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John Hancock, Elqg;

Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the Commonwealth
of MASSACHUSETTS.

A PROCLAMATION,

For a Day of THANKSGIVING.

i

W HEREAS it hath pleafed Almighty G OD, the Father of all Mercies, amidft che
Viciflicudes and Calamicies of War, to beftow Bleflings on the People of chefe
States, which call for their devout and thankful Acknowledgments ; more efpecially in
the late remarkable Interpofition of His watchful Providence, in refcuing the Perfon of
our Commander in Chief, and the Army, from imminent Dangers, at the Moment when
Treafon was ripened for Bxccution ; in profpering the Labours of the Husbandmen, and
caufing the Farth to yield its Increafe in plentiful Harvefts; and above all, in continuing
to us the Enjoyment of the Gofpel of Peace:

DO therefore, by and with che Advice of the Council, recommend to the good People

of this Commonwealth, to fec a-part THURSDAY the Seventh Cay of Drcemser
next, (‘the Day recommended by the Congrefs fo all the States) to be obferved as a Day of
public THANKSG1 VINC and PRAYER :—Thac all the People may aflemble on chat
Day, to celebrate the Praifes of our Divine Benefactor,—to confefs our Unwerchinefs of
the leaft of his Favours,—and to offer our fervent Supplications to the G O D of all Grace,
that it may pleafe Him to pardon our heinous Tranfgreflions, and inclinc our Hearcs for
the future to keep all his Laws,—to comfort and relicve our Brethren who are in any wife
afflied or diftrefled,---to fmile upon our Husbandry and Trade,---to dire& our public Coun-.
cils,-~andlead our Forces by Land and Sca to Vitory,---to take our illuftrious Ally under
His fpecial Prote&tion, and favour our joint Councils and Exertions for the Efftablithment
of fpeedy and permanent Pcace,---to cherifh all Schools and Seminaries of Educacion,---and
to caufe the Knowledge of Chriftianity co fpread over all the Earth.

G IV E N at the Council-Chamber in Rofton, the Eizbth Day of November, 11 the Yean

of our Lord One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Righty, and in the Fifth Year of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America,

JOHN HANCOCK.

By His Excellency’s Command,
JOHN AVERY, Secy.

‘GOD fave the PEOPLE of the Uniten STATss



