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A DISCOURSE, &

My Chriftian Fricnds,

‘/VE are indebted, under Gobp, to thole
that are in authority, and to the free and equal
government, which they adminifter, for the
continued enjoyment of our invaluable civil and
religious privileges.  From the ruins of the
old confederation, has arifen the excellent fabric
of our prefent Federal Conftitution, which, for
its wife conftru€tion and great advantages, com~
mands the admiration of the world, cftablifhes .
among us, lberty with order, and gives us an
important and diftinguifhed rank among- the
other Nations of the carth. |

Without government, no nation or fociety
can exift ; without its neceflary and cffeCtual
reftraints, the paflions of men, gaining an afcen-
dant influence over rcafon and the rules of mo-
Trality, would fpread univerfal anarchy, ruin and
milery over the world, The eftablifhment and
cxecution of jult and cqual laws are eflential to
the peace and fafety, the liberty and happinefs
both of individuals, and nations. 'They arreft
the rapacious arin of injuflice ; they reftramn

the corrupt and ferocjous pafiions, and fupprefs
the
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the rebellion, of the difobedient ; they proted
the lives and property of the virtuous and peace-
able, and fecure to the whole, the enjoyment
of their juft rights.

Civil government, which has juft and equal
liberty for its foundation and obje&, allows to
each individual, every privilege, except that
of injuring others, of violating that which is
night, or of exhibiting examples pernicious to
the welfare and peace of fociety, And thefe
necellary reftraints are enjoined upon man, by
‘the laws of nature, in order to fecure and pre-
ferve the proper :enjoyment of liberty ; and
without thefe reftritions, liberty at once lofes
its name-and degenerates either into licencioud-
nefs or tyranny.

The great officers of a republican govern-
‘ment, when prudent.and faithful in its admin-
iftration, become inftrumental,in fpreading eve-
ry where among its free fubjeéts, the bleflings
of {ouial order, peace and fecurity, and in lead-
ing them onward, to profperity and glory.

The prefent flourithing and happy ftate of
our country, under the adminiftration of the
national government, has fuggefted the above
remarks, teftifies to their truth, and renders it
highly fit and proper, in compliance with the
requeft of our civil Fathers, publicly -to make
our moft fervent and grateful acknowledg-
ments to the Supreme Ruler of nations, for the
beneficent inftraments of our common profper-
ity, and to devote this day, to thankfgiving and
prayer, Agrecably
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Agrecably to this defign, and as the ground
of the following cbfervations, I bave made
choice of part of St. Paul’s addrefs unto Timo-
thy, in his firft Epiftle, 2d chapter, 1ft and
2d verles.

“ [ exhort therefore that firff of all, fupplica-
tions, prayers, interceffions and grving of thatks
be made for al{ men.

“ For kings and for all that are in authority,
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life n all-
godlinefs and bonefly.”

In leading your minds into {fome {uitable
thoughts, on this occafion, it may be neceflary
1. To beftow. fome remarks on the general
import and extent of ‘the duty .contained in

this exhortation. And, 2. Confider and apply
the reafons, or motives, which recommend
and .enforce it. |

This exhortation unites the exercifes of
thankfgiving and prayer, and.enjoins, that they

be made for all men, and efpecially for kings and
all i authority, Supplication, prayers and in-
lterceffons, are terms {imilar in their import and
fignification, and may be confidered as ufed by
the Apoftle mcrely to give energy and firength
to his expreflion, when inculcating a duty that
15 indifpenfable. 'They equally imply an earn-
eft and devout addrefs unta God for the avert-
ing his judgments, and the obtaining his mer-
cies, and combine in fetting forth the duty of
commending ourfelves and others to his divine

benediction, of imploring the guardian care of
. his
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his beneficent providence, and of being folicit-
ous for the welfare and profperity of civil gov-
ernment, in order that we might continue qui-
etly and peaccably to enjoy our privileges both
civil and religious.

