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PSALM CT. 1.

s VWINLL SING OF AMERCY AND JUDGMENT:
UNTO TIHEE O LORD WILL I SING,

:rr\r

L O fix our attention on the hand ot God as
direétine all the mercies and judgments which
wrround  ws 15 the appropriate defign of this
cay—a defign, furely, which cannot be confi-
iered as unfuitable, when we are fo apt to be
tforgetful.  Efpecially are wenclined to forget
o mercies,~—a {prrit of thank{ulnels to God
s 100 OrCat A ﬁr:t.r;g;f:r to the human heart.  DBut,

above all, when thele mercics are found in the

midft of judegments, we dwell upon the unpleat-
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ing profpect, while we overlook the many in-
ftances of divine forbearance—thc many difplays
of protecting power—the X'a;ious interpofitions
of providential care—and the liberal bouaties of
God's gracious hand.

To raifc ourfelves a little from thofe gloomy
views which fometimes opprefs the miad, to
difingutfh amudft our fears the caufes of jor,
and the grounds of better expeétations, to mark
the evident interpofitions ot Divine Power and
Goodnefs, will excite a frame of mind which
lnghly becomes us, and may difcover more rea-
{fons for gratitude and humble confidence than
on a fuperficial review of things we may appre-
hend.,  And, while thius we are rendored thank-
ful for the evident anfwers to former prayers,
we mav hone that the Gon or ovrn Mercigs
will become the Gon or our SALvaTION.

Mav the Lord make wiat thall now be {poker,

cffcCtual to excite this defirable dripofition.

[t may not De amufs, in the rirsT place, to rc-
move an objedtion, which wil tend much to
deprefs that {pirit of thank{unets, and of heai-
ful gratitude, which ousht to lead tie employ-
nents o this dave o oy T oackaowledee, an
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(5 )

objection which has been felt in my own mind,
and which T have heard from others; but which
is not, I am convinced, founded 1n truth.

It has been faid, the prefent fituation of our
affairs rather requires a faft, and the {pirit of
deep humiliation, than the difpofitions implied
in the exercifes of this dav.

It muit be acknowledged the times are crui-
cal—the afpect of providences 15 gloomy—the
judements of the Lord are abroad 1n tiie earth
(woald to God that the inhabitants might there-
by learn nghteoufnefs )—and, in the prefent
uncertain revoiutinnary {pirit of the world, what
will be the iffue we know not. But furely we

-

ougcht to remember, ¢ It 15 of the Lord’s mer-

Y9

Cles we are ot confioned, &c And, i 1 vde-

ment the Lord remember merey, thien 1t 1o grear

Feincumbent upon us, 1 oar pravers and hu-

Y

1-.1_1.

Lritton, not to forpet the trivute of orativude
] r:rﬂ,if:.‘.

W b e a remarkable in{teinee of this 1n the
| ST EO, . - 1 e et
cosilh nanon, sudt retvrned rom their captivits
Hu:}' were vet in oreat fraves. {urrovunded vith
ciemies who were bent UHon thar defiru&tiorn.
v thic next chapter, therefore, we find them

oble VAN
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obferving a folemn fait to the Lord. ¢ Now
in the twenty and fourth day of this month, the
children of Ifracl were aflembled with fafting,
and with fackclothes, and earth upon them,
And the {eed of Hrael {eparated themfelves from
all ftrangers, and ftood and confefled their fins,
and the imquuties of therr fathers.”  Nel, ix;
1, 2. But, at the fame time, if mercics are
received mercies muft be acknowledged, and
therefore in the {ame month we find them cele.
brating a dav of chiearful thankfeiving. ¢ And
Nehemiah, which is the Tirthatha, and Ezra the
prieft the {cribe, and the Levites that tauglt
the people, furd unto all the people, This day s
holy unto the Lord vour God ; mourn not, nor
:

meople wept wlen th(-:}' heard

weep, for all the

the words of the law.,  Then he {aid unto them.
Go your way, cat tiie far, and drink the {wee,
and {fcnd portions vnto them for whom notlinng
15 prepared 3 for this day 15 holy unto our Lort
neither be ye forry, for the jov of the Lord s
vour ftrength. So the Levites (illed all the
people, favingy, Hold your p ace, for the day 13
Loly, neither be ve orieved,  And all the people
went their wav, to cat and to d‘:i:ﬂ;, and to fend

portiom,
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portions, and to make great mirth, becaufe they
nad underftood the words that were declared
anto them.”  Neh. vii; 0, 10, 11, 12, This 1s
the temper of mind we are this day called to
unitate, a temper of grateful praife, and as op-

portunity offers of kindncls and hencvolence.

