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HE Behef of a PlOVldCllCC pre-

| fiding" over the -World, is .as
hﬂ’qnnal to Religion, as the
Acknowledgment f G O.D’s Being: For;
by Denying the ]?rovjdence of (10D

Men remove all Communication bu-
B t\Wweerns




2 The Being and Benefits of

tween Heavenand Earth; GO D 1s then
to us, as if he were not ; and we can
have no Motive inducing us to ferve
him ; the Reafon of all Religicus Wor-
{hip ceafes, and with it the main Sup-
port and Comfort of our Lives.

For, 1f G O D did not concern himfelf
with Human Aflairs; to what purpofe
wou’d it be for us, to addrefs our felves
uito Him, for His Blefling on them ?
And what Confolation cou’d we find
i a World of Troubles and Vexa-
tion ? So great a Weight depends on
this Principle, the Belief of GO D’s Go-
vernment of the World, that we had
need to be very well perfwaded about
L.

Let us therefore Enquire,
L. What Grounds we have for the Belief
of GOD’s Sovercignty and Government
of the World ; 'That the Lord 1s re-

ally ‘King.
L. What Matter of Foy and Confolatios

tis to Mankind, and to us in particu-
lar, that he governs the World ; That
the Earth may be glad of it.

I. The
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I

The Firft Enquiry is, Mhar Rea-
Jon we have for the Belief of GOD’s So- _
vereignty and Government of the World,
That the Lord is King. We fee {uch
Footfteps of Power, Witdom, and Good-
nefs, in the Frame of the World ; and
manifeft Inftances of Defign and Con-
trivance in the Order of Things, as
makes it impoflible for the World to
have made 1t felf; and therefore, 1t
muft have been produced by a Being,
who hath al] thefe Pertettions of Power,
Wifdom, and Goodnels.

Now, If that Being ( which we
call GOD ) who has thefe Perfecti-
ons in himfclf, made the World; ’t1s
rational to believe, that he {till go-
verns it. For, the fame Ends and Mo-
tives ( whatever they were ) that -
clined Him to make the World at firit,
will engage Him for ever after to talke
Care ot it, and over-rule all Affairs
and Events 1n 1t.

For, we can’t rcafonably fuppofe,

that He, who employ’d {o much Pow-
B 2 er,
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er, and ‘Wifdom, i the Raifing of this
Great and Magnificent Bmldmg and
Furnifthing 1t with fuch Varicty ot
Creatures, fhould, {o {oon as he had
perfe&ed 1t forfake His own Work-
ranfhip; and not 160k any further af-
et it} efpecially, confidering, that ’tis
no Trouble, and Difquet to Him,
either to rake Notice of what is done
here below, or to interpofe for the
Regulating of any DLiOI‘dCI that may
happen : Yor Infinite Knowled”‘e and
Wldeﬂl, and Power can do tlus with
all imaginable Eafe ; He knows, and
fees all I‘hmgs at one View, and can
do all Things, ‘without any Diftur:
Lance of His own Happinels.

This hath been the common Appre-
henfion of Mankind, 1n all' Ages and
Nations of the WOlld concer mnf" this
Matter : ‘And this 1s [ the Foundation
of Religion ] the univerfzl Reafon , Why,
the Heathens, as well as Chuﬂ'jam put
up Prayers and Oblarions to G O D for
rhe “Things they need, or for Avertmg
thofe Hvils they fear’; "becaufe they bes
lieve, that GO D (,omel'ns Hlmﬁ,lf 11
thg, Afla,n*s of M"m und? and deés di-
| o itl’lbut(.r

[
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{tribute Good or Evi} to ’em, apcording
as they 'behave themfiely es rtowards
Him. | |

For the further Proof of this Do-
&rine, that there is a Divine, Over-

1u1mg Providence : All Prophecies, that

S, . .1 L1011 3. n'l.! A AL 1-1.-%'.-::1-"*-1-1 1 v v
navg DCeil lulkl.l.li..u a1l 1vaiiraliCs w"LGhEI t.

by any Perfon for the Confirmarion
ot Religion ; all Apparitions of Spi-
rits, and the Powers of Midgic ; all
Appearances in the Air, fore- tclhng fi1-
ture Calamities, that have

happen’d ; all Storms and  Such as that
Tempelts at Sea or l.and, Ef; ”i,.oaf;tg,
beyond the Power of Second 1.

