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THANKSGIVING SERMON. _

LEr THEM SACRIFICE THE SACRIFICES OF TIIANKS-
GIVING, AND DECLARE HIS WORKS WITH RE-
¥07CING. ’

"T'HE Pfalms of David are calculated
to afford the moft pleafing cntertainment to the
lerious mind. The pious author breathes fuch a
{pirit of elevated devotion, as can {carcely fail, ufe-
fully, to imprefs thofe who attentively examine
his writings. This good man, by the providence
of God, was called to pafs through varying {cenes.
[Tealth and ficknefs, joy and forrow, profperity
and adverfity, he alternately experienced.  Not
only were outward {cenes fhifting with him, but
the ftate and cxcrcifes of his mind were various.
domecetimes, ¢ the comforts of God delightcd bis Joul.””
He cnjoyed all thofe divine confolations, which
our holy rcligion imparts. At other times, he

was in a flate of darknefs and depreflion.  1hs
partcunlar
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particular feehngs and exera{es of md at thofc
different feafons, gave Tife to 2 'humber -ef lu;
Pfalms. Every chnﬂ:lan, tﬁéregbrc, iy all the Vi
ciffitudes of human life,  will find fome part of
David’s writings adapted to his own circumftan.
ces. Are health and profperity your happy lot,
or are you in trouble and adverfity r Do you la.
ment the want of fervent piety, or do you feel the
exercife of ardent Tove ? ‘In the writings of holy
David you may find meditations {uited to either
ftate. o I

Ifinvited to join in the pleafantt duty of thankf.
giving, we can hardly follow him 1in this part of
devotlon without receiving fome ufeful impref-
fions. Sacrzd hiftory does not prefent us' any
character, except the Savior who appears to have
been fo deeply imprefled with the goodnels of God.
How often was he engaged, in the duty of thanki-
giving ? In what 2 fecling manner does “he. re
count divine mercles ¢ VVlth what warmth of
gratitude does he render praife’? While he had
the moft admiring views of dlwne goodnefs, and
his heart was under the influence. of -the moft
grateful fentiments, he. would lead: othﬁrs to
the fame views, and imprefs them: w:lth the fame
fentiments. This appears to have been the deﬁgu
of the pfalm, from which ;he‘tegt 1S tak:n. - That
he might, in the moft fuccefsful m&nner; ‘exmte
love and awaken gratitude, he recapnulates.ﬁome
of the manifold providences of God:-. While em-

pioyed in the review of i.pglij'tﬁbeneﬁt_s_,.y thgmqrqes
of
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ofhca'g'en appeared {o numeroys: and: great, . as
filled his heart-with Jove and. thankfuloefs, and he
gives vent to thepions feclings -of his foul in the
followingdanguage. “ O give thanks untu the Lord,
for be 13 good. : for his mercy endureth forever.’’ . tav-
ing enumerated many of the kind :;providences of
God, he clofes the defcription, with an:animated
and devout afpiration: ¢ 04 that men-would praife the
Lord foi bis goodnefs, and for bis wonderful works to
the children of men'! Let them facrifice the facrifices of
thank(viving, and declare his works with rejoicing.’>
The prefent day being fet apart for the exprels

purpofe of commemorating the bleflings of heav- °
en in the paffing year, O that God would give us,
that devout fpirittand thankful heart, which holy
David poflefled. |

- That I may aflift you in your meditations this
day, I fhall -endeavor to defcribe the manner, in
which we may acceptably facrifice the facrifices of
thank{giving. Then propofc feveral confidera-
tions-as in¢entives to the duty. .Shail I be per-
mitted, . E |

" Firft, to defcribe the manner, in which weanay
acceptably jfacrifice the. facrifices of thanzfgiving.
- The form of expreflionin.the text is conforma-

ble to the Jewifh reiizion, and is ufed. with 2
manifeft allufion to their modé of worfhip. - Their
religion, you.are fenfible, confifted, in a confidera-
ble part, of ‘facrifices. .. For {in they muit bring
w fin offering. § for mercies the-thank- ofiering.
In the blood of beafts. God no longer taketh pleai-

| ure
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ure.." Thc worfhip under: the»gofpel is-purely
fpiritual. . Accommodatmg ‘the: language of " the
text to.the goipel, 1it. may imply, . ,

