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A

TITANKSGIVING SERMON..

JUDGES Vill--34, 3z..

- ARD THE CHILTREN OF ISRAEL REMEMBER. -
EDp NOT THF Lorp - THEIR GOD, waO
HAD DELIVERED THEM:'OUT OF TIIE.
HANDS OF ALL fTHEIR ENEMIES ON LV E-
RY SIDE : INEICHER SHEWED THEY

" KINDNESS - TO "THE HOUSE. OF JERU B-
BAAL, XAMELY (GIDEON, ACCORDI:NG

YO ALL THE GUODNESS WHICH HE LAD .

SHEWED UNTO IsRAEL.

HE hiftory of God’s ancient-people
was written for the ule of all.‘fucceeding ages,
that they might not be withoutevidence of the
divine faithfulnets, in .the :fu/filment of promifes,
and in the execution of thréatenings. Molt of the
- fignal dclhiverances,-experienced by that peopls,
were effccred by the inftruneantality of fomie masn, -
-or fome: men;-evidently raifed up by God tor thois
very. purpofes. .

Tue words; from which will be delivered
a..difchl**fe, on this occafion, are the conclufion
of an interefting part of -their hiflory. At a
time when Ifrael was greatly 1mpoverithed, hav-
ing experienced, for feven vears, the oppreflions
and depredations. of the. Midiauites 3 and when

L
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the bearts of a l Fa:nted by rea{'ﬂ of the nums
ber and ftrength of their enemtes, the Lord:
gracmuﬂy interpofed, and ratted them up a
deiverer,  This deliverer was Gideon, the {on of
Joath.  For thie zeal of this man'to dcefiroy the
worfhip of Baal, he obtained the name, Feruo-
baal.  With afmalt number.of men, this leader
(lirael’s Gob.betng.on-his fide) put to fiizht, and
completely {ubdued, an army of Midianites, -
which, for nuititude, 1s reprﬁ*{ented to have
been like orafs-hoppers. in the field.* . The de-
liverance of this memorable.day- was followed
with a peace, 'in. Iirael, -of forty, years, even un-
til the death of Gideon. -- But, that. ungrateful
people . madé poor:returns to the. Divine Author
of their bieflings, arnd to Zum, who was ufed as-
an inftrument of procuring and continuing them.
This fhameful ingratitude s particulariy exprc_ql-
ed,.and laid to the:r charge, i the words, cho-
fen as a text.. < Aud the chitdren of Ifrasl re-
membered not+ the "LORID their: GOLDy whoFiad
delivered them out of the “haids of all: their eiie-
mies on every fide ¢ Neitker fhewed thiey Az#zdneﬁ 20
the houfe of Ferubbaal, namely Gideos, affommg
20 all the goodnefs whick he had fiewed unto Ifrael.”
'O vUr {ituation, as a people,:1n- many re-
pr&s, 1s fimilar to that of the children ofllmel
fo that  thefle words afford inftru&ion, which is
well adapted to our own cafe. For this purpole
1:{hall improve them and, therefore, requcit
your.attention to the folluwmg thoughts, which
they naturally fuggeft..
| * Jud;bes 7y 12




- 1. Tue Lotd our ‘God hath delivered.us
-mut of -the hands of all our enemies, on every
*ﬁde. '