Thefe things being premifed, let us proceed
to take notice of the great mercies, which Ged
has mineled in the prefent difpenfation of lis
rigiiteous judgment.

War muit at all times be confidercd as the
rod, as the {courge, of the ;\.lnﬁﬂ‘ht}'. And furely
tLe prefent, mits rife, its rage, 1ts principles, and
citedts, Lias been the moft violent and deitrudtive.
[t 15 thie general {courge of Furope, m the hand
of the Lord our Redeemer, to vindicate the
clorics of lus injured perion, and the honor of
L1s caufe.

Thie wvents, which of late vears have been
pafling before our eves, have {furprized and afto-
nitned us. We have wondered ot the {ecret
inrings from which thev could arife. at their
powartul and gencral oncraion s and thele il of

i-....i
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Yurope, and the ftate in which we ftand, I woyld
advife him to read a late publication, entitled,

¢ Proofs of a Conipiracy againft all the Religions
and Governments of Europe,” by J. Robifon.

- There he will find the whole arifing from the
{fecret but combined efforts of infide]ity—dj.
gefted into feparate and regular confpiracies—
carried on with all the artifice, fubtilty, and
raﬁcour, of Satan—laying down as principles of
a&ion what muft tend to the f{ubverfion of fo-
ciety as well as of religion—and acting with de-
termined perfeverance, till they burft forth in
all the horrors of revolution, where nothing Was
franfacted, amidft all thofe cruelties and immo-
ralities which have furprized and confounded us,
beyond what their fecret principles juftified to
themfelves. What we have confidered as the
{cum arifing from 'the violent effervefcence of
revolution is here difcovered as originating from
{ettled principles of actian, avewed 1n their {ecret
affociations.  Upon this view of things, whether,
had we been more defirous of 1t, we could long
have evaded the commencement of hoftilities, is

.a queftion very difficult to determine.

I will
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[ will not fay the war was undertaken de-
fioncdly for the fupport of religion, but this I
muft fay, whatever were the defigens and motives
of thofe who engaged in it, in the end it will be
found, that all religion 1s clofely conneted 1wi.th
it, and all our civil and religious' privileges ce-
pend upon a happy 1flue,

In this view, every fuccefs which tends to our
fecurity 152 bleﬁing for which we cannot be
too thankful, when we confidér what has been
and now 1s, the avowed temper of our enemies.
Lvery circumftance that has been inftrumental
to preferve us from fuch a contagion, cither be-
fore or fince the war, is an infiance of God’s
goodnefs towards this favored land: favored weyet
muft call it, fince, whatever we ma 2y have hitherto
endured through the {courge of war, our {ufferings
can bear no comparifon to the diftrefles of almoft
all the nations around us.

Amom the latter of thefe, though firft 1n 1ts
effect, is, what none here, I truft, will deny,
the religious character of our king. This, I
conceive, in the prefent cafe, may be mentioned
with peculiar propriety, ﬁ‘n(;‘e,‘ the lad time we
met here on a fimilar occafion, 1t was our cor-

B Cial
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dial employ to return thanks for his unexpedted
recoverv from a moft alarming affliction ; and I
hefitate not to affert, that we have now equal
reafon to be thankful for the prolongation of his
important life, to the wifhes of his people. Had
we feen a king upon the throne of thefe king-
doms, fuch as filled almoft all the thrones of
Europe, like them he would either have joined
| the combination, or have been the dupe of the
defigning artifice, of Infidelity. And, from
what we have {een, notwithftanding fuch . ob-
firu@ions’ to their progrefs, we may reafonably
conclade we fhould then have felt all the fame
miferable effe&s, and been plunged into the fame
awful {cene of horrors; either in” the. natural |
courfe of events, or in the righteous judgment
of God. But we have to blefs God that ours is
the only king who was not more or lefs the co-
adjutor or dupe of thetr fatanical defigns.

