expenfive and
bloody war, and for crowning that unparal- -
leled feries of vi@ories and fuccefles, which
he gracioufly vouchfafed us in the courfe of
it, with an honourable, advaﬁtageous, and
(we truft) lafting peace. To a nation, juft
reftored to the enjoyment of {o great a blefi-
ing, the words of Solomon, which I have
made choice of, may fuggeft a very impor-
tant lefion ; namely, by what means this
blefling may be rendered really latting. If our
““ways pleafe the Lord,” if we have peace
with him, ¢ he will make even our enemies,”
thofe whom ambition, or a {pirit of encroach-
ment, might tempt to attack us, to continue
““at peace with us.” But in vain is peace -
concluded on terms {o juft and equitable, as
to promife {tability and duration : in vain has
nature 1itfelf marked out the boundaries, to
prevent the occafions of future war: nay, in
vain will even the wifeft plans of human po-

licy be for healing the wounds which the war
has made, and ftrengthening the conftitution ;

it (which heaven avert!) our manifold and
Crying
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crying fins thould provoke Gop to turn away
his face from us. Of the truth of his own
words Solomon was himfelf a very remark-
able inftance. Whilft he obferved the divine
law, he “*reigned” in peace, honoured and
refpetted, ¢ over all kingdoms from the river
‘“ Euphrates to the border of Egypt.” But
when he fe]l into idolatry, <¢® the Lord ftirred
“him up adverfaries,” Hadad from Edom,
and Rezon from Damaifcus, and Jeroboam
from among his own {ubjels.

It muft indeed be owned that thefe words
of Solomoan, i1n their immediate and direct
import, regard, not nations, but particular
perfons. But the reafon, on which the doc-
trine contained in them ftands, holds, with
even greater force, with refpect to nations.
For as particular perfons will have their exact
and Particular retributions in a future f{tate,
they may, very confiftently with the divine
attributes, be here, for wife reafons, permit-
ted to be harrafied, or even opprefled and de-
ftroyed by their enemies: but national blefi-
ings muft of neceflity be temporal ; if not on
account of ftri&t juftice, and becaule focie-
ties, as fuch, can only be rewarded here; yet

a 1 Km, IV. 21. b — XI. 14, 23.
, for
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for the publick manifeftation of providence

to the world, and of Gop’s immediate regard
to virtue 1in this prefent ftate.

The text, thus accommodated to the bu-
finefs of this day, will furnifh juft occafion of

difcourfing, (and that with a view to the pre-
fent circumitances of this nation ;)

Firft, Of the greatnefs of the blefling of

peace.

And fecondly, Of the means by which the

prefent peace may be rendered lafting. If our
““ ways pleafe the Lord, he will make even
“ our enemies to be at peace with us,”

Peace then (in that {enfe of the word, to
which the prefent occafion reftrains 1t,) is a
ftate of freedom and fecurity from foreign,
hoftile attacks and alarms; a ftate confe-
quently in which the community, not har-
raffed either with fuffering or repelling inju-
ries from without, 1s at full liberty to attend
to and cultivate thofe arts and that internal
polity, on which it’s profperity depends:
and therefore to form a juft eftimate of the
greatnefs of this bleffing, the evils of war

from
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from which it fecures us, as well as the po-

fitive advantages arifing from it, fhould be
confidered.

Of the evils of war, fhould an attempt be
made to defcribe them particularly, the re-
prefentation would probably fall far fhort of
the truth. It could not (and thanks be to Gop
that it could not) be drawn from what we
ourfelves, within our own country, have {een
or experienced. And pofiibly the very bril-
liancy and number of our fuccefles in every

quarter of the globe, whilft they rendered us
lefs fenfible of the burden of the war, and
lefs defirous of feeing a conclufion of it, may
alfo, by a common effet of extraordinary
profperity, have hardened our minds, in fome
degree, againft the impreffions, which the
accounts of the diftreffes and miferies of thofe

countries- which were the feats of it, would
otherwife have made.

But comparatively mild an afpedt as war
may, for thefe reafons, have worn within this
our favoured ifland; yet it’s true features are
extremely fthocking and horrid, and 1t's ge-
nuine, uncontroled effets moft favage and
cruel. At the near approach of a devouring

hoftile



[ 7 ]

hoftile army, according to the defcription of
the prophet, ¢ the people are much pained ;
«¢ all faces gather blacknefs :” the progrefs of
it 1s marked with havock and devaftation:
¢ the land is as the garden of Eden before it;
‘ and behind 1t a defolate wildernefs.”