II. Our. blef’incrs ‘and pnvxleges “have
brouwht us under the ilcrono‘ef’t obligations to re-
member: HIM, who conferrcd them on us. = |
- B THE holy anger. and righteous dif-
pleafure of God. may. be pmvo&ed by the man-
yer in° which we treat thofe men, who have been
uied as- inftruments of procuring and -comtinuing
our bh.ﬂinﬂs. |
i, Twat which was faid of the chlldren of
'Ifraﬁ.l, may, with the ftri&eft truth, be ac-
knowledged by us—The LORD our-GOD hath
de[wered us ot qf the hands cf all our enemies, on .
every fide.
From the time the children of Ifrael firt
entered the land of Canaan, until Gideon was
placed at their head, was a {pace of about two
hundred yéars. In this {pace, -they expenenced
remarkable deltverances; and grew up inte a na-
tion, formudable  to neighbouring powers, 1in
numbers ana {‘clen'ath It is not o long a {pace
. as this, fince our va,nerable and pious forfyfat/%er:
firt placed their feet on New-:England’s fhore.
¥rom - the perfeculions of their rative country,
and:the périls of the {ea, ‘a {mall nunber, abont
- oune hundred per{bns, {ought an afylum on that
fpot of grouna, ever ﬁnu.. kaown by the name
of Plymouth. This was in the year 1620, a
few daysthort of 176 years. The hiftory of this.
country, fince that time. 1s no lefs aftonifhing,
than that ofthe Livaclites from their firlt entrance
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~into-the land of Canaan,-until their déliverance
froin ‘the 0ppreiIi0n -of the Midianites *.Like
them “we'have experienced a eries ‘of -gppreffossy:
and a feries of .remarkable - ‘deliverances. Com=
prifing in-our view ‘the whole-of. thefe: Ufited
"?States, we may ‘probablyfay, that our increafe’
- in poprlation and. .wwealth, exceeds cvery anftance
< known-in" the hiftory: of: nations.  In this'thort
- {pace, notwithftanding all-the" ravagesiof war,"
- an extenfive: empire ‘has ‘been mfettled and eur
-puaber has‘fo mcreafed, that -wesalready begin-
. to reckon millions. ;
“Ir, on’.reading :the hiftory of the ‘children
- of Ifrael, during the period- referred to,-we. feel:
~.conftrained to acknowledge:#%e ‘Loid: was on'their-
- fide,-and - fought their. éatt[es the fame: acknow-
ledgment will be nolefs irrefiftible, safter a ‘tho-
- rouﬂh attention to:thé hiftory-of-our own nation,
“Weturn our eyes-oventhe accounts-of 2kesr re<
-~ markable deliverances, - Which took: place one afs
- ter another, and. wonder -at-.theiv cunbelicf~—we
- wonder, that.-by:-them--the ‘hand of God was fo-
~'little-acknowledged. «iBuit, . why.fhould we won-
- derat their unbelief~?- Let us'turn over the pages:
of God’s -providence,;~which -relate to- m;zﬁ’!ve:.
Thefe pages.areralready’ filled .with . accounts of.
. the wondertul interpofitions of God .an our fa-:
- vour, and of the aftoritthing: ingratitude of this-
-people. -For 1gnerance of thefe thmas there:can
-_be no- exculfle, wlnle 'the meains rof mf'ormanon
-are fo-abundant, and {fo eafy of-accels. Our fa--
- thers, who are yet {ojourners’ with us, can re-
{ate many things to which . they -Lave been eye-
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witnefles. Accounts, alfe,- of Gods remarka-
ble providences towards us, have becn publ heh -
in a var :r:-:-ly ‘of hooks,. and mterﬁ)ened among ;’i_‘
variety of - fabje"(s. They are to be found ever
in thofe leffons, given out from {chool-books,.
to excrcife our children in reading.

l LHUS abundant, and thus ealy of accefls are
the eans of information, with refpe@ to the
palt dealings of divine providence with our na-
“tion. 1 ~will be needlefs, therefore, to defcend,
at this time, to a lengthy recital ‘ol pa.nu,u]ars.
Such, however, 1s our: p]OﬂChC{q to forget, tiat
we need to have our tminds often refrefhed wst‘ﬁ'
things already known. - ¢ T%e works of the Lord.
(re great, ought ont of all them that. have pleafure.
Yicreln) |

I+ was the Lord, and ke alonz, who effe&-
ed the feslement of our tathers 1a this land, and.
who pre cvented .the favages of the wildernefs
from entirely cutting thera off. In nuinber, we
were then few—in urf*m'th, feeble, and [traiten-
edd as to ‘re{fources. Not cnly {o, our manage-

ment of the natives was often unjult, and really

‘provoking. . They- were numerous beyond rall
calculation, quick to'refcnt what they deemed
impofitions, and cunning and perfevering in their
attempts to glut their revenge. When thele.
things are called . to mind, it becomes matter of
altonifhment; that the natives did not {pill all
the blood of the firt emigrants to this country.

Yhey were {ufered often to trouble, leverely to
B

4 Plalm 3. 2,

[ ]
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diftrefs, and to chaflife our fithers, as the Ca-
naanites did: the children .of lfrael ; but, they
were kept by the invifible, thouch mlcrhty power
of God, from giving any fatal blow. The fove-
reicn Ruler of the univerfe bad purpoles to an-
fwex N thefr extirpation, and in our zicreafe
Juft as he had 1n cutting off the Canaanites, and
mn eftablifhing the chi/dren of Ifrael. |

THESE are events, on which our f{athers
often converfed, though now {o hittle thought of,
by their poﬁcrlty Some of my hearers, now.
advanced 1n life; {hared 1n fomme part of the dif-
trefles of thofe days ; and by comparing them
with the peace and‘prg/perify of the prefent time,
they muft acknowledge, that the Lord hath fent
us great deliverance.

it istrue, we thill  hear of the unhappy na-
tives, and of their diftreffling our frontier fettle-
ments ; but, their number 1s aftonifhungly redu-
ced, and' tHeir exertions have become feeble.
Comparing# them with ourfelves,. we may fay,
Providence hath turned the {cale. A fhort time-
fince, 24ey were numerous, and zwe were few—
now e arc numerous, and #24ey are few., It isa
day of recounting the mercies of the Lord to this
people 3 and our deliverance froimn this enemy,
once {o much dreaded, ought not to be forgot-
tenn.  QOur fathers, doubtlefs, were often enga-
ged in fervent prayer for the event, which, e,
their poflerity, now f{ee accomplifhed, Probably
ey thouaht, 1t would be one of the greateft
mdrcics to this land to be delivered from fo fe-

were a feourge 3 and as we have- experienced this

-
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deliverance moft certai uly from us heéart=felt ac<-
knowledgments are due.

