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'O THE

oﬁ Reverend Farder in GOD,

THOM AS

. LORD Arch-Bithop of

ANTERBURY

| My Lord,

W Humbly beg Your leave, (3o

W ey lozv Sphere, to Congratulate
Your Grace's Happinefs, and
"~ 2hat of our whole Nation, uporsz
IS MAJESTY s peaceable Po/ef
b2 of this Throne, and the great
)JEL.IVERANCE we have thereby re-
v d from our maff cimminent Dan-
brs, and juflly-grounded Fears of
OPERY - P hich, as i1z 15, and hath.
iways been, our wmofl Formidable
W [mplacable Enemy; an Enemy
A 2 tha




"The IJedication.

that is continually Jowing Tares a-
mong/l us, and is as restlefs as the
Devi/ to devour #s; fo [ hope, we
Dave now, by His prefent MAJESTY's
Advancement 1o the T hrone, and by
His promifing 1ssv e, obtaind [o
Jull, and complete a Viltory over
this, 2hat 72 will now disband all
225 truttlefs Malice agazinsi us ; and
7207 [0 much as attempt to Aftack us
ANy Mmore.

As the Hand of G O D bazh been
confpicuous iz this, as well as in our
many former Deliverances from i,
( and our Enemies them/felves might

fee, o they would but open 2herr
Eyes, bow «wifibly GO D's Hand is
against them) and, as it jiftly calls
Jor our due TuaNKs and PRAISE;
So [ humbly beg Your Grace's Favour
to accept of this Sermon, preachd
orz that Joyftul Day, oz which we
were enjoind ro return our Thanks
o GOD for zhe fame, ar 1hs
Place, (2o which I was calld jfrom g

o | - 4



T he 13 edlcatqon

ke Cure uﬂder Taz(r GR ACE) Asd:
T estimony . of the “Debt 1:have long,.
owed, and not yet dckﬁawledged 70

Vo

| o dnd 7 hope the. p{edf g, ?%m/'
-; peﬁ of the ﬁrm Stabzlzi onty CHURCH
15 (ke 2o recerve by z*Z?z.s'_, will [o [r-
[piret and Reviye Jouy, L,ORDSHIP,

) (@5 zndeed i doth a?Z Thofe wbho
Lare the true Lovers of it) that it
b will renew Your Strengih like 2he
L Bagles, and prove a means of add-
| ing many Jears more, 2o o valnable
la Life : Whereby his MaAJESTY'S

;', Acceflion will prove a doukle BZE/
/ing 2o us - Or when 1t fball pleaje.
GOD (in His cMercy ro You, bukii
wot to Us) 2o Tranflate Jou 2o «
higher Orb, (the only One higher You
are capab/e of ) You will then depart
in Peace; Your Eypes having feen the
Salvation of GOD #o0 this CHURCH,

! may add, in a greater Peace, than
Yot cauld have done, had Your [up-

porteng Hand been withdrawn {ronz
the




The Dedication.

the Ark of GO D, when it was in
ihe greatest Dz,mger s thatr GOD
would add to Your left Hand Blef-
fings, Riches and Honour ; z5ofe of
Zzbhe right Hand, length of Days A
zhe hearty Prqyer of Your Grace'’s

Moft Obligd,
Putiful, and

Humble Servant,

Painfwick,
Jan.24. 171%

JorN DoWwWNES.
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2+ CHRoN. IX. 8.

- Bleffed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in
thee, to [et thee on his Throne to be King for the..

. Lordthy God ; becaufe thy God loved Iirael, to

" efpablifb them for ever, therefore made be thee
King over them, to do Judgment and Fuftice.