As civil rulers are particularly mentioned in
the exhortation, of confequence, we are divected
to prefent the addrefs more efpecially in their
behalf, '

This exhortation comports with the duty
enjoined us, on this day, to accompany our
thankfgivings for the bleffings awe expericuce,
with devout fupplications for their continuance.

The proclamation recommends to us, to offer
up fervent prayers and thankfgivings for the
whole family of mankind, as well as for the
fingular privileges and mercies of our own
favoured land.  And while prayer and giving
of thanks are to be made fir afl men, our inter-
ceflions and pious gratitude are to be offered up,
1n an cfpecial manner for thofe hat arc in antho-
iy, and for the national govern.nent, which
fecures to us thefe invaluable bleffings.  Civil
government 1s an ordinance of God ; ’tis eflen-
tial to the exiftence of feciety, and the righ-
tcous oflicers thercof are defigned 1o be Fis miin-
iers for good unto bis people.  And when they
anfwer the beneficent purpofe of their appoint-
ment to office, their conftituents have abundant
reafon for devout thankfgivings unto the Su-
preme Ruler of nations, <ebo guides the prudent
ur conncily and gives a propitious direQlion to

the
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the affairs of ftates and kingdoms.  "Tis anin-
ftance of the divine benevolence, that govern-
ing powers are ordained for the fupport and
happinefs of human fociety ; and fince by the
adminiftration of our civil rulers, we enjoy great
quictnefs, and many worthy deeds are done to this
nation by their providence, 'tis our duty, to accept
it always, and in all places, with all thankfulnefs.

The unequal beftowment of mental talents,
and external profperity, naturally tends to pro-
duce diftinCtions and fubordinations among
mankind ; and. while laws are effential to the
fecurity of their enjoyments, there will be a
neceffity for fome to govern, and others to
obey.

But unhappily fuch are the corruption, pride
and ambition of the human heart,that they, who
are elevated to the pofleflion and exercife of
power over others, are liable to abufe it, and
make it fubfervient to their own aggrandize-
ment. Hence has originated the defpotifm of
kings and princes, and the flavery and oppref-
fions of their fubjets. Hence have arifen the
tyranny and cruelties of ariftocratic and demo-
cratic pawer. And hence it is, that the beft
forms of government become corrupted and
thelr {pirit and laws perverted,by ambitious rul-
ers, who are unduly avaricious of .power over
others, and who, by the means of force,intriguey
or faction, ufurp authority and dominion.

A republican form eof government is un-

doubtedly the beft calculated to fecurc and pre-
{erve
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ferve the freedom and juf rights of a people,
and the leaft in danger of - being corrupted by

its adminiftrators: Still it may happen,that they,
who ate invefted with its authority, may be-

come 1nore tenacious of the rights and peculiar
advantages of their fation, than of thofe of
their conftitilents, They may fancy that their
ftation invefts them with the uncontrolable.
right of compelling obedience iz all cafes what-

ever.

Power, like every other pnivilege, may be
abufed, or. imprudently exercifed by its poflef-
fors, and occafiont juft uneafinefs among the
people, and involve them in the horrors of civil
war. But when the great officers of a republi-
can government become the guardians of the
people’s rights, and the beneficient inftruments
of their profperity, by averting dangers, and
continuing their enjoyments, their conftituents
have abundant reafon for the moft fervent
thank{givings and praife. |

The apoftolic exhortation before us, reminds
us alfo, that kings are to be remembered in our
interceflions. 'The primitive chriftians, who
were interfperfed among nations, over whom
kings and emperors reigned,were more immedi-
ately interefted than we are, in the difcharge of
this part of the duty. The reafon however,
for which it was recommended to them, in fome
meafure, recommends it to us, viz. that we
might peaceably and quietly enjoy our rights
and privileges, without being molefted by