That, we -meditate on ‘the goodne{é of God.
Serious meditation has a happy tendency, to pre-
pare the heart for devotional exercifes. Innumer-
able are the bleflings; which we have received from
God. ¢ If I would declare and [peak of them,’’ {aid
the Pfalmift, ¢ 2bey are more, than can be numbered.
How many are the perfonalfavorsthown us? How
valuable arethebleflingswhichhave been conferred
on our families 7 Some can remember the bed of
ficknefs, from which they have been raifed’; oth-
ers kind prefervation, when in the moft imminent
danger. Irom the review of pait life, we per-
ccive that the goodnefs of God has ever followed
us. His favors have been ncw, every morning
and every night. "If with one hand He has af-
flicted, with the other ne has done us_ good. If
HE hath deprived us of {ome valuable comforts,
iE hath beftowed and continued others. . In the
midft of affli¢tion u#E has ever remembered mer-
cy, and when HE has correéted; it has been with
a father’s hand. Let it then be a part of the em-
ployment of this ddy, to refreth our minds. with
pait benefits. L ' .

It was the practice of Mofes, while leadér and
lawgiver to the Hebrews, .to recapitulate the
oreat cvents of Providence, to refrefh the :minds
of the people with the paft- wonders of. God’s
goodnels, in order to excite their gratitude, cn-

gage
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gage their confidence and fecure-their future obe-

dience. - How happily were fuch.means adapted
to produce thofe defired effeéts'?- When retracing
the paft-events of human life, can you point-
out the day, which has brought no favor from.
God, or mark the hour, or moment, when you

were not under growing obligations to heaven?.

If our: lives have been crowned with loving kind~
nefs and tender mercy ; if the ftream of divine.
coodnefs has never ceafed to flow ; then it muit.
be proper. that we fhould meditate on the pait

courfe of providence, which, through the blefling.
of God, will be an hopeful'means of preparmg us
to render the {acrifice of thank{giving.

That we may prefent an acceptable thank‘. ofter-
ing, we muft make mention of the loving kind-
nefs of the Lord. ¢ The works of God are to be
declared <with rejoicing.”” How pleafant wis this:
part of worfhip to the devout Plalmift ! 2 will.
blefs the Lord at all times : his praife [ball continually
be in my mowth. O magnify the Lord with me and-
let us exalt his name together. Serve thé Lord with:.
gladnefs : come befsre bis prefence with finging. ].Jzaw_ :
ye that the. Lord he is God, it is he that bath made us,
and not we ourfolves ; ave are bis peapf: and the fheep -
of his pafture. LEnter irto bis gates with fbmfrlf;@f’ﬂfﬂg :
and into his courts with praifé’; be thankful unio hHim
and blefs his name.”> Though therxe is little virtue®
in rendering praife to God with the lips, unleis thas
praife is:the incenfe of the heart; yet, praife ow--
ing from' a grateful heart, isvery-acceptable to him. ;-

B Which
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Which leads me to add, that a grateful bears
is neceflary to prefent an acceptable thank offer.
ing. We may meditate on paft mercies, we may
exprefs praifes with our lips, yet our offering not
be accepted of God. The thank offering muft be
prefented on the altar of the heart. A profperous
and fuccefsful train of events ever inipires us with
joy and gladnefs ; ftill we may be deftitute of

thofe grateful fentiments, without which no pro-
feflions of thankfulnefs will be accepted by heaven.
Muit not our minds receive a deep imprefiion
from the fevere reproof adminiftered by our Sav-
1or to the Jews? ¢ This people draweth nigh unts
e with their moutlh, and honoreth me with their lips :
but their heart is far from me.’  Our worlhip is a
mere Thew of religion, a vain pretence, a piece of
formality and ceremony, if our hearts be not en-
caged in the duties of devotion. It is the thank-
tul heart, which gives a value to the ofiering.
An inftruétive leflon we learn from the exam-
ple of Cain and Abel. < Cain brought of the frui
of the ground an offering unto the Lord. Abel brought
of the firfelings of his flock and the fat thereof.”> 'The
one was accepted, the other was rejected. Mult
this be imputed te the difference in the offerings,
or the temper of the offerers ¢ Was it not
< by faith, that Abel offered to God, a more acceptable
facrifice than Cain 2> Would it not be ufeful to re-
member, when we engage in worthip, that an om-
nifcient,omniprefent Beincis the witnefs and fpec-

tator of our condu&, who cannot be deceived
i | and
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and will-hiot be mocked ? Did we confider this,
how would. it folemnize our fpirits ? "And -haw
concérned thould we be, that the temper of our
minds be right 2. !

