Commonwealth of Maflachufetts.

By H1s EXCELLENCY

John Hancock, Elquire,

GOVERNOR of the COMMONWEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS.

A PROCLAMATION

For a DAY of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING.

HEREAS it is the incumbent duty ¢f Communities, as well

as individual Perfons, on all proper Occafions, to recolleét the innumerable Blefs

fings conferred upon them, by their all-gracious Father and Benefactor: And as

the Seafon of the Year is now approaching, when, in imitation of the Example

of our venerable Forcfathers, a Dayv has been invariably fet apart for this Janda.
ble and religious Purpofe :

I HAVE THEREFORE THOUGHT IT FIT, aad by the Advice and Con-
fent of the Councir, po vurEBY accordingly appoint THURSDAY, the 7wees y:ﬁ{tb day of No-
vember next, to be obferved as a Day of rustic THANKSGIVING znd PR AISE, throughout this
Commonwealth : Herchy cailing upon Minifters and People of every dencmination, to af%emble on
the faid Day, and devoutly, and with onc accord, to join in fo rational and delightful an Exercife.
Rendering to Geb the tribute of Praife, for his unmerited goodnefs towards us, in favouring us with
fo great a meafure of Health—in preferving us from defolating Judgments,—in fo far fmiling upon
our Trade, our Fifherv, and the works of our Hands,—in profpering the Induftry of the Hufband-
man, and affording us the profpect of a plentiful Harveft,—in continuing to us the immocent enjoy-
ments of focial life—the means of Rcligion—the right of privat: Judgment, and the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to enlighten and makc us wife to Liternal Salvation.  And, together with 1hank-
Offerings, it s highly becoming, that we prefent our humble and penitent Supplications to the Gop
of 2ll Grace, that He weuld be pleafed mercilully to forgive our manifold ins, and through the fanc-
tifying Influences of his Spirit, correct our Hearts and Manners, and make us a holy and a happy
People ;—That He would be pleafed to preferve to us our invaluable Rights and Liberties, civil and
religious;—To profger the adminiftrition of the Governmnent of the United States, and of this, and the
other States in the Union, according to the true intent of their refpective Conftitutions ;—To afford
his further Bleflings on our Agiiculture and Fithery, Commerce and Manufatures ;—To fmile upon
our Uriverfity, and all Seminaiies of Learning, {o that Streams may iflue {from them, to make glad the
City of our Gon';—To blefs the Allies of the United $tates, and all the Nations of the Farth ;—To
put an end to civil and religious invafions on the Rights of Men ; and to caufe the benign Religion
of our Lorb and Saviour JESUS CHRIST, to be known, underitood and pralticed among all
the Inhabitants of the Earth.

And I doearneftly recommend to the good People of this Cominonwealth, to abftain from all fer-
vile Labour and Rccreation, incontiftent with the folemnity of the faid Day.

GIVENat the Council-Chamber, i Rofton, #he fixteenth D.zy of September, iz the Year of our
Loro, one Thouluind feven Hindred aud Ninety, and in the Hitteenth Tear of the Independence

of the United States of AMERICA,
JOHMN HANCOCK.

JOIIN AVERY, jun. Secretary.
G OD [fuve the Comntonczealth of MASSACHUSETTS |

———

By bis FExcellevey's Covomard,
With the odidvice and Gerfent of the Couicil,
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