: HESE words are recorded in this
place of Scripture, as {poken to us by
' the Queen of Sheba: Who, having
i heard of the great Fame of Solomor,
'L;came, even from the uttermoft Parts of the
| Farth, 2o [ec and to prove by hard Queftions,
Fwhether he was really {fo famous a King(as {he
thad heard he was) or whether Fame had not
Ldrawn his Charalter (as it often does, efpeci-
ally things at fo great a diftance) with too fa-
bvourable a Hand. | a |
t  And when fhe had her felf try’d bis prodi-
ioiousWifdom,and feen and view?’d his aftonifh-
boe Magaificence, and sn all things his unparal-
lc'd Glory, asrtoo great and llulirious Objelts,
are apt to dazle and contound our Senfes, and
cven to exhaull our Spirirs, fo did thefe affe&t
er ; for ’iis {aid thar upon her great Admira-
onef thele, there was no mere Spirit 1n her;
fre admirc’d them {o far, t1ll {he loft her felf.
Bur having recovered her {elf frem this
vicaling deliquinme, and recollelted her Spirits,
nd thereby her Yoice again; fhe freely owns
* * | o
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8 A Thankigivihg-Sermon
to the King himlielf, that even Fame, (hoy
apt focver it be to exceed) was very fhort anf
deficient in its relations of him, that it ha
not done him -Juftice in the Reprefentations j
had made of - his ‘gréar -Glory, and that thd
fhe had heard a: veéry Jarge report of his A,
and of his Wifdom in ber gwn.lind, v. §. th
one half of -the greatnefs of his Wifdom was
not told her ; he did {0 wuch exceed the Fame
which (be had heard. v, 6. N -

- And having declar’d the great happinefs off
thofe who were but evenl Minilters and At
tendants on hinmy; ds o. 7. Happy are thy Men)}
and Happy are thefe thy Sérvants, which ffand con
tinnally before thee, and hedr thy IVifdom, (which§
{he her {elf could even wifh to do, notwith-g
ftanding, fhe was a Que€en, and very probably§
would have doneit, if the Affairs of her King-E
dom would have given her leave) And havingjg
made hirn the richelt Prefents, viz. Many ts@8
lents of Gold, great abundance of Spices, and pre-§
cions Stonesy (Prefents which even Solomor 1§
all his Glory need not difdain to accept) {hejg
leaves with him thefe Words (which as coming |§
from the Mouth of a Heathern) were more va-§
luable, and to be admired, than all the refl. |§
Ble(led be the Lord, &c. For in thefe you fce, §
that (as little knowledge of God and his re-@
veal’d Will as fhe had) fhe yet acknowledgesa 8
God, owns his Hand in fetting up a King, telis §
us for what reafon it is that God fets up a good |
King, and what kind Ends he hath 1ndoing &
this, and proceeds fo far as even to declare, that

the {etting up of a good King 1s a matter iqf I
0
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(o great Happinefs to a People, that they ought
o Blefs and to Praife God for this.

So far proceeds the Queen of Sheba: All

8ihele Points (having learn’d them from the

Blicht of Nature) fhe Preaches to a Solomon, and
ithe People of God.

And if fo, ought not we Chriftians, ¢we

§more efpecially of this Nation) who are taught
hthefe things by a greater light; to own the
fiPower of God in fetting up Kings (not only in
EGeneral ) but to own his good Providenee to us
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4in Particular, in fetting over us our Prefent

KIN G? and fince we have the greateft Rea-
fon to think, that God hath fet Him over us,

R becanfe be delighted in him, to be a King for him,
tand alfo becaufe he loved »s, 20 effablift s for
tever, and to do Fudgment and Fuftice among us,

(for it is a fure Token of his Love to a People,

to fet over them a Wile, a Good, a Judicious,
‘and a Juft King) ought not We therefore of this

' Nation to blefs God for this ? We are moft cer-

r
4

F
|

itainlyh oblig’d by. the kindeft Tyes to doit; and

if we neglect or refufe todo it, we have reafon,
to conclude (for 1t is what our Saviour hath
declared to us, in a much hike cafe) 2hat zhe

Queen of the Sonth will rife np in Judgment with

this Generation, axd condemn it 10O.

That you may therefore duly perform the
Duty required of you, more particularly on
this happy Day, 7.e. blefs God for his Mercy
and Favour, in fetting over you fuch a King as
by his good Providence now fills our Thrope,
and that you may allo jultly prize your pnz:fehl:

on-
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Concern and Happinefs herein : I have feleCted
thefe words, and defign to {peak to thefe Fouy;
Points, pertinent to this occalion, which they]
contain in them.

