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2 Sam, V. 3.

8o all the Elders of frael came to the King to Hea
bron, and King David made a League with them

in Hebron before the Lord; and they anointed
David Kzng over 1frael.

#7 N this and the two foregoing Verlfes is plainly contain’d
B an Account of the Union of the two Kingdoms of Fudab
and  Ifrael. And tho indeed in fome Circum{tances
| there 1s 3 wide Difference between the Unionin the

~ Text, and the Wonderful and Happy Union of thefe
Nations, which commences on this Day 5 yet in divers o-
thersthere is a great Agreement between ’em. So that thefe
Words will give us occafion to obferve feveral things futable
to the prefent Solemnity.

In order therefore to make them asulefal asT can, I fhall
treat of ’em in the following Method :

I. 1 fhall give youfome Account of the Union of the two
- Kingdoms of Fudah and Ifracl.
[1. Shall apply it to the prefent Cafe,

1. T fhall give you fome Accomnt of the Union of the two
Kingdoms of Fudah and Ifracl.
h_And in Difcourfing on this Head, I fhall do thelfe four
tiings. .
14 I fhall fhow you how this Union was brought about.
_Zdléz- Confider the Behaviour . of the two Kingdoms thus
tinited.
\ 3dly. Shall fet before you the Advantage it was toeach of
inem.,
athly, Shall give you an Account of the Continuance and
the End of it, and fhow you by what means it came to be

diffolv’d. _
Fir2, Tam to fhow you how this was brought about.

Sanl, wheewas King over Fudah and Ifracl, was {lain 1n
Battel by the Philiftines, and the Affairs of that Kingdom
were thenin a miferable. Condition. The Tribe of Fudab
feeing themfelves deftiture of a Leader, and exposd to the
Arms of the Philiftines, chufe David to be their King, He
reign’d over ’em in Hebron for {even Years, with a mild and’

gentle Government : The Affairs of Fudah were in a very
.. ‘ Az Aovrifhe
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flourifhing Condition, as tobe fure thofe of any Kingdom
will be under a good Prince and an ealy Government. In
the mean while the Affairs of Ifrael, who reje&ed David,
were in the utmolt Confufion and Diforder : Abner had
made Ifhbopeth King 5 but this could not retrieve the Glory
or the Peace of Ifrael, There was a long War between
Ifracl and Fudalt 3 and on all occalions, it was evident e-
nough, the Victorv was on Fudab’s ide: nor counld the IJ-
raclites under the Conduct of fo great a General as Abner,
gain any Advantage over David, who reign’'d in the Hearts,
as well as over the Perlons of his Subjetts.  Ifhbofleth was
King indeed, but his Crown was very. precatious : It was
plac’d on his Head by his Army 5 and the People, vwho could
never be ealy under {uch a Government, were not very for-
ward to fupport or defend it.  Na¥ fo ticklifh food the
Crown on his Head, that one Refentment of Abwer (hook it
fo fatally, that it never ftood fait after: for Abuer had given
it him, . and he could take it from him. -

- This Refentment of Abwer’swas the Rife of the Revolt of
Ifract unto Davidy and of the Union of Fudah and Ifrael
inder him,  For as we may read in the'third Chapter, A4b-
ner having receivid that Aftront from Ifhbofheth, confults the
Elders ot ffiael, and makes a Report to David of their In-
clinaticn towards him 3 and bad himfelf brought about that
areat Work, had not Joab by Death prevented him. Such
was the Providence of God in this Cafe, that the Refentment
of one Man thould give rife to fo great an Advantage to two
Nations as this was ! .

The [fraelites were thorowly tir’d with the fad Calamitics
brought on thair Coantry by Inroads from Fudah, and wers
moreover allur’d by the good and gentle Government of Da-
vid to unite with'em. And tho they were troubled at the
Death of Abaer, asimagining this Work now fhould never
be accomplifl'd, fince this Perfon (who, they thought, if any
Man ever cow'd, muft bring it to pafs) was thus {uddenly ta-
ken from em ; yetthey were relolv’d to pafh with the ut-
molt Vigour & Work of fach Conlequence and Importance.
And theretore, as we read in the firlt Verfe of this Chapter,
The Tribes of Irael came to David to Hebron, and [pake, [ay-
(g, Benold we dre thy Bone and thy Flel).

