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U N10N, the Strengthof a People.
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Being the D A 1 appointed by Her Ma- -'
jelty, for a General Thank(giving for |
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PSATL. LXVIIL ver. 28.
Thy God bath comimanded thy 5% reizgtb s

| Strengtben, O Gody that which thon haff

wronghi for us.

4 HE Royal Prophet having fetch’d the
Ark of the Lord trom Ksrjah-Fearim,
and brought it to Mount Zjo#, where

A he had made a Tabernacle for its Enter-
- nnment, compofes this Triumphant Song upomn
fuch a yoyful Occafion. He Prefaces it in that ve-
iy Form of Words, which AMbofes had - direted
the Priefts to ufe, every time that they took up
e Ark to fet forward in their March to the Land
0f Canaan, Numb. 10. 35. Let God arife, ler his
Enemies be [cattered. Let them alfo that hate him,
fee before him. 'Then he proceeds to a brief -Ac-
ount of what Wonders God had done for that
feople, in leading them by the Ark of his Pre«
lence thro’ the Wildernefs into. the good Land,
where he hop’d he would eftablifh and fettle them,
now- that he had in fo pompous a manner afcend-
ed o the High Hill of X707, and already given
them fuch eminent Succefs, and fignal Victory
over their Enemies, Bleffed be the Lord, who daily
oadeth ws with his Bexnefits, even the God of our Sal-
Vatton, e that is our God, is the God of Salvati-
w5 .and unto God the Lord belong the Iffues froms
Death = But God (ball wound the Head of his Ene-

A 2 wies.,




4 A Thank(giving Sermon
mies, and the Hairy Scalp of fuch an one as goeth 4,
-Jeill in-his Trefpaffes, ver. 19, zo. |

Upon the Death of Saxf, David was anointed
King -over the Houfe of Fudeh at Hebron. By
Abner'the Son ~of *Ner,  Captain of .Saxl’s Holt
took Iﬂvéafbetb the Son of Sax/, and made himj
Kingover all Ifrael. . 'This occafion’'d a long and
bloody: War betwixt the two Houfes, which was
carried on with much Zeal by both Parties (as is
ufualin civil Difcords) thro’ the Artifice and Am-
bition of two afpiring Generals, Abzer and Fodb.
But -darinhg this War; as the Sacred-Text remarks,
David waked [fronger and ftronger, and the Honfe of
Saul ‘waxed weaker andiweaker ; till at length dbner
being difpleas’d with'his Prince, forcharging him 3
with a Fault 1n going inte his Father’s Concu- &
bine, ‘revolts to David, afrer he had madea ftrong §
Party for him i the Army of Ifrze/, where this §
Great General fell by the Hand of Foab, as a Sa-§
crifice of Revenge tor his Brother’s Death. "Theg
Necws hereof, that Abuer was dead in Hebron, be-§

ih

ing brought to Ifbbofberh, ’tis faid, his Hands were]
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feeble, and all the Ifraelites were troubled. g

The Iofs of fo brave a Commander foon difpiri-g
ted the Army, and put the whole Nation .into
Convulfion. The People-now began to think oig
birer’s Communication with the Blders of Jfra
when hetold them, Teyoughr for David in times piig
tobe King over you 3 Now thewn dozty for the Lord hoil
fpoxcw of David, /. flyfﬁg,-By the Hand of my Sexvan! Da
vid 1 wild fave my People {{vael our of the Hand of "
T liftines, and out of the Hand of all their Luciitis
L.+ dhis general Uneafinefs that was vifible throughf