Caufes to produce; all ex-

traordinary Deliverances vouchiafed to
Kingdoms, Cities, or particular Perfons ;
and all remarkable Judgments infliéted
on any of them, ( whuc.of Hiitory,
both Sacred and Civil, abounds witly
Inftances ; many of which have fallén
within the Compafs of our own Ix-
perience ; ) all thele are {o many cou-
VIincing I:',Vldeuc_es, that therc is 4 Power,
which_over-ruleth the Affairs of tllt.(
World, fuperior bothh to that of Na-
FULe, and thclt of Mankmd - and does
| Ordu

!
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order all Things fuitable to His own

Will.

But, we f{hall find this Matter put out
of all Doubt, if we carry our Thoughts
to Divine Revelation. The Holy Scrip-
tures aflure us, that GO D rules in the
Kingdom of Men, and difpofes of all

Affairs. So we are told,

Pfalm33. 14, that the Lord from his Ha-
16. bitation looks down wupon all,

that dwell on the Earth : No
King s [av’d by the Multitude of his
Armiesy, nor any Man deliver’d by his
owre Stremgth; but Salvation is from

the Lord. And tho’ Muawny
Prove1g. 21 aye the Devices in the Hearts

of Men, yet the Counfel of the
Amos 3. 6.  Lordonly fball ffard. And no
" Evzl (of Punifhment ) hap-
peneth iz 2 City, but the Lord doth
3F

©

Our Saviour tells us, That GO D’s
Providence extends to the leaft and
‘ moit inconfiderable Crea-
Mat. 6. 26, tures, to the Grafs of the
31 Field, and the Fowls of'the

Alr; much more to Men,
which
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which are Creatures far more confi-
derable, and to the very lealt Thing
that belongs to us; to the

very Hairs of our Head , Mat. 1o.;30.

which are all numbered ;

a very low Inftance of Divine Provi-
dence : And the Apoltle tells us, That
GOD worketh i 2;,and that,

according to the Counfel of Eph. 1. 11

His own Will. So that no-

thing comes by Chance, the moft for-
tuitous Events GO D hasa Hand 1n, to
bring them about. He takes Care of
fingle Perfons, much more of Publick
Socicties, and Kingdoms, wherein the
Fortunes of {o many fingle Perfons are
comprehended.

Praifed be GOD for his IL.ove and
Favour to Mankind ; for ever ador’d
be his Holy Name, for thus humbling
Himf{elf to take Notice of us, and our
Affairs ; and likewife for giving us {0
much Aflurance that he does 10!

Since then, we have fuch ftrong Evi-
dences of all Sorts, Thar the Lord is

King ;
J.ct
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et us i1 the nexr Pla.(, Cortﬁdcr

I

What f’ftz‘er cf qu dnd C'o,r:ﬁudrwﬁ
M%is to ﬂ/fﬁ?ﬂi!ﬂd in General, and to s
i/ mefzca[zzr, that GO D goveris the
VVorld That the Earth may be glad
of GOD s Providence,” and GO-—
Vernment of the World is tllt.. main
Support,; and Comfort of Human Life;
and the. Olﬂv S’e(.uuty of Peace and

T 1"11‘1qudlty £O us. \\

1. The Providence of GO D and
His Government of the ‘vVorld, is the
mdin Support, dand Comfort of Humap
Life o While” we are” 1n this World,
our beﬁ a"nti fecurelt Condition is ex—
pos‘-’d to a° World of fad and uncom’
fortable Acudents to Evils and Dan_.
oers ; “which wé havc-: neither the Wi
dom to foreiee, nor the Power to pre-
vent ; 4n Lmdc,l which we Hhave no
Su ppdr"‘ .1 théte Be no GO D to go-
vern the World. It we are 1if- bad

Circumitances, we can have none to
apply
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apply to, for Remedy ; but are left to
our felves, to aggravate our prefent
Miferies by Impatience, and Defpair ;
‘and grow more miferabie by the Pro-
{pelt ‘of fadder Futurity.