This was the firt Argament they made ule ofe; We are thy
Boue and thy Flefh : Thou art one of our Brethren, and there-
fore according to the Law of AMpfes thou mayft be our King:
Thou artasnearly related to us as thou art to Fudah, and
confequently thon mayit reign over usas well as over them.

Alloin time paft, when Sasl was King over us, thou walt
He that leddelt out and broughteft in Jfrael : Thou tga(t om!'
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 General even under the Government of Sanl. 'Which was a
very good Reafon why a warlike People fhould have fuch a
‘Defire to make him their King, They were acquainted with
his Courage and Conduct, and had been blelt with great
‘Succefs, when he was their Leader.

And moreover the Lord faid to thee, Thou fhalt feed my
People rael, and thon fhalt be a Ciptain over Ifracl. This
was the beft Reafon of their Choice of him above another :
It was in compliance with a2 Divine Predition, The Lord
had faid to him (véiz. by Sanmuel) that he (hould feed his Peo-
ple, thatis, that he (houldrule 'em with the Tendernels and
Mildnefs of a Shepherd towards his Flock.

Soall the Eldersof vael came to the King to Hebion, and
David made a League with them in Hebron before the Lord
that is, he made a folemn Contract with them, and cail’d
God the King of Kingstobe Witnels of it.  _Aud they anoin-
ted David King over lirael; giving him Power and Authority
over ’em, to govern them according to the League they had
made before the Lord. Thus were the two Kingdoms umted.

Secoadly, T fhall confider the Behaviour of thefe two anited
Kingdoms towards one another. '

And hereindeed o very concife is the Sacred Story, which
15 our only Guide in this matter, that we bave not much to
remark, All that can be obferv’d is this, That we bave no
account of any Difference which at any time happen’d be-
tween thefe twounited Kingdoms, during the Rgigns of Da-
vid or Solomon. They were united, and as far as we can
know, their Hearts were difpos’d to bzcome Que People.
And this indeed we have all the reafon in the world to ima-
gine, becaufe the Offer on the one part to unite was perfectly
voluntary, and on the other was readily accepted. The
Tribes of Ifracl came to Hebron s nay all the Tribes, or the
Reprefentatives of ’em, came to David to enter into a Trea-
ty or League with him; which League was brought to a
wonderful and happy Conclufion. Now when the Offer on
the one part was fo freely made, and f> readily accepted on’
the other, and the Treaty fo {olemnly concluded and con-
firm’d by both; wehave no manner of reafon to doubt, but
the Hearts of thefe People were difpos'd to unite.

Not that we are to {uppofe, that none diflik’d this League
which the two Kingdoms had made, There were, to be fure
taere were, fome who had their particular Intereft lay ano-
ther way: = Divifion and Confufion would promote their Ad-
vantage ; and they knew how to fubfift, nay and flourith, by
the Spoils of their Brethren: Thele doubtlefs wou'd oppoie
it with their utmol Skill. Such were the Inhabitantsof JFerx-
fulem, who even after the Conclufion of this Treaty wou'd .

A 3 . not
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1 ¢ 6, TOF admit David within their Gates, till by Farce

20411,5.0. 1, gain'd Entrance: and fuch was the wonderful
Goodnefs of his Temper, that notwithftanding the Refiftance
he found from them, a Refiltance join’d with the utmoft
Contempt, he chofe rather to recommend his Government by
the Lenity and Mildnels of it, than to: punifh this obftinate
and rebellious City, -asin Juftice he might. -

But notwithftanding this Inftance of a Diflike of the Ynion
gfor it was fcarce ever known that two Nations were {o per-
ectly of one Mind in an Affair of {o great Confequence, but
fome or other were difaffe®ted with it) the Generality of the
People of Ifrael and of Fudab were extremely well fatisfy’'d
wi;h the Conclufion of this Treaty, and the anointing of Da-
vid King,

And as David had govern’'d Fudzh with Mildnefls and Leni-
ty, fo he did not lay alide his Temper when his Kingdom
was inlarg’d. He was too Good to abofe the Increafe of
Power he now had, and too Great before to condefcend to
raife his Grandeur by Tyranny and Oppreflion. And there-
fore Fudah and Ifrael both confpir'd to make himas ealy in
the Government as poflibly they could; knowing that the
Cares which neceflarily attend a Crown need all the {oftening
imaginable: and there was no way that could more effeu-
ally promote this, than a hearty Agreement amongft one
another,

¢ They conld not imagine that a Prince {o pious and (o mer-

» cifal as David, ihould ever delignedly opprefs Fudab or Ifrael
nor that that which was the Intereft of Ifrael conld ever
-prove ta the real detriment of Frdab. For fuch isthe Har-
mony in a Body Politick, as in a Natural Body, it can’t be
conceiv'd that ong Part {hould fuffer, but the other Members
muftlikewife fhare in the Sufferings.