The black and "ftormy cloud has long been
hanging over Europe; and burfting here and
there with the moft defolating effets ; while
we, though anxioﬁﬂy alarmed, have only felt
comparatively a few drops falling as it were
from its fkirts. Sometimes the gathering ftorm

~ has
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has feemed to be approaching nearer, but has
gracioufly and unexpectedly been removed ;
and, 1 truft it will yet be fo, while there is in
this kingdom a remnant of the Lord’s people, a
praying remnant, who are found at a Throne of
Grace ; who like the faithful Ifraelites figh and
cry for the abominations of the land, and earn-
eitly fupplicate through the Redeemer the for-
givenefs of their own fins, and the tranfgreflions
of a guilty nation. In fuch general darknefs
ond diftrefs we ougit not indeed to expedt great
things, nor to hope for {plendid advantages ; if
preferved"_[hrough all 1n the epjoyment of our
privilezes, 1t muft excite our admiration, and
clam our gratitude and praife.—It 1s 1n this
refpect we are now called upon to mark the in-
erpofitions of a gracious God, and, bleffed be
his name, many fuch now fuggeft themfelves to

our recollection. Let us fix our attention on a
fewr,

Some time ago it pleafed the Lotd to threaten

us with a famine ; but in the time of- extremity
he opened the fource of f11pp1]y-——tlzen he gave
us an abundant harveft which diffipated our
fears; and, in the meanwhile, flirred ﬁp a {pinit

B2 | of
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of hberality in the more opulent; which pre-
vented the progrefs of difaffetion 1n thofe who
might Lave been irritated by the keener feelings
of diftrefs.

A little while fince the whole nation was
alarmed by the moft unufual, unexpedled, and
difirefiing, appearance. The natural bulwarks
of the nation were breaking themfelves down ;
the very charadter of the Britith failor was
changed ; difaffection and mutiny were the only
remaining proofs of courage; our own {word
had nearly been taruft into our own vitals—but
the fuppreflion was as fudden and unexpeéted as
its rife. | |

The 1nterpofition of God, when an invading
fiect ftood upon the fhores of a fifter kingdom,
was {o evicent, thzt Infidelity itfelf could fearce- -
Iy but difcover it. Wlule our fieets wandered
as though 1nfatuated in the fearch, the hand of
God alone perpiesed the purpofes of our ene-
mies ; defeated their defigns; and drove them
back in the way by which they came difappoint-
ed and athamed.

But, on the prefent occafion, we are parti-

cularly called to recolle@t the three illuftrious
and
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and deeifive victories obtained in three defpe-
rate engagements, with each of the three great
Powers with whom we are at war : and each of
thefe obtained in the very critical moment, to
difappoint the defigns of our enemues, and
fecurc our threatened privileges and rnights.
ilere the antient wildom and valour of the Bri-
tifh navy was again difplayed, and he, who can
make one to chafe a thoufand, or ten thouiand to
flee at the rebuke of one, ftill directed us by the
fame {kill, ftill {upported 1n our {ailors the fame
fpirit of courage and intrepidity, which has
exhaufted the naval efforts. of our cnemies: the
only way 1n Whichhthey could perfonally .annoy
us. The laft of th;efe, both in the time and
manner, appears moft providential; and, the
more every circumftance 1s confidered, the more
evidently will the hand of God appear, while its
effects are moft important and beneficial.

It we look at thefe countries which have been
facked and plundered by the defolating brigands,
and then turn back our eyes and confider our pre-
lent fituation, furely, amidftall our complaints,
we muft acknowledge our merciesare great; and,
while lamenting the impending jud.gmcnts, muft

eel
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feal our obligation to join nowwithftanding in the
fzmcr of mercv. -

We have feen our enemies conqu....rmﬂ' thc
moft powerful and veteran armies—rolling on

and accumulating a force which has prevalled to
carry all before them.—3We have {een them ra-
vaging the Low Countries—penetrating over the
ice into Holland, fpread, as it were, by the
hand of Providence to expedite their way (fuch
a phenomenon had not appeared for near a cen-
tury before).—We have obferved them running
over the Pyrenees into Spain, climbing over the
Alps 1ato Italy, betraying the fiates -of Venice,
reaching almoft to Rome, and then ruthing back

a am to the very gates of f Vienna.

