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And Fudah and Ifrael dwelt fafely, every man under

his viney and under his fig iree, from Dan even to
Beerfhebay all the days of Solomon.

N "?’f“"’"@"’ e ‘OVEREIGNprinceshave often raifed
AR ¢ their own greatnefs and grandeur, up-
. é,

i~ "" on the-poverty and.depreflion of their

i N o
isz«. 5 2 fubjefts. But Solomon purfued =
%i W&gﬁ" " more juft, as well as a more wife and
¥ el ng honerable courfe ; and raifed himfelf

" to the fummit of human glory, by feeking and promot-
ing the highelt happinefs of his kingdom. The firft
and principal ftep, which he took, to reach this noble
and benevolent purpofe, was, to cultivate and main-

~ tain mutual peace, with all the neighboring nations.
He never gaye them any jult provocation to wage war
| witly

*
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with him ; nor took any unjult occaflion to wage war
with them.: This prudent and pacific condu& pro-
moted the profperity of his people ; and, at the fame
time, fpread the fame of his wifdom and policy among
the greatelt princes of the earth. Accordingly, the
{acred hiftorian firlt Informs us, that * Solomon had
peace on all fudes round about him.” In the u,;t
words we arc told, ¢ ]uda‘l and Ilracl dwelt 1.:1&:]},
every man under bis vine, and under his fig tree, from
Dan even to Beerfheba, all  the days of Solomon.”
And, as the natural confequence of his wife and peace-
ful reign, we read, in the conclufion of the chapter,
¢ There came of all pcople to hear the wifdom of Sol-
omon, from all the kings of the earth, which had heard
of his wifdom.” The hand, as well as the counfel of
the Deity, was concerned in all this national profpenty. -
For God promifed to give David a fon and fucceflor,
who fhould be a prince of peace. ¢ Bchold, a fon
fhall be born unto thee, who fhall be a man of r¢f ;
and I will give hum reft from all hus enemies round a-
bout : For bis name fhall be Solomon, and I will give
peace and quietnefs unto Irael, 1n his days.” It ap-
pears, from this predi€lion, that Solomon was only the
in{trument, in the hand of God, of promoting the
peace and: profperity of his people. And taking our
text in this conncéion, 1t nz;turally fuggefts this gene-
ral obferyation :

It is God who beftows the gr cal bleffeng of national

jmacc.

~ To plaﬁc this fu‘ch& ina clear and proﬁtable l1ght,
| 1. Show
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1. Show that it is Ged, who betlows national peace::
And,

I1I. Show that national peace is a grcat national
blelhng.

I. Iam to fhow, that it is God, who befltows nation-
al peace.

This God claims as his pcculiar prerogative, ¢ 1
form the light, and create darknels : 7 matke peace,and
create evil. 1 the Lord do all thefe things.” Again
we read, “ The Lord fhitteth King forever. The Lord
wiil give ftrength unto his people ; the Lord wiil blefs
his people with peace” The voice of Scripture here
concurs with the voice of reafon. National peace is
one of the links in the great cham of providence,
and, of conlequence, comes under the divine direc-
tion. It belongs to God, to determine when, and
where, national peace fhall be enjoved. Andit is ea-
{y to fec how God can give this bleffing to diffcrent
nations, notwith{tancing their native pride and felfifh-
nefs. For,

1. God can make it the mutual interelt of neighbor-
ing and forcign nations to be at peace with cach oth-
er. This was the cale in the days of Solomon. By
the inftrumentality of David, God had delivered bis
pcople from their enemies, and put them in pofleflion
of all the iand, which he had promifed to give them.
This we are expreflsly told in the congext. % And Sol-
omon reigned over all the kingdoms, from the river uo-
to the land of the Philiftires, and unto the border of -
gypt.” The children of Ifrael bad gained as larpe a
serritory, and fecured as great advantages, as they had
: : any
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any grounds to expell, or evento defire.  And, onthe

other hand, their neighbors had no reafon to flattey
themfelves, that it would be for their interelt to at-
tack the people of God, in their prefent ftate of firength
and profperity. Al things, therefore, confpired with
the policy of Solomon, to cultvate national peace.
‘Tult fo God is able to unite the hearts of other na-
tions, by uniting their interefts. It has long been a
maxim in politics, that national interelt is the firft
principle of national policy. It is only for God,
therefore, to make it the mutual "intereft of different
nations to be at peace with each other, and they them-
felves will naturally {eek and promote this agreeable

