"By the Lord Prete@or. w#es”
' A DECLARA TION of his Highnefs,

' ‘Setting apart Tuefday the 23. of this prefent. May fora leblique day of Thankigiving, for the Peace

concluded between this Commonwealth, and that of the United Provinces, and for the late feafonable Rain.

===, this hath been a Nation of bleffings in the mid{t whereof {o many wondets have been brought
A7 forth by the out-firetched arm of the Almighty, even toaftonifhment, and wonder,Whocan deny?
: ihy Ask we the Nations of this matter and they will teftify, and indeed the difpen{ations of the Lord
havebeen as if he had faid, England thou art my firft-born, my delight among{t the Nations, under
the whole Heavens the Lord hath rot dealt fo' with any of the people round about us. .
The Lord having added another Link to this golden Chain of his loving kindnefs by giving us
w3l 2 Peace with Our Neighbours the United Provinces, (whereby he hathnot only ftopped a great
i L Mo48)) ifue of blood, but We truft alfo.given us hearts to unite Our bloud and firength for the mutual
. defenceof each other )cals for great return of Thanks for the fame. ~ ;
1t is therefore thought fit to fet apart Tuefday, being the 23. of this prefent May, asaday for Praife, and for the Thankful
- Acknowledgement of this bleffing of Peace, which we hope hath inthe womb of it many other bleflings. '
And let us not farget our other Mercies, wasnot the Earth lately fo unnfually parcht up, that it threatned Famin, and did
..canfe the Beaft of the field to mourn for want of food, and water to {oftain it? And hath not theLord fo watered the Earth
~ thar hc hath turned thofe fears into the expectationdf the greateft plenty that ever was feen by any nowt living in this Nati:
~ " .on? Confider we alfo the way whereby the Lord imparted this mdlf to us, did any amongft us, foreknow it was coming,™
L wasitnot by flirring up our hearts to feck the fame by prayer, and that immediately before the Lord vouchfafed us this
_mercy ? And doth net this befpeak 2 - 1. That the manner of conveying this mercy is the beft part of themercy. ]
2. ThattheLord has not caft us off ; that his Spirit yet flrives with us, that he hath a-people of hislove amongftus, and
-~ Joves the Nation fo far as to provoke it to be in love with calling upon the Name of the Lord for better things than Comn _
and Wine. ’ ‘ . - ’
. That he knows beft how and when to anfwer the expetation of the Husbandman, and when to hear, even the mour-
ningof  thebrute Beaft, who will yet much more hear the defires of them that fear him, and that in the fitteft feafon.
\ . 4 That the Heavens having thusdeclared the glory of God, and the Earth anfwering thereunto in its fruitfulnefs, Why -
" fhould not we be melted and foftned, humbling our felves under thefe marvellous kindneffes, and abounding unte aﬁ
fruitfulnefs in every good word and work of love; And if every place hath been made partaker of his fhowres, Why fhould
“not we (laying afide our differences) be inlarged alfoeach to otherz - ‘

-\ 5. That feeing the Lord hath been thus univerfal in this Mercy, why fhould we not univerfally turn from the INational

" Tyils and vain Practices which yet are too fuperftitioufly and cuftomarily exercifed amongft us, which we need not repeat

" _kre, becaufe they are too wellgknown, and Wetruft will be remembred by thofe godly Minifters who fhall be called to
ie:ach unto the People upon this occafion? Conclude we with the words of David, Pfaln 107.7.
30. Then they are g ady becanfe they be utet, [0 he éringeth them unto their defired Haven. ‘ :

31. O that Men would praife the Loid for bis gaodneﬁ', and for bis wonderfull works 1o the Childrewof Men.
32. Let them exalt him alfo in the Congregation of the People, and praife bim inthe AfJembly of the Elders.
33. He turneth Rivers into a Wilderne(s, and the water-$prings into»d%y ground. : _
34. A fruitfull Land into barrenne[s, foi the wickedne[s of them that dwell in it. e
35. He turneth the Wilderne(s into a ftanding watei, and dry ground into Water-&prings. .
; J} 36. And there he maketh the bungry to dwall, that they may prepare a City for Habztation. ' '

-

37. And [ow the Fields, aud plant Vineyards, which may yeld fruits of increafe.

38. He bleffeth them alfo, [0 that they are multiplied greatly, and [uffereth not their Cattel todecreafe.
D that Men would praife the Lord for bis goodne(s, and for bis wonderfull works to the C bildren of Men.,
Jo- Given at White-ball this g9th. of May. 165 4. '
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