Protected however as thefe kingdoms have
been by the gracious hand of heaven, and
happy as we could not but think ourfelves
upon a comparifon with f{ome other coun-
tries ; yet in the evils of the war 77 too have
had a very great fhare. On the firft com-
mencement of hoftilities, the ill effe@s of it
began to appear; continually encreafed in it’s
progrefs, and were at laft generally and very
feverely felt. To pafs over the inconveniences
and difficulties which almoft every individual
within thefe kingdoms, more or lefs, expe-
rienced, and the hazards and lofles to which
numbers were expofed by the war, as matters
comparatively of fmall moment : other evils,
of a more publick nature, there were, that
might juftly fill every lover of his country
with very alarming apprehenfions; I mean
the great diminution of laborious ufeful hands,
and the prodigious addition annually made to

an already enormous load of publick debt.
The
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The ruin indeed, which even the cortintuance
of our rapid and amazing fuccefles would, in
all appearance, have inevitably brought upon
us, our Sovereign’s tender regard for the wel~
fare of his people, fuperior to all the tempta-
tions of glory, has, for the prefent at leaft,
prevented. But it 1s much to be feared, that
of fuch extraordinary exertions of the ftrength
of the nation, of fuch immenfe drainings of
it's blood and treafure, the confequence may
be {o great a languor and weaknefs, as cannot

foon be thoroughly repaired.

But, whilt we are taking a view of the
evils of the war, we muft not forget what fa-
tigues and hardfhips (and I wifh fatigues and
hardfhips, though: fuch as were unheard of 1n
former wars, had been all that ) thofe brave
men {uffered, to whofe condult and courage
(under Gop) we ftand indebted for our pre-
fent deliverance from them. But great and
important as our conquefts and acquifitions
are, they can hardly afford any joy, when 1t

is confidered how dearly purchafed they were
with the blood of thoufands of our gallant

countrymen ; and how many parents, widows
and orphans are left difconfolate and deftitute
to bemoan their lofs. But affeCting as this 1s;

1t
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it 1s perhaps not the worft. For we are ready
to think even thefe happy, who fell in a fo-
reign climate, and faw their native country

no more, in comparifon of thofe¢ maimed mi-
{ferable obje(ts, fad monuments of the worfe

than brutal encounters of a day of battle, that
now fo frequently fall in our way, and at the

fight of whom our very bowels yearn with-
1N Uus.

To thefe, other reflexions, yet more for-
rowful, might be added, refpeting the {piri-
tual and eternal condition of many, fuddenly
cut off by the {fword. But I forbear to en-
large on this part of my fubjeét, as too me-
lancholy for a day of rejoicing. It was necef-
{ary however juft to caft an eye back on the
evils from which we are efcaped, that we
may now, with greater pleafure and grati-
tude, take a view of the pofitive advantages

of our prefent happy fituation. And

Here, the quiet and fecurity which peace
brings along with 1t, deferve our firft notice,
as what give the relith to all our enjoyments.
Thefe indeed, by a fingularly happy lot, we
were in-a great degree bleft with at home,
even in the midft of the war itfelf. But the

B time
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time was, when our breafts were filled with
apprehenfions of feeing a very different ftate
of things; when even foreign forces were
called in to defend us. And that this fair and
fruitful Ifle might not, like the countries of
our allies, have been at laft in fa& made 3
fcene of rapine, devaftation and bloodfhed,
had the war continued; is what no one (I
prefume) will venture to affirm. Human pro-
babilities indeed were greatly in our favour.
But < *the battle 1s not always to the ftrong :”
nor is fuccefs an infeparable attendant on cous
rage. The events of war (how little fo ever
the politician of this world may think of it)
are in the hands of Gop: and had we rejeGed
reafonable terms of peace, might not that
have turned away the divine favour from us ?
For thenceforward the war would have cea-
fed, on our part, to be either juft or necefla~
ry.—Of furprizing turns and changes of: fuc-
cefs in war, hiftory - would furnith inftances
in abundance. Wars that might at one time
have been terminated with honour and advan-
tage, by being carried on farther, have end-
ed in lofs and difgrace. Nay, in the war:juft
concluded, a certain great prince was, in the
compafs of a few months, raifed from the ve-

rl-‘.-;.“

‘ 'aEccl gs 11,

' »
| -l -
.
[V [
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ry brink of -ruin to a condition of prefcnbmg
to- his enemies the terms of peace.