If we are in good Circvimftances;
"wc ‘tmay, ‘without Remedy; be ftript
of ’em in'a Moment. For, while we
~depénd on Chance, and' the Wheel of
“Fate, we cdn be fectire of nothing we
“poffefs, ‘or defire, or hope for : So dif-
1mal and difconfolate are both Condi-
‘tions, ‘without a GOD to rely omn !
*But upon admitting, ( as we have' alk
imaginable Reafon to do ) that He
1s, ‘afid " that He governs the World;
we can cdfily reheéve our felves under
the ' mioft " difmal Profpett : We can
fairly Conclude, and {fifely Depend
on 1ty that, if we take Care, 'by
our Submiffion to GO D’s Will, and
Application to His Grace, to make
Him our Friend ; He will either pre-
vent the Evils ‘We dread, or {upport
‘08 'under " them, or convert them to
our Good ; ‘ard ‘' in° a' ‘fhort Time ;
deliver ws eut of them : “Either of

‘ C which
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WInCh 1S ﬁlﬂ”‘CLLlIt to {et our Hearss
at Eafe. |

- Nay, There are fuch vaft and in-
numemblc Comforts flowing down on
us from the Confideration of GOD’s
Nature, and Providence, as are fuffi-
cient, not only to allay our Sorrows,

“but to, convert them into Joys and
_I‘uumphs._ While He is at the Helm
- of the Warld, the Affairs of it are in
a {fafe. Hand ~which always knows
what 1s. beft fOJ. us, and has Goodnefs
and Power enough to do it. And
whilft we five under the Influence and
Apprehenfion of this, there is nothing

i the World, canr happen amifs to s,
Welcome Pam or Pleafure ; Welcome

Lofs, or Gam.*‘ For, if we have  but
'GOD our Friend,  we may fecurely
dcpend upon 1t that whatever be-
falls us, 1s beit for us. ' Greater Mat-
ter of Joy and’ Comfmt can’t be than

tlis.’

G O D’s Providence, and Go-
Ver nmcnt of the "World 15 the beft,
}md only Secuylty of f’eace anid Tran-—

| muhty to Us.
Had
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Had G O D, after he had once put
‘T hings into this Frame and Motion, lett
thém entirely to {hift for themfclves,and
follow the Swing of their own Powers,
and "Propenfions ; had he left. Natu-=
ral Events to fall out from neceifary
Caufes, and Civil Affairs to the Arbi-
trary Management of Mankind ; had -
he left Men to fhuffle, and ‘divide
the’ World among thiemfeives, without
troubling himfcltaboutit. This wou’d
have made the World {o dark and mit-
crable a Place, thar 1t had been much
better for us to be brute Beafts, than ra-
tional Crecatures.

- For, fuch a Syitem of the World Liid
put upon us another Yoke, belides that
of Fatal Neceflity ; namely, the Arbi-
trary Pleafures of thofe ofqur own iind,
which 1if they were not under an over-
ruling Power, would be tea Times
more unfupportable than the Tren Bands.
of Iate. '

