By Hs EXCELLENCY

JOHN HANCOCK, Efg;

Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the Commonwealth of Maffachuferss.

A PROCLAMATION for a Day of THANKSGIVING.

HEREAS it hath pleafed Almighty GOD, the Father of Mercies, remarkably to affift and fuppore
the United States of America, in their important Struggle for Liberty againft the long continued Efforts
of a powerful Nation; it is the Duty of all Ranks of Peoplc to obferve and chankfully acknowledge the

Interpofitions of his Providence in their behalf. ' B .

Through the whole of the Conteflt, from its firlt Rifc to this Time, the Influence of Divine Providence may
be clearly perceived in many fignal Inftances, of which but a few arc mentioned.

In revealing the Counfels of our Enemies, when the Difcoveries were feafonable and important, and the Means
fecmingly inadequate or for.tuitous:- . ' '

In preferving and even improving the Union of the feveral States, on the Breach of which our Enemics
placed their greateft Dependence— . _

In increafing the Number and adding to the Zeal and Accachmenc of the Friends of Libercy.—

In granting remarkable Deliverances, and blefling us with the moft fignal Succefs whea Affairs feemed to
have the moft difcouraging Appearance —

In raifing up for us a powerful and generous Ally, in one of the firft of the Europcan Powers —

"~ In confounding the Counfels of our Enemies and fuffering them to purfue fuch Mecafures as have moft
diredtly contributed to fruftrace cheir ovn Dcfives and Expectations.—
Above all, _

In making tlicir cxcreme Crucley to the Inhiabizants of thefe States, vhen in their Power, and their Savace
Devaltation of froperty, the very heans i cementing our Unien, and adding Vigor to every Effort in Oppolition
to them,

And as, therefore, itis the incunbzat Duty of the good People of this State, as well as of thofe of the other
Sratss, to take a Retrofpe& on the Lvenes which have taken Place fince the Beginning of the War, fo I casnot
but recommend, in a particular Manner to their Oblervation, the Goodnefs of GOD. in the Year now drawing
ro a2 Concluficn.

In which, .
I'he Confederation of the United States has been compleated.—
In which,

There have been fo many Inftances of Prowefs and Succefs in our Armics, particularly in the Southem Statcs,
where, notwithftanding the Diflicultics tvith which they had to firuggle, they have recovered the whole Country
which the Encmy had over-run, leaving them only a Poft or two on or ncar the Sea.—

In which,

We have been o powerfully and cffeGually affifted by our Allies, while, in all the conjun& Operations, the
mof perfet Harmony has fubfifted in the Allied Army.—

In which,
There has been fo plentiful a Harveft, and fo greac Abundance of the Fruits of the Farcth of cvery Kind,

as not only cnables us cafily to fupply the Wants of our Army, buc gives Comfort and Happinefs to the whole
People :—And, |

In which,

After the Succefs of our Allics by Sca, a General of the firft Rank, with his whole Army, has been captured
by the allied Forces under the Direltion of our Commander in Chicf,

Do therefore, by and with the Advice of the Council, appoint, and do hereby appoint the Thirteenth

Day of Deccmber next (the Day recommended by the Congrefs to all the States) to be religioutly

obferved as a Day of Thankfgwing and Praycr ; chae all the People may affemble on that Day, with
arateful Hearts to celebrate the Praiies of our gracious Benefattor; to confefs our manifold Sins ; to offer u
our moit fervent Supplications to the God of all Crace, that it may pleafe Him to pardon our Offences and
incline our Hearts for the futurc to keep all his Laws, to comfort and relieve all our Brethren who are in Diffrefs
or Captivity; to profper our Husbandmen and give Succefs to all engared in lawful Commerce ; to direct all our
public Counfels, and to impart Judgment and Lortitude to our Qiticers and Soldiers ; to proteét and profper gur
tlluftrivus Ally, and favour our uniced Lixertions for the fpeedy Eftablithment of a fafc, honourable and laftin

Peace : to blufs ail Seminaries of Lcaming, and caufe the Kuowledge of GOD to cover the Earth, as the M aters
cover the Sea.

Given at the Council-Chamber in Boffon the Twenty Sccond Day of November, in the Year of Our LORD One Thoufand
Seven Hundred and Fighty one, and in the Sixth Year of the Independence of the United States of Amgrica.

By His Excellency’s Command, 70b” H aﬂ€0€" .

Jobn Avery, jun. Sccretary,

GOD save TtHE UNITED STATES or AMERICA.,