From apprehenfions of this kind we are
for the prefent entirely delivered. Secure now
from hoftile alarms, whatever advantages, per-
{onal or national, indulgent Heaven has be-
ftowed on us, we may enjoy them in quiet
and fafety: a circumitance on which the va-
lue of any blefling greatly depends. For how
excellent {o ever any good may be in itfelf, yet
to us it 15 of fmall account, if the poffeflion

of it be infecure.

But farther; it is in peace that all the arts
and profeflions of civil life naturally flourifh.
The unfavourable influence which war has
upon thefe, even when the fcene of a&ion
lies at a diftance, 1s fufliciently obvious. For
extraordinary burthens and difcouragements
are thereby neceflarily occafioned : the artifi-
cers are carried off into the field : {uflicient

ﬁ_fupplies of new ones are prevented : and the

minds of men, in fuch times of publick dan-
ger and tumult, are generally too anxioufly
engaged to ftrike out any thing new and ufe-
ful. Plans however of general and extenfive
utility cannot then, without particular hazard

B2 and
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and difliculty, be carried into execution. But
in the calmnefs and fecurity of peace, every
thing is quite different. 'The minds of men,
relieved from hoftile terrors and apprehen-
fions, and naturally bufy and a&ive, will then
be devifing and planning : the means of exe-
cuting are then comparatively eafy : the pro-
fpect of fuccefs proportionably great; and
particularly the hopes of fecurely enjoying
the acquifitions they fhall make, will give {pi-
rit and vigour to their undertakings. Hence
induftry and genius at fuch a time are wont
to be exerted to the utmoft. The natural
confequence of which is univerfal plenty and

publick profperity.

Nor is the feafon of peace lefs favourable
to the cultivation of the liberal arts and {cien-
ces, and of religion itfelf: of thofe arts,
which wither amidft the tumults of arms:
of that religion, to the temper and fpirit of
which thofe fierce and brutal paflions which
war unchains, as it were, and lets loofe to de-
{troy, arc moft oppofite.

It muft however be confeffed that publick
profperity is not fuch a neceflary effect of

peace, as conftantly and certainly to follow
upon
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upon it. The war may have brought fuch
weaknefs and diforder into the conflitution,
that till thefe are in fome meafure removed,
the genuine, natural efficacy of peace to pro-
mote the well-being and happinefs of the
community {hall be but little perceived: as a
body may be {o exhaufted and difeafed by
long and exceflive labour, that reft alone fhall
not be {ufficient to reftore it. But if peace
cannot itfelf remedy all the evils of war, it
affords the opportunity of doing it. If they
are to be remedied at all, 1t muft be when
peace 1s reeftablithed. For the malady muft
neceflarily {pread and encreafe, whilft the
caufe that produced it, continues. And the
immediate and moft prefiing danger, the de-
{truction threatened by an enraged foreign
enemy, muft be prevented; before internal
evils, lefs alarming, becaufe not fo immedi-
diately dangerous, can be {ufficiently attended
to. It is therefore in peace only that wife
and falutary regulations, for obviating and
correcting the ill confequences of war, can

be formed, or however can be eﬁe&ua]ly car-
ried 1nto execution.

In this view the importance of the prefent
peace 1s extremely great: and much, very
much
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much, depends on the {chemes and plans of
internal and domeftic policy now to be pur-
fued. Indeed, an entire removal of evils that
have rifen to fuch an height, is not perhaps,
even by the moft {anguine, to be expected.
Yet by a careful and fkilful improvement of
tie fair opportunity, which providence has
now granted, much (1t is hoped ) may be
done towards leflening and reducing them::

the pernicious effects of them may be miti-
gated ; and fuch health and foundnefs, fuch
ftrength and vigour, reftored to the body po-
litic, that induftry, trade and commerce, un-
der the kindly and foftering influence of
peace, and proteCted and encouraged by his
majefty’s jult and mild adminiftration of go-
vernment, may flounifh; and plenty and prof-
perity, fatisfaction and joy, in confequence,
reach to the utmoft borders of the land.