I fhall only obferve under thlS branch of our
fubjeét, that 2 good man - will be folicitous -that
‘he offers praife, in the manner which has been de-
fcribed. He approaches the altar with “{olemn
reverence. . He -looks up to the fountain, from
whence ftreams of :goodnefs have continually been
flowing. He remembers a.thoufand mercies, for
which hé. ought to be thankful. - To: him: it is
pleafurable to furvey the paft bleflings of his life,
and to purfue the courfe of divine providence to-
wards himfelf. His mind is employed in devout
meditations: - Fle is not the formal, but humble,
{incefe, and engaged wortfhipper.

I would now propofe fome confiderations, asin-
citements to the duty of thankfgiving.

Firft. The continuance of the gofpel is ablefling,
for which” we ought, efpecially, to be thankiul.
The efforts of mndehty have been unremitted to
deftroy Chriftianity. We are not generaﬂy' ap-
prized of the éxertions, which have been made,
(to ufe the language of one of its profefied adver-
faries,) ¢ to place religion i in' the back ground.”
The enemies of revelation ‘could not have been
more perfevering, had it been on¢ of the great-'
et curfes, ever infli¢ted on a nation.

The oppofition made to it, has been fyftemati-
cally purfued. * may’ be affirmed on unqueﬂnon-

able
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able anthority,*that a combination has.béenform.
ed among infidels:in: different nations, to fubvert
Chriftianity, . -There!is -1ittle reafon to doubt,
that perfons in our own country are engaged, in
the profecution of this {cheme. Frederic of Pruf.
fia and Voltaire of France were patrons of thisinfi.
del philofophy. This confederacy of infidels has
accomplithed their object in France. Their. phi-
lofophy, like latent poifon,had long been operat-
ing on the body politic:béfore the revolution. It
prepared the way for the:awful :explofion. = It
was this,which abolithed thefabbath,whichburned
the bible, which banifhed the clergy, which guil-
otined the monarch,"and riveted: .the chains of
flavery on the people. |
The excefles in France have not: been the refult
of the enthufiaim of the moment, but of princi-
ples long -eftablithed. They naturally .grew out
of that corrupt, demoralizing fyftem, -which had
been fpreading through the nation. The minds
of {fome, in every kingdom, have been contami-
nated
~Thanks be to God, only a part1a1 fuccefs has at-
tended their enterprifes in this country. We ftill
enjoy our holy religion. . The -wifeft and belt
men ‘¢ glory in the-crofs of Chrif2,”” and are not a-
fhamed to profefs their faith in, and look for {al-
vation through a crucified Savior. O may we

prize that {yftem, which is fupported by the beft
of

* Profeffor Robinfon’s Proofs of a Conlpiracy. Abbe Barruel’s Memoirs sf
]atobmlfm.
+ The-Bible was burned in the publis fquare at Havre,
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of evidence and holds up theronly  hope. to-the
guilty. Let us declare with rejpicing me_'goodg
nefs.of God, in dappointing the views'of thefe,
who would wreft-it {rom us. . “Though the :pre-
vailing infidel philofophy -has corrupted ‘dome:zn
this country, it has been the means of rendering
others, more open and decided friends-of religion.
Many, who were wavering, -have been. eftablrihed
in the belief of Chriftianity ; -and, from:witnefling
the-pernicious fruits of modern philcfophy, hawve
been led to: avoid it as a-mofk dangerous poifan.:

Let the  infidel reje&k revelation andiglory - in
his {uperior:difcernment ; -we will prize-that Sav-
ior, whom -God i his love hath provided. - Inhis
crofs will we glory, believing, that God through
him, 1s ¢ reconciling the worldto himfelf, not imputing
their trefpaffes untothem.”” “We are informedibyan
Apoftle, that “ the preaching of the crofs, is -fsoli/bnefs
to them that perifb ; that the wworld by wifdom knew not
God, yet that it pleafed God by ti2e fooliftnefs of preacb-
ing to_fave them that believe.” |