Firft, To {hew, whoit is that fets up a King
over any People ; viz. God, as ’tis {aid]
here, Blefled be the Lord thy God, who [«
thee on his Throwe, and who made the}
King over thewm. -

Secondly, What is the chief End for which}
God fets up any King, Itis to Reign for}
him; for ’tis {aid here, thathe fizs in bis§
Throne, that he1s to be King for the Lori}
bis God, (or in his {tead) and that he isto}
adminifter Judgment and Juftice for him.}

T hirdly, We have here the Reafons (or Mo.§
tives) why God fets up any good Kingg
over any People, and that is, becaufe he§
delights in that Perfon, and becaufe heff
hath a Love and Favour for that People. f

As here, he chole Solomor to {et him ong

his Throne, becaufe he delighted in him, g

and he fer him over the Ifraelites, becanfe §

be loved Ifrael, toeffabl:fb them for ever. [

And laftly, Hereis the {utable return, that [§

any People thus favour’d by God, as to[§

have a good King {et over them (for thele §

good Ends) ought to make to him; they B

are to Blefs and to Praife him forit ; as ’tis B

here, Bleffed be the Lord thy God, &c.

Firft, We have here an Account who 1t 15 |

that {fets up Kings, viz. that 1t is God.

- Hewho orders every motion of the leaﬁInfeC’z
an
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and without whofe Providence neither a Spar-
ttow falls to the Ground, nor a Hair from our
f Heads, doth without all doubt concern himfelf
 in the greateft thingsofall,the fetting upKings,
jand altering their Succeflions. And accord-
ingly Danieldeclares of him, Ch.z2. v. 21. that
L he changeth the times and the feafons, he removeth
} Rings, and [etteth up Kings. And to the {ame
 purpole, the Plalmi(t, Pfal. 75. 9. that God is
i the Judge, he putteth down one, and [etteth up
fanother ;3 and it is {aid, Prov. 8. 15. that by him
s Kings Reign, and Princes decree Fufticee. And
Fasto the Declaration of the New Teftament
to this, the Apoftle tells usin general, Rom. 13.
El. that zhere is no power but of God, the powers
that are, are ordain’d of God. And the way,
.or manner by which God Ordains or fets up
%@(ings, ts cither by his exprefs Nomination;
-when he names and direéts to, the very Perfon
‘In particular, whem he defigns to be King.
~ Thus, forinftance, as foon as ever Sammnel
faw $ant, God .told him That was the very
Man, whom he did defign to Reign over his
seople. 1 Sam. 16. 12. And {o, as foon as
ever he faw David, the Lord faid arife, anoint
oim, for this is he. 1 Sam. 16. 12. and thus he
prder’d E/fjab to anoint Hazael to be King over
¥7is, and Jehu, the Son of Nimfbi to be King
bver Jfvael. 1 Kings 19,15, 16.
. Now tho’the Perfons, who are thus exprefly
elign’d, and nam’d by God, to be Kings, are
olt undoubtedly fet up by him ; yer all Kings
¢ not thus -exprefly fer up by God; for tho®

B 2 this




12 A Thankfgiving-Sermon

this was one way by which God, (to teach his
People, how much he did Concern himfelf in
the very Perfon of their Kings) did {ometimes
make ule of; yer, now he hath given Proofs
fufficient of this, he hath no longer recourle
to it, but to his more mediate Methods of do-
ing this, l

And accordingly, a Secend way by which]
God many times {ets up a King ; 1s by giving
him Succefs and Victory in War, and enabling
him to Conquer the former King, to drive him
out, and to fet up himfielf in his Room.

And this was the way, that he {et up David,
tho” he had defign’d and nam’d him to be King;
yvet he was pleas’d to bring him to the King:
dom, by preferving him in many Dangers,
and giving him many Vittories ; by thefe i
was, that God made a way for him to hi
Throne : By thefe he Confirm’d and Strength-
ned him 1o it, and by thefe it was, that he
cnlarg’d his Dominions.  And this is what Des
vid freely owns of God. Pfal. 144. vo. It ishe
that giveth Salvation (or Vittory) nnto Kings
who delivereth David bis fervant from the burtfu
Sword : Infomuch that he declares in the tfore-
going verle, That he would fing a new Song wnto
God, 1n gratitude for this.