out the Kingdom, there wanted not Perfons 10 1¢4

move out of the Way the only Hindrauce lci'tdtc[:” (h
| cfare

?
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defired Revolution; Ifbbofbeth their King was imi-
mediately {lain by two of the Captains of his Bands
and then cameall the Tribes of Ifrael to Davidunto
Hebron, and {pake, {aying, Behold we are thy Boze
ad thy Flefb ; alfo in time past, when Saul was Kzng
gver #S, thow waft he that ledest ont, and broughtefi
in Irael 5 -and the Lord [aid to thee, Thou fbalt. feed
my People 1lrael, and thox [balt be a Captain over
Itael 5 fo all the Elders of Yfrael came to the King
roHebron, anrd King David made a League with
thesn iz Hebron before the Lord : And. they anointed
David Kinz over 1fracl. "The Hiftory of this Af-

fair you havein 2 Sam. Chapt. 11, I1L:IV, V. |
This wonderful Union of the whole Body of
the People, Fudabh and Ijrael, in one Natioi, be-
ing thus happily concluded, . Dazid in the firft
place very pioully gives God the Praife, and com-
mences his New Reign' with providing a Habata-
tion for. the Ark of his Prefence, which, as you
have heard, he brings out of the Houfe of dbina-
daby and fets in his own City. The Solemnity of
the Proceflion on that occafion he defcribes very
clegantly in a few Verfes before the Text, begin-
mngat Ver, 24. Theyhave feen thy Goings,0 God, ever
the Goings of wy God, my King, in the Sanituary, 1. €.
with what Pomp he was brought to Mount X;ox.
Ihe Sizgerswent before, the Players on Inftruments fol-
lowed after 5 among them were the Damfels playing wish
Tinshrels,  Yea, the King himfelf leap’d and danced
vefore the Lord with all his Might, 2 Sam. 6. 14. And
s they went along they fung this Song, - Ble/s ye -
God 1 the Congregation, evei the Lord fronz 1he
foumtain of Ifrael. This Entire Union .of the
Two Kingdoms, was fuch a diffufive Benefit, that
llthe People were univerfally affembled upon fo
| A3 . {olemn
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folemn an Occafion. *Tis written, David gathered
“all Hrael together to Jetvlalem, 2o bring ap the drk
of - the Lord nwnto bis Place which he had prepared for
it, ¥ Chro. 14.3. There 1s little Benjamin with
their Ruler, tive Prinices of  judeh and their Coun-
cel, the Princes of Zegbzlon, and. the Princes of
WNapthali : Not only the neareft Tribes:were there,
Benjamin-and fudah, but the Princes alfo of thofs
which were mott remote, Ze¢oxlon and Napthali .
‘Thefe came to attend at the Solemnity, dand added
to the Triumph of that Day. L ebrlon and Naphthals,
tho they liv'd at .a diftance from the Court and
Royal City, yet their Lords adorn’d the Proceflion,
and _a ftout.and brave People they were, #42y jeo.
parded their Lives wunto ihe Death in the High
Places of the Field, in the Days of Deborah, when
many- of the other Tribes minded nothing but
their own' Profit and Eafe: For the Divifions of
Reuben there were gveat Searchings of Heart, Gi-
iead -abode beyond Jordan, Dan remain’d in Ships,
Afher continued on the Sea Shore, and abode in his
Byeaches, Jjudg. 5.16, 17, 138.

Thus did the King Immortalize the Mecmory of
this happy Turn of Affairs, in bringing the Ark
into the Santtwary 1n fo Triumphant 2 manner, at-
tended by the Heads and Deputies of borh King-
doms. And then he adds, Thy God bath consmand-
ed thy Strength  flrengthen, O God, that which thot
haft wrought for us: which the Bithop of E/y ex-
cellently well Paraphrafeth, and very much tomy
purpofe,in thefe Words : ¢ This Happy Unton, thy
* God, O Ifrae/, hath brought about, and thercby
** madethee ftrong and formidable to thy Encmies.
¢ May it pleafe thee, O God, to continue and con-
“ firmit! for as it is begun, {o it muft be perfect-
‘““ ed by thee alone. | Here
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Here are Three General Heads that I (hall briefl
infift on from the Words: | o
Firft, 'That the Strength of a People confifs in