Secondly. 1 mention, as a motive to- gratltude,
the palt fruitful feafon. ‘We beli¢ve in the doc-
trine of a fuperintending Providence j ‘that the
feafons- are particularly ordered by that Bemg,
who decreed, that fummer and winter, feed time
and harveft, thould not ceafe. ‘Itisliterally true,
that < Paul may plant, Apollos water, but God muft
give the increafe-® The Pfalmift, beautifully de-
fcribes the goodnefs of God in refpeét to the feaf-
OR. ¢ Thou vifiteft the earil, and waterg/t it : thou

o  greatly
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greatly enricheft ity with the river of Gad;wobich is full
of water : thou prepareft.them. corn, when thou baft fo
provided for it. Thou watersf? the ridges therecf a.
bundantly : thou [ettleft the. furrows thereof-: -thoy
makeft it foft with fhowers, thou blefleft the [pringing
thercof. = T howcrownsf? the year with thy goodnefs, and
thy paths drop fatnefs.”> In reference to the feafon,
Providence has remarkably {miled on us, in this
part of the country. We were favored with the
carly and latter rain ; the fun afforded us his cheer-
ing influence, and the year has been crowned with
the goodnefs of God. We remember fome patt
feafons, when the rain has been-withheld ; others,
when blafts and mildews were fent, deftroying the
rveaper’s hope. The prefent year, we arec favored
with a rich fupply of the various produétions of
the earth. = And {hall we not blefs that kind Be-
ing, who has thus {miled on the work of our
hands, and filled our hearts with food and glad-

nefs °

T hirdly, The fuccefs which has attended our
navigation and fifheries, demand our grateful ac-

knowledgments. We, who are in the interior of
the country, are not generally fenfible of the im-
portance of thefe, to our national profperity.—
That a nation may be in the mott flourithing cir-
cumitances, it is neceflary, that fuccefs thould at-
tend the various purfuits of its inhabitants. A
large number of our citizens depend on the fifhe-
ries for fupport. They draw their fubfiftence and
__w'eal'gh_ from the ocean. When, therefore, they
| have
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have been profpered in this lawful purfait, it fur-
nifhes caule of thankf{giving to God, whofe blefx
fing muit accompany all human means, to render
them fuccefsful.

The ¢¢ merchant alfo, has profecuted his exten-
five trade, with profit and advantage.”” The moft
beneficial eflects, (under Providence,) have been
found to refult from our navy. Previoufly to this
eftablifhment, our commerce fuffered unlimited
fpoliations. The ocean was covered with pirates.
Such proteétion is now afforded, that the merchant
may purfue his lawful enterprifes, with tolerable
{fccurity. It has been aflerted, (and with a good
degree of probability) that the revenue which
would have arifen from captured property, to the
United States, would have been fufficient to e-
quip every veilel now in fervice ; and that our
navy has {faved more property than the whole ex-
penie of our naval armament.

A commercial nation, ought never to be with-
out the means, of protecting their trade. In no
inftance, has governmecnt difcovered more genu-
ine policy, than in the attention they have given
to this part of national detenfe. When the navy
eftablifhment was firft contemplated, it met vio-
lent oppofition ; but this oppofition was made by
thofe who have uniformly oppofed every mealure,
calculated to fecure the honor and attach import-
ance to the United States. | |

Have there not too often exifted in this country
2 kind of rivalfhip and jealoufy, between the agri-

- cultural
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cultur.l and the commercml parts of our citizeng?
They kave appeared-to imagine, that'they had dif.
ferent interefts. - -Has not the merchant wiflied to.
fec a large proportion of the public burden laid
upon the induftrious _farmer * And has not the
farmer, fearm -that he thould bear morc, than his
proportion, Iooked at the mercantile intereft with
a jealous eye, inconfiderately fuppofing, that an -
:1dv;.m:tagc would refult from its depreflion ?