objett. Belides,

2. God is able to govern the learts of nations,
and, in that way, difpofe them to mutual peace and
harmony. It was a proverb in Ifrael, ¥ The king’s
heart 1s in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of
water : He turnethit whitherfoever he will.” There
is a {upreme power In every nation; and the men,
who pollels that power, have the right of making
war, or peace. But the hearts of thofe very men
are in the hand of the Lord, who has a fupreme con-
trol over all their views and defigns. - God ftandeth
in the congregation of the mighty ; and while they
are deliberating upon the molt important ofall na-
tional concerns, he is able to turn their hearts, and
voices, and exertions, to national peace. * This pow-
er of difpofing the hearts of nations to peace, God
figually dilplayed, thrice every year, in his- {pecial
providence towards the natural enemies of his cholen

people,
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peoplé, ¢ Thrice' in the year fhall all your male
¢hildren appear before the Lord God, the God of
Hiael, For I will caft out the nations before theey
and enlarge thy borders : Neither fhall any man defire
thy land, when thou fhalt go up to appear before the
Lord thy God thrice in the year,” On thole great
occalions, God prelerved his people from the power
and depredation of their enemies, by aftually difpoi-

ing their hearts to peace. Indeed, national peace
mult always be alcribed to the mediate, or immediate

influence of the Deity, upon the hearts of men.
When any nation dwell fufely, every man under his
vine, and under his fig tree; they ought to confider
this public bleffing, as coming from the hand and
goodnelfs of God. 1 proceed to fhow,

- M. That national peace is a great national blcfiing.
So long as "Solomon had peace on all fides round
about him, it diffufed univerfal happmefs through his
widely extended kingdom. National peace is natu-
fally produttive of the greateft national profperity.
Thus will appear, if we confider a variety of particulars.
1. National peace naturally tends to increale the
aumbers of a people. It;was promifed to Abraham
as a great blefling, that his feed fhould be extremely
NUMETous, This blc[ﬁng is diminifhed by war, but
promoted by peace. The feed of Abraham, at cer-
tain {eafons, were minifhed and brought low, by war,
and its natural attendants. But, in times of peace,
t’hev rapidly increaled again. And, perhaps, they
‘pever increafed with greater rapidity, than in the long
and peaceful reign of Solomon. Accordingly, we
| are
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are told, In our context, that « Judah and Ifrael were
'}na:?gf, as the fand which 1s by the fea in multitude.”
National peace preferved them from the {word and
peftilence, which commonly:go hand in hand, and
make dread{ul havoc of the lives of men. It isal- -
mofl incredible how falt a'people will increale in num-
bers, while they are free from public and walting ca-
famitics. And the increale of numbers not only adds
{o the happinels of a people, but to the glory of their:
government. 5o Solomon thought, and fo he faid.
“ In the multitude of people is the king’s honor : But
Imn the want of people i is the deftruction of the prince.”
How valuable is national peace, which preferves the
lives of millions, and adds mllhons to the numbers of
a nation ! S

2. National peace dire@ly tends to promote nation.
al wealth., ‘Wealth is a temporal favor to nations, as
well as t6 individuoals, though it be often perverted
and abufed by both. Solomon fays, © The blefling
of the Lord maketh fich, and he addeth no forrow
with it.” Peace is the parent of wealth, For peace
prdniotcs indufiry, indaftry promotes commerce, and
commerce promotes the wealth of any nation. The
national peace, in the reign of Solomon, promoted
a very extenlive and lucrative commerce, which
madc both the prince and the people immenfely rich.
This the pen of. infpiration has recorded, for the n-
firaQtion of all future ages. ¢ Now the wecight of
oold that came to Solomon in one year was fix hun-
dred three fcore and fix talents, befide that he had

of the merchant men, and of the traffic of the fpice
merchantsy
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merchants, and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the
governors of the country. The king had at {ea a na-
vy of Tharfhifh, with the navy of Hiram. Once in
three years came the navy of Tharfhifh, bringing gold,
and filver, ivory, apes, and peacocks. So Solomon
exceeded all-the kings of the earth for riches, And
the king made f{ilver to be in Jerufalem as ftones, and
cedar made he to be as the {ycamore trees that are
in the vale for abundance.” While a nation enjoys
the blefling of peace, its individuals are at full liberty
to cultivate the earth, and purflue every lucrative call-