~And they could aseafily know, that in the belt regulated
Kingdom in the world Matters could not be {o impartially
and equally diftributed; but fome City or fome part of the
Country muft fourifh in proportion more than the reft of the
Kingdom. But itill this was no juft caule of Complaint, be-
caufe impoflible to beremedy’d: And provided the general
Intereft of the Kingdom was advanc’d, there was no reafon to
envy the flourithing Condition of any particular Part of it, if
that was not prevented or hinder’d by fome fpecial Laws,
which might deprive ’em of Privileges that they before had 2
juft Right and Title to.

- So that on none of thele accounts had they caufe of Com-
platnt: Andif any Grievances, then unforefeen, fhou’d after-
wards_difturb ’em, they knew, fuch was the Goodnefs of
tlieir ?;f_?n‘ge, where they cow’d have Redrefs 5 ang thatit was

BT Very
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very unreafonable to foment Jealonfies and Feuds between
themfelves on the account of thofe things which they were not
able to prevent or remedy, And bence it is weno where read
of any Animofity,. Confufion, or Divifion that happen'd dus
ring the time thefe two Kingdoms were thus united. Now
certainly a Union thus voluntarily engag'd in, and continu’d
with fiuch Unanimity and Peace, mult needs be exceeding
advantageous to both Nations. Therefore,

Thirdly, 1fhallnow endeavour to reprefent to you the Ad-
vantages that both Nations muft neceflarily have reap’d from
this Union. |

And the firft Advantage was an Increafe of People under the
Governmentof David, Now what the Advantage of this is,
we may learn from Prov. 14. 28. In the Multitude of the Peo-
ple 15 the King's Hononr 5 but in the Want of People &5 the De-
fruction of the Prince, This was a neceflary Confequence of
the Union of thefe two Kingdoms, the Subje@®s of David’s
Government were vaftly increas’d 5 for Jfrael was a very nu-
merous Kingdom, efpecially confidering that of the twelve
Tribes eleven were comprehended under this Name 3 for only
the Tribe of Fudab had before receiv'd Devid as their King.
And hence itis faid, 2 Sam. §. 12, David perceiv’d that the
Lord bad eftablifid him King over lfxacl, and had exalted
his Kingdom for bss People Yrael's [ake, |

And this Advantage of Increafe of People made way for 2
great many more; for it enabled them to refift their com-
mon Enemies with the greater Succels. The Philiftines, the
Modbites, the Syrians, and almoft all the Nations that bor-
der’d on Canaan, were perpetually baraffing ‘em with Wars,
and were their avow’d and implacable Enemies. Now when
the two Nations of Ifrael were united,_when their Forces
were join’d under the Condu& of David, or of Foab, a very
experienc’d General in thofe Days, thefe Enemies cou’d gain
no Advantage over ’em 3 at leaft not fuch as they had gain’d
in the time of Sasland of the Judges. For we find in this
Chapter an Account of two feveral Defeats {that David gave
the Philiflines, and in the eighth Chapter that he {fubdu’d
them, and fo intirely vanquifh’d the Aoabites, that he made
thofe who efcap’d the Mouth of the Sword his Tributaries
and Slaves. He conquer’d likewife Hudadezer King of Zo-
vab, and thofe Syrzans who were his Allies and Confederates,
and came to his Affifance. Over all bis Enemies was David
vitorious 3 for the People. were united under one Head, and
there were no difterent Interefts, no Contention for Superio-
vity, no Pundtilio’s of Honour, that might defeat or hinder
the well-laid Defigus of their General, or give their Enemies
any Advantage aganit them.