This difcovers a felfith {pirit, as well as a
narrow policy. The faét i1s, both are mutual.
v dependent and of great importance to the prof-
Derity of the nation. It is the interelt of the
mecrcnant, that agriculture thould be cncouraged
for he needs the produce of the “field, to freight
for a forcign market.  Trade muit langulfh
with agriculture. It is the intereft of the hul-
bandman, that commerce thould be protected, for
if thisis defiroyed, his produce muft perith-on his
hands. Agriculture and commerce are the great
fources of wealth to a nation. When the adven-
turous merchant makes a profitable voyage, it not
only enriches the individual, but adds wealth to
the community.

Fonrthly. The general meafure of health, which
has been enjoyed, ougzht to be noticed with grat-
itude. The capital of the Union, with fome oth-
cr towns, have been "again vifited with a mortal
difcafe. It feems as though Providence defigned
the deftruétion of that fAourifhing, yet ill- fated

city.  While we 'cjO1CC, MY brcthrcn, that the
Llcfing
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bleling of -health has been fo gencrally enjoyed
by our fellow citizens, we of this focicty have pe-
culiar Teafon to weep and mourn with thofe towns,
which have been called to weep and mourn. *—
Though we have been exempted from that alarm-
ing. malady, which in fomc places has prevailed,
we have felt the rod of divine chaftifcnient. “W ith
the afflicted familics wé have {fympathized. But
we hdve reafon for thanktulnefs, that the mortal-
ity has been no greater.  Some, whom we had al.
moft numbered with the dead, through the good-
nefs of God, have been fpared to witnefs this day.
With whidt elevated devotion, with what ardent
love, with what thankfual heart, docs it hecome
fuch to unite; ¢ in declaring the works of the Lord
with rejoicing, and facrificing the facrifices of thanlk/-
siving !?* With propricty, may you adopt the
words of the Plalmift, < I fball not die, but live, and
declare the works of the Lord. The Lord bath chaf-
tzned mz fore : but ke bath nst given me over unto
dzazk?’ O may you imitate his pious refolution
....nd example. < Open 15 me the gates of rightesuf-
refy = I <will go ints them and praife the Lord. 1 will
srzifz thee, for thox balt beard me, and art becomie my

12leatten”

Fifrbly. We obferve, 2s what aalls for cur rejote-
inz on this day, the continuance of the Jife of our
Prefident. Certzialy we mu® conlider it, 2 fanile

¢
CHA

* Dutieng e nao® Govrrn nud srimssdeene weas gesnigel ae vt fame pucto o
Gl fadntty,, cdnngn @soneninnivati, pu. dtlostiong,. B gt o e wienky
e uiluh_‘:'t:'mlﬂf (1751 AU Vi FT L SARAI INTCR TN  TRET Y e antineer t ednend’ e ats
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of Providence.upon our country, thatin the pref.
ent crifis of our natlonal aﬁ'au‘s, fo emment 2 char.
alter is placed at t,he: ,head of our government.—
Our fituation for ‘years has been ¢ritical.. The
ftate of Europe ha__s _I_)_eeanuch, and our q_pnnec..
tion with Europ,qa.n_- powers, as-required, great
.p*ru‘dence, forefight, . judgment, modératiqn,-and
firmnefs, advantageouily to conduct the affairs of
State. The wifeft men mulf many times have
been in doubt, what was beft to be don-e. A man
of rathnefs might have ruined us ; a man,
not poflefled of the wifdom of the ferpent,
would have been duped and impofed on ; 2 man,
who was flexible, might have yielded the beft in-
terefts of his country. Providence has been kind
in giving us fuch a Prefident, in {uch aday. His
wildom and fagacity have enabled him to difcern
danger, when at a diftance. His moderation and
calmnefs have preferved him from rafh and pre-
cipitate meafures. His firmnefs and patriotifm,
from f{facrificing the honor and interefts of his
country. He hath faced dangers with refolution.
He hath encountered difficulties with a noble in-
trepidity. And viewing his nation, an independent

nation, he has looked indignantly on the interfer-
ence of a foreign power.

