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A
THANKSGIVING

SERMON.

PsaLm 148th. 1ft, 2d, gd, 4th.

Praife yethe Lord. Praifeyethe Lord from the heau-
ens : praife him in the heights. Praife ye him, all
his angels . praife ye him, ail his hofls. Pravfe ye
him, fun and moon : praife him, all yc fiars of
light. Praife him, ye heavens of heavens.

HESE words were uttered by the Piaim-

ift from a moft exalted view of the great

Creator, and his works of nature and providence.
And they are well adapted to dire&t our minds on
this occaiion of public thanks aud. praife. In the
paflage before us, the Pfalmift Arft exhorts men
to praifc the Lord ; andin a particular manner he
kas reference to his own nation, the Jews. DBut
then he doubtlefs meant to extend his exhortation
to all mankind. Praife ye the Lord, fays he, from
the heavens. Herc it fecms as though he borrow-
ed an argument from the works of God in the br-
mament, to excite men to praile the great Crea-
tor. His argument may ftand thus—from a view
of the heavens, which eminently dilplay the di-
vine perfeftions, be perfuaded tc praile the Lord.
Praile him all his angels. Here the Plalalit s
not contented to call upon men n carth, to praife
the glorious Crz=ator, but he calls on the heavenly
hofts, the immediate minifters of Cod's prefence

aud




nd providence. Memand angels aze called vpon
.o pratfe God a&treely, inthe full exercife of thetr
sattonal facultics.  Menare capable of pious praif-
€3, in o degree, from the view they may have of
slie disiine perfections. But they move in 2 fphere
much below the angels of light. - They are pure
aad fand continwaily before the throne, and kave
the moft friking difplays of she divine perfeltions
and glory to filt their forls with fentiments of praife.
Thete beings are capable of the mofk exaltcé prais-
es, from the mod puse fentiments, and in the mol
roble manner. But the mfpired writer calls not
vely upon menr and angels to pratle the Lord, bt
ke calsvpon thei mamateneatxm, wpontheearth
a2ud things ip the carth, wpon the beavens aad the
Yearons of beavens, P:aﬂ"e ye him, ye {un& mpen,
zzd ak ye flars of light. Here be gives fuil fcope
o his mind, and takes i In all the works of God.
Fhefe manimate pasts of ihe unreerfe prae God,
bv a d iplay of brs perfeéiions in their creation, ard
m tieir betng wilely fitted o anfwer the end of
gh=ir being. Bet mankind are sequired to do inore
than to praiﬁ-:— God paflively. It is true, they do
this in the wonderful conftruciion of thewr bodies,
and the moral powers of therr minds. But yet they
ought to do it by a right ufe apd a plmtmof
ibefe powers, for the ends for whieh they were
given. Dy praifing the kord, we are to underﬁand
an acknowledgement of his divine perfeéhons, as
diplayed in the works of creation; providence and
redemption. And in order to praife him, we muff
have proper apprehenfions of his charaller.

We cannot fuitably honor God in this fervice,
without a proper knowledge of him. We muft
view fLin as being infnitely perfe@, wahout any

defctd,
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defcf, dependence, wants, ok ablencls to changes
and as being of the mol fpotlels purity ; and xlas
moft ablolute moral re@itude. All his perfedions
aeft be confidered in karmony, as being the pre-
pertics of abfolute perd eQion. Having this appre-
zenlion of God, we fhali cntertain noideas of hisr,
that will fapprels our moft exalted clteem, Tewer-
ence and adoration. Dot we thal difcover every
thing, shat is pecelfary to exalt our ideas of him,
and to excite our. minds o the mo't exaticd prafes.
Yo vur praifes of God, we ought not to Tuppaic
oL ¢ we car add to his Felicity, ordo him any fer-
vice, t}i&i'.:ﬂigll‘tend‘cr him more independent thas
he is in his own nature. Abfolute perlc&ion na-
earal 1nd moral invalves ihé idca of the mol pee-
fodt independence and happinels. He that is 3b-
folutelv puriett. cannot be fiable to any inmury;
por can he be fubjefd 10 any wants. Nor 18 1t 0¥z
duty to praife the Lord becaule ke ftandeth m
need of our f{erviccs, but bécaale itis fit and real-
onable, that creatures thould pay homage to tuw

