Massachusetts.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY,

ELBRIDGE GERRY, Egq.

Governor of the Commonwealth.

A Proclamation,

FOR A DAY OF PUBLIC FASTING, HUMIL-
IATION, AND PRAYER.

THE «Pather of AlL” by whose unbounded mercy we are yet alive,
anid by whose revolving season we are admonished of our duty, having dis-
play hiv infinitc kindncss and forbearance to us the year past, notwithatand-
ing tho continuance and increase of our innumerable and aggravated offences ;
I iave thought fit, in conformity to the invariable usage of our venerable
ancestry, to appoint, and with thc consent of the Council I do appoint,
THURSDAY, the NINTH of APRIL next, to be a DAY of SOLEMN
FARTING, HUMILIATION, and PRAYER, throughout this Common-
wealth. Aund the ministers and people of every religious denomination, are
called on and requested, tu. ble in their respective places of publie
worship, that with a devotion in some degree commensurate to our crimes,
we may cndeavour to pevform on that day, the solemn duties of it, in sin-
cerity aud-in truth.—~And deeply impresscd with a acnse of our unparallcled
ingratitude, let us contemplute the blessings which have flowed from the un-
limited grace and favour of offended Dertv:—That we are still permitted to
enjoy the first of Heaven’s blessings, the Gospel of Jesus Christ;—That we
have been highly favoured with federal and state systems of Government, wisely
adapted to our relative circumstances and sitnations ;—That we have been
p:-otected by a National Government, whose wisdom, firmness and integrity
arc acknowledged and applauded, with a remarkable degree of unanimity by
the respective States; are an impenetrable shield against the wiles and attacks
of foreign and domestic foes; and are the best pledge of our union, prosperity
and independence ;—That we bave been favoured with able Legislatares, just
and salutary laws, and upright and learned interpreters of them ;—That we
have becn preserved from civil commotions, the dangerous 1 of
party strife and animosities ;—That we have heen distant from the unwelcome
din of war; hut not indisposed to meet it, whenever called on by Divine Provi.
dence for the defence and preseevation of our liberty and independence ;—
That we have been blessed with remarkable health, which has exhilarated
every part of our land ;—'hat we have been sceure in the full and free exer-
cise of our civil and religious rights and liberties ;—T'hat we have been exhort.
ed and instructed by so many learned and benevolent divines, whose precepts
and cxumples evince the purity of veligion, and unifermly proclaim *Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, and good will towards men ;"=
‘That we have colleges and other literary cstablishments, which ave in high es.

tial supports, our navigation and commerce, exposed as these inevitably have
been to systematic and lawless depredations ;—That “our lots are cast in
I’Ienanm Paces” abounding wich the 1 ies, conveni and luxuries of
ife ;—That we are defended by a brave and patriotic militia, which is ardent
in the pursuit of military sccomplishments and fame, which is equally the foe
of foreign and domestic tyranny, and which has for its object the preservation
of our invaluable rights and liberties ;—That we have been frec from those
awful convulsions of nature, which have distressed many of our sister States,
and from any such calamity as has covered one of them with the garb of sor-
row ;—And that we have ﬂcen prescrved from many cvils and miscries inci.
dental to communitics—And penitently reflecting, that for these and innumer-
able instances of divine goodness, we have been utterly destitute of the grati-
tude due to the “ Great first Canse” of all our happiness, let us prostrate our-
sclves at the throne of celestial Grace; confess with unfeigned sincerity and
penitence our numerous transgressions, and unworthiness of the least blessing ;
rest on the inestimuble merits of a Mediator for pardon ; earnestly solicit his
aid, conacious of our inability, to abandon our vices and crimes, and whilst
besecching * forgiveness of our trespasses,” may we “forgive those who tres-
pass against us.”

And with hearts ovotlowing in future with gratitude to our Sovereign
Benefactor, for granting to us existence, for continuing it to the present period,
and for accumulating on us, blessings spiritual and temporal through life, may
we with fervour besecch him, so to continne them, as best to promote his glory
and our welfarc ;—to incline the belligerents, who with unexampled injustice
for a serics of years, have loaded us with injuries, to redress our wrongs ; and
to prepare us for the result, whether peace or war ;—to preserve to us the ines-
timable life of the President of the United States ;—to arm with wisdom and
power the National and State Governments, and to inspirc with patriotism the
people, in defence of our unalienable rights ;—to defuat all machinations for-
cign an.l domestic to engender strife, and by means theveof to destroy the
Governments, Union and Independence of these States ;—to preserve us from
pestil.nee and famine ;—to prosper our public and private institutions of every
deseription j—=to grant success to eur husbandmen, and reward their industry,
the present year, by a plentiful harvest; to restore to a flourishing state our
navigation and commerce ;—to continue and increase our manufacturing and

timation, and which diffusing the principles of religion, morality and ,
are rendering the most essential benefits to society ;—That the smiles of
Hecaven have been cxtended to our hushandry, that great source of our sub-
sistence and wealth; to our manufecturing interest, an important pillar of our
independence 5 to our indispensable mechanical concerns 3 and to their essen.

:chanical interests ;—to animate our Governments to promote and patronize
them j—and to grant success to our fishermen, and to the honest pursuits of
our fellow citizens, thronghout the United States.

And it is earnestly recommended to the citizens of this Commonwcalth,
to abstain from cvery measure inconsistent with their duty on that day.

Given at the Council Chamber in Boston the sivth day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twelve ; and in the
thirty-sizth year of the Independence of the United States.

By Ilis Excellency the Governor,
with the advice and consent of the Council.

ELBRIDGE GERRY.

BENJAMIN HOMANS, Secretary of the State.

God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts !



