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Deur. xxxu 29,

Happy art Thouy, O Ifracl! Who is
like unto Thee, O People [aved by
the Lord, the Shield of thy Help,
and who 1s the Sword of thy Ex-
cellency! And thine Enemies [hall
be ﬁzﬁza’ Liars wunto T/Je’e’; and
Thow fbalt tread wupon their high

Places.

KL KHESE Words are the Conclufion
:ﬁ T ?g: of the Bieffing wherewith Mofes the
X Man of God bleffed the Children of

Ifrael before bis Death: And 1 have chofe
them for the Subjelt of this Difcourfe, ‘be-
caufe 1 thought them very applicable to
Ourfclves, and the prefent Situation of our
_ public Affairs, as well as fuitable to that
- happy Solemnity we have been fo lately
celebrating, ‘
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The Words of the Text naturaltly fi-
oelt the following Retiections. |

Firff, In general that no Nation or Peo-
ple can be profverous or happy without
the Favour of God, and the ProteGtion of
his goed Providence, unlefs they be foved
by the Liody, unlefs He s the Shicld of their
dcl, and the Sword of their Execllency s
ar~ rhat any Nation muft be in the moft
Hewrithing Condition that enjoys this blefl-
(.1 Advantage.

Sccondly, That this general Obfervation
has been particularly verified, both in the
Cafe of the People of Jjrael, and in that of
the People of thefe Nations,

For {fuppofe any Nation to poflefs all the
choiceft Advanzages both of Art and Na-
ture. Let its Situation be the moft eligible
both for 1is Commerce and its Security.
Let 1t enjoy the beft-tempered Conflitution.
I. it be fupposted by the ftrongett Al-
Lance:  1n a Word, let 1t be as wile, as
valiant, 5 powverful, and as flourifhing, as
you pleafe, yet fliil the Coniinuance of its

Happinefs
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Happinefs muft depend upon a great Va-
riety of Accidents which no human Policy
can prevent, or withftand. Thus, let a
People be ever {o formidable, yet they cin-
not command the Elements. The Winds
will not blow when, and where they pleafe
to have them.  They have no Power over
the Clouds of Heaven, neither can they
oblige the former, aid the latter Rain to
come dowon 1 therr Seafon.  Whether the
Earth be barren, or fruitful, or the Air
they breathe wholefome, or infeéted, are
Points which are not fubje&t to their Ju-
rifdiction, nor controllable by their Au-
thority.  And as to thofe who are the pro-
per Objects of their Power, though they
may mn fome Decree reftrain the exter-
nal and vifible Actions of Men, yet they
-can take but littdle Hold of their fecret
Thoughts, and Difpofitions. They cannot
prevent the fudden Effeéts of a wild and
‘popular Fury, neither can they be always
on their Guard againft the Treachery and
enraged Malice of Particuiars; againit the
dark and covered Workings of the Traytor,
or the inftantaneous Stab of the Aflaffin.
But fuppoling a Government has po Ene-

Mmies
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mies but fuch as are declared .and open
ones, and that it meets its Adverfary in 3
fair I'ield, yet neither the Number, nor
the well-tried Courage of 1ts Troops can
always affure 1t Succefs. A Panic may
feize the Soldiers. Orders may be mif-
taken, and a multitude of unexpected In-
cidents may arife .during the Confufion of
a Battle, which may defeat the beft-con-
certed Plan of the moft experienced Gene-
ral. Hiftory, both ancient and modern,
will furnith us with Inftances enough of
this Kind. In thort, as long as any Na-
tion is hable to the Ravages.of Storms and
*Te'mpeﬁs, and the Defolations of Famines,
Peftilences and Earthquakes, as long as it
15 expofed to the Giddinefs of an unthink-
ing Multitude, to the perverfe Humours of
fickle Men, and to the hellith Malice of
artful and inveterate Enemies ; or, as long
as there are any fuch Things as unfore-
feen Accidents, fo long muft the Happi-
nefs of any People be in a moft precarious
Condition ; and it is impoffible for it to
hold out long againft one or other of the
‘Evils I have mentioned, if it has nothing
but its own Arm, its own Power and Skill

to
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to truft to. The Intervention of a much
higher Caufe is neceflary to this End. One,
who can fupply all the Defects of human
- Policy, who can controul the Powers of
Nature, and the inmoft Determinations of
free Agents, who doth according to bis Will

in the Army of Heaven, and among the In-
habitants of the Earth. Who flilleth the ra-

ging of the Sea, and the Noife of his Waves,
and the Madnefs of the Pesple.  Who faith
anto every Evil in Life, bitherto fhalt thou
corte, and no farther. So evident is it that
no Nation whatever can be profperous or
happy without the efpecial Favour and Pro-
teion of God’s good Providence.