them.
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them. : As the fpirit of true liberty is the moft
formidable enemy that kings have to fear, fo
tis natural for them to combine to arreft its
progrefs, confequently nations that are free are
always liable to be invaded and cruthed by them.
The enlightening.and powerful energy of opin-
ton 18 more to be dreaded by them, than exter-
nal forcé,  Fleets and armies inftead of becom-
ing an object of their fear, onlyferve to cherifh
their luft of dominion and conqueft, and to
feed their ambition and rapacity. ‘In general
they delight in war, efpecially :when there is a
profpe& of encreafing or extending their defpo-
tic power, and fovereignty, Hiftory {carcely
acquaints us'with -any wars, which have not
been inftigated by Kings, or in which they have
.not readily.come in-for a thare. Nimrod arofe
to his power and dominion, by invading the
-tights-of his neighbours, and the fame difpofi-
tion has difcovered itfelf in moft.of his fuccef-
{ors. As they are always ready to embrace
-every opportunity, to extend their. power and
dominions, and as their bearts are in the bands
‘of God,y who can turn them as the rivers of water
-are turned ; {o we are to commend them unto
Him, that he weuld difpofe them to be merci-
-ful and juft to their own fubje@s, and efpe-
cmlly to defift from their iniquitous combina-
tions againft the peace, the liberty md rights of
others,

The-deftru&ion of the Frcnch chubhc 1S
now the favourite and eager object of the pow-

B erful
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erful Defpots and Princes of Europe, who have
entered into an infamous confederacy to effe&
it. Should they become fuccefsful in this un-
juft and iniquitous defign, it does not require
the {pirit of prophecy to predict, what will be
their next attempt. They will make a power-
ful exertion to extirpate the principle of equal
- liberty from the globe, left 1ts exifting {pirit
{hould again revive and finally triumph over
the ruins of all defpotic and oppreflive govern-
ment.  The wretched fate of Poland {thows
what would be that of France,yea, America alfo,
fhould ‘defpotifm become triumphant. Each
Defpot would be eager to fend his troops to
take their fhare in the general fcramble and
plunder. . .

There can be nothing more unjuft or atre-
cious, than the prefent confederacy of Eu-
ropean Powers againft France. If the domef-
tic government of families and individuals be
univerlally acknowledged to be facred, what
juftifiable reafon can there be offered f01 one
nation to interferc in the internal concerns of
another 7 Has not every nation an equal right
to form and eftzblith its own laws and govern-
ment ! Or are the rights of nations lefs facred,
than thofe of individuals ? Surely no. If
2 forelgner fhould come into one of your fam-
siiiesy and in an infolent and hoftile manner, in-
terfere in the concerns of your houieheld
thould endeavour to overtwn your f'umly
govermmnent, and 1n its ftead, give you fuch

laws
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laws as he pleafed ; would not the warmeft’
altive- indignation at fuch -1niquitous.. condutt;
be juftihiable ! Would not fuch . intrufion be
condemned and reprobated by every friend of
order and juftice ? Surely then'the combina-
tion of defpotic princes, to invade and give
faws and government, by force, to a nation ens
gaged in the caufe of liberty and juftice, is not
lefs reprehenfible.  Such kings and defpots, as’
they are capable of reformation, are on that ac-,

count the fubje&s. of our prayers, and there-
fore we are to remember them, 1n our inter-
ceflions,

- But confidering the exhortation of the text,
as particularly to be applicd, to ourfelves, our
interceflions are to be accompanied with devout
thank{giving for thefe that are in authority over
us, our national government and the gregt of-

{icers of it.

The federal government is undoubtedly to
be confidered as the foundation of all our po-
litical enjoyments and bleflings. It was fram-
ed by the collefled wildom of our country,
and is confidered by thole who are viewed as
judges, to be as perfe&t a form as the world has
yet ever feen.  For this inftrument of our na-
tional freedom, profperity and “happlinefs, our
public, devout thanfgivings and prayers are to
- be made,

The worthy and fkilful ofticers and manags-
ers of 1, who have hitherto {o prudently and

wifely ndml,mﬂered it, are cfpecially to have an
interefd
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intereft in-our gratitude and interceflions, on
this day, to the Supreme Governour of nations.;
our pious and grateful acknowledgments for
thefe public inftruments of our bleflings, will
be a good evidence of the fincere thankfulnefs
of our hearts,to him who 1sthe Great Author of
them. *

Hence I proceed to the 2d part of our fub-
jeét, to confider and -apply the reafons or mo-
tives, by which the Apoftle recommends and
enforces the duty, which are, that we may lead a
guiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs and bonefly.

