Commonwealth of Maflachufetts.

By Hs EXCELLENCY

JOHN HANCOCK, Equire,

Governour of the Commonwealth of MASSACHUSETTSs.

A  Proclamation,

For 2 DAY of Pusic THANKSGIVING.

5
H E Mercies which we are conftantly receiving at the Hands of ALmicuTy GOD, ought ever to remind us of our dependence up-

on, and obligations to H1M ; and as the Bufinefs of the Year is now drawing towards a Conclufion, it becomes our fpecial Duty, ac-
cording to the laudable Ufage of this Commonwealth, in a Public and focial Manner, gratefully to acknowledge th= manifold Boun-
tics of Divine ProvIDENCE, conferred v 1 us in the courfe thereof.

I HAVE THEREFORE THOUGHT FIT, by and with the Advice of the Counciy,

’
to appoint, and po HEREBY appoint THURSDAY, the Twenty-ninth day of November next, to be fet a part, and obferved as a DAY of Pug-
Lic THANKSGIVING,—that all the People of this Commonwealth, may at onc Time, and with one Vgjce, devoutly cxprefs their Gratitude
to our Great BENEFACTOR, for His inpumerable Benefits ; particularly that in the courfe of the Year pa(x: hath been pleafed to favour the
People with an uncommon Meafure of Health ; to reftore Peace and Tranquility to this Commonwealth in fo great a Degree ; to order the
Seafons {o fivourably, that the Labour of the Hufbandman has been crowned with an abundance of the Produce of the Earth ; to increafe our
Fifheries, and enlirge our ManufaGures and Commerce, and gracioufly to dire& and fucceed the Adminiftrations of Government,—and above all
that 1e has mezcifully continued to us the Light of the Bl:fled GOSPEL, together with the full Enjoyment of our invaluable Privileges, rc-
ligious and civil.

And I po nERrREBY exhort all Miniftérs of ths Gofpel, within this Commonwealth, with their feveral Congregations, to aflemble on that
Day, in their feveral Places of religious Worthip ; and in a Solemn and Public Manner, to render their unfeigned Thanks to ALmicuTY
GOD, for thafe and all othzr of nis Morcies :-—And I further recommend to Minifters and People, to accompany their Thank/zivings, with
devoat and fervent Prayers to the Great GovernouURr of the World—that, notwithftanding our Ingratitude, and manifold Tranfgreffions, 1
would contirtuz n1s gracious Providence over us ;—that me would profper our Public Councils,—and particulacly, that, at this Important
Crifis of our Public Affairs, ue would give all needed Wifdom to the Delegates, that may be appointed to take under Confideration the pro-
ceedings of the latc Continental Convention,—and that the Refult of their Deliberations, may be the Happy Eftablithment of fuch a Govern-
ment, as may be ad@pted to the common Safety and Happinefs ;—and finally, that Peace and Concord, Truth and Jutftice, Benevolence and un-
defiled Religion, may univerfally prevail.

And it is carneftly recommended, that the @id DAY be religioufly obferved, and that all unneceffary Labour be fufpendcil thereon.

G IV EN atthe CounciL-Cuamser, i BosTon, the Twenty-fifth D.ay of OQober, sn the Year of our L OR D, One
Thoufand Scven Hundred and Eighty-Seven, ami in the tmftb Year qf the INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STATEs of

ppRres JOHN HANCOCK.

Py bis Excellency’s Command, »
With the Advice and Confent of the Councily
JOHN AVERY, jun. Seccretary.

G OD fave the Commonesealth of MASSACHUSETTS !
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