And that any People muft be {o in the
higheft degree that enjoy this bleffed Pri-
vilege 1s moft undeniably certain.  For they
have nothing to fear, and ecvery thing to
hope for. They have always a Friend at
hand, who will not only preferve them
“trom all evil, bat will alfo give them every
thing that '1s good for them, who is both
able and willing to do exceeding abundantly
Jor them above all they can afk or think. No
Wickednefs, though ever fo fecretly car-
- ried on can efcape his notice, whofe "Eyes

. Qre
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are ten thoufand times brighter than the Sun,
which can pierce through the thickeft co-
vering, and "expofe the lurking Traytor to
the open Daylight. No Difficulty or Dif-

trefs can be an .Over-match for his infinite
Power and Wildom, ner any good thing
too much for his Mercy to grant them. He
will not always indeed be working Miracles
in their behalf, IHe may {ometimes fuffer
things to go on 1n the ftated courfe. He
may permit many evils of different forts to
afflict them for a Time ; but they may al
ways affure themfelves that he only intend-
eth their real benefit, and that he will
make all things work together for their
good. But what need I infift any longer
on fo plain 2 Point? What ne¢d I tell .you
how fecure and flourithing that Nation muft
be who have #be Rock of Ages for their Sup-
port ! that it mattereth not, who, or how
many, they are that rife up aganlt us, whilfi
the Lord of Hofts is with us, and the God of
Sacob 15 our refuge.

~ But Secondly, the general. Obfervation
I have been here inﬁﬂing on has been par-

tlcularly verified both in the Cafe of the
~ People
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People of If7ael, and in that of the People
of thefe Nations. '

And, with regard to the former, this ap-
pears from the {lighteft Review of their
Hiftory. From their firft departure from
Egypt to their eompleat Eftablithment in
the Land of Canaan, they were fupported
by a continued Series of Miracles. For forty
Years together (for fo long were they on
their Journey through the Defart) they
were conducted, cloathed, and fed by the -
immediate, and wifible Hand of the Al-
mighty. The Winds and the Waters, Hea-
ven and Earth confpired to preferve and
comfort them. The fea divided itfelf to make
them a Paflage. In the day-time they were led on
thetr way by a cloudy pillar, and all the night
through with a Light of Fire, Without any
labour of their own Bread and Flefh were
prepared for them, able to content every Man's
Delight, and agreeing to every Taffe. No
fooner did they want to quench their Thirft,
but the hard Rock became a flanding Water,
and the Flint-flone a fpringing Well. No op-
pofition, though ever fo formidable, could
{tand before them. One Man of them was
able to chafe a thoufand, and two to put

B - ten
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| ten thoufand to flight.  Neither was this all ;
God himfelf vouchfafed to be their King

and Law-giver, delivering to them under
his own hand writing fuch a Body of
Laws as were the beft calculated to fe-
cure their Virtue and Happinefs, and to

promote the great Ends for which they
were made the chofen and peculiar People

of God, namely, to preferve in the World
the Knowledge and Worfhip of the one

God, and to keep up in all Ages the Belief
and Expe&ation of the Mefliah *. They
were moreover honoured with the more
immediate Prefence of their Maker, con-
ftantly refiding amongft them, and difplay-
ed by a glorious and fenfible Appearance.
In all their Doubts and Difficulties they
could have Recourfe to the moft high God,
and receive his Directions. Happy wert

thou, O Ifrael: Who is like unta thee?.
f - What

~ * A Divine of the laft Age (whofe Wit was too
apt to get the Start of his Judgment) has affigned a
very ludicrous Reafon for God’s chufing the Jews for
his People, viz, that he did fo for the fame Reafon that
Socretes chofe his Wife, to exercife his Patience ; not
ceniidering that the Almighty muft always alt upon
no other Principles but thofe of the moft ¢onfum-
mate Wifdom. Vid, Dr, Ssuth's Sermons,
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What Nation or People ever had like thee,
Omnipotence for its ProteCtor, infinite Wif-
dom for its Counfellor, and infinite Good-
nels for its Father and Friend. |
But though we the People of this Land'
cannot boaﬁ of the {ame miraculous Inter~
pofition, and of the fame extraordinary Pro-
yidence which they were blefled with, yet.
cerfainly, next unto them, never was there

any Nation that has been more fignally [+
ved by the Lord, than we have been. Look
but into any of our Hiftories and you will
Ye convinced of this Truth., For there you
will fee the moft formidable Preparations
againfl us utterly defeated and deftroyed;
not by any meafures which we took to op-
pofe them, but it was God himfelf who
made our Enemies become as the Duft be-
Jore the Wind ; 1t was the Anzel of the Lord
that Jeattered them. They will thew you
how the darkeft and moft direful Confpi-
racies have been difcovered when they were
on the very point of ‘Execution, and this in
fo extraordinary a Manner, thatall who faw
or heard of it could not help faying, This
bath God done.  One while you will fee him
reftoring to us our ancient Conflitution, af-

B 2 ter



112}

ter 2 long and hopelefs State of Anarchy

and Confufion, by the moft gentle and ex-
peditigus Methods; at another time pre-
ferving our Religion and. our Laws when
they feemed to be, on the brink of Deftruc-
tion. You can hardly forget the laft At~
tempt of the Enemies of our happy Con-
ftitution, which, though it happened at a
Time when we were the worft provided
againft 1, and did at firft wear a very
- threatening Afpect, yet in the end it has
{erved only to ftrengthen that Government
which it was intended to deftroy. For it
has fhewn very plainly that all the Wealth
and Power of the Nation is on the Side of
the Eftablifhment, and that, however we
may divide on {maller Matters, we fhall
- readily unite whenever the main Founda-
tions of our Peace and Happinefs are at-
tacked. -

But I fhall infift no longer on former
Mercies which God: has vouchfafed to us
and’ our’ Forefathers, becaufe I haften to
thofe which haye fo lately been the Subje&
of our public Thankfgiving.

And never furely did a more glorious

| Ycar pals over thc Head of any Englifh
- Monarch
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Monarch. A Year that will be for ever
“memorable in our Annals for the uninter-
rupted Train of Victories with which Hea-
ven has blefled us both by Sea and Land, in
every Quaiter of the World. Vi&ories
which may moft properly be called Britifh,
as they were obtained almoft by Brizons
only, and as they fo immediately tend to the
Security, Glory and Profperity of thefe
Kingdoms. Even within thefe few Days,
whillt the Praifes of God were 112 our Mouth,
he has been pleafed to blefs us with a de-
cifve Victory over the Fleet of our Ene-
mies, the almoft only one remaining that
deferves that Name; by the Defeat"and
Difperfion of which we have given (for-
give me if for once I borrow an Expreflion
from our Enemies, an Affe@tation which
prevails too much in the prefent Age, and
‘which is -generally owing either to a {can-
dalous Tgnorance, or an infolent Contempt

~of the Strength and-Copioufnefs of our own
- Language) the Coup de Grace to all their
"+ Pride and Infolence, and by which all their
long-boafted Projects of invading us have
vanithed into Smoke. How juftly then
may we apply the Words of the Text to our

OWlIi
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own native Country, Happy art thou, O Bri-
tain! O People faved by the Lord, the Shield

~ of thy Help, and the Sword of thy Excellency,
whofe Enemies bave been found Liars unto

thee, and thou baft trod wpon their high
Places, For let us not be fo -ungrateful as .

to difown our Bencfattor. Let us confefs
that it was the Lord who was the Shield of
our Help. 'That it was he who ipfpired our
King and his Minifters with Wildom, our
Fleets and Armies with Courage. and Con-
du&. That it was he that has bleft all our
Defigns with Succefs, fo that not one of
them hath failed, has made the Times and
the Seafons to favour us, and has caufed
even the Winds to fight for us. That it
was he who has c¢rowned the Year awith bis
Goodnefs, and made the Clouds drop Fatnefs
upon us. Thou O Lord art the Sword of our
Excellency. Al our Succefles, all the glo-
rious Victories we have obtained were the
Work of thy Arm, and of thy right Hand, O
God, becaufe thou badlt @ Favour unto us :
And therefore not unto us, but unto thy Name
be the Glory and Praife for thy loving Mercy,
and for thy Truth's Sake. 'To thee, O gra-
cious God, it 1s owing that our Enemics bave

been
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been found Liars unto us, and that we
bave trod upon their bigh Places,  For they
have threatened to deprive us of all our
foreign Acquifitions ; nay, even to envade
~ our native Couniry with fuch a mighty
Power as we fhould not be able to refilt:
And yet behold thefe invincible Heroes
- have more than once been defeated in a fair

Field by an inferior Number of Englithmen.
Their Ships lay fculking in their own
Ports, tamely fuffering themfelves Month
after Month to :be blocked up by our
Fleets, and not daring to Crorrie out ’'till
the Winds had drove us from them. And
happy it had been for them if the Winds
had ftill permitted us to keep our Station.
For then this mighty Armada. had con-
tinued fate and found where it was, and
fo have avoided that Ignominy and De-
ftru&tion -which -has now overtaken it,