ing. Peace, likewife, opens the ports of numerous
nations, and gives them a fair opportunity of exchang-

ing the fruits of their own induftry, for the wealth of
the world. |

3. National peace has a happy influence upon eve- -
ry branch of human &nowledge. Leifure and learning
-go together, While any people are free from the
terrors and diftrefles of war, and are increafing in num-
bers and wealth, they have time and opportunity for
turning thelr attention to mental improvements. The
long and uninterrupted peace, which Solomon enjoy-
ed, was the happy occafion of the aftonithing advan-
ces, which he made, in the various branches of [ci-
ence. - He was no lefs celebrated for his knowledge,
than for his wealth and magnificence, We are told,
“in the context, that * Selomon’s wifdom excelled. the
wildom of all the children of the-eaft country, and all
thewifdom of Egypt. For be was wifer than all menr;
than Ethanthe Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol,and
Darda, the {ons ‘Mahol : And his fame was in:-all

- B ~ countries
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countries round about.  And he fpake three thoufand
- proverbs : And his fongs were athoufand and five,
And he {pake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in

Lebanon, even unto the hyflop that fpringeth out of
the wall : And he {pake alfo of beafts, and of fowls,
- and of creeping things, and of fithes.” The peace and
profperity of his kingdom, gave Solomon a happy op-
portunity of purluing his own ftudies, and of encour-
aging the {ons of {cicnce, to diffufc ufeful knowledge
through' every part of his extenflive dominions.
Learning never flourifhed, but under the united in-

{luence of wealth and power. The Greeks and Ro-
mans became rich and powerful, before they had ei-
‘ther leifure, or inclination, to turn their . attention to
the uleful and liberal arts.  But, after their conquefis

-had put them in pofleffion of wealth and peace, they
carricd agriculture, manufattures, commerce, archi-
teCture, poetry, fculpture, and painting,. to a furpnil-
ing degree of perfeftion: . National peace has always
had a tendency to promote national knowledge. The
nobleft works of genius; in the moft refined nations
of Europe, have béen brought forthy not in'the din
of arms, but under the calm and aufpicious influence
of public peace. - Hence, the hiftory of ages aflures
us, that the friends of fcience have commonly been
the enemies of war.. ~ .. -

4. National peace atfords a favorable- opportunity
for forming public defigns and performing public
works. Every: rifing nation find;that, in order to be
happy as well as refpeftable, -théy muft build cities,
erett churches, endow colleges, open . canals, make

| X - bridges,
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bridges, repair highways, remove public num,
and perform many other expenfive works of general
utility.  To promote {uch national objefls was highly
reputable among the Romans, 1n the zenith of their
profperity.  Pliny congratulates one of his friends
upon being appointed a {urveyor of the highways ;
an office, to which even he, and Cezlar himfelf, had
been promoted. It is only when nations are fetticd
in peace, that they can form and execute public de-
figns.  One principal end, which God had in' view,
in giving peace to Ifracl, in the reign of Solomon,
was to afford them leifure to build the Temple, and
to perform other great and uleful works, which fhould.
raife their dignity and glory in the fight of fuiround-
ing nations, and in the view of future'ages.” % And
David faid, Solomon my fon is young and tender, and.
the houle that is to be builded for the Lord mult be
exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory throughout:
all countries. Then he called for Solomon his fon,
and charged him to build an houle for the Lord God
of I{rael. And David faid to Solomon, My fon, as
for me, it was in my mind to build an houfe unto the
name of the Lord my God: But the word ol the
Lord came to me, faying, Thou haft fhed blood a-
bundantly, and halt made great wars : Thou fhalt not
build an houfe unto my name, becaufe thou haft thed
much blood upon the carth in my fight. Bebold, a
fon fhall be born unto thee, who fhall be a man of
reft ; and I will give him reft from all his enemies
round about : For his name fhall be: Solomon, and I

