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I.
Lieutenant-Governor and Commander in Chief q

In and over the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts,

APROCLAMATION
For a DAY of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING.

S the Providence of God has a controling influence over all

the cvents that take place amongft men, and as the bleffings which we enjoy, and the falvations which we asa people experience, carry
with them vifible marks of that Divine Providence, and public and nationai Bleffinge do call for public and Thankful Acknowledgments
—TImpreffed with thef: {entiments, and agreeably to the ancient uf:‘ﬁ of our pious Anceflors, at this returning feafon

J bave thought fit, by anv with the avhice and confent of the Countil,

10 Appoint, and 1 do kereby Appoint THURSDAY, the TWENTY-EIGHTH Day of NOVEMBER NEXT, to be obferved throughout this
Commonwealth, as a Day of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING and PRAISE, that we may kncel before the Lorp, our Maker, to acknowledge and
praifc him for the blefings of his Providence and Grace, and devoutly to implore the continuance of his favor, .

To thank him that he has continued to us our Civil Privileges, profpered the Adminiftration of our Government,
ind that we now enjoy peace and tranquillity. .

That Gon, in his good Providence, has continued the invaluable life of the PRESIDENT of the United States of
#merica, and has jafpired him with eminent wifdom and firmnefs in the management of our National Concerns.

That He ftill continues to blefs and profper our Univerfity at Camébridge, and that our Colleges, Academies and
Schools now flourith under the fmiles of Divine Providence. .

‘T'hat He has continued the Gofpel to us in its purity, and has enabled the Public Teachers of Religion, fo to
difluminate the knowledge of Divine Revelation, as to give a check to the progrefs of infidelity, which, with other events, opens to us a pleafing
profpet that the intereft and kingdom of our Divine Redcemer may fpeedily prevail and be univerfally eftablithed. . .

‘That we have the benefic of fo many admirable difcoveries and inventions ; and that our Citizens have fo much
appartgnicy and encouragement for the further improvement of thofe entertaining and ufeful arts and fciences, which tend to advance the human
mindin the fublime:t knowledge.

‘That te has profpered our Fifhery, and given us fo largely to partake of the abundance of the feas.

That Divine Providence has placed us in a fruitful Country, crowned our years with his goodnefs, bleffed the labot
ab the field, and caufud the earth to yickl her increafe, in fo great abundance, for the fupplies of the neceffaries, conveniences and delights of lifc, fo
that the huibandman has returned with joy, bringing his theaves with him . .

‘That notwithftanding in hie tHoly Providence he has vifited fome of our fifter States with a grievous, epidemical
and mortal Difeafe, which has awakened our fympathy and attention, yet, fome few inftances excepted, he has preferved us from that dangerous
Coptngiun, and the People of this Commonwealth have enjoyed fuch a degree of Hcalth as has beca fcarcely known in the memory of man.

Fhat, though great fpoliations have been committed on our Commerce, yet the Merchants have profecuted their
axtenfive trade to great advantage : and through the vigilance of our Naval Force, our Navigatioa has gencrally been prote@ed, undes the fmiles of
Him whom the winds and fcas obev. »

‘That, notwithftanding new fcenes of blood have been opened in Eurgpe, and have flowed with copious effufion, yet
the progrefs of cvents has been fuch s to favor the Independence of other Nations, and the flability of our own. . .

And I'do hercby cnjoin upon all Minifters and Public Teachers of Religion, of every dendmination, throughout
this Commoanwealth, to affemble with their feveral Congregations, at their ufual Places of Poblic Worlhip, on faid day. for the purpofes aforefaid.
At the famc time 1do moft fervently recommend fupplication for Divine Mercy,sthrough Crnist, for the pardon of our paft offences, that we may
ftill place our truft in Him who has done fo great things for us already, whereof we rejoice, and Iearn from the confideration of former Mercies, to
rely upon Providence for future bleflings ; that Philanthropy may pervade the whole globe; that all mankind be brought to bow o the Scep-
tre of the Prince of Peace, and that the kingdoms of this world may become the Kingdom of our,Lorw and of his Curist, that he may reign
for ever and ever. .

And T do alfo reccommend to the good People of this Commonwealth, to abftain from all fervile labor and recrea-
tion unfuitable to the Religious Solemnities of the faid day.

Given at the Council Chamber in Bofton, tis feventeenth day of O&ober, in the year of our Lorp, one thoufand feven hundred and' rinety-nine,
and in the twenty-fourth year of the Independence of the United Stases of America,

By bis Honors Command, with they MOSES GILL.
_]OHN AVERY, Sccrc!m:y.

&ov S@ave the Commontwealth of Maflachufetts.
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