their Unton,

Secondly, "That God is to be own’d as the Prin-
cipal Caufe, and Author of {uch a Bleffing.
Thirdly, *Tis our Duty-to engage his Powerful
and Diretting Influence, for the Confirming
and Perfetting of 1. - . |
- The two former are Doftrinal, the latter tends

more elpecially to Improvement and Application,
~ I. The Strength of a People confifts in their
Union. Solomor hath taught us this long agoin a
Proverbial Way, Two are better than one, becaufe
they have .a good Reward for their Labour i For
if they fall, the one will lift up his Fellow ; but wo
1o hime that is alone, when he falleth, for he hath: nos
another to help hine up again : If twao lie together,
then they have Heat ; But how carn oie be warms
tlone s, and if one prevail againft him, two (hall with-
fand him 5 and a threefold Cord is not quickly bro-
keny, Ecclef. 4. 9, 10,11, 12. -* '
Nay, it 1s fuch an evident Truth, that the De-
vils them{elves not only believe it, but they do alfo
with all the Zeal and Cunningimaginable promote
its Credit, where-ever they haveany Intereft to
ferve in the World.  *Tis by aéting according to
this Maxim, that they maintain their vaft Sove-
reignty and Empire over Mankind. This gives
em the advantage of doing {fo much Mifchief, and
creating {uch Difturbances in the Earth. As they
govern their own Body by this ‘Principle, ' and
thereby preferve Order among themfelves, fo like-
wife they take duc Care that all cheir Inftruments,
of what Size and Judgment foever in other Par-
A 4 ticulars,
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ticulars, yet they {hall unite in this; to-propagag..
the Devil’s Kingdom among Men. Our Savioys
hath told ws, If Satan rife up againft himfelf, 4,4
be divided, he cannot (tand, but bath ar End. ™ Ang
ﬁlr’ely 1t 1S as true, {]‘d ](i;zg‘dom be divided ﬂq‘_/;j;gﬁ
2t [elf, that Kingdowm cannot fland : And if 4 il
be divided againft it felf , that Houle cannot ftand Mark
3:24, 25. Where Envyirg, and Szvife 1s, {aith the
Apoftle, and that tsalways where there 15 not Uni-
on and Harmony, there muft neceflarily follow Cox.
fufiony and every evilWork, James 3. 16.
" "This Political Method of Government is no:
confin’d to the Diabolical Kind ; all Nations and -
People in the World have readily embracd this |
T'ruth, and there are none fo barbarous, butendeca.
vour to:fix on {uch Principles of Power, as every .
one fhall be willing heartily to confent to, and a-
gree'in. Lho it muft be acknowledg’d, that good !
Laws, and. virtuous Precepts are the Honour and
Safety of a Commonwealth, yet 1n fome Cafes
¢he rigorous puttingof them into xecurion hath
been wav’d, rather than divide the Body, and blow
up the Fire of Contention : Such a Value mall
Ages hath been fet upon Union and Concord, that
the true Lovers of their Country have {acrificed
all that was dear unto them, yea their very Lives,
for the preferving of it. . "They knew very well
the difmal Effe@ls of a Breach 1n this Particular,
they could not be ignorant of the many. fatal Con-
{equences a Rupture of this Kind is attended with-
al. Therefore as they were indefatigably induftil-
pus to procure it, {0 as jealous of -the leaft Thing
that hath a Tendency to interrupe or diflolvert.
Certainly the Strength of a People confifts 1n