What Peace,  or Tranquility could
we have enjoy’d, had we been leftr to
bear the Indignitics, and Infolencics,
the Ravages, and Crucity of every

o

C 2 Oile,
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one, that was ftronger than our felves,
and had the Will to opprefs us? For,
notwithftanding the World now is uns
der the Government ' of GO D, how
reftlefs and mifchievous are fome of
the mighty Powers of the World, even
when GOD has an Hook: in their.
Nofe 2 How favage, and inhuman arg
their Tempers, and Paffions 7 How .
boundlefs and outragious their Ambi-
tion 7 "What unconceivable Confu-
{ion, and Subverfion would they. cre-.
ate ; if they were f{uffer’d to haye
their full Range 7 When GO D per-
mits but one ambitious and turbulent
Spirit in an Age, as the Inftrument ot
his Wrathy, what Havock and Deva-
{tation does it oftentimes make ? - How ..
does it caufe the whole Earth to trem-
ble, and fhake Kingdoms, as was once .
faid of Nebuchadnezzar, Ifa. 14. 16.
And may be as truly faid of the French
King ? : Who has involv’d Earope in
Blood and Ruin; carrying Fire and
Defolation, wherever his Fatal - Arms
have been difplay’d. .

Had
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'Had, not the, Almighty. Powers a-
bove interpos’d, ftopt this Nhghty Nim-
rod, and: Oppreﬁ'or of the Age, and
firuck off the Wheels of his. Chariots
in .their full Carreer ; what coi’d have -
hinder’d him from belng fhortly at our
Gates, and , -reducing-us to a yet more
miferable COIldltIOH, than even thofe
Countries_are in, which he has laid
wafte with. F1re "and Sword. ' Doubt-
lefs this was in view, and had- his
Numerous ‘Forces marched on Vifo-
rioufly as they begun, we fhould too
foon ( to our Sorrow, ) have felt the
Smart of what he queftxoned not the
Accomplifhment of. But, Behold !
What a Terrible Rebuke, " the Provi-
dence of GO D, hath given to this In-
fulting Prince, in the full Height of
his Fortune and. Fury; and when he
feemed in 2 Manpner, to want but one
Day’s Succefs, one Vi&tor more, for
ma ng himfelf ' Univerfa Monarch
and Enflaving this Part of the Wor Id

to lus Emplre and Dommanon

This
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This Terrible and moft Surprizing
Rebuke, which he has now receiv’d
at Schellenberg, and on the 'Banks of
the Danunbe, near Hochfler in Germa-
»y ; muft in all Reafon and Juftice
be afcribed to the Power of G O D,
which fo vifibly appear’d in the Day
of Battle ; that Great and Glorious Day,
wherein the Fate of the Germarn Em-
pire, and indeed of all Proteftant Princces,
fecem’d to eomec ‘to a Final Termina-
r1011.

For, the United Strength and Giog-
vy of France and Bavariz; Arms fluflv’d
with Vitories, and Succefles; that ne-
ver knew, what it was to bc beaten

beinng by many Thoufands

Sy Juperior 6}220 {upcrior to their Encmies,
€y O, 45 fOoMe ‘ ) < '

repore 10000, . and foadvantagioufly poit-

on a rifing Ground, almoft

inaccefhble ; having: an

The Dinube.  unpaflable River on-their

_ Right, a Mountain and

See the D. of : .. -
Marlborough's a thick -Wood .on their
Letters, and o-  [efr, and thewr Front co-
fhers to t7¢  wvered by their Cannon
QU E E N, : . )
oy - with a Brook and Morafs,

vely

%
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very difhicult to pats, had there been

0 Enemy to guard them; 1 fay, hav-

ing  luch mighty Advantages on their
Siude, well mught they bid Defiance to
the bold and refolute Attempts of anv
Approaching Encmy 72 So conhdent
was theiwr General, M. de Tallard, of
of the Invinciblity ot his Troops, and

the Inaccefliblencts of his Camp, that

when he faw our Porces advancing,
and laymg Pontons over thole Pafles
like Rabfpeka of Old, he fends them
thefc Detymng and Infolent Exprefli-
ons 3 If they bawve zot Bridges ecuough,
I wil [end yor fome : Lt thew: alowe,
the snore come overy the wmore we (ball kill
of eiz. Bold and Prefumptuous Words!
And yet what cou’d have hinderd
him, from making them good, but
the Providence of GO DY Yor, the
“nemy mught with Eaile have cither
{ccured all thofe Pafles and Avenues,
or fcll onour ‘Troops n the Paflage,

~and opprefled them there, betore they

cou’d have rallied into a Pofture of
Detence.

_There
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‘There 1s another very Remarkable
Blunder and Infatuation, which: the
- Ele&tor of Bavaria was.guilty of, when
he abandon’d the f{trong "Citadel of
Augsburg , which i1s fitvated ' upon a
confiderable River, covering all the
‘Countrey of Bavarza, and which: (ac-

cording tothe beft’Account

see Gen. Zom-  ywe have ) the Eleétor
pycbelerterto  wras in a  Condition - to
Holland . maintamn without M: de
Tallard’s - Remforcement.

But the true Reafon of thefe remedi-
lefs Miftakes, and Confufions, lics plain-
ly in the fecrer Operations of G O D’s
Providencey, 'Who by an - over-ruling
‘Power infatuated the Counfels, and
“fruftrated the Bloody Defigns of thefe
Mighty Men of Wifdom and Valour;
and by that Means'lets ’em fee, The
Race 3s not always to the

EccleC 9o 11. - fwift, nor the Battle to the
- flrong,  ner Kavour'to’ the

Men- of Skill.

1.ct Men defign Thngis never fo po-
‘hiticly, and make them never fo fure;
CVER

4
» .
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cven to the Popifh and Irewch Doeoreg
ol Infallibility ; Let them l'éd{()uuupn
on 1t as a Blow, that cannot fail
As the foench Court did the Succcfs
of thewr Afluirs my Germea-
7y, ‘dtﬂd in 41l OfllCl‘ I’urts; Sce the
as appears by the Lixtraor- ;K‘””ﬁ.’?’ ,fff:
dinary Ornamentsy and In- ;,,,ﬂ): /o Ave
fcnptionsofthe Fire-Works,
whichtwere prepared on that Occafion,
at the Bueh of the Irewch King’s Grear
Grand-Son, the Duke of Brirrany, at
Parzs 3 wheremn the Seiwo |
and T'ajo, Rivers of Lyance ;UZ?: fg?tﬁyf
a1 uSLUﬂH?, WETC 1"61‘)1‘61(.11115(3(1 buy :.ut?:s thre’
as forcing the Po, Dupabe, 4k Territorics

r e of the Dule of
ﬂfmﬂme, and Fhares, the Savoy, amd
Chucel Riversm Savey, Ger-  therefore Savey
mranyy fdolland 2nd Epgland, ‘};"}f_d rtended
to pay them Homage.

Yer, atrer all, the Conufél of the Lord
foai - flazd 3 and he will do all His
Pleafure ; for there is no Wlﬁ‘lom, not
Underfranding, nor "Counfel agauiit the
Lord.  And 1fc loves to’ refit the
Sclf condident, and Prefumpluous, and
to' {fcarter the Proud, that délight in
W,

D The
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The Juftice of the Cdufe we are
engag’d 1n, 1s another Argument, that
the Hand of GO D was immediately
concerned in this Great Aé&tion ; and
therefore the Glory of the Day mufit be
given unto Him.

For, tho’ meer Succefs be no Argu-
ment of the Juftice or Injuftice of any
Caulfe, or of GO D’s Favouring and Ap-
proving of it. For, Succe{s has often
attended the Arms of Tyrants and Op-
preflors, when they were made the Mi-
nifters of GO D to execute Vengeance
on a finful People, that yet had a good
Caufe to maintain, how much foever it
may have fufter’d thro’ the Wickednefs

of their Lives.

Yet The Righreous Lord lov-

Pil 11, €th Righteoufnefs, his Connfel will

lte - behold the Thing that s jufl :

And He wou’d always crown

His People with Succefs,in a Righteous

Caufe ; if their Sins did not turn away

His Face, and provoke Him to make Ule

of their Enemies, as His Rod, to {fcourge
them into Amendment.