Creator; and becaufe this 1s adapted to fll our

fouls with zoble religious and ‘mioral fentiments,

ments of heaven. .o

e a T e o
 Avz religien beginsin ghe belief of 2 God ; and
2l religisus and moral obligations are grounded
on the exiftrace of a:God of all pollible perfec-
tions: o\t the peailes -of God tend to slluftrace
thefe obliga:ions, and 1o imprefls them upon the
mitid with eicacy. We muft theh praife the Lord,
but not tuiiking thereby toiadd to his fehony, oz
to flattér aum, as men deione auother.
W e mu i alfo ;;faife theLord with humility and

reverence. God isinheaven and menupon cacth.
lc
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Heisaking aponbis throne,and we arc his fubjefts.
Heis the Cre ator, but man is the workmanthip of
Lis hands. God is a'being of all pofible pexfe&xon 3
but man has no abfolute pcrfe&mn. God is a
being of fpoticls purity and holinefs ; but. man is a'
pollutul {inner,and a rebel againft his throne. God
15 a being Almighty and independent; but man is
impotent "and full of wants. "‘hereforc, we ought
to addrefs the moft high in our praifes with humil-
ity and reverence, and not with haughty confi-
dence, or indecent airs of familiarity. Gravity
and folemnity ought to attend all our religious fer-
vices. Divine pr'\rfes are an imporfant part of re-
ligious fervice, and ought not to be performed thh
nattention, or with careleﬂnefs.

W e mull alfo praife our greatCreator and prefer:
ver with fincerity ; that is, with the real fentiments
of our minds, not uttering things, we do not really
bclieve, or with which our minds are hot fuitably
affcfted :—For {uch muft be the praifes of the
hypocrite, which are’an abomxnatlon to the Lord.
It is to be feared, that many perfcns join in praif-
esto God mthout properly confidering the import-
ance of the duty, or attending to any agreement be-
tween their real fentiments and their expreflions. It
is {urprifing, that men fhould utter themfelves de-
ceitfully before the Lord and adore bim for his
perfetions, when they have no preper fenle of his
mcral charader upon their minds. Strange they
fhould praife him for his mercy, when they are
continually abufing it; and living .in - pradtices,
that tend to excite his dxfplcafute. . ‘Strange they
thould praxfe him for his holmefs, when they live
in impurity. Can this be done in ﬁnccnty and
truth 7 Will not a fenfe of divine compaffion ex-

-~ clte
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cite the mind to repentance 7 Will not a realiz-
ing view of God’s holinefs mortify fin within us

ane dnd affimilate us to hinifelf ? God will never

view himfelf ds honoted by hypocritical praifes and
adorations ; nor will fuch {ervices infpire the mind
with pidus fentimerits, ot aflihilate the foul to the
thoral perfeftions of Deity.

Bu T ferther, we ought to praife the Lord ifi the
exercifesofrepentance. The perfon, who has fuit-
abie apprehenfions of God's moral charatter, muft
of co’nfgquence entertdin fuitable ideas of his own
vilenefs and moral deformity. The perfon, who
has proper ideas of God's goodnefls, mercy, juf-
ticé, holinefs and divine majefty, cannot but ac-
knowledge his own crimes, and mourn that he has
offended bis good and gracious fovereign. Nor
will any praifes or acknowledgements of God’s per-
fe@ions be confidered,as a religious fervice inmen,
who by their wilful continuance in fin, bid defance
to God’s moral government. A love of {in and
a refolution to praéiife it will not accord with pi-
ous adorations.

Tue praifes of the great Creator muft proceed
from a heart abhorrent of moral pollution, and e-
very thing, that fhall be diipleafing to the divine
majefty. The prailes of God, rightly performed,
proceed frowm {entiments of gratitude, love and
thankfulnefs. But how can thefe fentiments ex-
ift in 2 mind, that has no regard to God's laws, but
is continually in the violation of them ? Can a per-
fon be religioufly thankful for favors, which he
mifimproves and abufes ? Can he love God, who
has not a fincere defire to pleafe and glority hun?