But vain and ineffeCtual are the wifeft plans
for promoting the profperity of a people; if
their manners are licentious and corrupt. For
to the wicked, whether nations or individuals,
there can be no lafting peace; no permanent
tranquillity. Nay, to the wicked, peace itfelf,
whillt it continues, is a curfe; one of the
worlt of curfes ; by it’s very calmnefs and fe-

curity,
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curity, haftening and compleating their ruin
and deftruction, But this brings me to con-

fider,

Secondly, The means neceflary on 6ur part

to render the prefent peace lafting, and truly
a blefling.

If the influence of religion and virtue uni-
verfally prevailed, and all mankind, ¢ * de-
“ nying ungodlinefs and worldly lufts,” un-
der an awful fenfe of a juft judgment to
come, ““lived {oberly, righteoufly and godly ;”
thofe figurative preditions of ¢ ° beating
““{words into plow-fhares and fpears into
“ pruning hooks” under the gofpel-difpenfa-
tion, might then be literally fulfilled. For
““ nation would not then lift up {word againft
‘““ nation; neither would -they learn war any
““ more.” But fuch perpetual peace is referved
for another, and more happy ftate: the weak-
nefs and corruption of human nature; the °
prejudices, paflions and appetites, by which
men in this life will ever be more or lefs
{wayed, forbid us to expet it here. Yet how
much, and how fréquently {0 ever, the world
may in fact be difturbed with quarrels and

a Tit, IL. 12. b Ifai, 1L 4.
conten-
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contentions; ftill it is certain that «* the
« work of righteoufnefs,” in proportion as it
prevails, is, to focieties as well as particular
perfons, < peace, and the effect of righteouf-
« nefs quietnefs and aflurance.” And this,
whether by the fpecial favour of Gop, or in
the natural conftitution of things, is the only
bafis of any lafting publick tranquillity.

If « ® when the hoft was going forth againft
“our enemies, agreeably to the divine in-
junction, we were annually called upon by
authority to ¢ keep ourfelves from every evil
“ thing :” if publick humiliation, folemn con-
feflion of fins, and vows of better obedience
for the future, were at thofe times neceffary
to obtain from Gop an happy conclufion of
the war; then, after peace is reftored, in or-
der to fecure to ourfelves the lafting enjoy-
ment of it’s advantages, a careful obfervance
of the divine laws muft be equally neceffary.
For if wickednefs and impiety might have
then withheld this blefling from us, they
might now occafion the withdrawing of it.
Not that we may look upon the reftoration
of publick tranquillity as granted to our. na-
tional merit; nor hope by our future obedi-

a Ifai. XXXII 17. b Deut. XXIII. g.
) { =
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ericc to obtain from Gobp, in the way of
claim or debt, the continuance of it. Far be
all fuch arrogarnce from us. -In regard to the
blefling jult reftored, with the moft unfeign-
ed humility we muft fay, “*not unto us, O
““ Gop, not unto us, but unto thy name, be
the glory; for thy mercy, and for thy
« trath’s fake.” And as to any future obedi-
ence which our utmoft care can pay to the
divine laws; happy will it ever be for us, not
only as individuals, but in our national capa-
city alfo, that ¢« ®the compaffions of God fail
« not.” But notwithftanding this, as members
of the community, we are {till obliged to ¢n-
deavour after righteoufnefs: for though we
cannot thereby hope to merit, yet we may
obtain from the favour of Gop, the conti-
nuance of it’s peace and profperity; inalmuch
as we have fuflicient grounds for believing,
that the moral charalers of nations, mixed
and imperfect as they are, in the prefent di-

vine diitributions of temporal good and ewl
are not difregarded,

In this view, to the firmnefs and duration
of the prefent peace, a deep fenfe of the di-
vine goodnefs, and warm and affectionate re-

a Pf. CXV. 1. b Lam. III z2.
C turns
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turns of praife and thankfgiving, feem parti-
cularly neceffary. Not that our thanks, nor
indeed any other of our fervices, can at all
profit the Almighty : for « *our goodnefs ex-
« tendeth not to him.” Yet grateful acknow-
ledgments of his mercies, he neverthelefs re-
quires, and is gracioufly pleafed to accept, at

our hands. And furely a favour muft appear
to have been extremely mifplaced, where this

