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Governor of the Commonwealth of Machafetts.

A PROCLAMA ION
For a Day of THANKSGIING.

HEREAS ic hath pleafed the Supreme Ruler of ali huan Evenss to difpeft thc

Hearts of che late Belligerent Powers to put a Period to theffufion of human Blood,

by proclaiming a Ceflation of all Hoftilities by Sea and Lar, and thicfe United States

are not only happily refcued from cffe Danger and Calamities to wha they have been fo long
expofed, but their Freedom, Sovereignty and Independence ultimare acknowledged.

And whercas in the Progrefs ot a Conteft on which the moft fendial Richis of human
Nature depended, the Interpofition ot Divine Providence in our Favur hath been moft abun-
dantly and moft gracioufly manifefted, and the Citizens of thefe Unice States have every Reafor
for Praife and Gratirude to the God pf their Salvacion.

Imp.reH'ed therefore with an exalced Senfe of the Bleflings by whichwe are farrounded, and of
our entire Dependence onthat Almighty Being from whofe Goodnefs anl Bounty they are derived :

I do by and with the Advice of the Ceuncil appoint Thurfday the Lleventh Day of December
75t (the Day recommended by the Congrefs to all the States) tobe religioufly obferved as
a Day of Thankfgiving and Praycr, that all the People may then sffemble to celebrate with

gra;cful Hearts and united Voices, the Praifes of their Supreme and all Bountiful Benefactor
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through all thePerils and Vicillicudes of theWars; that he Lach given usUnanimity and Refolution
to adhere to our juft Rights; that he hath raifed up a powerful Ally to aflift us in fupporcing
them, and hath fo far crowned our united b florts with tuccefs, that in the Cowfc of the
prefent Year Hoftilicies have ceafud, ard we are lett in the unduputed Poflflion of our
Libertics and Independence, and of the Fruits of our own Lands, and 1n the free Participation
of the Treafures of the Sea ; that he hath profpered the Labour of our Husbandmen wich
plentiful Harvefts ; and above all, thac he hath been pleafed to continue to us the I ight of
the blefled Gofpel, and fecured to us, in the fulleft Extent, the Righes of Confeience in Faich
and Worfhip. And while our Hearts overflow with Graawude and our Lips fct foith the
Praifes of our great Crcator, cthat we alfo ofter up fervent Supplications, that it may pleafe
him to pardon all our Oftences, to give Wildom and Unanimicy to our public Councils, to
cement all our Citizens in the Bonds of Affeétion, and to infpire them with an earneft Regard
for the natioral Honour and Intcreft, to enable them to improve the Days of Profperity by
every gocd Work, and to be Lovers of Pcace and Tranquility ; that he may be pleafed to
blefs us in our Husbandiy, our Commerce and Navigation, to fmile upen our Seminaries and
Means of Education, to caufe pure Religion and Virtue to tlourith, to give Peace to all
Nations, and to fill the World wich his Glory,

Given at the Council-Chamber in Doffor, the Figith Day of Noveinlter, m the Year of
our LORD Onc Thoufand Scven Hundred and Fighey thiee, and n the bighth Year
of the Indcpendence of che United States of Anerica,

Jobn Hancock.

By His ExceLrLency’'s Command,
with the Advice and Confent of the Council,

Joun Avery, jun, Secretary.

GOD save tue UNITED STATES or AMERICA,