B Repentance

1’\&"'
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Repentance and fincere obedience to God's laws
are the proper emanations of love, they are the
fruits and evidences of it; and our obedience to
the divine laws is the molt noble praife, that we
canrender to God. By this he is more highly hon-
ored than by all the pageant hemage, that can be
rendered him, without thankful and fubmiffive

minds.

Wuen we make a right ufe of our rational pow-
ers and faculties, in the fervice of our Creator, we
do honor to his perfc&tions far greater than can
be refle@ed from the univerle of inanimate na-
ture. The heavens declare the glory of God, &
the firmament fheweth forth his handy work. But
thefe are wmeer machines or pallive powers,

that are afled upon by the divine energy. But the
honor done to God, tn the right exercife of the
‘meral powers of the mind, proceeds from a vo-
Juntary fervice, and exhibits the higheft poflible
£ill of the divine architedt.

Ir then we would fuitably render praifes and
glory to God, the great Creator and Governor of
the world, we muft be willing fubjeéts of his king-
dom, and honor all his laws by obedicnce to them.
By this, fays our Saviour to his difciples, 15 my fa-
ther glorified, that ye bear much fruit. |

Burt there are fome particular afls of daty, by
which we are efpecially required to praife the Lord.
‘Chis we are required to do by pruyer. In this
duty we not only petition for what we may ftand
in nced of ; but we alfo adore the divine excell-

cacles, and thankfu! ly acknowledge all bleflinge
vecelved.
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received. This we are all bound in realon and
religion to da, at all proper feafuns, in our retire-
mewnts and in our families ; but more efpecially
in the congregation of the people, ffex.bled for
the honor of Ged, in the public fervices of religi-
on. Ithas in every age of the world been cuf-
tomary, among all nations profefling religion, to
cal! folemn affemblies, to render praifes and thanks
to God, for the difplays of his perfettions, in
all his works ; and this ufage has been fupourted
by divine appointment. The Jewifh nation, efpe-
cialiy, abounded with folecmnities of this nature.
They had their feaft of tabernacles, their feaft of
pentecoft, their fealt of paffover, and their feaft of
harveft. All thefe were to bear up memorable e-
vents of God's providence ; and teo cultivate ia
their minds fentiments of grattude and praife to
their Creator and Saviour.

ITis true, we are not bound to pra&ice the Jew-
ith forms of religion as fuch, but wc are bound to
render, as Chriftian focieties, public prailes to the
great Creator and Redeemer. Both reafon and
revelation diftate the importance of the duty. Pub-
lic benefits ought cver to be publicly acknow-
ledged. We ought not only to praife God in our
hearts, but alfo in {uitable expreflions of the mouth,
We ought in our devout addrefles to Leaven, on
fuch occafions, to reccunt, fo far as we can, the
expreflions of divine goodnefs, power and faith.
fulnefs, run themn over 11 our minds and exprefs
our thankfulne(s fur the beftowment ol them.

Havine confidered the manner, we proceed
to point out the obligations and reafonablenels of
pratfing the Lerd, Wi
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W e are underobligation to praife him, becaufe
he is the Creator of all things, and hasip them dif-
played the moft abfolute perfeflion. It is right,
that creatures thould pxalfc and do homage to their
Creator. Al his perfe@tions demaad this of us.
Was the univerfe brought into Leing by fate or
chance ; were all things independent of Deity, it
would be abfurd to attempt rhe illuftration of thc
pointin hand. But we are fure, that God is the
Creator of all thing 5. For there cannot be more
than one eternal 1& £ eviftent being, and this is
God; and of crmitquence all other beings were
made by him. Ard certainly our praifes ought to
be moft exalied of that God, who has dxfplaycd
fuw mﬁmte perfc&wns in his works,

How it is, that God can make that to be or
exift, which once in effence was not, we cannot
comprehend, How it is, that one fingle atom,
which once was not, ihould come into exiftence,
we cannot ynderftand. “This to us is wonderful
The power, which can effeét it, furely mift be i in-
finite : and the wifdom that could contrive it, muft
be be)ond compreheuﬁon.