their Union, and that if you confider them both
| - | as
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wareligiousand a civil Society.: If asa religiousSo-
dety;youwill find Union in Affé&tions, in Do&rine,
andin the Form of Civil Government, neceffary for
iis Maintenance and Support.  Some: little Diffe-
rences 10 Opinton only, are well enough confiftent
with-Union and Peace. If there be Uniformity
n Doctrine, ‘tis not abfolutely neceffary for Peace
fike, that there fhould be always Uniformity in
Difcipline.  Provided we believe in oze Lord,
ae kaithy, one Baptifm, one God and Fathzr of all,
us poflible to keep. the Uuity of tne Spirit in the
Bond of Peace, notwithftanding we may differ in
hbme few Points of a lefler. moment. But it we
break 11 upon Fundamentals, and difagree in Ar-
icles of Faith, °tis next toan Impoffibility, that
icli a Religious.Society fhould lung continue. So
lkewife 1s 1t, if any Civil Broils happen to arife in
e fame State, asis fufficiently exemplified in the
tople of Ifrael, who no fooner Revolred from the
Houle of David, and made Yeroboam King over
hem, but fell to Idolatry ; for Yeroboans [zid in
lis Hearry  Now (hall the Kingdow: return to the .
foafe of David: If this People po up to do Sacrifice
v the Houfe of the Lord at Jerufalem, then fball
e Heart of this People turn again unto their Lord,
wnatuto Rehoboam King of Judah, and they (hall
Wl me, and go agatn to Rehoboam Kzzg of Judah,.
Woereupore the King rook Counfel, asd wmade two
Ldbves of Gold, and [aid unto them., I is too much
fir you " to go #p to Jerulalem : ‘Bebold thy Gods, .
Vifiael, which broughs thee up ont of the Land of
Eeype b 2nd he Jet the one iz Bethel, and the other
Whe in Dan.  And this Thing became 4 Sin, &c.
'Kings 12, 26, 27,28, 29, 30. |
Then if we confider a People, as a Civil Socicfy, |

- tis
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%¢is evident their Strength very much lies in they!
Union. The Body natural i1s fupporied by the?
wife Difpofition and regular Acting of all its Mem-j
bers, when the Eye and the Ear, the Hands andg
the Feet perform their proper Office ; but (hould
any jarring Difcord arife betwixt them, through
the abounding of peccant Humours, every oncg
knows the whole Body would fuffer, and be in
danger ; for whether one Member ﬁt/ér, all the Mem-i]
bers [uffer with it 5 or one Member be honoured, all the:
Members rejoice with it. It is fo in the Pol'u:ic:k,fig

-
o it

whofe Intereft and Honour is fecur’d ; as well that;
of the Natural, by a ftudiousavoiding of Schifm in
the Body, and when all in their {everal Capacities;‘é
and Callings contribute their joint Endeavourstos

promote the Advantage of the Community. Thisf‘é

naturally creates a good Underftanding betwixﬁg
one another, infpires Men with Generous Princi-
ples, takes them off from the little Defigns of
{elf and a private Intereft, caufes them to purfue:
things that make for Peace, and for the Peace;
of the whole. An United People is concern’d that:
fuch Magiftrates be over them, as are Men fearing:
God, loving the Truth, andhating Covetonfnefs. All;
Names and Diftinétions of Parties, that werc
wont to biafs and fway them in their divided:
State, are now laid afide, their Eye is upon the;
Faithful of the Land, and none is oppos’d by them,
but fuch as are Men of turbulent, reftlefs Spirits,
Enemies both to their Prince and Country. Here-
upon good and wholefome Laws are made, thefe
duly executed, the Liberties and Properties of 2
People inviolably preferv’d, and whatever 15 06
ceflary for their further Security and Defence pro-