Thivdly , Another way yet, and that by
which God ufually now fets up a King, 1s by
Birth, or Succeflion. v7z., When the Crown,
or Kingdom, either by the Appointment o
God, or the Determination of a former King,
or by the mutual Confent of King and Pgop'16

Oty
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‘both, and a conftant Succeflion of many Years
iis Limired to, and Emall’d upon, One ﬁnglc
:Family , and God appoints {uch a Perlon, in
jparticular, to be born Heir to that Family ; or
elfe, by the Death of fome Other in it, to be-
‘come fo. Now fince it is God that orders every
Perfon to be born in a Pamily, and in that very
.Order in which he is born; fince it is He that
orders whether Efax or Facob hall be bora firit,
lor whether the Elder fhall ferve the Twmqer.
‘Since it is He that hath the Tole Power of Life
‘and Death, and can prelerve alive, or take
away, Whom he will, and when; we mult
.grant alfo, that whocver comes to any Crown,
by Defcent, or Inherttance, i1s brought to 1,
.and {etupin it, by God.

i And this was the Title to the Crown that
;ﬁdam i7ah pretended he had from God. PFor
1God havmg entail’d the Crown on Dazvsd’s Fa-
mlly, and {worn in Truth to David, whtch
Oath he would not alter, nor turn from,, ThHat
iaf the fruit of his Bady he would fet npon his
Tkrone, as Pfal. 13 2. 1 1. nay T hat his C bz!dreﬂ:
[C hildren [bould fit wpon his Throne for evermore,
on this Condition only, Zhat they did keep
/m Covenant, and his Teﬂzmany rbat he fbtwld
teach them ;3 And Adonijah, being his Eldelt
Son, might well prefume, the Crown being
thus entail’d by God himf{clf, that it would de-
Icend to him, and that by rxght of Succeflion,
after his Father’s Deceale ; he, accordingly,
when he found him drawmg near his End, a-

fplres to it, and was proclaim’d King, by no
finall
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fmall number of the People ; and by many of
the Principal Men at Court alfo.

But when Nathan the Prophet, and {fome
others, had 1nform’d David of thefe his Son’s
preflumptuous Proceedings, and defir’d rto know
w hether the thing was done with his Confent,
David was pleasd to extinguifh all at once,
and to dafh in pieces the vain Hopes of this
Pretender, by declaring his Son Solomzorn,a much
Younger Branch of his Family, his immediate
Succeflor. Which Declarationof Dawvid’s, to-
gether with the Approbation of the People,.
tor they were fo pleas’d with this, and their
Acclamations upon it were {o great, zhat the
very Earth rent with the [ound of them, x Kings
1. 40. made the atoremention’d Ufurper flee
to the Horns of the Altar for Shelter and Pro-
tetion, and to Solomon for Mercy, and made
his Actors for him al{fo quake with fear. And
this leades me to conlider another way yet, by
which God many times {ets up a King; and
that is, by the Delignation of the prefent King,
and the Confent and Approbation of the Pco-
ple, elpecially of the beft of the People, and
the Reprefentatives of them all.

For as the Kings Heart isin the Hand of the
Lord, (and much more the Heart of the Peco-
ple) asthe Rivers of Watery and He turneth it
whitherfocver He will ; 1t {eems to follow very
cvidently, That it the Heart of cthe King, and
People be turned {o, asto Agree and Confent,
for the wifelt and belt Ends, (fuch asare the
prefervation of their Liberties, and the True

Wors
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Worfhip of God) to vary the Succeflion only
fo, as to prefer One Branch of the fame Fa-
Imily before another ; and to proceed {o calmly
land deliberately upon this, as to Ordain it by
2 LA W, and with all their Free and Full
Confents: 1 little queftion but that they have
the Mind of God in this, and that the Perfon,
who is brought to the Throne by this means,
isalfo {et up by God.