eafy, I may add, confidering the make and
frame of the human foul, this natural and
pleafant, return is neglected. ~— Sorry I am to
obferve that the reftoration of publick tran-
quillity has not been received with that uni-
verfal joy and thankfulnefs, which, confider-
ing the nature of the event in general, and
the particular circumftances of advantage at-
tending it, might have been expected. From
what caufes this may have arifen, it behoves
thofe to confider ferioufly and impartially,
‘who are moff concerned. And were they onl)
concerned, this obfervation would not have
been made. But for the faults of individuals
the community may fuffer. For a languid
and partial gratitude; and much more, dif-

content and murmuring, efpecially if they be-
came general, might provoke Gop to take

a Pfal, XV 2,
back
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‘back what he had beftowed; and fo much
the rather, as not having a juft fenfe of the
value of his gift, we fhould not be likely to
make a due improvement of it.

But to proceed: To the fettled and lafting
tranquillity of a nation, piety and virtue, in
the natural conftitution of things alfo, as well
as by the {pecial favour of Gop, greatly con-
tribute, In dire& proof of this, it might be
urged that religion prevents, as it certainly
does on the part of the people influenced by
it, the caufes and occafions of war. ¢ °*For
‘ whence come wars and fightings among
““men? Come they not hence, even of their
‘““Jufts " And thefe religion curbs and re-
{trains, and from a regard to an all-feeing
judge, enforces the practice of good faith and
fair dealing. But as an upright, inoffenfive
conduct in a nation, though doubtlefs of great
importance to the prefervation of it's peace,
“ (* for who is he that will harm ye, if ye be
““ tollowers of that which is good ) is yet
by no means, of itfelf, a fufficient defence ;
nay, 1f joined with weaknefs and inability to
repel an hoftile attack, is but teo likely to
provoke one: it will therefore be more to

a Jam. IV, 1, b 1 Pet. III, 13.
C2 the
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the purpofe to thew that the real ftrength

and internal union of a nation, and confe-
quently it's fecurity and tranqullity, will,
in the nature of things, be proportioned to
the piety and virtue that prevail in it.

To render a nation really, and not in ap-
pearance only, flourithing and powerful, two
things {eem particularly neceflary : ¢ that the
authority of thofe who are appointed to go-
vern, be maintained in it’s due vigour;” and,
““that the ftrength of thofe who conftitute the
body of the people, be preferved.” For the
ftrength of an undifciplined, diforderly mul-
titude 1s loft in confufion; and the authority
over an enervated, daftardly people 1s little
better than empty fhew. But from thefe two
in conjunction, from authority {upported by
ftrength and this regulated and direCted by
authority, refults real national power and abi-

lity.

How much the ftrength of the individuals
of a nation, thelr ability of mind as well as
body, depends on the influence of piety and
virtue, i1 vifible and notorious. For vicious
indulgences evidently impair the rational fa-
culties, and produce bedily weaknefs and dif-

eafe
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-eafe, which, not ending with the offenders
themfelves, pafs to their unhappy defcendants,
and enfeeble fucceeding generations. - Where-
as the natural confequences of a virtuous and
rehglous condu¢t are health and ftrength;
{ounaunels of underftandaing and firmnefs of
mind ; prudence in couniel and fteadinefs in

Nor has religion a lefs happy effect in giy-
ing vigour to authority and {ecuring the re-
verence due to it. For whillt men ¢ 2 fear
““ Gop,” they will ¢ honour the king.” Whilft
a fenfe of religion, which reprefents civil ge-
vernment under the venerable chara&er of
¢ * the ordinance of Gop,” is deeply imprint-
ed 1 their minds; they will be < {ubjedt,
““not only for wrath,” which art or fecrefy
may elude, power or numbers dety, ¢ but al-
““ {o for confcience fake,” which 1s a fteady,
uniform, never ceafing principle of obedience.
But were the bulk of mankind once fet free
from the obligations of religion, no other ties

would fignify much. The reafons of things
they could not eafily be made to underftand,
nor, 1f they did, would they much regard
them. Benevolence and publick {pirit muft,

a 1Pet. 117, b Rom, XIl. 2. ¢ ——XIIL ¢.
ol
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on this {uppofition, give way to importunate
felfith affeCtions and craving appetites ; or at
beft operate weakly and partially. And ho-
nour, unlefs direted by religion, we fee, is a
moft capricious principle, and may be per-
verted mnto a moft hurtful one. In fuch 2
ftate of things what would civil government
have to rely on? 'Inward reverence and re-
{pet for it there could be little or none: and

Juft fo much outward obedience, as a regard
to prefent intereft, or the fear of the magif-
trate’s power, {hould induce men to pay. For
put the cafe that they could tranfgrefs, not
-only with impunity, but alfo with advantage,
(which, upon the prefent fuppofition, might
very frequently happen) and what would
there be left of force fufficient to reftrain
them !