His adminiftration, alfo, has been highly pacific.
Peace he has fedulouily cultivated, with every na-
tion. AwmEericA did not aflume an hoftile atti-
tude, ¢ 4/l the cup of reconciliation was exhaufted to
the laft drop.”> The late arrangements for the ad-

| juitment
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ju{tlment of . difficulties with. France, (afteq, two
unfuccefsfulattempts,) demonftratively prove -his
fincere ‘withes for peace. - Itis to be fervently hop-
ed, that fuch proois of -a pacific adminiftration
may be the means, eventually, ‘of conciliating the
affections and confidence of thofe,. who have been -
difaffected. _,

Though: our- prefent adminiftration has been
{feverely: cenfured, yet the profpeét is flattering,
that - the final iflue of meafures will evince their
wifdom.and policy. That there have been no er-
rors' in adminiftration is not afirmed. No govern-
ment on earth is perfect. The day has been diff-.
cult. Prelcience belongs to God: alone. The of-
ficers of government cannot determine the certain:
confequences of public meafures.. But we are
bound to believe, . they: have been. influenced,.
by an honeft-aim to ferve us ; and the progrefs of
cvents has ferved to eftablith usin this belief.

Happy would it be for us, did we duly prize
our prefent enviable fituation. We are favored
with a conftitution of civil government, wife in
its-conftruction, adapted to the genius and habits:
of the people, adminiftered by men of our choice,
whofe intereft and happinefs are involved with our

own, in the fate of our country ; who have {a-
credly regarded the principles of thatconftitution,
which wasdefigned for a rule.to the governing and
to proteét the lives, the liberty, and property of the
governed ; who have manifeftly confulted the
honor, purfued the intereft, and aimed at the {up-
port
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port of the Independence of the country; whq
have afforded every poffible proteGion to com.
merce, and ftudied to favor the induftrious hufl
bandman ; who,{ofar from wifhing to fecrete their
proceedings from the publie eye, have courted in.-
veftigation ; in this government we have been ac.
cuftomed to repofe confidence, and hitherto have
found that our confidence has not been mifplaced.
Sixthly. With thankfulnefs and rejoicing we
fhould this day prefent our offering, for: being
preferved from thofe {cenes of mifery and blood,
which have been witneflfed in Europe.- The pref:
ent campaign, has been marked with carnage.
The fineft and moft beautiful countries have been
defolated and cities laid in ruins. What ravages
and deftruétion are made by war ? How diftrefl-
ing for thofe, who have lived, where the great the-
atre” of operation has been 7 Numerous armies
like the locufts in Egypt, fpread ruin wherever
they go. The innocent inhabitants have been o-
bliged to fly, leaving their dwellings and their
fields, to be plundered by a rude foldiery. We,
my brethren, never knew in this place and may
God grant that we never may know, the diftrefs
of having our fields and country thus laid wafte.
What caufe of thankfulnefs that whlle many na-
tions are expenencmg “the calamltles of war, we

here enjoy the fweets of liberty and peace.
I may further mention, as a motive to grati-
tude, that the progrefs of events in Europe has
been favorable to the intereft of our own coun-

try
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try. France, like Rome of old, had multjplied .
her victories and extended her conqueﬂ:s. XElat-

ed with uninterrupted fucceﬁes, other govern.
ments were treated with little ceremony or re-
{pcét. But fhe arofe to greatnefs, by treacherj'
and blood. Her boundlefs ambition has awaken-
ed other nafions to a fenfe of the1r danger and
produced a coalition, Wthh have already hum-
bled her pride. Though we W1{h to ree rhgr af—
piring nation, reduced to their former limits, we
do not with to fee it departmentized like Poland.

In the great political drama, now a&ing in ku-
rope, Great Britain has taken a confpicuous part.
For a confiderable time, fhe appeared to be the
only barrier againit the encroachments of revolu-
tionizing France. The eyes of all nations were
drawn toward this power. Her fuccefsful oppo-
fition to her enemy, have- produced confequences
highly auipicious to ojcher nations.

S5till we may be looking for great events, in the
Yuropean world. At thlS moment 1t prefents us
with the melancholy pl&ure of fallen 1epubhcs,
blood, and carnage. May ke, who ruleth among
the nations, caufe the preifent eveorful period, to
terminate in a {peedy, fafe, and happy peace.