I And as this was almoft the very way by
which Solomorn came to the Throne, who is
yet declared to be Set up, and Advanced to it by
jGod ; and as it is that very way by which His
orefent MAJESTY came to the Throne;
1 may without any Scruple affirm of Him,
what the Queen of Sheba did of Svlomon, that
it was zhe Lord his God which delighted in hins to
et hims upon his Throne : And that the Lord ounr
0God (¢ becaule be loved us ) hath made him
IKing over us: And that He 1s as much our
K IN G, and the Ordinance of GOD, as i1t he
icime to the Throne by the neareft Succeflion,
or by the completelt Conqueft; or (I had al-
inof faid) by the moft exprefs, and particular
INomination of God himf{elf.

| And as it is thus apparent, I think, beyond
vl Difpute and Cavil, that it is God who fets up
oy King over any People, by what Ways and
IMethods foever he is pleas’d to accomplifh it ;
2nd as there is no reafon to doubt but that it
bs He himfelf that hath fet his prefent M A-

I TY over us; {o I fhall now proceed to
U0 W .

Secondly,
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Secondly, What is the chief End for which he
{fetsup any King : and that is al{o here declar’),
in thefe Words, Thatit is to reign for him:
for he fits upon 4ss Throne, he 1s to be King for
the Lord his God, and he 1s zo adminifter Fudp.
ment and Fuftice in his voom.

God himfielf is the gresr King over all il
Earth, Plal. 47. 7. he is the God of all the Kin-
doms of the Earth: and 2 Kings 19. 15. He i
the blefled and only Potentate, the King of Kimys,
and Lord of Lords. All the Kings of the Earil
are but his Deputies and Vicegerents; they
Rule under him, and fhould Rule for him too|
They have their Commiflion, and Authority
from God, and they are to At for him; and
accordingly they are complemented with the
name and title of God, Pfal. 82. 6, 7. I have f4i
ye are Gods, and all of you are Children of the msof
Higheft, but ye (ball die like Men, and fall lik]
one of the Princes. |

Tho’ Kings have in them the Nature anc
Frailty of Men, and are as much fubjelt to
Death as the vileft of their People ; yet they arcj
alfo {11’d Gods, to let them know who it is thaij§
they are made by, and who 1t is they are 0§
Rule for. They are, as the Apoftle ftiles them§
the Minifters of God, and, according to the
Offices which he affigns them, they fhould be§
the Minifters of God, for Good to their People@

And, asthey are the Deputies and Miniftersg
of God, fo they may hence learn, how theyg
fhou’d Reign; viz. juft {0 as God now Reignj
in Heaven, and Governs the World: Or, as w'g

| maje
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T

5it upon any Earthly 'Throne, in a vifible man-
‘ner, and Himfelf immediately Govern that

’%‘nay imagine, he would Reign, fhould he now

People. _
. And how 1s it that God now governs the

 World? why, by the molt regular and ftated
i Laws, and molt conftant and certain Rules.
 For as the Heaven and Earth were at firft fet-

jed by his Word, fo they, and all things in
Yhem, countinue to this Day, according to his Ordi-

tance, Plal. 119. g1, and at 148 verl. Hebath

etablifbed them for ever and ever, he hath given
them a Decree which they fball not pafs. And how
can we imagine that he would govern us his
il’eople, {hould he take the Reins of Govern-
bment 10 hisown Hands? why, notin any un-
fiteady, capricious, arbitrary, and tyrannical
iWay ; for he does not govern us fo now ; but
€by a fure and ftanding Law, which endureth
for ever, which 1s lefs alterable than the Laws
iof the Medes and Perfians 3 or than the Laws of
‘Heaven and Earth; for even thele fhall fooner
epafs away, than one jot ortittle of Geod’s Law
Hfail, till all be fulfilled.