Thus neceffary is religion to the mainte-
nance of authority as well as ftrength in 2 na-
tion: it 15 not lefs fo to the internal peace
and union of it. A prefumption that men live
under the fenfe and awe of an all-feeing and
juft Gop, is the great foundation of mutual
truft and confidence ; the bond and fupport
of civil fociety. When this prefumption is

well grounded, the individuals of a nation in
general
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general difcharge their refpective duties to
each other and to the publick; authority is
refpeted, and order and good government
maintained ; truth and juftice, honefty and
integrity, fair dealing and folid credit, pre-
vail ; and the nation in {uch circumftances is
at peace within itfelf, {trong, flourifhing and
happy. But whenever religion, generally, lo-
{es it’s influence in a nation, quite contrary
and moft pernicious effeCts neceffarily enfue ;
1n private life, fraud and falthood, oppreflion
and violence, quarrels and contentions; with
refpect to the publick, a difregard of it’s in-
tereft ; a facrificing of it to private and felfifh
views, in cafes of competition; parties and
fations; in a word, ¢ *confufion and eve-
¢ ry evil work.” This 1s no imaginary repre-
fentation, but only what reafon bids us ex--
pet, and fact tells us has ever followed, from
a general defeCt of religious principles. The
approaches towards which therefore, in a
merely temporal view, are very alarming.

But religion is particularly neceffary to the
peace and tranquillity of free nations. For
the fewer external reftraints any people are
under, the more need there is of internal .

a Jam. IIL. 16.
ON€S.
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ones. For reftrained, one way or other, men
muft be;, otherwife a general {cene of difor-
der and confufion would foon appear, = Li-
berty; rightly underftood and enjoyed under a
fenfe of religion, 1s a glorious privilege. But
when the ties of religion become weak,
it 1s fure to be abufed; and {uch excefles
committed under the pretence of it, as are 2
reproach to the very name of liberty, and un-
lefs timely put a {ftop to, muift end in the
lofs of it. For licentioufnefs, anarchy and fla-
very follow in natural confequence.

And if the good government and welfare
of this nation fo much depend on the influ-
ence of religion; with what concern and in-
dignation muft we reflet on the wicked in-
duftry employed, and that openly and avow-
edly, 1n dilcourfe and in writing, to leflen
and. deltroy that influence ; to unhinge the
principles and corrupt the morals of the peo-
ple? The moft facred {ubjects, and that holy
book 1itfelf which ¢« {hews to us the way of
« falvation,” and contains the only effectual in-
forcements of virtue and good conduct, are with
impious wit and profane drollery publickly ex-
pofed to contempt. The effelts of thefe exe-
crable practices too vifibly appear in the dif-

' folute
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folute and licentious behaviour of the multi-
tude. For neither rank nor {tation, neither
office nor authority, is refpeted : all order
and decency is trampled upon: and whilit
the characters of men are treated in the moft
inhuman and atrocious manner, their very
perfons are hardly fafe. Where fuch licen-
tioufnefs may end, and what may be th'e con-
{equences of it, it highly concerns every one
to confider, that has any love for his coun-
try, or even for himfelf. For it may foon be
his own turn to be the object of popular
clamour and refentment; which is {carce lefs
capricious than popular favour. — May ¢ the
““ LorDp. give us underftanding” to “* know
“ the things which belong unto our peace!”