BU T oyr views of God’s wi{dom and power muft
be exalted and excite wonder, as we afcend from
“aton.s to infinity of atoms; from atoms to fpecxes
of beings, and from prQle to infipity of {pecies of
beings ; and from hence to infinity of worlds, or
fyﬁems, which comprehcnd the univerfe.

Our earth is but a fmall part of the works of
God;and yet there are in it more works than man

could felly inveftigate, enumerate or underftand,
was
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was he to continue on earth, from the period of
its creation to its diffolution. There 1sin the a-
nimal world a vaft variety of fpecies of being, in
an eafy gradation, from the lowelt to the higheft;
and the rational world here below confifts of a_
mumber, which requires an high ftretch of calcu-
iatier w reckon up. - But thele are but meer-at-

oms of God’s extenfive works., e

1r we look toward the firmament, an innume-
rible company of farry worlds arreft our fight.
"Thefe globes appear by nice celculation to be of
_yaft magnitude, and many of them far exceed our
“carth in diameter and circumferc:.2= : and thoulg
- we be admitted to travel the vaft cxpanfe, doubt-
lefs we fhould find globe rifing upon globe, and
fyftem upon {yftem, without ever finding an end.

Tuus the holy feriptyres give us vaft concep-
tions.of the extent of God's works. The Pfalmift
In our text wakés mention of the heavens of heav-
ens, that is, of heaveps aboye heavens, rifing uporn:

heavens,

- Tuus St. Paul fpeaks of a third heaven, and
in confequence there muft be afirft and fccend,
And doubtlels, there are ir all thefe ftarry worlds
fuitable beings to inhabit them, Thus we read, that
God not only in fix days created the heavensand
the' earth, but all their hofts. Hofts of beings were
created to inhabit the ‘globes, which God had made.
What an exalted view muft this give an attentive
mind of the valt works of God ? Here we have in
one complex view a {triking reprefentation of the
great firft caufe, L

PowERr
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Funtimny wwad

Power muft be infinite to bring into being fuch
an infinity of beings, and of fuch vaft extent. And
infinite goodnefs mufl be neceflary to induce the
great Creator to make fuch a variety of beings,
“capable of degrees of happinefs, according to their
nature and. conftitution. And infinite wifdom is
neceflary to the forming the plan of this univérle,
~ and maintaining it in {uch nice harmony,. by laws

adapted to its “ifferent parts and fpecies. Here
we fee the evidence ot {od’s immutability, in car-
1ying on <2 his works by anding laws, Here we
fee God’s ommprefence in being in all parts of the
univerfe, {upporting and managing the vaft fab-
gich of creation. Well then might the Pfalmift
call on migi and’ angels, the. earth. .md the heavens,
ynh all thexr hofts to praife the Lod.

BUT, if we defcend more partxcu]ar}y to the
works of God’s providence, we fhalk find new oc-
cafion to render him praile, - Gog not only creat.
ed, but he preferves all things in being. The u-
niverfe ¢an no more exift mdependent of him,
than it could create itfelf. The heavenly bodies,
we fee, are fupported in their order, they are car-
fled on m their variaus courfes without confufien.
If thefe inanimate beings are thus preferved by
the power of God, we may well conclude their

vaﬁ hofts are fupported by his providence.