I-.

And what have they done wherever they have
fixed their hoftile’ banners? what—but fpread

Le poifon of infidelity, and accomplifh (as far
as circumfiances would permit,) their former
avowed defign of extirpating Chriftramty, and
diffolving every {ocial bond—but 1 every at-
teinpt againft us they have failed ! Tlléil‘ navy,
nearly equzl with ours at the firft, has dwindled
almoit to nothing ; while ours, by the G‘ood\
hand of God vpon us, has rifen to an height un-

paralleled
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parallelcd before. The providence of God las
by thefe interpofitions evidently {aid unto them,
« Hitherto thalt thou 20, but no farther,” &e.
The Britith kingdoms ha.v been preferved, 'md

in every cffort againft us, they, who have thrult
the world before them, ¢ have become like com-

mon men.” Surely then < the-band of the
Lord is in all this,” and we may {ing of mercies
in the midft of judgments. Surely we may con-
fider thefe favors as pledges of his yet continued
kindnefs, though to -an ungrateful land; that
vet he hears the prayers of his ‘people ; ands
while thankful for his interpofitions, and fup-
olicating his aid, he will magnify himfelf as the
God of our {alvation. '

If inftead of thefe victories we had expernienced
defeat, what muft have been the effedt?! Ire
now we had been deprived of all our ptivileges
and liberties, had been debarred or abridged in
the exercife of our religion, this country had be-
come the feat of -anarchy and rebellion, or de-
voted to dechine in fubjeétion to a foreign pawer.
And, if any circumftance can’ yet more diftin-
guithingly mark the gracious providence of God,
and claim our oreater gratitude, 3t is this; thein-

ward
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ward tranquillity in which this Kingdom has been
yet preferved, the peaceful exercife of our reli-
prous privileges, which we now enjoy; nogwiih-
flanding the many who, i profecuting the fame
diforganizing plans, have auued the fame daring
efforts, or directed the {fwmnc {ubtle machma-
tions, againit all order and rehgon It
true we experience many cieéts of the pre-
fent awtul {tate of Lurope 5 bur, when we confi-
der attentively thele undemable circumitances.
Iet ws fav 1f we have not great reafon for grat.

tude and thankigiving.

We will now clofe the Tulyet by a {ew thou
obfervations, which may et us to its proper
Iriprovement,

he wrust ule we may make of this view of
prefent circumttances s to mcire within ourielve
a {prit of thanlduloeds,

We talk {o much of our judcoments and
diftrefles, we dwell fo much on the Cloomyv hide
ol the cloud, thar we peiceive not the beams of
meicy micnnerfed, Duty ket ws recoliect,
way to cajov furnie bleilir 5 15 to be grateful dor
thole we poffefs; and, wihile difeovenng grati-

tude



tude for the pafty we mav prefer with greater
confidence our {upplications for the neceflities
that yet remarn.

Let this view of prefent circumftances alfo
encourage 1n us a {pirtt of praver and {upplication,

Though things are not juft as we could with
them at bome or abroad, our only helper is
the God of our mercies; who turns the heart
~en of rulers in the channel which he pleafes.
Gur murmurings and ingratitude are not likely

 change our affairs for the better,  But, when
we are found -at the Throne of Grace, we are
furely engaged in the beft way of its attainment,
and, through the goodnefs of God, we do not
pray without encouragement.  Thefe circums
flunces of providence may juftly be confidered
15 anfwers to former praver, and dire€tions to
future dependance. God will indeed hear a
praving people, and, 1if they be but a remnant,
thev thall be as the fait of the land to preferve 1t
trom deftruction.  But, remember, “1if the falt
have loft its {avour wherewith fhall it be {ea-

‘e

loned.”  If God's people are declining from a
ipirit of praver and {upplication what muft be
the ilue 2 Whatever wile plans they may form

C. for
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for the amelioration of the fiate, whatever a&i.
vity they may difcover in their execution, judg-
ment-is not far behind—¢ hencefortn it 1s good

for nothing but to be trodden under foot of

"%

men,
Let this view alfo encourage us quietly to

wait for God under the neceflary burdens that
may arife from fo unprecedented a fituation.