- A 4 Further,
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Farther, this Union render’d the Government of David fo.
illnftrious, that it engag’d thofe who were Neutral to declare
fr bim, and made thofe, who were his Allies and Frierids be-
fore, more hedrtily efpoufe his Caufe.- Thus we find, 2 Sam.
5. 11. Hiram Kingof Tyre fent Meflengers, o Embaffadors,
to David; and Cedar Trees, and Carpéntersy.and Mafons, and
they built David @ Houfe. David’s Kingdom was grown o
great by the Acceflion of 7frael, thatinftead of being behol-
den toits Neighbours for Dgfence, it was a Defence to them:
And fuch Princes as the King of Tyre was, had great reafon
to court his Friendfhip, and ro maintain a ftrict and inviolable
1 eague with him. . Such an Alteration did this Union make in
this Kingdom, that whereas Fudab was before in danger of
being opprefs’d by their neighbouring Enemies, if not fuccor’d
by thofe that were in Friendfhip with ’ém; now they were
able to defend themfelves,” and toafford PgoteGion to thofe,
svho not long before had’been their Progectors.

Nor was 1t the leaft Advantage which both Nations gain'd
from this Union, that they were now freed from inteftine
Wars,  Fudah wow’d no more make Inroads into the Terri-
tories of Jfrael, nor wou'd Jfracl invade the Borders of Fu-
dab. And this certainly wasa mighty Advantage to eachof
thefe Nations, efpecially to fuchas liv'd near the Borders of
either Land. It was an Advantage allo toothers; for noman
kuows how far in time a conquering Army may {pread it felf,
if there be nofortify’d Cities to ftop their Progrefs, or if,
whichis ufval in fach Cafes, the Spiritsof the invaded People
are intimidated {o far, that'they are regardlefs of themlelves,
and unable to do what is neceffayy for their own Defence.
Now this Advantage alfo thefe two Kingdoms thus united
moft certainly gain'd by the Union ; there was a perfedt
Peace madebetween “em, the Jong War now ceas'd, and they
coud live quietly by one another, each Man fecure of eating
ghe Fruit of his own Labour, '
" Thefe were Advantages that happen’d to the Nationm fe-
neral.  And whilft the Country was in fo flourifhing a Con.
ditton, to be fure the Affairs of private Perfous mult ti a great
meafure profper {utably to thofe Advantagés the Publick re-
ceivid by it.  This State of the Kingdom of David ‘was fuflict-
ently happy during his Government, and the greatelt partof
thie peaceable Reign of Selomon his Son, but it was not to laft
always.  And therefore we fhall now proceed to the

Fourth Thing under this Hedd 5 and that is, to confider the
Continuance and End of this Union, and to fhow you how it
came to be diffolv’d. | |

Thefe two Kingdoms continw'd thus united during the
Reigns of Duvid andof Sefoien, abuut ticfpace of {éth’:Tnty

- | tiree
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three Years 5 nor had the Union then been  diffolv’d, but by
the Folly of Rehoboari, Solomon’s Son, and the Oppreflion
of the Father, which indeed laid the Foundation of its
Diflolution. |

Towards the latter end of his Reign, Solomon had op-
prefs’d his Subjects, by exatting of them extravagant Sums of
Mony, not for their Defence, for his Reign was peaccable
enough, but for the maintenance of bis own Lugury: And
he had offended God by facrificing to Idols, to which lis
Wives had led him, During his Reign indeed the People
bore their Grievances with Patience, but at his Death they
thought it a very fit time to get "em redreS'd; and _thercfore
they make Application to Reboboan, who was to {ucceed 1
the Government, praying that thefe intolerable Burdens
might beremov'd, which they had groan’d under during the
Reign of his Fatlier.

Rehoboan in this Exigency has recourfeto the Coungil that
his Father Solomon had made ufeof ; and it would have been
very'well, if he had been fo wife as to follow tlicit Advice.
The Old Men, whom Experience had taught Wifdom, gave
him very good Counfel, to promife them at lealt 2 Redrels of
their Grievances, till he was well fettled in the Throne, The
Young Men, rafh and unadvisd Counfellors! thcugbt this
wasa leflening,the Prevogative, and too great a Condefcen-
fion, for a Suvereign Prince to give firch a mild Anfwet': and
therefore they advife him, to his ruin, to threaten ‘em, that
he fhow'd be (o far from redreffing their Grievances, that he
wou'd make ’em heavier ; and {ince they complainad of his
Father’s Government (a Government gentlein compatifon of
hig) they fhouw'd now have caufe to complain indeed.