will give peace and quictnefs unto Ifrael:jn'his days.
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He fhall build an boufe for my name.” The Tem:
ple, which Solomon built, was the moft rich and
magnificent ftrulure, that ever was raifed by the
hand of man. It was feven years in building ; it
daily employed above an hundred thoufand work-
men ; -and there was more gold' and filver expend-
ed in adorning it, than is now in circulation in all
the nations of Europe. And, after he had fimih-
ed this great work, he fiill went on to build cities
and palaces ; and to make Jerulalem, the {eat of
his kingdom, the metropolis of' the world. Such
vaft and important defigns were accomplithed, :in
the long and peaceful reign of Solomon., And
when any nation enjoy peace on all fides round
about..them, they have the faireR opportunity of
forming' and of executing defigns of ‘public_utility
and mmportance. In this view, national peace is
bighly.conducive to the general good of every civil
community. |

5. It 1s the dire@ tendency of national peace to
- promote perfonal as well as public profperity.. There
is no other national blefling fo extenfive in its kindly
influence, It pervades every part of a-nation, and
yields a peculiar pleafure to high and low,. rich and
poor, young and old. It looks, with a mild and
cheering afpefl, upon every individual, and.increales
every other public and private blefling, In the
peaceful reign of Solomon, all his fubjeé@s appeared
to be in a: flate of real happinefs and felf enjoyment.
This is exprefsly mentioned as  the fruit. of national
peace. ¢ Judah and lfrael were many, as the fand
. which
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which is by the {ea1n mulutude, eating, and d}‘im
and making merry.” Thelc expreffions cannot mean
carnal mirth and levity ; but that ferenity and cheerful .
ncls of mind, which God required his people to feelan d
exprefls, in a flate of outward profperity. Unive r-
fal peace diftules univerfal joy through any coin-
munity. While they dwell fafeiy, and fit uncler
their vines and fig trees, none being able to mi ke
them afraid, they enjoy a train of pleafing ref'iec-
tions. The idea of falety, with refpeft to 'our-
felves, our friends, and our country, is not only
agreeable in its own nature ; but it alfo gives a high
relith to every other earthly enjoyment. H appy
is that people that i1s in {fuch a cafe ; that thiare 1s
no breaking in, nor going out ;-and no com]';)la ining
in the fireeis. This was the cale of Ifrael i n the
peaceful reign of Solomon. And this is the cale
of any nation, who enjoy the bleffing of uni verful
peace. 1 may add, |

6. National peace is very friendly to the in terells
of religion. During the peaceful reign of So! omon,
religion greatly {lourifhed. As foon as he w 25 fint
upon the throne, he invited the people to g v wiih
him to Gibeon, where he offered facrifices, a nd call-
ed upon God for wildom, to enable him to d i{charge
the weighty duties, which fhould devolve uj yon hiwm,
in the courfe of his reign. s prayer was gracioul-
ly heard and abundanty anlwered. Whei 1 he had
finifhed the Temple, he conlecrated 1t to t pe fervice
of the Deity, with great {olemony and devotios,
whichmet the approbation of Heaven, Nor didhe ftop

here
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bere; but, by his example and authority, promoted
the regular and folenm worthip of God in his houfe.
 Then Solomon oftered burnt offerings unto the-
Lord on the altar of the Lord, which he had built
before the porch, even after a certain rate every day,
olfering according to the commandment of Mofes, on
the fabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the {ol-
emn fealts, three times in a year, even in the fealt of
unleavened bread, and in the feaflt of weeks, and in
the feall of tabernacles. And heappointed, according
totheorderof David his father,the courfes of the priefts
to their fervice,and the Levites to their charges, topraife
and minifler before the priefls, as the duty of every day
required.  And they departed not from the command-
ment of the king unto the priefts and Levites, concern-
ing any matter,”  Such was the bappy influence of na-
tional peace upon religion, in Solomon’s reign.  And
it had the {fame effeft in the reigns of other pious and-
pacific princes. All the revivals of religion, which
we have an account of in the fucceeding reigns, were
in times of national peace. OFf Afa we are told,
< In his days the Jand was quiet ten years. And Afa
did that which was good and right in the eyes of the
Lord his God. For he took away the altars of the
firange gods, and the bigh places, and brake down
the images, and cut down the groves, and command-
cd Judah to feek the Lord God of their fathers, and
to do the law and commandment.” His fon Jeholh-
aphat was a great reformer, and promoted the caule
of religion, in a time of peace. Accordingly 1t is
faid,  The fear of the Lord fell upon all the king-