vided. This makes both Church and State, like

:}'emﬂ
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teufalenz Of old, a4 City, that is compait together,
i like. Mornt. Tion, which cannot be yemov'd, but
fideth for ever ; tishereby rend’red an impregna-
ye Fortrefs againft all the Aflaulis of the Enemy.
But on the .contrary, Where this' Union and
Hirmony, in Intereft and Affection, hath been
wnting 3 what Mifchiefs, what Inundations of
Miferies have followed ? 'The unhappy Dividing -
of Ifrae/ into two Kingdoms, in Reboboam’s Reign,
which before was One and entire, {o enfeeb%ed
|t People, that thev were {carce ever freed
tiom Civil War and Difiraltions, and at lengtely
fonded in their Ruin. This prov’d the Cata-
Hhophe, and Overturning of the Greateft Monar-
jdies of the World ; The dffyrian, Perfian, and
d Greciars. Yea it deftroy’d and pull’d up by the very
f Roots, the City and Polity of the Hews, as the
g Hitorian at large informs us. When Cefzr came
itk into . Britain, the Roman Legions were repuls’d,
#ud him{elf put to flight. . But the Britains talling
#nto Fattions and Parties, they were foon over-
g ome, and became a Prey to the vi¢torious Romazss.
# [hey could not agree among themfelves to refift
g e Common Danger ; So whilft they fought divided,
f licy weye jointly defeated. Ita dum [inguli pugnant,
Ruiverft wincuntur, Tacit, inVit, Agyicole, -
§f Wherefore confider of it, Take Advice, and
Rheak your Mind, which I am perfwaded can
Ji no other, than this, That the Strength of a
ffeople confifts in their Union.
¥ l. I cometo the Second General Head, Thar
BU0d is 20 be owi’d, as the Principal Canfe and An-
{107 of [uch 4 Bleffing. Upon the Occafion of the
f Union of Ifrael, and Fudah, inthe Houfe of Da-
44, the Rovyal Plalwift. exprefles himfelf thusb;
1ny
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Thy God bath commanded thy Stremgth. Here arell
Two very Emphatical Words in this Propofition, 2
David, in the firft Place, doth not only afcribed
this Great Work to God, as the fole Author of i 2
but with a Note of Peculiarity. ¢ Thy God 3
“ 9. d. 1tis he alone that hath done it, who, eyes™
fince you have been a People, hath ftiled him.3
felf, Thy God. He exalteth the Horn of };j_;;_j

Peopley the Praife of all his Suints, even of theg

~1d

1 L]
1
N

Children of Yivael, o People near unto him., Pf).3

L}
333

I
3

148. 14. Tho’ you have wickedly forfaken:

o ___I;'. '

him, and have not been ftedfait in his Coye®

EI'{"

nanc, yet he hath not forgot his- Heritage, nor
caft oft his Relation unto you. He 1s thy God,§
The God of Ilrael is be, that giveth Strenptl,
Power wnto his People. 'Then, Secondly, It is3
not faid barely, Thy God hath made thee
ftrong, or given thee ftrength ; but thy God hath
commanded thy (trength ; ’tis {poker in an autho§
ritative Manner., He commanded, andit ftood fafl)3
Plali 33, 9. He comimnanded, and they were creseds
Plal.1 48.5. It was the commanding Power of God,?
which is infinite, and never to be refifted, thaty
brought about this Happy Union for his People.
. God indeed, in his Providential Governmentof
the Affairsof this World, is pleas’d to make ule
of Means and Inltruments, and to give them
Wifdom and Courage, Conduét and Refolutiong
for the bringing to pafs thofe great Things, g
hath in his Eye to accomplifh ; yet ’tis he thag
fits at the Helm, and fteers the Ship, as pleafet
him. 150" there be many Devices in a Man’s Hearl]
neverthelefs the Counfel of the Lord that (pall jﬁwdi
Prov.tg.21. Therefore, as we ouglit to pay a gient