The reafons or motives {uggefted here, are
two; one taken from the confideration of the
enjoyment of the blefling of peace; the other,
from that of the advancement of piety and vir-
tue, |

1ft, That the enjoyment of the blefling o
peace may be continued, is a power{ul motive to
this duty,

The continuance of this greateft and beft of
bleflings, both in an external and domeftic
view, is owing, under divine providence, to the
prudence and wif{dom of our rulers, in condu&-
g our political and commercial interefts. The
wars or peace of natlons are, in a great meafure,
dependent on #hofe iz authority.  They lead the
great affairs of ftates and kingdoms, and be-
come inftrumental in producing war, or in cf-
tecting and continuing peace.

Had 1t not been for the fkiliul and prudent
management of the great officers of our nation-

al
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al government, 1n all probability, we {hould:
have been plunged, before this time, into all the
horrors of the prefent war in Europe. They
firmly oppofed and defeated an iniquitous con~
federacy both of foretgn mHuence and domeflic
faGtion, 'They exhibited unexampled patience.
and forbearance under the molt wanton en-
croachments upon our rights and property at
home and abroad, by European defpoilers and
by the encemy of the wildernels,  Amidit ma-
ny unprovoked infults and invafions, the Mem-
bers of Congrefs have conduted with unrivalled
wifdom and moderation. Had they been haf-
ty to manifeft even a juft indignation and re-
{fentment towards the agents or infligators of
fuch unjuftifiable conduct, war would incvita-
bly have been the iffue, and they would thus
have facrificed the peace, yca the blood of our
country, to the feelings of the moment, Here
I cannot forbear to mention, that the fkill and
prudence, the firmnefs and moderation of our
beloved W AsHING TON,difplayed bothin coun-
cil and in condu&, were as unexcecded in the
management and guidance of the affairs of our
nation, through this difficult period, as they had
been heretofore, in obtaining for us the viGtory
in the ficld. By fuch wifdom and forbearance,
we have hitherto been exempted and theltered
from the dreadful thunder and tempefl of a war,
which has fpread its horrors and devaflations
far and wide in the faireft part of Europe. By

fuch managemeat the late formidable infurrec-
ton
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tion in one of the f{ifter ftates has been happily
fupprefled without the fhedding of kindred
blood. By fuch means, our ncighbours of -the
~ wildernefs are confenting to terms of friendfhip
and peace; and. by fuch means, the remon-
~ {trances and negociations of an Envoy extraor-
dinary at the Court of England, have been {uc-
cefsful, and iffued in an *umcable treaty.,
Thus the benign fpirit of peace and tlanqml-'
lity has been every where cherithed and care-
fully pfefcrvcd by the iriends of our Country,
and is dail y becoming more and more perma-
nent among us, under then beneficent exertions.
Thus our favoured land has now become a
happy afylum for all the perfecuted and unfor-
tunate of other nations, and invites them from
every part of the contending globe, to come to-
its peaceful fhores, and enjoy liberty awith order,
and have nonc to moleft them.  In this refpedt,
~what a contraft do we make with moft all oth-
crnations of the earth U Jn viewing the calam-
ies of ofher nations, our prefent condition af-
Jords mach matter of confolation end fatisfatlion.
The contraft of our prefeiit condition is a ftate
of war, into which many other countries are
now mnvolved. War 1s the greateft {courge and
calamity that can befal a nation.  Among the
numecrous eviis that are fent to affli& and de-
ftroy mankind, there is not one that can be
named, fo drcadtully ellicacious and horrid, as
that of war. Its path 1s always marked with

the blood of thoulands, and ruin and defolation
x follow
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follow in its train.  And they who exert them-
{elves to prevent fuch a calamity mult be confi-
dered aniong the true friends of jultice and hu-
manity. ' . |
He that cafts an'eye over Europe, and