Bur, thisis not the only deliverance from-
enemies which we have experienced :—others,
equally great, are to be acknowledged.-

Our richts have been mvad{,d and our
liberties attacked, by that nation fromy which our
fathers emigrated, and to which we had long
been in the habit of looking, as a guardian,
prote€tor, and parent. This was a moft trying-
- {iroke Of providence ; but, a neceflary link in that
chain of events, whxch has brought us to our
prefent happy ftate.  When thefe unnatural en: -
emies arofe up againft us, and grafped at our
liberty, we fou:rht for redrefs, by petitions ex=
prefled 1n the mof humble la nguage ; and which
were fo often repeated, as to “become tirefome’
and provoking to the invaders. We were necel-
fitated to refift, or to {fee our infant country
holden in bondage. How trying was the alter-
native | How fmall the profpect-of being able to
defend our rights . we were weak, st beft, and”
made more {o, by being divided 1n opinion
among ourfe/ves. Ve were poor, we were defti-
tute of arms, we were unacquamnted with war,
‘Our encmies were rich, 1nured to war, and pow-
eriul by fea and land. TZ/s was our ftate, and’
thefe our profpe&s, wlhien hoftilities commenced” .
between Great-Britain, and our own land.

Ovur fituation was very much like that of’
the children of Ifracl, when overpowered by the.
Midianites. They fuﬂc:red long, before they.

dared torcfilt; and fo did We Gideon was'
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raxieu up by that God, -who. cauféth nationsto
rife and’ 13.1] at his pleafure, to be their deliverer..
In like manner,- there was onie raifed up to head
our feeble and undifciplined army, who was
ﬁrm in prmf::ple, undaunted. in courage, and
varivalied 1 wildom and prudence.  This dif~ -
tinguithed leader and general of our armies per—
filted in the caufe he efpouﬁ:d amidit embar-
raffments, which would probably have ditheart-.
encd almofl any other man. The cruel tongues
ofem*y and flander were bufy 1n mtackmw his
chara&er, and meafures ; but he turned not to
“the right hand ner to the left. . -
AI‘TLR a ﬁ uggle of eighit. years, in which.
m’my lives were lofl, and 1in which time {uccefs.
was  various, the Lord difcomfited our enemies,..
and -brought them to {uch terms of peace, as:
were favourable to ourrishts, ]1b::‘::rtz s -and privi-,

leges.  “T'hisisanothe gtﬁ?t deli erance, wnich.
we Bave experienced from the hand of the Lord-
our Geod ; and the moflt.of us can {ay, it is.

w;thm our memorie cS5.

Tue ditinguithiog inercies of God towards
this peoy ole, with refpn.c‘;’t to their enemics, do
m'.:t clofe with tl‘ns caccount..  We have had need

[ further corrediions, and further deliverances.
Our God, by whoiec h nd we had fo often been
rcdecemed, and by who'e care we had fo long.
been preferved, fora fealon almoft gave us up (o
zt:r/eh:f’s s and we. were on the po.m: of plunomo"
into the greateft of all temparal evils, a civi/ war.
The gloomy cloud hung over our heads, dh.d
thicatened us with a ﬂoim, which, 1n 1Ls colig~
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giences, *would ‘have been difmal and horrid in -
the extreme.- Bat, that God, who remember-::
eth mercy in .the midft of judgment, difpelled
the cloud, and onee more brightened - our prof-
pe&, by caufing the inhabitants of the feveral
‘States” to form, and voluntarily to:unite'in, a .
conftitution of government, founded on -the
natural rights of man,-and on principlés of true
liberty. ‘This 1s-another diftinguifhed era, in
the hiftory-of our nation. R |