Now,
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Now, If the Defence of Men’s un-
doubted Rights, and Properties, and
the Comimon liberties of Exrope againit
Tyranny and Oppreflion, be a juft
Caufe ; then Ours is evidently 1o :
And when we {ee this Caufe moft
furprizingly Succefsful, and wonder-
tully Victorious, in a moft Critical Con-
juncture ; we have Reafon to afcribe
it to the jult Judge of the World,
and fay with the Pfalmift, |
That Verily, theve is a Re- -Pllms8.11.
ward for the Righteons,doubt-
lefs therc is a GO D, that judgeth is
the Earth. | |

*T'is likewifc worth Obferving, that
before this Battle begun, the Whole
Army commended themiclves, and
their "Caufe to G O D, which was
heard Above, and in few Hours after
was anfwered 1n a Compleat and Sig-
nal Vid&ory. Was not this the Lord’s
Doing ? And ought it not to be mar-
vellous in our Eyes, and fill our Hearts

and Moutls, with Devout Praifes and
D 2 "Thank{-
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'Thankigiving to G G D, our Declender
and Mighty Dcliverer ?

We partcularly are concermd o
praifc and adore the Majefty of Hea-
ven, for Placing {o Excellent and Wide
a Princefs upon the Throne of thele
Three Kingdoms; Who extends Her
Royal Care, and Afliftance to all that
nced them every where; to the Pro-
tection of Her Allies, and the "L'error
of Her Encmies ; and that under the
Conduét of the Bravelt General. A
General, who by his Matchlefs Cou-
rage and Fidclity, and by the Iatre-
pidity of the Officers and "Troops under
him, has madc Frazce {ce, that her
Strength 1s not 1mvincible; and given
fuch g Blow, as that Haughty Mo-
narch never fele 1 the whole Courfe
of his Reign. A General, and Troops,
who bhavce bravely retrievd the Anci-
ent Glory .ot the Ewelifb Narne, and
whoie Glorious Atchicvements mighe
have been emvied by the Greatelt He-
rocs of palt Ages, and whofe. Memor
will hiine in the Annals of Fame to aﬁ
A;_I,{:S'ta COme. | A

May

=l
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May an Exeliflh Prince never. want
{fuch Unparallel Commanders and In-
vincible Trocps ; and may Viftory and
Succefs con{hmthf attend their Arms;
and may the (doxy ot all be moft
thankfully afcribed to the GOD of Battle,
the Sovereign Loird of IHeaven and
Farth.

"T1s well, and happy for us, that the
Lord s Keng - All the Nations and
People of the Earth, except the French
King himlielf, may be glad thereof. 1iis
GVer- rulmg Prov 1(1(.,11u, s the belt Sup-
port of our Iives in all Conditions ;
and the main SC(,UIN'} of our Pecacc
and Welfarc.  And therciore, we have
very great Reafon to rcjoycee, and be
olad. |

This 15 King Davig’s Infcerence from
this DLL_EIIH....; and this is the prefent
Bufineis of this Day.  Ang hc,rc,fou,
lee us all molt devout’y and thank
fully acknowledge the erens Goodnﬁf_'@.,
and Mercy of Al }u’}l‘t} G O D, wha
has {o fignally atforded us this Prece-

&1011
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¢tion and Afliftance, in our greateft
Streights and Neceflity. This is the
Application I have to make of what
hath been {faid.

There are Two Ways proper to ex-
prefs our Rejoycings :

L. In a Thankful Acknowledgment of
all GO D’s paft and prefent Mercies

lo S,

i1. in a C/}Eﬂrf}zl Reliance on his Pro-
" awlidence, to go on iz B/Eﬁizg all onr
C ozﬁzﬁ?ls and Enterprizes, for the

Hononr of His Name, and the Good
of Mankind.