bcholds what {laughter, diftrefs and  defolation,
the prefent war has already occalioned, muft be
a ftranger to the emotions of compaffion and
benevolence, not to deplore and weep over its
ravages and horrors, How many millions have
already been flain in the field ! What countlefs
numbers, maflacred in cool blood ! How many
thoufands, whofe habitations and property be-
ing laid wafte, have been forced into forlorn and
diftreffing exile ! What deftruction to the trea-
fures of nature! What ravages among the rich-
ly monuments of art! That our country has
hitherto been exempted from fuch calamitics
and diftrefs, is owing, under God, to the men
and mealures of our national government, /o
thofe that are in authority over us, tor whom our
thank{givings and prayers are to be offered up,
on this feftive day, to the Supreme Ruler of the
World.

2d. The other reafon or motive, by which
this duty is recommended, is the further ad-
vancement of piety and virtue. Under the
continued enjoyment of peace,we are to become
exemplary iz all godlinefs and honefly. Peace and
profperity are to be made fubfervient to the
great Interelts of religion and moralty.

| Witheut
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Without the priticiples and rules of ‘religion
and morality, a republican ;government would
foon fall into ruin, Godlinefs alone can pre-
vent the arrogance of profperity, or the wanton
abufe of liberty, .and .give proper fubjeétion,
order and tranquillity,to the great body of a free
people.  The charalters of the great officers of
_government, therefore; thould ever be eminent-
ly marked w1th the commanding influence and
effets of eftablithed. principles of religion. -And
‘tis with -pleafure, T'can remark; that the proc-
lamation for the 'religious obfervance of this
day, is fraught with ample evidence, that the
dhterefts of plety and morality, have a fhare
among the 1iportant.concerns of our national
rulers. It folemnly.enjoins piety to God, and
the {acred obfervance ofithofe principles and pre-
cepts-which chriftianity inculcates. "And while
our government and-rulers {ecure to us the en-
joyment of our religious privileges, and enjoin
a diligent and faithful improvement of them, it
| highly becomes us to exhibit to the world, an
eminent example of goaline/s and honefly.
Religion is the only fateguard of a free peo-
ple, and they who difregard its principles, or
“manifeft a difpofition or conduct that tends to
leffen’a vencrationfor the- deity, are eflentially
unqualified to be at the head of government.
‘That men deftitute of religion, or the -fear of
-God, are unfit to lead and ‘govern the import-
ant affairs of nations, we have a recent and un-

happy example in the late rulers of France, in
her
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her revolution. Liberated from the fhackles
of the grofleft fuperftition, it might have been
e‘\{pe&ed that the French would have fallen
into the other extreme, and become religious
enthufiafts. But that the leaders of the revo-
lution {hould rejet all religion, even its firft
principles, the being and attributes of God,
which the light of nature inculcates on the
rudeflt Pagan, is a matter that may well excite
the aftonifhment of the world.

Confidering death as an eternal fleep, and re-
jecting the belief of a God and every religious
principle, they let the peoplé loofe from eve-
ry reftraint, and prepared them for every ipe-
cies of injuﬁice, wickednefs and abomination.
Having no fear of God before their eyes, and
confequently no check to the blind fury of their
ferocious paffions, they became totally uncon-
fcientious in their conduct towards their fellow
creatures. Though Robefpiere, (whofe namie
will be execrated, through all {ucceeding gene-
rations, by every friend of humanity and juf-
tice,) inculcated the principles of relizion and
morality ; yet being at the headof a {anguinary,
faltious party, whoferuling influence occalioned

thofe thocking enormities which have flained
the French Revolution, he could not have been
that friend to the interefts of religion and vir-
tue, which he withed the world to believe him,
He affumed that religious, hypocritical appear-
ance as a thelter'and covering for his miquity
and abominations. What unjult exccutions !