. Bur it is but- little, we can know beyond the
flage, on which we are called to a®t. Here we
have firiking evidence of the all furrounding and
fupporting providence of God. InGod welive,
movc and have our being. . That power, which

excatcd, is fill neceflary to preferve us.  Our bo-
dily
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dily life, it Is true, is preferved by means or fecond
caules ; but then theie depend upon the firft. The
inanimate world and its appendages are fupported
and preferved by flated laws, but thefe laws are
nothing lefs than the power of God regularly ex-
erted for this end. It would be a dangerous er-
ror indeed, for us to prefume that all our bleffings
were the mere gifts of nature, independent of the
providence of God.  This would greatly dero-
gate from the divine perfe&nons, and fupprefs the
pious fentiments of the foul. All the inanimate
works of _nature are inftruments of God’s provi-
dence. They are the medium through which di-
vine bleffings are conveyed, and though they are
conveyed by fecond_ caufes, and the inftruments
of human endeavors, yct we are as much indcbt-
ed for them, as though they were derived from
God's immediate agency without our endeavors.

- Tue bleflings of God’s providerice in this low-
er world are innumeralile. A furprifing provi-
" dence has been maintained in the prefervation of

our race through many ages, and in the preferva-
tion of the various fpecies of the animal world, for
our ufe and comfort. God has given us the light
and heat of the fun,and madec all the clements fub-
fervient to our happmefs, in general. The earth in
all ages has brought ferth her increafe to {upply
ou‘{wants and to fill our hearts with joy and glad-
nefs.

BuT not only the common bleflings of God’s
providence, but alfo the bleflings of grace and re-
demption afferd fubjeﬂs of the hlgheﬂ praife.—
God made man innocent and happy in his primi-
tive ftate ; he was in favour with his maker and

was furroundcd with all the blcflings of paradile.
But,
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But by his difobedience, he forfeited the favor of
bis Maker, and expofrd himfelf to déath, both of
body and foul. And it might have teen juft for
God to bave left him forever to perifh and remain
in this fituation. But yet hir mercy induced him
to provide a Saviour, to deliver man from the pow-
er of fin and dcath. He fent his own Son to die

- for the finncr,_to mzke an atonement, throngh

which the reaurhing finner might be accepted and
madzbappy. ThisSaviour accomplifhed his work.
He died for the finner, rofe from the dead and af-
cended into the heavenly fanftuarv s make inter-
ceflion for tranfgreflors.  Chrift .ne Saviour net
only did this, but he publifhed at large the glad
tidings of falvation, and gave to men the moft ex-
- cellent doftrines and precepts to guide them to

heaven.

" SuavrL men not praife the Lord for this diftin-
guifhing grace, which was extended to fave them
from deftruflion ? Is it not a fubje& worthy theit
attention? The angels of heaven defcended to the
earth, and fang praileson this event ; glory to God
in the bighcft and on earth peace and good will to
men.  And fhall the blefled inhabitants of heaven
render praifes on this occafion, and fhall men, who
are immediately interefted be filent and feel no
fentiments of gratitude ?

But we have not time to enlarge in general
arguments, but muft proceed to apply the fubjett
particularly to ourfelves, for our more immediate
improvement. We ought to praife the Lord for
general favors, and for all the difplays of his per-

fettions, in all his.works.
But
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But we have innumerable particular and dif-
criminating bleffings, for which we ought to be
thankful. As a nation we have beenyand fhll are
diftinguithed by receiving the bleflings of provi.
dence and grace. God has given us -all things
richly to enjoy. We have an extenfive, fertile
and wealthy country, | |

Tuzrre are few countries on this globe, which
are poflefled of more local advantages than our
America. Its diftance from the potent kingdoms
of the earth raifes it, in a meafure, above the
reach of conqueft and fubje8ion from foreign at-
tack . And though our diftance from India and
Europe fubjeét us to diftant voyages, for maintain-
ing commerce with the countries in thofe quartcrs
of the globe ; yet thefe inconveniences are balan-
ced by our neurnefs to the Weft-India ifles, which
with eafe can pour in their wealth upon us,

Our country is alfo diverfified with a great vas
riety of other advantages of nature. It is bounds
ed by a great extent of ocean on the eaft, which
opens the way to maritime greatnefs. It is vari-
oufly divided with lakes and rivers, which are great
accommadations for commercial intercourfe. This
is an advantage, which fome countries-are not fa-
vored with. The extenfive country of Africa
1s almoft ene large folid mafs of earth, without any
mediterranean inlets of the ocean, and without
many ufeful and’ extenfive rivers and lakes, to fa-
cilitate the bufinefs of commerce.