THATa form of government. thould be fo
conftru&ted, as to. meet the wiews, and wunite .
the feeltngs, of {0 many inhabitants, as were
contained in thele -{everal States, was an event,
which, -in profpect, appeared very dark. ‘Buat,
the attempt was made, and fuccefs féilowed. -
The fupreme Raler of Nations, in his good -Pro-
vidence, caufed the clathing interefts of individ- |
ual perfons, and of individual fiates to coalefce ;
and, though probably actuated by a great variety
. of motives, their views concentred,and a conftitu-
tton was -adopted, which, in its operations, -muft
hitherto have more than -an{fwered the expecta-
tions of all-reafonable men. It is myflerious, on
{erious refle@ion, ‘how-even fmall focieties, which
are compofed of felfif mén, and men of different
views and interefts, are ever &u/t up s -but, 1t 1s
thuch more myfterious how fo large a body of
men, as that which compofes thefe {everal {tates, -
in which there-are almoft as many. oprizons as per-
fons, fhouyld, at the fame time, unite mn a nation-
al compa&, and be agreed how they wili {ecure
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mneq up by that God, -who cauféth nations to
rife and fall, at his plealure, to be their deliverer.
In like manner, there was one raifed up to head
cur feeble and undilciplined army, "who WaS
firm1 in principle, undaunted. in courage, and
varivalled 1n wifdom and prudence.  This dif-
tinguithed lJeader and general of our armies per-
fited in the cauf he e(pomed amidit embar--
mumcntb, which would probably bave ditheart-

cd almofl any oiher man.. The cruel tongues
‘*f envy and flander were bufly 1n attacking his
chara&er, and meafures; but he turned n ot tG
" the right hand, nor to thr., left. .

ArTER a {iruggle of eight years, in which:
m"my lives were loft, and 1in which tinse {uccefs
was  various, the Lord difcomfited ocur enemies,.

and brought them to {“ch’r] teris of peace, as-
vere favourable to ournights, hberties and DFivi-
leoes, L hisisanother :{:;:t deliverance, wiicn.
we liave experienced ircuy the bhand of the lord -
our God ; and the molt.of us can {ay, it 13
v.fitl*vi"w our Me! ‘*mni |
ine diftingw 1n i mercies of God towards
this peo; le, with re fpeé‘t‘ : '
naet cofe with Lhi acconnt.. VV ¢ have bhad necd
of further correéiions, and {urther ..rf"" eI anCes..
Qur God, by whoie hand we had {o often been
rcdcemed, and by who'e care we had {o ](mcr_'
been pn_fu ved, tfora featon alinoft gaveus up o
@zz?jc’/ ves s and we wete on the pomt of plunging
into the greateft of all temporal cwils, a c7vi/ war. .
1 he gloomy cloud hung over our heads, and

thicatened us with a florm, which, 1n its conie~
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quences, *would have been difmal and hoirid in -
the extreme.. But, that God, who remember~
eth mercy in -the midft of judgment, difpelled
the cloud, and onece more brightened - our prof-
pe&l, by caufing the 1nhabitants of the feveral
‘States' to form, and voluntarily to:unitein, a -
conftitution of government, founded on - the
natural rights of man, and on principles of true
liberty. This 1s -another diftinguifhed era, in
the hiftory-of our nation. o
TaAT a form of government fhould be fo
conftru&ted, as to meet the wviervs, and unite
the feelings, of fo many inhabitants, as were
contained 1n thele -{everal States, was an event,
which, -in profpe&t, appeared very dark., ‘But,
the attempt was made, and {uccels followed.
The fupreme Ruler of Nations, 1n his good -Pro-
vidence, caufed the clathing interefts of-individ-
ual perfons, and of individual {iates to coalefce 3
and, though probably a&tuated by a great variety
. ofmotives, their views concentred,and a conftitu=~
tton was -adopted, which, in its operations, -muft
hitherto have more than -anfwered the expelta-
tions of all-reafonable men. It1s myfterious. on
{erious refle&ion, how even fmall focieties, which
are compofed of fe/fiyfk meén, and men of different
views and interefts, are ever du’/t up s ‘but, 1t 1s
much more myfterious how fo large a body of
men, asthat which compofes thefe {everal {tates,
1n which there-are almoft as many oprizons as per-
fons, fhould, at the fame time, unite 1 a nation-
al compa&, and be agreed how they will {ecure
c |
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-the property, perfons and privileges of each oth-
er. Tothemvifible power and agency of Gop
muft the accomplifhment of this event be afcrib-
ed. It plainly evinces, that e who holdeth the
hearts of all men in his hand, 1sable to bring or-
der out of confufionn, light out of darknéfs, geod
out of evi/, to make the wrath of man praife
him, and to reftrain the remainder of it. =
UNDER this conftitution, we enjoy the privi-
lege of having men of our own country, and of
our own-choice, at the head of our public affairs.
Here dll denominations of Chriftians are allowed
to enjoy their principles, and to worthip Gon,
according to the views they entertain of his holy
word. '~ In an emphatical fenfe, we now fit  un-
der our own vines and fig trees. In'view of | this
-event, we may truly {ay, The Lord hath deliv-
ered us from great evil, .and hath raifed our na-
tion to an unparalleled height of profperity’ and
happinefs. - |
Bur, there 1sanother evil, which, through
the merciful iaterpefition of Goen, we have hith-
erto efcaped, and which ought not, on this day
of recounting divine tavours,. to be forgotten, X
refer tothe-many and craftv.attempts which have
Leen made to draw ws into the war, in which ma-
ny of the European kingdoms have, for feveral
years, beeninvolved :—a war which has been
carried on with an nnufual (pirit of martial euthu-
Jtafm, and attended with an uncommon profu-
fion of human blood. In the midft of all. our
national happinefs, this has been an evil, with
swhich we have been imminently threatened.
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CONNECTED, as we have been, with two:
powerful nations, bitter in their oppofition "to-
sach'other, ‘and each watching with a jealous eye,
every advintage the other might derive from U5y
our {ituation ims been crltlcal in the extreme.—
T maintain nentvality has'been the profefled: ob-
7eft of our Executive ; and that he has been enas
bled to fteer our polltlcal thip, in fucha danger-
ous {eay, mult be owing to his bemg endowed‘-=
with no inconfiderable (hareof that wifdom Whlch
‘is profitable to dire@. By the appointment, and’
under the dire&ion of Gop,he has hitherto been-
our déliverer. We are free, even to the prefént
" day, from the ravages of war.” .In this? land 'of ©
free. om, the Church of Chrift may live: wuhout.
- perfecution. A preached Gofpel may. bé enjoy-
ed by all-clafles of our citizens.: Gop’s ‘hely fab-
Baths may be obferved by all thofe who ' fear his
Name'; and the ordinances of his houfe aré fta-
. tediy adminiftered in the Church. From: this.
. Brief fketch of national' mercies, it muft’ -appear,
tnat what was faid of the Hraelites: in-the  téxt,