Inftead of making Conquefts upon us we -
have taken from them their moft valuable
Poflefiions, ‘the Source and Support of their
Trade and Wealth. So ‘that what the
Prophet feremzak ( 1i. 30, jt.)- foretells
~thould befal Babylon and its King:is, with
dome Addition, ftritly. applicable to qur
| Enemies
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Enemies dnd their King. Tbesr mighty Men
bave forborn to fight. They have remained irn
thetr Holds. Their Might bath failed. They
vecame as Women. QOune Poft fball run to
meet another, and one Meffenger to meet an-
ather, to fhew T HE G R AN D E
M ON AR QU E t#hat bis City, the
BABYLON of his American Empire
" 45 taken, that his Armies are defeated, his
Fleets deftroyed, - or difperfed, that the
choiceft of his Colonies are in the Hands
of his Enemies, his Commerce ruined, his
Pebple beggared, and Himfelf a Bankrupt.
But we have not only trod upon the bigh
Places of our Enemies, we have alfo trod
upon their exceffive Pride and Vamty We .
have humbled one of the moft vain and
haughty Nations in the Univerfe by the

contemptible Figure we have, through
God’s Affiftance, reduced them to.

-But let us not {o.dwell upon thefe il-
luﬁnous Merctes, as to forget the other
- -Subjett of -our Thankfgiving to Ahmghty
- God, his great Goodnefs to us in giving
. sus fo uncommonly plentiful a- Harveft. A

Mercy which muft be very fenfibly felt

by the poorer, that.is the far greater Part
of
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of ‘the Nation; and the mote fo, after
two fuch pinching Years  of Dearth and
Scarcity. ’

Let us likewife blefs and pralfe hls Holy
Name, for that invaluable Blefling we ftill
~ enjoy (pray God we may long enjoy it) “of
living in a Country which is’ entlrely free
from all the direful Calamities of War.,

Can any of you read or hear of the- Plun—
dérings and Devaftations, the Burnmgs and

Maflacres which at this Time are the un-
happy Lot of a great Part of Eumpe and
not rejoyce in your own good Fortune, and
heartily thank that kind Providence Wthh
has ‘placed you in a Land, ‘wheré "you
can only read and hear of thefe Thmgs 3
Where every Man can quictly’ enjoy all the
Comforts of this Life, without being liable
toi be firipped of his All at once, dndto
{fee his neareft and deareft Friends murder<
ed before his Eyes. ~Ts not fuch a Country
as ‘this, with the-happy Conftitution under
Wthh we live, worth our prefeiving ? I
it’ not. worth our cohtributing~ fome Por-
tion of our Subftance to prefervé it?  Who
can {cruple; . when propérly called forth‘
. even to bleed for it? -Certainly thofe Num-

y C bers .
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bers of brave Men, who have both now
and formerly ventured their Lives in its
Defence, thought in this Manner, Moft
certainly He did, I mean that excellent,
that truly brave Man, who fo lately died
for it. I fhall only fay of the Man who
thinks otherwife, that he is not worthy of
{fuch a Country, but deferves to have lived
and died a Slave and a Frenchman.

Let us, in the laft Place, return our
grateful Acknowledgments to our great
Benefaltor for havin g bowed the Hearts of
the People of thefe Nations as the Heart
of one Man. So animated, fo univerfal is
the Zeal which now prevails for advancing
the’ public Service in Oppofition to the
~ ¢ommon Enemy. Nothing now can be
~ heard (except what may be muttered in a
few dark Holes and Corners) but the
moft affeCtionate Withes for the Health
and Profperity of our moft gracious So-

vereign, nathing but the loudeft Applaufes
of his Meafures, of the Wildom, Vigi-

lance and Integrity of his Minifters, of
the military Skill and undaunted Courage
of his Genérals and Admirals, of his Sol-
dlers and Seamen. It 1s to this glorloua .

_ Unanimity -
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Unanimity (as his Majefty has been pleafed

pubhcly to declare) that, under God, we
in a gr.at Meafure owe our late Succefles.
And now what fhall we return unto the

Lord for all bis Benefits?  What fhould we

return unto Him, but the Sacrifice of our

Hearts, and the Obedience of our Lives?

What can we do lefs than love the Lord our
God, our merciful and gracious God, with all

our Hearts, with all our Souls; apd with all

our Strength. O that we would at laft be-
come a wife and a grateful People, duly
{enfible of the Mercies we have recetved,
and firmly refolved to fin no more, left 2
worfe Thing than -ever yet befell us, come
unfo us. So may we humbly hope that
the Lord will }ill be our God, will ftill con-

tinue fo go forth wwith our Armies, and to
 fight our Battles for us; and, which is a-
bove all Things to be withed and prayed -
for, that He will {peedily, very {peedily.
give us the Blefling of a fafe and an ho- -

norable Peace. And may there be no other
Strife amongft us, but who fhall approve
themfelves the moft loyal Subjes to our
King, the truelt Friends to bur Country,

N the

s
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thie ek Men and the beft Chriftians. And
may this blefled State of Things continue
from one Generation to another. To which

Jet all the People fay with one Heart, and
one Mouth, Ameii. Afzze;z.
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