doms
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doms of the lands that were round about Judah, fo
that they made no war agamfi Jehofhaphat” There

was another revival of religion in Hezekiah’s peace-
ful reign. And another after that, in the peaceful
reign of Jofah, - Indeed, public peace and true relig-
ion have always promoted each other. It is the nat-
ural tendency of peace in any nation, who enjoy di-
vine revelation, to promote the intereft of religion. |
- And in this view elpecially, the reign of Solomon is
reprelented, by the Plalmift, as a type of the future
fpread of religion, and prolperity of the Church, un-
der the reign of the FPrince of peace. ¢ In his days
fhall the righteous {lourith ; and abundance of peacc
{o long as the moon endureth. He fhall have do-
minion allo from {ea to {ea, and from the river un-
to the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the
wildernefs {hall bow belfore him : and his enemies
fhall lick the duft. The kings of Tarlhith and of
the Ifles_fhall bring prefents ; the kings of Sheba
and Scba fhall offer gifts. Yea, all kings fhail fall
- down before him : All nations fhall ferve him.” As
{foon as univerfal peace fhall reign, and men fhali
" beat their fwords into ploughihares and their {pears
into pruning hooks, this glorious prediftion fhall
be fully accomphithed, Qur Savior was born in
~a time of peace, and he fhall reign in a time of
peace. - The peace of nations always has been, and
always will be, Ighly favorable to the caufe of re-
ligion. - In a word, national peacc ferves to pro-

mote every national Interefty, and 1s the greateft of
all national bleflings,

IMPROVEMENT.
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IMPROVEMENT.

1. 1T peace be the greatelt national blefling, then
war is the greateft national calamity., War and peace
are diametrically oppolite to each other, in their na-
ture and tendency. War tends to deftroy all that
profperity, which peace tends to produce. War di-
minifhes the numbers and walfles the wealth of nations.
War obfiruls the progrels of {cience, and deftroys
"the works of ages. War corrupts the hearts and lives
of men, and wounds the interefts of religion and mo-
rality. War fpreads a general gloom over the beau-
tiful face of nature, difturbs the peace and deftroys
the hopes of families, and pierces the bofoms of old
and young with the keenelt anguith and diftrefs. It
is impoffible to paint the horrors of war, and all its
attendant miferies. It will appear in its truelt light
in contraft with the bleflings of peace. And to view
it in this dreadful light, we need only turn our eycs
to Furope. It has there {pilt the blood of millions.
It has there trampled upon all laws, human and dI-
vine. It has there laid walte the labors and wildom
ofages. Ithas there fpread ignorance, inhdelity, vice,
and milery, through a large portion of the globe.
In a word, war is the calamity of calamities, and the
greatelt of all natural and national cvils.

2. If peace be the arcateft of national bleffings,

then it is the wifdem of thofe, who pollels the fu.

preme power in any nation, to promote and maintain

this defirable and important objett.. " Solomon was
N the
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the greateft and wilelt prince;. that éver fwﬁa
royal fceptre. He was wiler than all men, The
greateft princes admired bis wifdom, and placed
themfelves as pupils at his feet. And this wifeft of
men and of princes was a prince of peace, He had
a jult fenfe of the importance of faving bis people

from the evils of war, and of turning their attention
and exertions to the arts of peace. And through 4
long reign of forty years, he maintained peace on all
fides round about him, and raifed his kingdom to the
firlt rank among the kingdoms of men, This is a no-
ble example, which it is not beneath the greateft prin-
ces and potentates of the earth to imitate. There is
nothing of fo much impottance as war, that is com:
monly undertaken with fo little coolnefs ‘and pru-
dence. It is much more frequently the refult of fol-
ly, than the froit of wifdom. From whence come
wars and fightings ? Do they not too often come from
the bitterelt pallions of human nature ? It highly con-
cerns thofe, who hold the reins of ‘government, and
carry in their hands the lives and interefis of their
fubjells, to take good. advice, before they make war.
This was Solomon’s counfel, and Solomon’s conduét,
Near the ‘clofe of his reign, fome of his neighbors
gave him juft.grounds of oftence ; but he had more
wifdom, than to chaftife their infolence, at the ex-
penle of the peace and profperity. of his own king-