v, with theﬁn&eﬂ truth, ' be applied 6 - us—
'T ‘I:e Lovd. oui God hatk déZz*ve: ed’ us ot cy’ fﬁ&t
* hands of all our encmnies on. every Srdei-

1I." Qur bleflings . and prwdecres have
brought- us under the ﬂrongeﬁ obligations*to.
remetber Him,. who conferred them on-us.

Wity refpectto the children .of Irael, this:
may be very plainly inferred;. fiom ‘what? is-laid:
to-their charge, in the text, They finned, ‘be-
caule 2key remembered wot-the Lord thetr God, who
tad delivered. Mrem i qf dze* /m;zd.s qf a/l r/}ez; e
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. .mies on - every fide-. The repeated-interpofitions-
of God, in their favour, brought them under as
many obligations to him 3 and thele obligations,

~ being difregarded,. enhanced- their erimmnality..
"They were a2 people, on whom peculiar privile-

~ ges were beflowed, and-by abufing thefe privile--

- ges, they did more: to.provoke God, than even.

~the i1dolatrous natidns arousnd them. After
bearing with them the appointed - time, in. his.

. boly anger, God cut them-off; and to this very
-day, they are.monuments of his awful difpleafure..
CAnd fince, thelr punifhment 1s declared, by di-

...vine authonty, to bean enfample for vs, we.may-

-_know that.a fimilar fate. and portion will over--

. take »s, if we.remember not-the Lord our God,..

.. who hath {o often redeemed us from our enemies, .

ﬁ, W are under obligation to diftinguifh.
ourlelves, by: Jonouring and glarifying  Ged,.as.

- much as He diftinguithes us, by mercies and-

privileges.  'Lhis 1s. agreeable fo the oracle of

-truth, and tc-the general opinion of men. That

.. an-1increafe of privi/eges.is followed by an increafe

ot obligation, 1s anidea.which is clearly advanced

by our Saviour, in Luke 12. 48.—* For wuuso-
whomfoever muck is.given, of kim fhall muck be re-
guired : and.to whom men have-committed much, of
kirs they will afk the more.” - Here the Saviouril-.
lultrates a weighty, folemn truth, by adverting to

the common opinion and pra&ice of men. 7o

whom men kave committed much, of khim they will

afk the more. Thus men, fee/, and thus they
pratisce. How, then;can they expect any thing:
elfe, but, that God will deal in the fame way
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with tkém 7 How umea{‘onab'le, h@w inconfift-
ent,. to harbour.a thought, that the- Judge of alt
the -earth will deviate from " this rule | 1f'men
would fuffer their thoughts torunin this chan-
nel, they would fee that every privilege, and ev -
g y ctl'nercy received;:. increafes thent obligations to -
o