. God, tho’ he i1s Abfolute over us, account-
‘able to None, and may govern us by his {fole
Will and Pleafure, yer he is pleas’d to give us
2 Law which will not be broken on his fide.
‘T his he makesthe Standard of our A&ions, and
of his dealings with us: and as he does difpence
cicher Bleflings or Curfes, Mercies or Judg-
ments on us here, as we do obferve this his
Law, or not; fo he will adminifter his laft molt
nghteous Judgmenr, and render to us eternal

C Lafe,
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Life or eternal Death, exaclly according to this]

And if God doth not govern the World now,
and would not (we may be certain, {hould hej
{it upon any Earthly Throne) govern it 1n any§
arbitrary, ortyrannical way; no more {hould
any Earthly King, (who is his Deputy, and}
who reigns under him) govern it fo.

And lo again, if God did Reiga vilibly on}
Earth, we may well fuppoie that he would ad.
miaifter true Judgment unto his people : Forl
Righteon[nefs and Sfudgment are the babstation of
his Throne, Plal. 97. 2. He wears Righteon[nef;
as bis Breaft-plate, Ya. 59. 17. And he covers
himfelf with this, as with a Robe, 1{a. 61. 10. He]
is a Righteous Lord, one that loveth Righteonf-
nefsy and whofe Countenance will behoid the thing
that is Juft. He delights in Juit Perions ; He
loves to look on them, and will not fail to Re-
ward them: But then as to all thofe Perfons,
that love Violence, he hates and abhors them;
and upon them be will rain Snares, Fire and
Brimftone, Storm and Tempeft, this (ball be their
Portion to drink. '

And as God is thus Righteous himfielf, and
thus lmpartial in his difpenfations of Jultice,
{o fhould all Earthly Kings, who are his Sub-
{titutes,aclt hikewife. They fhould make Right-
coulnefs and Judgment the habitation of their
‘Thrones, they fhould adminifter true Judg-
ment unto their People ; they fhould diftribute
Juftice Imparually, and upon all alike, that
arc equally qualified for it. "They fhould be 2
Terror to evil works, but not tothe good. They

{hould be Minifters of God, Rewengers, to execntt:
Wrath
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Prath wpon him that doth evil, and a praifeto
khem that do well. Thus fhould Kings, as they
hwear the Name, and fit in the Throne of Gaod,
kcprefent him alfo in his governing by Law,
land his admuniftrations of Juftice: Aond if they
ido this, they will Eftablifh cheir T hrone more
than all the greateft human Strength or Policy
jcan do without it.

I And this is what all Good Kings wi/ do ; for

fuch as thefe, God chules, and {ets up, becdule

he delights in them, and becaufe he hath a

iLove and Pavour for that People, over whom

the fets them, which is my Third Particular.

E  God indeed fets up all Kings, both Good and
iBad, he gives a People a good King; 1n his Love,
land he gives a People a bad King 1n his Anger,
as he declares, Hefes 13. 11. And though both

Bthefe are the Ordinance of God, yetthey are”
Bnot both, in a (ri&k Senfe, the Minifters of
tGod. No, they are the Good only who are
fluch ; the Evil are rather Inftruments in his
gHand, as his Rod, or his Scourge. to chaftife
his People. «He fets up a Good King, becaufé
Bhe loves him, and the People alfo-over whom
ihe places him.

§ Thus he chofe Dawid his Servant, (a Man
jalter his own Heart) he preferr’d him before -
jall the reft of his Family, as well as of the
(Yeople : He rook him from the Sheepfolds, as- he

@45 following the Ewes great with young, he took
§0im, to feed Jacob his People, and Wrael his 1nbe-

l7tance.  And thus he chofe Solomon to be King

Bover /frael, out of Love to him; and becaule he
jdelighted in him; for this is the Chara&er

. - C 2 which
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which God himfelf is pleas’d to give of him,
Nehem. 13. 26. That among many Nations, ther
was no King like him that was beloved of God. And
fo (we hope)we may {ay, that God hath chofen
our prefent King, becaufe he delighred 1n him,
becaule he preferr’d Him before another, (who
afpired at the Crown, and who had many dar.
ing Partifans to make the way for his coming)
and brought him over fooncr to us, than tha
Pretender, (tho’ at a much lels diltance from
us;/) nay (as a very {ignal Evidence of his [Love]
to him) he did Eftablifh him over us in the
greateft Peace, without the leaft Difturbance
or Infurrection againft him, and without the
effufion of the leaft drop of Blood. |