what horrid maffacres! what dreadful effufion
G of
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of human blood were occafioned by him ! The
humane and benevolent mind is ftruck with
horror at the bare reprefentation of that awful
. {cene of carnage, murder and death, which
marked the reign of this bloody tyrant. This
infamous Robefpeire and his party, caufed {ome
of the firft men of fcience among the French,
both in philofophy and politicks, to be put to
death, and occafioned the lofs or murder of ma-
ny of the beft generals of the French army. In
{hort, he aimed at the fupreme {ovcreign power
over the people, and determined to cut down
all in his way and every one that obfiruéted his
progrefsto it.  And had he obtained his object,
he would have become the greatelt tyrant the
world ever {faw, and would have ruled France
with a rod of iron, But in mercy to the
french, he was arrefted in his horrid career,
and met the fate he had Jong deierved. Since
his fall, the affairs of France, under the manage-
ment of the more rational, moderate and virtus
ous, have aflumed a new and more plealing al-
pet. Rational liberty and humanity now be-
gin to triumph in that much afilited country,
and order to arife out of confution, They be-
gin to trace back the ground they had {o haftily
and imprudently gone over, to acknowledge the
being and providence of God, and to inculcate
the principles of religion and the rules of mo-
rality.  In this caufe of civil and religious lib-
erty we heartity with them {uccefs ; we wifh
them peace, religion, and a free, equal and ofh-
cient government.  May the experiment they

| | have
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have tried, be to them, a convincing proof, that
religion and virtue are the {ole foundation and
fecurity of order, liberty and happinefs to a Re-
public, o | .
What caufe have we for thank{giving and
praife,that we have hitherto-been proteéted from
{uch dangers and calamities,and that we have one
at the head of our national government, who is
the confidence and boaft of his country; the
admiration and envy of the world, and whofc
life and character are replete with thofe perfon-
al and chriftian virtues which manifeft his real
veneration for religion, and warrant his future
fidelity in guarding the people’s rights, = And
may our devout thankfgivings and prayers be
united for afl that are in authority over us, that
we may continue fo lead a qujct and peaceable
Alifesu all godlinefs and boncfly, "

- We can hardly remember the time, swhep
our county has been more flourithing and prof-
perous, than 1t 1s at prefent, under the foflering
care of .our civil rulers ; and its encreafing
wealth, its 1ifing credit and glory, the rank it
holds among the nations of the -earth, and the
profperity of all clafles of citizens, are a pleafing
teftimony of the benign and propitious influ-
enee, of the government which they adininif~
ter. It {ecures to us peace, liberty and happi-
nefs at home, and refpeability abroad ; and
we exhibit an example of cnlightened freedom,
focial order, and growing profperity to all
“the nations of the world. Being thus pecu-
harly diftinguifhed, and fingularly favoured by

Heaven,
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Heaven, it becomes us, to be eminent and exern-
piary 1 all godlinefs end-bonefly.

May 2 deep fenfe of gratitude be impreffed
on 2ll our hearts, and evinced « by a corref-
pondent conduct as citizéns and as men.” May
we practife that univerfal righteoufnels, which
exalteth and rendereth a hation fecure and hap-
pv. “May we become firmly eftablifhed in
the habits of {obricty, order, morality and pie~
v as the mlv {afe md unﬂla.Len foundation of
Repub ic; and¥ - may all the bleflings we pof-
f¢fs or ofk for ourfelves be fpecdxl)f imparted to
the I ho.... family of ‘mankind,”™ For this pur-
poie may all governments, that are oppreflive
o mankind, be demohfhed and make way for

A univ eH al prevalence and eftablithment of
ae Kingdom and government of Chrift. May
il and religious hberty become every where
it 1..ph nt, and the laws of chriftianity become
Sdfreme laws of nations.” Ther wars and
plings will be no more » Then there will be
ace and gam’ wit! emong all mankind ; and the

wtuefs of the Lingdom under the whole bheaver
.“Z e roen fo ihe people of the Satnts of the
ileft High, and all dmﬂzmom il ‘/ér*vc cud 0=
bcy irfrfz. That fuch may {peedily become the
happy itate of the world, you will unite with -

me n {&JMLE-. ANEN, o
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