But to return; The neceflity of religion
to the internal peace and union of a nation,
efpecially of a free one, 1s {ufliciently evident.
Nor 1s it lefs evident, how much national
{trength and fecurity depend on internal peace
and union, It 1s a maxim in politics, of the
higheft authority, that < *a kingdom, divided
« againft itfelf, cannot ftand.” For let the
toundations of the political fabric be ever {o
ftrong ana deeply laid, civil diflentions will

a Luke XIX. 42. b Mar. 111 14.
D fap
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{ap and undermine them, or forcibly tear them
up. Nay, the greater the ftrength of a na-
tion, the more difmal muft be the conﬂlé’ts,
the more dreadful and deplorable the ruin
that would. enfue, thould that f{trength be
armed againft idelf.. And though the truth
of this be confefled on all hands; yet it 1s
feldom fufficiently confidered that ¢ * the be-
“ ginning of ” publick as well as private
¢ firife is, as when one letteth out water :”
the wifeft head cannot forefee how far the
flood may extend.—Differences of opinion in-
deed, and even jealoufies and {ufpicions in 3
free nation appear to be unavoidable; and
may be, in {ome degree, neceflary for the
prefervation of liberty. But the misfortune
1s ; men not only fometimes ¢ fear where no
 fear 1s;” but, be the fear real or imagina-
ry, having once embarked, they feldom know
where to flop ; their paffians are heated, and
they run lengths which they never at firft
thought of : and fome there always are 1n 2
nation, who hope to find their account 1n
publick difturbances. — Where fation and
party {pirit prevail, even though they proceed
not to open outrages, yet the hands of go-
vernment are thereby neceffarily weakened :

a Prov, XV1L 14.
every



[ 27 ]

every expedient for the publick good lofes it’s
force and effet: and the beft {chemes that
can be devifed, for ftrengthening the confti-
tution and removing diforders introduced into
it, are, by artful mifreprefentations and ob-
ftructions purpofely raifed, rendered abortive.
And thus what 1s weak, muft be weak ftill ;
what is difordered, muft continue fo.

None, 1t may be hoped, are {o wicked, as
“to with to fee their country again involved in
the miferies of war: and yet it is amazing to
confider, what induftry, and what arts are
employed, not only to diffufe through the na-
tion a {pirit of diffatisfattion and unthankful-
nefs for the blefling of peace, but alfo to raife
and foment divifions amongit ourfelves; than
which nothing furely can be more likely to
encourage a baffled enemy, and that might
not otherwife {oon think of trying his ftrength
with us again, to “make himfelf,” in all
hafte, ¢ ready for battle :” — unlefs he fhould
play a {furer game, f{hould look on and fuffer
us to weaken and confume ourfelves; and
then, at laft, give the finithing blow to what
we had almoft done to his hand.

D2 - If
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If civil difcord muff fucceed to foreign war,
then indeed we have had peace too foon.
But I hope, the Lorp will not, after the
grcat things which he has done for us, thus

abandon and give us up to deftruion at the
laft.

To conclude; whether the advantages of
the peace are adequate or not, whether they
have been over rated or under rated ; yet if
we have virtue enough to improve them
properly, and 1f the peace fhould be lafting,
this nation will have reafon to blefs thofe who
brought it about. That our virtue, or ca-
pacity of improving the advantages of peace,
would by a continuance of the war have
been encreafed, we are not told. And that

any peace which might have been obtained
by carrying 1t on longer, even without any
difafter, nay, with the fame rapid courfe of
fuccefs, would certainly have been lalting, I
think, no one will prefume to fay. But I
may venture to affirm that it 1s very 'much
in our own power to make this fo, by fuit-
able returns of gratitude and obedience to
Gob for it; by cultivating thofe virtues and
difpofitions, which are the natural preferva-

t1ves



[ 29 ]
tives of peace, and checking thofe paffions;
which are as likely to rekindle war, as either

the encroaching {pirit, or the ambition, of
our enemies. |

May that great Being therefore, «*who
ftilleth the raging of the fea, and the noife
of his waves, and the madnefs of the people,”
difpofe our hearts to peace'and unity amongit
ourfelves; to a dutiful reverence and affe@ion
to that beft of princes, whom his providence
has fet over us; and to a quiet, con{cientious
and faithful difcharge of the duties of our fe-
veral ftations, offices and relations in life.
Then fhall perfonal integrity approve itfelf
the natural and folid bafis of national tran-
quillity : then fhall the Lord delight to
¢« dwell among us” and blefs us: then fhall
we be fafe from our late enemies, and from
all that may rife up againft us; and this our
country, flourifhing in peace, and enjoying
plenty and profperity under the benign influ-
ences of free government, and the falutary re-
ftraints of pure religion, ¢ * {hall be to Gop a

““ name of joy, a praife and an honour before
s¢ 211 the nations of the earth.”

a Pf. LXV. 7. b Jer. XXXIII. .
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