And, as God hath done this (as we may rea.}
fonably fuppofe) out of Love to him, and be-|
caule he delighted in him, {0 1 hope, 1 may add
alfo, that he hath brought him to us, and fet
him over us, becanfe be loved #s: That he will
fo govern us by our Laws, and Adminilter
Juftice to us, and that our Religion and Li-|
berties may be fo eftablifh’d in him, and that
for ever, that he may prove a {ure Token and
Pledge of Gods’s Love and Favour to us. Which}
as we have the greate(t Reafons to Hope for,
and expect under him; fo we have the firongelt
Obligations to blefs God for him: Which leads
me to my fourth and laft Particular, viz.

To fhew that a People who are thus favoured §
by God, as to have a good King {et over them,|
to eltablifh them for ever, and to execute Judg: |
ment and Juftice among them, ought to Blels
and Praife God for this. As Skeba here fays, |
Blefled be the Lord thy God, &c. And §
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f And if we dobut caft an Eye abroad upon
bther Nations, and {ee what a miferable Con-
Rdition they are in, or reflett a little with our
Selves, on the difmal State we of this Nation
fizht have been 1n ; we fhall find the firongeft-
fObligations on us, to Blefs our God, for {etting
fover us our prefent KIN G.

g If we take a view, how many Heasthen Kings
bnd Emperors there are 1n the World, who
fknow not God, and who may make Pharoak’s
BQueftion, and Demand, Who is the Lord, that
Bl [bould ferve him? We fhall find, that we
jhave reafon to blefs God, for that he hath been
ipleas’d to fet a King over us, who knows him.
fWhen 2here are fo many Idolatrous Hesthen and
gCoriftian Princes too, who f{et up their Molten
fimages to Worlhip God by, and who are ready
8ito caft into the Den of Lions, or into a Burning
gFiery Furnace, all thofe who will not Worthip
Bthe Gods which they have fet up ; it is a mercy,
gwe fhould blefs God for, that we have a King
g that permits us (and hath promis’d always to
gdo the fame) to {ferve God in our own true way.
tWhen there are {o many Lawlefs, Arbitrary
g [yrants, whofe exorbitant and freakifh Will,
fis the only Law they Rule by, who count their
BSubjelts to them, but as fo maay Dead Dogs’;
E and who make it their Sport and Recreation to
£kill them ; we ought to blefs: God, that we
fhave a King, in whofe fight the Life of all his
£ Subjects is Precious, and who doth not touch,
B(2nd 1 believe never will) the Hair of any
j Man’s Head, any further than the Laws do
| Permir, | ‘
B — Wherc-
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Whereas, there are many other Princes [uj§
infatiable after Honour and the extent of thei
Power, that they will wade to thisthro® Rivers
of their Subjefls Bload ; it is a Happinels we
.fhould blefs God for, that our King is not thus,
It is 2 Mercy (we {hould blefs God for) that hej§
was not bred up in the wicked Arts of Tyran
ny and Perfecution, that heis not come to the
Kingdom from a long Banifhment, that he 1s not
return’d upon us by a Power fuflicient to Sup-
port him, and enflave us, that he cannot urge
againft us, and vifit us for the Injuftice ofa
long Exclufion, that he hath not a fevere
Reckoning for many Year’s wrongs, done to his
Father, as well as to himfelf to charge us with, §
that he doth not come upon us with opcng
Mouth, like a Lion that is greedy of his Prey,
or like a Bear that is robb’d of her Whelps, s.e.
with all the outragious Tranfperts of Revenge
and Fury. | |

It isa Mercy (we fhould own to our lalty
Day) that when there were great ftriviogsa-§
mong us, and fearchings of Heart for the Dr-
vifions of Rexben,and when thefe were {o great,
that we were ready to deftroy one another:§
That when there was not wanting a certain|
Perfon to lay claim to this Throne, when ht§g
came once in a hoftile Manner, to demand 1t§
as his own, and when (it was much fear’d) that§
he was coming again on this Errand, and when|
there were many of this Nation that dared|
even Publickly, and in Prine, to affert, and|
endeavour to prove it his Right : When Men |
2keing Hearts did fail them for fear, and for Jook-]