- _ Wz have been taklng a_review of the inter-
~pofitions. of Géd- in our faveur; and we have..
- found them to be truly great s—but, it is anoth-
er and a {erious inquiry,: What returss -oughe
we-to make ? W hat fhall werender unto. the Lord,
Jor all his benefits towards us & External advanta- -
ges, without hearts £6-apply them to.a right vfe, |
- will imake neithera. people, nor a perfon - happy.
Thofe placcs, which’ enjoyed " great light and :
priviléges in the days of Chrift, were reprefented
as being brought. under great obhgatwns ; and,
on - account of ‘their- impeniténce. and unoehcf
were affured by bim, that it would be more tol--
erable for Sodom and: Gemoerrak in the day of-
judgment than for. them. - The only wayto pre-
vent its being meore tolerable for Sedonrand Go-.
. morrah in the day of Judgment; than for zsy
will be to remember the fuord cur God. It'will
be proper for us, in this place, particularly: to
confider how.we are to remember him.
1. W ought to remember the Iord-our:
Ged, .1n tummtr to him, by a rea/ repentance. .
TaaT we have often finned againft God is-
a-truth as obvious, as that we have lived-under
his government One thing, on which we-may
rely is, that we fhall never have any proper fen/z-
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of God, whilé we do ot feel our need “of repai--
tance. T'hat - godlv forrow for fin, which was f{o-
much the {ubject of the preaching ot Chrift and

his Apotftles, is always implied, when God is real~
Iy acknowledged by fallen men. . As {oon.as the
“chara@er of an infinitely perfe and holy God:

coimes into view, we muft unaveidably be atha- -
med ofenfefves.” In:making this obfervation, [
am countenanced by the experience and language

-of Job. 1 kave heard-ofi1hee by the hearing of the-
- ear : but notww:. mine eve Jea’f]z thee. Where ore £

ablor myfelf, asd repent in.diff and affés.§  How>
tnﬁmg, therefore, it wi ll be for us, .as individ-
v;als, or as a nation; to acknowl edge God with
sginpenitent hearts I'The Fews did as much as this,
.ihcy often drew nigh unto - God with’ their-

-mouth, and-honoured him with their Tips, wihle:

their beart was far from. him. .This was ace

knowledged to them ;* but, it had not the leaft

_Arniaence, in- ;efcumg them from the awful Judcm

- ments of God. Ler,. therefére; oneand all un-
derftand, that we are under the ﬁlonge{l obliga-
tions to.remember that God, who hat th {o-often-
“delivered ms from .our encinies. and that he will-

be remembered to.no . good purpoih wath Zmpeni-

- Jend /?ﬂ:zr!:. |

2. Taey, who are led by mercies to re-

- member God, will . be e*{.uted to. offeer- TOJ]]TH.

praifes and. thankfyivings. .

10 recount the mercies of 'Gad, and to
call to mind the paft dealings of his holy provi-
dence has been the pradtice of thofe who feared

§J0b 42. 5, Q. 7 Mart. 15. 8.
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"Gad in every age of the world., How often did
Moles dwell upon ihe aftonithing interpofitions
of God, 1n behalf of the people, whom he con-
~dulted to-the land of Canaan ? To this (ubje&t
how frequently did he call up the.attention of
dfrael 2 His prattice was alfo followed by Joihua,
and all the fucceeding leaders in Ifrael, who feared -
the Lord. To induce the people to remember
God, they would mention his wonderful deal-
-10gS W1th them, as a nation, and labour to im-
.prefs a fenfe-of them upon their nminds.
Waat we call Providence was to David-a
moft lnﬂru&we boaek ;—a book in which he ap-
_peared contmually to ftudy. Secarcely can we
turn to a Pfalm,. in which he does not particu-
larly acknowledge the benefits he derived from
this fource.  Language, fimilar to the following,
1S mteriperfed throughout ‘his  writings ‘““ O
. God, thou haff taught me from my vom& - and hith-
. erto have I declared thy wmzdmzzs works. ' Thoz,
who haff ﬂeewer’ me great and fore ‘troubles, fialf
-quicken me again from the depths of the eartl. Ny
{1ps lhall greatly rejoice, when I fing wito thee : and
my foul whick thon haff redéemed.”. A remem-
brance of God, in his promdences, excited, M
‘the heart of this good man, praifes and thank{-
oivings. - It appars,:as if be.cauld -not fay enougl
to perﬁmde others to praife the "Lord, at the re-
membrance of his works. ¢ O give thanks unto
the Lord ;s call upon his name 5 make known his
deeds among the people.  Sing unte him, fing | /‘ 1/nis
unto him : talk ve of all bis  wondrons tworks.”
How animating are his,words in the 124th
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~Plalm, where he “was celebrating. the "glorious
deliverance -of his people,’ I{rael “ If it had
stor been the’ Lord, ko was on our fide, now may
Ifrael fay . If it had not been the Lord 'w}zo was
oin our fide, when men rofe up agﬂsz us s Ahen
they had fwallowed us up quick, whe: t/ze,: wralk
-wwas kindled againft us.  Lhen the waters i1ad over-
whelmed us, the fiream had gone over our fouls.
Then the proud wvaters’ rad gone over ownr foufs.
:Blefled is the Lord, who lhath not given us a prey
-to their teetk.”’ Such were the lively views en-
tertained, by -David, of «God’s mercies, “\mani-
felted in his providence ; though the people of
Irael, as a body, were ﬁupld “and ungrateful.
Asa peoplc, ewe appear to maniféft the fame in-
oratitude, the fame backwardnefs to remember -
- uod and to praife his holy name. By perfifting
1n a lineof conduét, fimilar to that of the chil-
dren of Ifrael, -we have every reafon to expe&t we
fhall fall intoa fimilar condemnation. Nothing
but the great’'depths of divine mercy have hith-
erto {pared us. From the:rebellious, thismerey
will ere long-be with-holden, and, without cher-
-ithing a hearz-felt {enfe of divine benefits, we
-fhall fink. The Lord:our'Godis certainly not
remembered by us, {olong as'we " have no hearts
- to praife him for his goodnefs.