dom. |
g. Ifit be the natural tendency of national peace
to promote national profperity ; then it is the wildom
of a people to do all in their power, to retain this
C invaluable
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Mable blefling, A profperous people are very
prone to forgét the fource of their profperity, and to
become extremely {tupid, avaricious, and revenge-
ful. Thefe are the paffions, which naturally enkindle
the fpirit of war. And when the {pirit of war has inflam-
ed and infatuated the minds of'a people, they are deafto
the voice of reafon, and blind to the motives of interett.
While they feel the powerful impulfe of malignant paf-
{ions, they would much rather facrifice their own inter-
eft and happinefs, than fail to pour their vengeance on
the head of their enemies. How often have all the pow-
ers engaged in war, been heartily forry, before they
finifhed 1t, that they forfook the way of peace, and
fpread their paths with mifery and deftrution ! Af-
ter the flame of war has once broken out, it is ex-
tremely dificult to reftrain its fury, until it has great-
Iy weakened, diminifhed, and exhaufted all the par-
ties concerned,  No people can fuffer the fpirit of
war to [eize their breafts, without expofing themielves
to the folly and danger of adopting rath and precip-
itate meafures, which they will always bave reafon to
regret. 1t is, therefore, the wildom of any nation,
who enjoy the blefling of peace, to cultivate a cool
and pacific {pirit ; and, if poffible, to avoid the hor.
rors and calamities of war. The beginning of pub-
lic as well as of private firife, is as when one letteth
out water ; therefore, let us, in this land of peace, leave
off wars and fightings before they are meddled with.

4. Welearn, from what has been faid, that we arc
under peculiar obligations to God, for the beftow-

ment and continuance of our national peace. For
thirteen
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<hirteen years paft, we have dwelt falely, fitting undex
our vines and fig trees, none being able to make us
afraid, Before this peaceful period commenced, we
were engaged in a long and bloody conteft with Brit-
ain, And though we eftablifhed our independence,
and took a rank among the nations of the earth ; yet,
at the clofe of the war, we found ourlelves in a mil-
erable ftate of poverty, anarchy, and depreffion.
But the happy return of peace {oon revived our
hopes, enlarged our views, and awakened our atten-
tion to the national interell. Particular States re-
viewed and revifed their particular forms of govern-
ment, This wife and prudent ‘meaflure naturally led
them to devile and adopt another, of fhll greater im-
portance ; which was, to frame a federal conftitution,
that {hould give thém a national capacity, and fecure
their national interefts. And as {oon as this new and
excellent government was eftablifhed, it put a new
face upon all our public affairs. It fpread a {pirit of
induftry, and enterprifle, through all parts of the Un-
ion. And it is almolt incredible, what wonders we
have wrought, by our united and vigorous exertions.
How many new plantations have we made! How
many cities have we founded ! How many large and
coftly bridges have we conftrufled ! How many ufe-
ful and expenflive canals have we opened! How many
manufaGories have we fetup ! How many well _reg-ulzit—
ed {chemes of commerce have we devifed and adopt-
ed ! How mahy colleges and {eminaries of learning
have we erefted ! How many public libraries have
we colleGted ! And how many men of {cience have

wE.
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we railed up and qualified for public ufefulnefs ! Nox
have we altogether negletted the great interefts of re-

ligion, For, while we have been increafing in num.
bers, we have been extending our feftlements over
valt tralls of our new acquired territory, where we
have carried the golpel, planted new churches, and
{upplied many of them, with able and faithful Paftors.
Ever fince the ravages of war have ceafed, and the
blefling of peace has come upon us, we have rapidly
increafed in numbers, in wealth, in knowledge, and
in every thing, which is really canducive to national
profperity, -