In thafe, as Chriftians, 1t becomes us to difcern
and acknowledge the hand of God, and the
effeéts of his righteous difpleafure, It 1s true
we feel, And we begin to fecl where we might
have expected it long before, in a part the moft
keen to fenfibility in a commercial nation, but
ftill let us again recolledt, how little in compa-
rifon of all around us! While then we look to
him who only can direét and deliver, wlile we
commit ourfelves to his wifdom and unernng
providence, the many interpofitians of his former
carc may encourage our hopes, that yet, 1n the
time of our extremity, he will appear, and the
dark cloud, which now hangs with threatening
afpect, will break, and be diffipated by the

beams of mercy,
Buf
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Bt thefe views fhould above all inftru& us to
BEWARE OF INFIDELITY.

Oh that T could {peak it with a voice that
might pervade every corner of the land, BEwWARE
or INripELITY. This has been the caufe of all the
evils which have defolated Europe. And, amidft
all our alarms, the greateft danger that now
prefles upon us {prings from the rapid fpread of
fuch principles amongft ourfelves, which feem to
call upon the great God our Saviour to avenge his
honour and his caufe.—Infidelity generally makes
its firft advances under the plaufible pretext of
natural virtue and morality; conceals its true
nature for a tune, till the mind led from evil to
evil 15 gradually prepared for the moft diabolical
plans,  And, when once the authority of the J.ord
our Redeemer 1s fhaken off, foon all authority
w21l be difregarded, and, when the bonds of our
oilication to God are broken, every focial bond
sl foon be loofened and deranged.  We have
teen therefore thofe, who were the chief f{up-
novters of an mfidel combination, the firft to
huffer 15 effets~—~tow far, 1n the prefent awful
c:ihs of Pivine Judgments, the providence of
God omav perrat the contagion to {pread, we

(. 9 prefume
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preflume not to conje&ture ; but, thould it diffufe
itfelf throughout this land, . thould 1t extend
throughout the, world, the world would be but
treafuring up wrath for 1tfelf, and defolation from
the. vindicating hand of God.

Let us then, who are fo favored, learn from
thefe confiderations to be thankful for, and to
diligently 1mprove our religious privileges, while
continued 1 their enjoyment. Hitherto thefe
bleflings have been fpared to ws, and, in this
refpeét, we are privileged above all the navon:.
We may ufe with peculiar propriety the languaeoe
of the Plalmift. ¢ He fheweth his word unto
Jacob, his ftatutes, and his judgments unto Hrael.
He hath not dealt {fo with any nation : and as
for his judgments, they have not known them,
Praife ye the Lord.” Pfalm cxlviy 19, 20.
We truft that many of you Know their value,
Oh then be careful to improve them. ¢ Walk
while ye have the light left darknefs come upon

'

you.

And ye that know your blefiednefs theren
ufe a Throne of Grace for yourfelves and a
cullty nation, and wait in paticat expectanon
the end of the Lord. But, 1f accepted in the

beloved,
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beloved, whatever may come upon the nation,
or the world, it fhall be well with us; 1t thall be
well in time, through all the trials we are called
to endure; 1t fhall be well inr death ; and,
blefled be God,  beyond 15 the kingdom of
unchanging reft and peace for ever. And, when
the Lord Jefus Chrift fhall come again, with
slory infinitely furpafling, yea, difgraced by any
comparifcn with -that which now excites the
gazing admiration of many of our fellow crea-
tures, he fhall come to welcome us to that
blifsful kingdom, and exalt us in the glones of

his complete {alvation.
May he by all his di
pare us for, then bring us there, to his own

cternal praife, with the Iather and the Holy
Spirit,  Amen,

nfations on earth pre-

THE END.