Tuey, who are led by mercies to re-
member God, delight 1n his worfhip, -both'in
his foufe, .and 1n the family.

To be where they may “hear of God and
join tn his worfhip,:is their ‘meaz and drink.
Social prayer is one of the appointed ways fora
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- people to ack. nowledge G—od This duty may be
performed by all bodies of people,” whether
oreat or {mall ; and- ‘there is the {fame generals -
reafon, why f(zmz/zes (hould- acknowledoe the.
mercies of. God, received’ 1n that conne&mn,-
and with joipt voice and heart, carry their {or-
rows to the T'hrone of Grace, that fowns or any
larger body of people flrould do the fame. How
dark ‘muflt be the profpect among that-people,
where the public® worfhip of God i1s generally-
negleGted ! How melancholy, alfo, muft be the
fituation of that family, in'which hisworthip is
not. maintained+—in ;which his holy name, 1n-a
{ocial mannet, is ‘never invoked 1" All fuck people
and all fuck families exhibit that kmd ofevidence
of :their not remembering the- Lord their God,
which- thsy will find particularly: noticed in.
the facred fcriptures.  Gh, how will¥divine fury .
‘be poured " out wupon -that” people, 'who Know:
not God, and upon thofe families which call not
on his name !—To flatter ourfelves, that God
"is remembered for his goodnefs, {folong as he is-
nofought unto by. prayer: 1s bolltering: “ourfelves
up with all our ingratitude, with all our: pollu=-
tion and vilenefs. T proceed to fhow, -
III. Trar ‘the holy anger and rnightegus
. dlfp‘cafulc of God may be piovoked by the:
manner in which we treat thofe men, who havsg
been ufed, as inframents of procuring and contine.
#i1g our bleﬂings.
AMoNg the Ifraclites, a fucceffion’ of men-
was raifed up, who diftinguithed themlielves, as-

minent deliverers to that people. Moles, Jolhs
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ua and Gideon were among the firft. FErom the
hiftory of this people it is evident, that the Lord;
was always provoked, when they manife{ted un-
orateful condu& towards thcife men, who hag
been ufed as .inftruments of. goad to them.
Awful - was the difplay of:divine wrathy; when
Korah, Dathan and Abiram ftirred up a.mutiny
in Ifrael, and prefumed boldly to fpeak againft
the adminiftration.of Mofes.®- That thefe men,
and their adherents, bad.no fenle of the paf fa-
vours of the Lord, was made exceedingly manitett,
by their proudly rifing up azainft the very perfon,
who . had led them, by the hand, througha
feries of the molt prefing dangers. A fin, of this.
nature, 1s laid to the charge of Iirael in the text.
 Neither frewed tiey éfiza?;zeﬁ to the foufz:pf feo-
rubbaal, namely Gideon, according to all the good-.
wefs whick ke kad fhewed unto Ifrael’’ - Gideon,
though he bad failings, as well as all men in the
flefh, was ufed as an infirument of great good
to i{racl, under their oppreffions. That people
manifelted the ungrateful feelings of.their hearts.
to him, by their manrer of treatyng his famuly,
and it was provoking to God. They hghtly cf-
tecmed not only the Aurhor of. the mercies they
veceived, but the sufrument, by whom they were.
procured. This is a {pecimen of the 1ngratitude
of men. o
A most diftinguifhed . deliverer has  been
raifed up for the people of thns. land. He has
made facrifices for the good of this people, which
arc enough deeply to affe@ their hearts, 1if they
were  fufceptible of impreffions of gratituds;
| ¥ Numb. 16. .
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‘equal to the fuvours done. For ifiofe. than twenty
years, he has been at the helm of our national affairs,
firft, as the leader, and. Gengeral of our armies, and -,
fince, as.the Prefident of thefe. United States ; and he
has.been enabled, under God, to condu&@ us, amidft
the.ftorms and.convulfions of the times; to the haven of -
unparalleled, profperity. | : *