1. Let us devoutly and thaukfully ac-
knowledge all G O ID’s Mercies and Loving
Kindnelfes to us, both paft and prefent.
‘The Mercies and Bleflings of G O D,
both Spiritual and T'emporal, which
in great Abundancc he hath pourd
down upon us of this Ifland, ever fince
we have becn a Nation, are number-

lefs, and beyond Expreflion.
Chri~
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Chriftianity, whieh was the gieatelt
Blefling Heaven cou’d beftow , was
here planted very ecarly: And when
Superftition and Idolatry had crept in-
to the Chriftian Church, and mixt
themfelves with our. Religion, GOD
was pleafed to pnrge them out again,
by bringing the Retormation into this -
Kingdom with the firft that was re-
torm’d.

Many 1ndeed have been the Oppo.
{itions and Difturbances, that have been
aiven us {ice, by our Adverfaries,
both Abroad and at Home ; but as
manifold likewife have been our De-
liverances; and that in a moft won-
derful Manner.

I need not mention them, for they
can’t but be known to moft of us.

And notwithftanding our great Un-
worthinefs and manifold Provocations,
He has {till kept War at a Diftance
from us, who live free from all Di-
fturbance at Home ; every Man en-

joying
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ioyig  his Rehigion and Rights. i
pcrteé’r Peace and ’11‘..,1nqudlt} ,  and
with a bountiful Provifion hikewife from
G O D’s Hand, of all the good Thmgs
thao are cither needful or convénienr,
to rcider our Lives eafic and (.omfm-
tablc. And as to our Succefs Abiodd,
we have greater Occafion given us to
praife Almlﬂ‘hty GOD for than' we
have éveér had fimee our Dchverancc
irom the Iuewm Intended Invafion, in
the Year, 16 When, by the Blef-
{iing of G O'D on our Tlcct the Royal
\C“wy of France was Utterly' defeated,
and burnt at La-Hoone. As that Over-
throw prov’d {o ()mlnous and Fatul
to the Power of Frawce, that the French
King his not been able lntherto, to put
out a Flecr of Force enough, to pie-
tend the Facing us at Sea. “Our Hopes
and Prayer is, that the late Blow,
which his Arms receiv’d at Land, may
reduce him to a Condition to Face us
o more in the Field; that his Neigh-
bours may live quietly by himy, with-
out the  Dangér ot being invaded by

Frante ;, that \Vzu and Deftru&ion may

have an End . and thar the Pride
Cl_t.
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of thofe may be effetually brought
down, who f{et themfelves againft
G O D, and His Rehgion, threatning
to root it gut wherefocver G O D’s
Hand hath planted it.

-~ 'This we may have Reafon to hope
tor, if we glorihe G O D for His Goods
nefs, by oftéring Praile ;and Thanki-
givings, for -His Mercies already re-
ceived 5 and by Ordering our Converfa-
tion aright, that .He may ftill délighe
to fhew us His Salvation,

‘We have feen and heard, hiow migh-
tily GO D hath wrought with. us :
How f{hould our Hearts be affetted
with a’ due Senfe of it ! and . exprefs
our Thankfulnefs in the Words of the
Platmift, Pfal. 28, 8, &c. Bleffed be the.
Lord, becaufé. he hath heard .the Foice of
zy Supplications. The Lord is my Strength,
and my Shield, my Heart trufted in him;
and I am.belped : Therefore, my Heart
greatly rejoiceth, and with my Song will
I praife him. The Lord is their Strength,
and he is the Saving Strength of Flis
Annointed, Sawve thy People, and Blefs,

19 tPine
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theme Anheritance :  Feed them: alfo, and
lift them up for ever.