Tuzrsrore, fome of its parts muft ever re-
main

C




16

main in uninhabited. But our America is accoms
modated with large and extenfive navigable riv-
ers and lakes refembling little feas, from the gulf
of Daricn, which divides South and North Ame-
rica, almoft to its northern extremity. It is va-
riegated with hil's, mountains, plains and vales.

- Irs climate is favorahle to health and popula- _
gon. Its fituation is neither within the torrid or
frigid zone, but the temperate.. We are alfo fav-
ored with a country ferule in its foil. Its produc-
tions are fufficient to anfwer every neceffary of
{ubfiftence, and to furnifh many of the ornaments

of life.

We have a country not only fertile, but exten-
five. Its prefent limits comprchenda vaft exten-
five territory, and it.is probable that, in fome fu-
ture period,large additions of territory will be made
on the welt, and firetching toward the Pacific O-

cean.

We are alfo bleffed with civil liberty. The.
rights of human nature and of government are fub-
jeéts of free dilcuflion. We have the power of.
forming and eftablithing our civil conftitutions,of
appointing our governors, [enators, legiflators and
magtitrates.

Gonbp has done great things for us. He has pre-
ferved us amidt many dangers, and carried us
through great difficultics. When ambitious tyrants
ﬂxetchcd forth their power to enflave us, his right
hand gave us the viftory.  With a propitious eye:

did he look down upon our country. Some of us
remcmber,
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remember, aid fome of us did witnefs ﬁgnal vic-
taries, which "he obtained for uvs. Under his pae
tronage-and by his sfliftance we made our way to
liberty and independence.

Sx nck the American Revolution, we have been
at fome ‘periods, in perplexity, but never in def-
pair.. When depredauons were made on our com-

merce by Britain, we were ready to fear that the

calainities of war would onee more fall ‘upon our
land, dhd we fhould be obliged to defend our rights
with the:lols of our treafure and our blood. But
througk the enlightened policy ef Congrels, and
the wite!’ and faithfal exertions of an 1Hluftrious
WASHINGTON peace was preferved, and a
treaty of amity and commerce eftablithed.

AmErrca ther bafked, for a feafon, in the fun-
fhine of profperity. But her tranqmllny was not
of !rmg cormnuancc. I

“he Frenchnation, a people, towhom Daxmons
mightrefent to be compared, not contentwithcom-
mitting the moft horrid crormities throughout Eu-

tope, extended their infernal defigns to “America.
‘To carry their purpoles intocffeft, they committed

the moft unjuftitiable depredations npon our com-
merce, and Frenchkmen like, en dewoured to fow
the feeds of 1rreh;,mn, Licentiou{nefs and difcord
in the minds of Americans.

Bu r propitious heaven has difcovered to us their
bale and nefarious defigns, and expofed them to
the infamy and contempt, which they deterve. We
fear not that naton,-which bid dchance to Al-

mighty




18

mighty God , difavow a" religious and moral obli-
gatons, and endeavour to trample upon the rights
of all mankind.

Gop will weaken their ftrength, bring to nought
their defigns, reftrain their wrath, and make them
examples of his righteous dlfpleafure Blefled be
the Lord God of Ifrael, that he has prcvented the
machinations and intrigues of our enemies;from
having their defigned effet, has preferved us from
general confufion, in a good meafure united us in
our conncils; and given fuch energy to our gov-
ernment, that fome of -the bale fons of feditici &
calumny have met with the punifhment, du~ totheir
villanies.. -

Gop has raifed up among us men of wildom and
virtue to dire& our countils and to carry on the
adminiftrations of our government, andthe civil &
political ftate of America affords matter of wonder
to the world. Rejoice O Amcrica, tor the Lord
hath done for thee¢ gréat and wonderful things.

Witnour enlarging, we muft proceed to ob-
ferve, that we have diftinguifhing religious, as well
as civil privileges. 'We have the light of the glo-
rious gofpel of Chrift, whillt many other nations
are left to the meer light of nature.