France, making power, not juftice the rule
of her condudt, together with her hoftile threats
towards thefe States, has heretofore a.larmed us,
for our peace and fafety. We wmtneﬁ‘ed her am-
bition and treachery 3 we {faw other repubhcs fa]l-

ing by her intrigues, and we juftly feared, lielﬁ by
er



-

[ 22 3

her arts, accompanled by her powm, we fhould
be reduced to a ftate of vaffalage and dependence.
Shall we not reider unfeigned thanks to the great-
Difpofer of all-events, for prefervmcr us from cloil“
ing the mournful train of fallen States ¢
Let us love, our own country. Gratitude a-
mong individuals is an amiable and commendable
virtué. When a kind neighbor aflifts us, witha
manifeft view to oblige'and ferve us, we ought to
be grateful Individuals may be governed, by no-
ble and difinterefted motives ; nations never are.
t may be- queftioned, whether national gratitude
i3 ever ‘incumbent. Much has been faid, of the
debt of gratitude, we owed to France.” Hé is
oreatly miftaken and docs not duly confider fhe*
policy of nations, who imagines they affifted us
from any benevolence ot rcgard. They had ever
looked on the increa‘fing orcatnefs of England
with a jealous eye. That was improved as a fit
moment to maim a rival power. Their object
was not {fo much to give liberty to AMERICA, as
to reap advantage from the cxifting quarrel.” For
ali {fervices rendecred us, full compcnfatmn has
been made. No further debt is due. It argues
perfet weaknefs, to talk of the grﬁtitudc we owe
to France. Selfintereft invariably governs na-
tions. A benevolent neighbor, may be influen-
ced by the moft generous motives, but nations aré
always felfith. This being the governing princi-
ple, it removes the obligation to national grati-

tude.
'Thele
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Thofe, which have been enumerated, are.: fome
of the works, which ought on the prefent occa-
iion to be declared with rejoicing. Let us ex-
.prefs our joy, as becometh chriftians. - While we
fit at the feltive board, O may we raife our
hearts, in thankfulnes to the Giver of all good,
- And from our clofets may holy incenfe arife.

Having attempted to prefent to your view {fome
events, defigned as motives to gratitude; I am
led to notice a rebuke of Providence on this Com-
menwealth, (viz.) the death of our Governor.
In capacity of Chief Magiitrate, he prefided
with honor to himfelf and general {atisfaction.
Endued with talents {folid and uleful, which he
improved in the fervice of his country ; thefe
with his many virtues commanded refpect, engag-
ed confidence, rendered his life dear, his death
lamented, and his memory precious.

While in the view of pait mercles, we {ee great
caufe for thankfulnefs, it becomes us with the
deepeft penitence of foul to confefs our fins. In
attending to the courie of divine Providence, we
perceive that we have been a favored people ; by
attending to our own character, we perceive that
we are a finful people. The prevalence of vice
and infidelity, and the fpread of demoralizing .

principles, may lead us yet to fear for our proi-
perity and peace. How vifible and great has been

our degeneracy, within the compafs of our own
recolle€tion ! Heaven has multiplied its favors up-

©n us ; and in proportlon to the increafe of their
number
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| nutﬁb'é'i:"':aﬁd Preatnefs, hive We feemed to degen.
erate.” " When ferioufly attending to. the. moial
{ftaté'of bur countrjr,how haturally does the proph.
et I{iah’s defchpuon of Judah occur to the mind.

“ Abf Aful nation; & people laden with zmgwiy, a feed
cy" evil doers, cbzldren that are corrupters, tbey have
Jforfaken the Lordy “they have prawked the Holy Orie of
Ifrael to anger, théy are gone away backward.”’  God
has paffed before us in goodnefs and threatened

-us with tokens of his: dlfp’leafure, ‘¢ yet have ye not

returned 1o me, [aitn the Lord.
Let our thank{givings be accompanied .with

humble, fincere prayer, to the God and Father
of our Lord and Savior Jefus Chrift, that he would
plead the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, and
give efficacy to his gofpel. Should we witnels a
ceneral reformation of manners ; fhould we be-
hold vital piety and genuine religion revived, the
fecure finner awakened, and Zion Hourifhing,
then may we prophefy good concerning our land.
But fo long as vice in all its forms prevails, we
{hall have realon to fear, that if one threatened
calamity is prevented, another more aflictive may
be {ent. | |

Let -our thank{givings be accompanied with
penitent confeflions. And when we bring our
offerings for the bleflings of the year, may we look
in the exercife of faith, to < the lamb of God, which

taketh away the fin of the world.” 1.._1 T ?\