2. et us all Chearfully rely on GO D’s
Providence, and truft in his Goodnefs, 2o
20 on in Bleffing all our Counfelsy and En-
terprizes, for the Honour of his Name, -and
the Good of Mankind. For this we have
certainly very great Reafon, when we
eonfider, wwho it 1s that orders our Ak
fairs, and' 1s the Sovereign Difpofer of
all- Events that ‘happcen ih the World <
One, in refpect -of whom mnothing is
contingent, nothing falleth out with-
out his Knowledge, Comimand, or Per-
miffion.; One, whofe love we have
no. Reafen to doubt -of, having ex-
perignc’d: fo many. Inftances of it, e
von ‘beyond -our Hopes and Expettats-
ons : And One likewife, upon whofe
Power, W.ifdom, and Goodnefs, wg
. may afely depend ; Hince
Phim rgq.- tis his’Arm brings Salvati-
> on, -andgiveth Victoryunto

“Bruaces. |

SOD
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- GOD Almighty 1s our King, and
He both certainly kuows, and will cer-
tainly do, that which 1s beft jor us, pro-
vided we take Care to do thar whiclx
becomes us. |

- L.ce us but do our Parts iz Quali-
fying our felves for the Conrnuance
of lus Bleflings and Favours; and thae
1s to be done by consributing our bett
Endeavours, every Man 1 his Place
and Station, to the Service of Religion,
and the Public; and to adorn ourmofit
Holy Profeflion with Pra&lice fuitable
to the Puricy and Excellency of it :
And then we may fately caft all our
Care upon him, who carcth for us;
and loves to fhew himf{Clt ftrong in
the hehalf of them thut ferve him 3
and we may have Grounds to pro-
mifc our {elves Succels in all our AR
fairs, -

When a Man, indeed, refleéts on pur
Ingratitude to G O D, for his tormer
Mercies; and on the Spirirof Atheilin

«nd Prophancnefs, of lmunorglity and
- B o2 | PDivia
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Divifion, that ftill reigns among us, to

the Scandal of Religicn, and the plain
Prejudice of gur Common Intereft. -

I fay, when a Man reflects on thefe
Things, thereis but little Reafon, that
G O D fhould long continue his loving
Kindnefs and Bleffings to us; efpeci-
ally confidering, that he always deals
with Nations according as they behave

themielves towards Him,

Ope mam Reafon we have to hope
well of our {elves 1s; that ( notwithftand-
ing the General Corruption of the Age)
we have {ome good People among us 1till,
zealous of Good Works ; and we hore,
that G O D will raife the Spirits of
thefe Men, to fhew their Zeal yct more
publickly, tor the Honour of G O D
and Rehgion, and to carryr on more
vigoroufly the Reformation of our Lives,
in Obedience and Imitation of thmatin«
comparable Example the beit of Queens
has fet us’; to' Whoie dittinguifhing
Piety , and Care:of the Church of
Chialt o -general, -and unparaliel Be-
neficence, and Bounty to. the meoft -

s 1 . lorent
, . digent
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digent Part, the poorer Clergy’ of the
Church of Erglard, the fignal Blefhng,
( which we Congratulate this Day )
feems a Gracious Retyrn from Hea-
ven. Which I am particularly . deter-
mined tQ belicve ; becaufe G OD in
all Ages has often diftinguifb’d  his
Bleflings, to Kingdoms and Nations,
for the Piety and Charity of thofe
that governed them.

G O D knows, we are a finful and
unworthy People, but our Comfort
is, we¢ have a Chriftian Queen, Who,
I hope, is referv’d by G O D, to
compleat thofe Glorious Works, both
at Home and Abroad, which Her
Royal Predcceflors either defired, or

begun.

Let us then, - as.becomes all Honeft
and Loyal Hcarts, Humbly and De-
voutly befeech Almighty G O D, by
Whome Princes reign, long to preferve,
and continue Her MAJESTY, a
Powertul -Protector, and Orpament to
the whole Chriftian Church, and an

- Inva-
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Invaluable Blefing to us : And that,
after He has made Her a Succefsful
Inftrument of His Glory on Earth, He
would make Her a Happy Partaker
of 1t with Himfelf in Heaven: -

For His Mercies [ake in efus Chrift, &c.
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