We have the moft extenlive liberty of conici-
encc. We have the enjoyment of free gdipel wor-
thip, and tne ititutions and ordinances of Chnift.
But we enjoy not only national bleflings, but allo
many individual advantages,

Turre
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TurrE areno perfo; s among us, but what have
realon to acknowlcdgr' that God has lugh]y favoure-
ed us. Whereis the perfon that cap jultly obferve,
that he has not eceived more. bleflings, than he
deferved ; and more blelﬁngs than he has in the
beft manner improved ? Have our {ufferings ex-
ceeded our epjoyments ? Cannot all of us call to
mind {omething for which” we ought. to praile the
Lord? Have we not all hitherto been preferved
from death, uhllﬁ many of our friends gnd n\.lgh-
bors have been numbered with. d:.e dead?

- Have wenot bccn preferved fm}n'many calami-
ties, which have, fallen upon the heads of cthers ?
While ghe inhabitants of many tov. s and citieshave
heen vifited with the. moft dittocfling peﬁllence ;
we have been remarkably favorcd wtth health,. 1F
we have been vifited with fickpefls, we have been
reftored. God has alfo blefled the Jabors of our
hands, and givenus a comforrable mcrcaie of the
fruits of the ground Rut.will any of us be ready
to fay the hand of Gid has.been heayy upon me,
,or fome of my Fricuds; and thcrcTorc 1 cannot be
“thankful or render htm praifc. - Fhe refle@tion is
impious indeed. If God has chaftcned us, it was
defigned for our own beneﬁt, that we might be
partakers of his holinefs.  Aud fhall this extin-
guith every fentiment of praife for bleflings receiv-
ed? IHave we no comforts remainierg; no fource
of dehght, no cacering hope ?

How is our life preferved ? Do we not live on
God's bounties ? Where then iy our gratitude ?
Shall we not give praife to our God, our kind pre-
ferver, becanfe he will not give us all our defire ?
Can we know what is beft for us? Shall we dic-
tate God in his government of the world ?

. Tue
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Tuer things we moft defire might prove our ru-
in; and doubtlefs our prefent fituation woald ter-

minate well, did we wilely improve it. Let us 3

praile Geod, therefore, for he s ood and mercifui.
Let us not dwell on the dark ﬁde of God’s provi-

dence, but recount the bleﬁings we enjoy

" Tas bleffings we hzve in gcneral received in tbe
year 'paft, which weare now called together to com-
memorate, are great and numerous. God has bleff-
ed the work of our hands, he has given us rain from

heaven, afforded'us the beams of thefun, and giv~

en of the increafe of the earth fuflicient for the fup-
port of men and beaft. He has not fent the de-
ftoying angel into many of our habitations, or fuff-
ered peflilence to increafe. And though feveral
hdve 'been called ‘to mourn the lofs of departed
Friends, yet the number 1s not great’; and thefe have
many bleflings remaining, for which they ought to
render praifes to God. Let us thien endeavour
to obtain fuitable apprehenfions of God’s perfec-
tion's, and be careful to have qur hearts fuitably
affe€ted with a fenfe of them.  Let gratitude and
thankfulnefs fiJl our fouis and animate our pious
‘adorations.  Itis not the defign of this religious
‘folemnity to regale ourfelves with carnal, fpurious
mirth.  Divine praifes are a fervice very differernit
from this. Nor is it the defign of this foleminity
to indulge ourfelves in intemperance. But a fober
ufe of God’s bounties is the moft proper way to
cxprefs our thankfulnefs. And iIn providing a
beuntiful repaft, we ought to refreth our minds
with a renewed fenfe of God's abundant goodnefs.

In all the expreflions of joy on this occafion,

may a fenfe of God's prefence reft upon our minds,
aad
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2 and our converfation be decent and praife-wor-
3 zhy May this day’s lolemnity of praife and thanki-
# giving make our minds wifer and better, and be a
& mean of prcparmg us for the more exalted praif-
= e of God in the fan&nary above.

AMEN.