And now all this 15 ulimately owing to the Su-
preme Gavernor of the univerfe, who has been pleal-
ed to blefs our nation with peace. We have more
than once been threatened with internal convulfions
and foreign invalions. But, through the blefing of
God upon the wile, prudent, and pacific meafures of
our Political Father, we have happily maintained
peace on all fides round about us ; while other na-
tions have been groaning under the complicated mif-
eries of war.  'We ftand furrounded and diftinguith-

ed, by. the bleflings of heaven. God has crowned
the clofing year, with his goodnels ; and plentifully
fupplied us, with the bounties of his providence,
We are become numerous, as the fand which is by
the {ea in multitude. A pleafing profpeét lies before
us. - We {ee our friends, our neighbors, and.our
countrymen, eating, and drinking, and making mer-
ry.. The voice of peace,: of health, and of plenty,
is heard from Dan even to Beerfheba, from one end

of



21
of our land to the other. Never, perhaps, lm
more occafion of gratitude to our fovereign and kind
Benefattor, than on this prefent aufpicious anniver-
fary. We have abundant reafon to call upon our
{ouls and all that is within us, to blels and praife the
Lord, for all his goodnels and wonderful works to our
peaceful and profperous nation.  And here two very
ferious and weighty conliderations naturally occur,
to prefs upon our minds the duty of gratitude for our

national peace.

Firft, If we are ungrateful for this diftinguifhing
favor of God, we fhall jullly provoke him to deftroy
our prolperity, and chaltife our ingratitude, by the
hand of our enemies. This was the method which
he took to punifh his own peculiar people, for mur-
muring and complaining under the happy and peace-
ful reign of Solomon. As foon as that great, and
wile, and prudent prince was laid in his tomb, the
ftate of his kingdom was fuddenly and totally chang-
ed. The horrors of war fucceeded the bleflings of

" peace. The infatuated people placed Jeroboam the
{fon of Nebat upon the throne of Ifrael, who corrupt-
ed and divided the nation, and finally involved them
in the molt unnatural and bloody war, that they, or any

other people, ever experienced. In one day, and in
one battle, five hundred thoufand Ifraelites were flain

by the hands of their brethren. - In the fame fevere
and exemplary manner, God is able to punifh us,
if we are ungrateful for our national prolperity.
Though we are, this day, rejoicingin univerfal peace
and fecurity ; yet, before another fuch joyful anniver-

fary!
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fary returns, we may hear the noife of warriors, and.
behold the diftrefling hight of garments rolled in blood,
I would not, however, fuggeft, that there is a proba-
bility of fuch a fuddcn tranfition from peace to war.
But this we know to be true, there is a dark
cloud arifling, which {preads a gloom over all our
promifing profpells, The nations of Europe are in
arms ; and fome cof them wifh to difturb our peaceful
and profperous flate of neutrality, And fhould we
be unthankful to God for his diftinguifhing favors,
and delpife the hand of his juftice ; we may reafona-
bly expeft, that blood and violence will be the fruit
of our ingratitude and folly.

Befides, we ought to confider, in the fecond place,
that nothing but fincere gratitude to the Author of all
our mercics can {ecure us againft the deltruétive in-
fluence of national profperity. The bounties of Prov-.

idence naturally tend to deftroy an ungrateful people,
Pride, fulnels of bread, and abundance of idlenefs,

proved the ruin of the ungrateful inhabitants of Sod-
om and Gomorrah. National profperity gradually
brought on the declenfion and overthrow of the mofk
renowned nations of antiguity, And before God had
put his people in pofleflion of the land of promile,
he folemnly cautioned them againft the dangers of
peace and profperity. € Beware let when thou haft
eaten and art full, and haft built goodly houles and
dwelt therein ; and when thy herds and thy flocks
multiply, and thy filver and thy gold is multiplied,
and all that thou hal is multiplied ; then thine

heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy
| God,
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God, and fay in thine heart, My power, and the might
of mine hand, hath gotten me this wealth, Ifthou do.at
all forget the Lord thy God, 1 teflify againft you this
day, that ye ihall furely perifh.” But notwithftand-
ing this fealonable and folemn admonition to grati-
tude, the peace and profperity of Ifrael, from time to
time, corrupted their morals, deftroyed their relig-
ion, and expoled them to the fevereft marks of the di-
vine difpleafure, Human nature is ftill the fame ; and
national power and wealth may have the fame fatal
influence upon us, that they have had upon other na-
tions of the earth. Lect us therefore maintain a deep
and habitual fenfe of the great and diflinguifhing
goodnels of God towards our rifing and flourifhing
republic, that it may be a lengthening out of our pub-
lic peace and tranquillity, May thele ferious and in-
terefting motives to gratitude deeply affelt all our =~
hearts, and excite us to give unto God, the glory,
which 1s due to his name, for our national profperity.

A MEN.
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