Refpect unto the Hand,and honour the lnitrmml-:nt
| rhal

AN LT AT AT A T A T s S R



3‘2}7072 tke ‘U NIO Nq I;
dat conveys the Blefling ; yet ftill. God is to be
s«cknowledged as the principal Caufe and Author
o all. Whatever Wildom, Prudence, or good
Management, 1s Vifible in the Undertakers of any
great Defign, “tisthe moft High that gives them
Skill and  Judgment, and Underftanding m the
Times: Wildom and Might are his, he Turwneth
the Hearts of Kings and Queens, as the Rivers of
Water, whitherfoever he will, He inclines, and dif-
pofes their Minds for great and brave Actions,
~and then gently touches the Hearts of cheir Sub-
efts, {fo that they entirely concur, and joyn in
with them. In fine, He that{tilleth the Noife of
the Scas, the Noife of their Waves, fhilleth alfo
the Tumnlt of the People : So that at length their
i hudable Purpofes are accomplifhed ; for there is
0 refilting his Will, butwhatfoever he takes in
i Hand {hall profper ; which 1s a Demonftration,
t That God 1s to be own’d, as the {upreme Caufe,
§ d Author of the Blefling.
¢ King David rightly underltood this Matter,
§ vhen the Church, by his Authority, being an
§ nipired Perfon, is taught to make ufe of this Gra-
| wlatory Song, The Kzng [ball joyin thy flrength, O
d Lord s andinm thy Salvation, how greatly (ball he re-
d jyee ! Thore haft given him bis Hearts Defire,
V ind haft not with-holden the Requeft of his Lips,
| for thou preventeft him with the Bleffing of Goodnefs,
d id haft fer a Crown of pure Gold upon his Head,
d Plal. 21, 1, 2, 3. *
| 1II. Now I am brought to the Third General -
d Head.  That it 15 our Duaty to engage the poverful
| #d directing Influence of God, for the confirming
 «nd perfecting of [uch a Bleffing, as is here {poken
| of.  Stremgthen, O God, that which thou Aaff
| wroughe
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wrought for #s. "TheUnion of the Two Kingdoms
of Fudah and Ifrael, was undoubtedly a very gre§
Rleffing to the whole Nation. It was God’s com.
manding Power {furmounted all the Difficultiestly 3
lay inthe Way, and brought it to a happy Concly.-#
fion : Butthe fame Hand that begun, muft cop-g
firm, and ftrengthen it : He thatwas the Author §
muft give the finifhing Stroke. Therefore sy
here diretted, that their Eyes {hould be lifted up,
their. Prayers inceffant, that he would ftrengthe§
what he had wrought for them.
. In Matters of a publickand national Concern,§
it hath been obferved, .that when Divine Provi-§
dence hath in any Cafe interefted it felf in a rc.§
markable Manner, for the fixing of the Laws and$
Conititutionsof a People, vain have been the Atg
tempts of Men to deftroy it. Ifrzel had many§
Enemies, even in the Daysof Mofes, Fofbuas, and§
the udges ; yet God all along delivered themg
when they cried unto him for Help. And tho'§
thiey rejected the Almighty 1n defiring a King, yet®
he did not utterly forfake them for his Nawmses [k
becaufe of thofe righteous Statutes, and Fudgrments3
he had fer before them. However, Prayer and In-§
terceflion was not at any time neglected ; bug
whoever reads their Hiftory, will find them im3
portunate for the lafting Security of thofe Favoursy
and Bleflings God had begun to fhew unto them. §
- ?Tis Tune now to look at Home, and bringg
thefe Matters moft particularly to bear, with Red
fpe&t toour prefent Cafe. Authority hath fumd
mon’d us to meet upon a very joyful Occaliong
to folemnize the Union betwixt -our once Twq
Kingdoms of fLugland and Scotland, 1 one entiy
Kingdom of - Great Britatn. A Name n}?t un{

nowk
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knowil €O the Ancient .Ramé?zsj a Name that made 2
mighty Fi%ture in former Annals. Why fhould this be
thought a {trange Name to us, when it makes us what

we were from the Beginning, and greater than ever,
ince that Time to this 2

[ fhall here ofter thefe Three Things, as naturally
nfere’d from what hath. been faid.. | |