But now we are crowned withnational happinefs,
our amazing ingratitude burfls forth to light :—our
amazing- ingratitude, not only to the Supreme Ruler -
of nations, but, to that man, who has been the inftru-
ment of fo mouch goodtous.. Even his Kindnefs, as an
inflrument, s by fomre not remembered.. Whoe could -
have thought, that the charadter of WasnincTON, of
whofe. integrity, wildom and patrieti{in, .we feemingly -
have had all pofible proof, would ever have been called -
111 queltion, by the people of America ! Why isit, that
the prefent bappy and flourifsing {tate of our country is
not viewed, as .pleading more powerfully in his behalf,
‘and as affording conyincing evidence of the wifdom of .
“his.adminiftration ?- But, {uch is the uncertainty of hi-

man affairs., We are treading 1n the {fame path, whick"
has been trodden by other nations before us. It has
always appeared,;._that there was no. confidence to be
put i3 man. . Of the fa_mg_,,melanchely,' f!:It*'!.‘:‘\l.*h we-are .
«xhibiting new proof.

May our diftinguiflied delivierer,-now he isabout
to retire from public life, be thoreughly convinced, that
it.is better to truft in the Lord, thaxn to put confiderce in man.
Imprefled with this truth, he will have confolation,
~wvhich the world,can neither give, nor take away.

May the Lord forgive the ingratitude of this peo-
ple, and have mercy -on us, by cauling the place of ..
Wafhington tobe fupplied with a citizen, who fhaill -
have regard to the glory of the Supreme, and theigond
‘of this great people, and who may be inftrumenial of
continping and increaling our national felicity.

TuEe thoughts fuggelted on this fubjedt naturaliy
Jead us, as a town, to review paft favours, and to feel -
the obligations we. aie under touemember the Lerd onr

Cod,s . | . f

J‘
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In conne@ion with national bleflings, of which
we, as a fmall part ofthe Nation, have been allowed
to partake, many Joca/ privileges and bleflings demand
the grateful feelings of our hearts. In this place, we
have enjoyed general health through the laft feafon,
and for feveral months paft, 1t hasbeen a time ofunu-
fiul health, The earth has yielded us fuch increafe] as -
that a competent fupply of food- for man and beaft is,
this day, to be acknowledged. Ged’sholy'word, his
fabbaths, the preachimg of the Gofpel and divine ordi-
nances, arec yet cossinuved to us, as- monuments of his
mercy. Here we are, my brethren, in the midit of
bleflings 7zaip ora!la.nd- fpiritual, O F let us give tharks wai-
to tr2 Lord ; call .upon Bis nanz, and make inowr his deeds
apong the people. . | - |

‘Tnouvcn furroundeéd with the bleflings of heaven,
let us net forget, that the.rod ofGod’s holy anger i=z-

vifible—that- it is {tretched over s, and calls for on-
“attention. He-with-holds the rain from hkeaven, he-
dries up the flreams; he keeps back the {prings, and
¢aufes many families to experience diftrefs. This
ought to lead us te. humzility , and to awaken in us a {enfe-
of our dependeice, . From what we now experience, we
may form {ome faint conceptions of the diltrefs, which
a general droughtupon the earth would occalion:— Bui;
how much zore to be dreaded than. this, is a /piriteal
dronght £ -With all our advantages 1o Xnow whatr mold-
concernas us, why are wenoc fenfisle of this, and excited.
to pray for the blefled influences of the Holy -Spiric ?
Without thefe are fhed down upon ws, and ouv children,
we and they may have profperity; in this wor/d, only to-
be muadeanore wrefened, 1n that which Is ta come.

LET ns offéra.iribute of praife te-God; that we
have oppertunity, at the call of our rulers, to urite
with our fellow.citizens of this Commonwealth, inac-
knowledging divine mercies, Let us notaé a part {o-
incm}ﬁﬂent, as (o convertthis da}f of rz*corml‘iﬁg the ey -
cies of the Lord, this day of thanifgiving, into a day of
carnal mirth and amu{ement,

Gop grant, that we may all, of every age, be ex-
cited to remmember the Author ef our mercies, and te-
praife his holy name. AMEN.. -