18] 8
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kg aftex zhofe things which (they had but too many
Reafons to Apprehend) were then juft coming on
fhem 3 and when ’twas juitly fufpelled, that the
¥Dcfolation of onr Nation was drawing nigh, and that
khefe would be the Days of Fengeance. When *twas
uch to be dreaded, that our whole Nation would
e made a Field of Blood, and that it would be
jnade Delolate, and -left almoft without Inhabitant,
by a moft Furtous and Bloody Civil War.

| That when we were under fuch juit Fears and
Apprehenfions as thefe, our King {hould be fetled
bn the Throne, 1n Peace and Safety: And no One
¥hould dare to lift up his Hand, or draw his Sword
boainlt him. This 1s manifeftly his doing, who, as he
fitteth between the Cherubims, be the Farth never [o
pngazez ; fo he will fet his King upon his holy Hill of
ion ; tho' 2he Kings of the Farth fland up, and the
\Ralers 2ake Council againft Hiz. And tho’ many of
bn inferior Rank, were ready to break their Bonds
Wlunder, and cafl away their cords from them.

| And as this 1s apparently the Lord’s doing, fo we
ought all of us to Blefs hiz Name for this. We, who
fue to Blefs him for every, the lealt Mercy we re-
jceive, ought molt undoubtedly to do fo for this, fo
®ereat and fundamental a Blelling ; and on which all
ur Happinels, and the Happinefs of {fo many Thou-
jands of others doth entirely depend. .

And we fhould Blefs God for this, not in a formal
gnd {fuperficial Manner, not with a cold and un-
Fietted Heart ; but,as we value our Peace and Safety,
gour Rights and Laberties, nay our very Religion,
knd the Happinefs of the next World, as well as of
Rhis.  As all thefe are now fetled upon us, and will
Qi doubt not) be continu’d to us, by his Prefent Ma-
clty’s hapy acceflion to the Throne; fo we ought as
fnuch to blefs God for this, as we value thefe.

And we fhould alfo pray ta God for Him, in fome
puch form, as Religious David did for his Son So/le-

o, Plalm 2.
| Thag
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That God would give the K I N G his fudgments g
Righteosfnefs unto the King's Son.
T hat he may judge the people with righteoufizefs, mg
the poor with gudgment.
7 hat be may fave the children of the needy, mk
break in pieces the oppreffor. ]
7 bat the fear of God, and his true Religion, myf
be by him eftablif’d amongft us,as long as 1he Sun af
Moon endureth, throughont all generations. 4
That he wmay come down like rain upon the movak
grafs, as fhowers that water the earth. e.i. Thart thl
Adminiltration of His Government may be fo gent/§
and eafy, that He may revive the Hearts of his Sul§
je&s,l and make them a Flourifhing, and an Happ.
People.
Tphat: In bhis days the righteons may flourifb; wil
abundance of peace f[o long as the Moon endureth. g
That He may have domiinion alfo from fea to [ul
and from the river unto the ends of the earth.
That They that dwell in the «wildernefs may b
before bim ; and bis enemies lick toe duft.
That The Kings of Tarlhith and of the ifles, myle
bring prefents: the Kings of Sheba and Seba offer giftiie
in fhort, that AU Kings may fall down before himlf
and all nations [erve hims.
That There may be an handful of corn in the earti
npon the top of the mountains : thav Lbe fruit there
wmay fhate like Lebanon, and they of the city Fonrij 8
like grafs upon the earth. Or, that there may be e
traordinary Plenty and Fruitfulnefs in His Days. B
That His name may endure for ever : his name mij
be continued as long as the San : and may be bleffed g
him ; yea that all nations may call him blefed. ;
Blefled therefore be the Lord God of Ifrael, wif
onnly doth wondrosts things : And bleffed be his glornng
Nawe for ever : And let the whole earth be fill' 4 wilg
His Glory. Ameng.and Amen.
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