(1.) There is unqueftionable Ground of Reafon to
helieve, that this Union we are now Commencing,. is
an invaluable Blefling to the Britifh Ifle. Not to infift
son Matters of Trade and Commerce, which is
forei%l to my Province, I fhall but mention this,
the by Virtue hereof not only the Hopes and Ex-
pelations of our inveterate Enemies are difappointed,
but we gain 4 lafting Security for our Holy Religion,
and are 1n a Capacity to prevent all {ecret Attémpts,
swell as more open Invafionson our Libertiesand Pro-
paties, from any Quarter whatever. By Virtue of it,
the Proteftant Succeflion more firmly refls in the moft
Swene and Lluftrions Houfe of Hanower : And that of Bour-
im, with 1ts Popifh Pretender, muit vail its Head, and
wnfels, Thou art morevorthy than I 1s it a fmall Thing,
mat we are delivered from the leaft Apprehenfion of
Dinger at Home 2 Or do you think the common Ene-
my, that is {o enrag’d againft us, wou’d not have been
glad of a Backdoor to have invaded a People, that he
d ever the greateft Defire to have facrific’d to his am-
bitious Revenge 2 Shall not-we then efteem it a moft
mrvelous Blefling, that now fuch an Opportunity--is
lor ever taken out of his Hands, and he render’d in-
tapable ((we hope ) of doing usthe leaft Mifchief, un
tlsit be by his Emiffaries among our felves 2

(2) Let us give: God the Praife of this wonderfu}
Vork. °*Tis the Lotd’s Doing, and therefore it oughe
0be Greatinour Eyes, When we confider the Diffcul:
| and Nicety thereof, as’tis well worded in the Procla-
ation ; and how .many fruitlefs Attempts had been
lade towards it in former Reigns, for now above
hefe Hundred Years, we cannot but acknowledge,

that




L6 A Thankfgiving Sermon, &ec.
that the Hand of -God hath been in ity who, as Das;;
(aith, iChanges the Times, and-the Seafoins, remouveth Kin::
and [etreth. up Kings, giveth MWifdom. .unto-the Wife . o,
Knowledad to them that know Underftanding, Chap. 2. ,;.
The Accomplifhment of this Work, feems by a pari.
cular. Guidance of Providence, to be referv’d for tly §
Happy Reign of our:prefent molt Gracious Queep §
A: NN E,. whofe Heart and Soul was {o -intent upoy §
this Matter, that She thought nothingcould: be a giey §
ter Addition to the Honour of it. Her Glory o 8
1s Gyent 11 1‘[.?_}' Salwvation, O God, Honour and ﬂffﬂjqﬁ:}' b
thotz: laid wpon Her ;. for thon haft wmade Her moft Bleffed f5r §
ever 3 thop Zﬂﬁ made Her exceeding glad with thy Countesanc, §

" (3:) .Implore that Being, who hath wrought out{uch §
a Salvation as this, that he would perfeét and ftrengthen §
it. Do what in you lies to procure the happy Benefirs, §
and Bleflings thereof. Love as Brethren. let not the §
Enion bein Word only, but in Deed alfo.  Suffer nor
your Differences in fome lefler Matters of Religion, to §
hinder yvour Uniting in the Great and Common Con- §
cern of the Publick. Tho’ the Ancient Britains wer §
givén to Faétions, and making of Parties; yetletit §
not be {aid, that the fame Genins yet poflefles this Nati- §
on. - But put away from you all Birternéfs and Wrath, ol 3
Anger and Clamour, and evil Speaking, awith all Malicey
and be ye kind one to another, and tender hearted, forgiving§
one antoher ; even-as God for Chrift's [ake hath forgiven you.
Behold how Good andhcw Pleafans it is for Brethren 10
dwell regether in Unity!
. Letit be then our Prayer-and Endeavour, that the
Envy of Ephraim may depart, and rhe Adverfaricsof f tdab
may be cut off, that Ephraim may ot envy Fudab, and
“Fudah may not wex Ephrainz 3 but in one Body W
might all joyn again{t the Philiffize, the common Lne-
my, ’till he be utterly deftroy’d.” Then Glory would;
dwell in our Land. God, even our own God, wenld bhijss
w5y and all the Endsof the Earth owvould fear bim.

In Turbas & Difcordias peffimo cuigue plurima I7is 5

& Duies bonis Avtibys indigent;: - Tacit Hift. Lib 4
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