But thHe People of Ifrael had not, it feems, fo far bow'd
their Necks to Slavery, as tamely to bear fuch Threatnings
as thele.  And therefore fince their King wou'd not govern
‘em as reafonablz Creatures ought to be govern’d, fince he
wou'l have no manner of Regard to the Gricvances com-
plain’d of by the Elders or Reprefentatives of the People of
Ifracl, they e'en refolv’d he thou'd not rzign over em at all.
Let Fudan fubmit to his Government if they pleas'd, the
Men of Ifracl for-their parts wou’d have a Kiag of their own
and therefore {ay they, What Portion have we |
i David 2 Neither bave we Inberitance in the 1King 12,16.
Soiv of Jelley To your Teiits, O Irael! New = -
[? to tine own Houfe, Lavid.  So Yracl deparied to therr

ciit s, * S

Such was the difmal Effet of Tyranny and Oppreffion,
that ic diffolv’d this well and happily concluded Treaty, de-
privid both Nations of the Advantages they enjoy’d, expos'd

€in
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’em to their Enemies, and in the end prov’d of fatal conle-
quence to’em. The pious and mild Government of good
King David allur’d the People of Jfrael to unite with Fudab,
and the Oppreflion and Tyranny which Rehoboamonly threat-
ned ’em with, put an entire end to the Union. And tho they
cou’d not but be fenfible, that by the Diffolution of this Uni-
on they expos'd themfelves totheir Enemies, and were much
more likely to become their Prev 5 yet Ifrael chofe rather to
run the venture of that, than to fubmit to live under perpe-
tual Tyranny and Oppreflion, asthey forefaw they inevita-
bly muft, under {uch a King as Reboboam was like to prove s
And if at laft they maft be opprefs'd, it was no matter whe-
ther the Oppreffor was oneof their own Brethren or their
Enemy, for the Oppreffion was equally grievous, from what
hand foever it came. But they were in the mean time re-
folv’d to maintain their Liberties, as long as they cou'd, a-
gainft every Invader, whether he was a pretended Friend, or
a profefs’d and inveterate Enemy. And therefore when they
found they cou’d not continue the Union with the Preferva-
tion of their Liberties, they refolv’d to break the League
with Fudab rather than be enflav’d 5 and fo this Union came
10 be deftroy’d. -

I1. To apply this to the prefent Cale.

I make no doubt bat you plainly perceive the happy Agree-
ment there is, in many of the belt Circumitances of the Union
in the Text, with that which we are commanded by Authority
to celebrate.on this Day.

"Twasthe good and merciful Government of David over
Yudah, and the flourifhing Condition of that Kingdom under
him, that made the People of Jfrael {o very ready to make an
Offer of their Kingdom to bim : For then they alfo might have
a {liare in that Happinefs which their Neighbour Nation en-
joy’d under fo good a Prince and Governour. The Men of
Ifracl faw what profound Peace Fudabh was bleft with at home,
while the Arms of David, employ’d only in the juft Detence
of Themfelves, or in behalf of their Neighbours, refcuing
themn from Oppreflion and Violence, were every where vic-
torious abroad. And they found that wheneverhis Arms
were tnrn'd againft their Country, they were not able to
ftand before him 5 nor were their Neighbours more profpe-
rous than themfelves: for the Spirit and Courage of the Men
of Fudab had not been broken by a-hard or rigorous Go-
vernment ¢ and whether their Arms were employ’d in their
own Defence, or in the Invafion of their Enemies, they ever

had more Vigour and Courage than Jfrael it felf, ox .em\_,il ?f
thole
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thofe Nations, govern'd by the lawlefs Will and Pleafure of
their Princes, cow’d pretend to.

Now I fcarce think that there’s any occafion for me to
make application of ‘this part of my Difcourfe to vou. -

You cannot bat be fenfible, how much the Chara®er of
David belongs to that Princefs, who by the good Providence
of God now reigns over this United People.

The Mildnels of her Government, the Peace and Profpe-
rity of her Kingdoms, the Succefs of her Arms-abroad, and
the inviolable Maintenanceof the Liberties of all her Sub-
jects; plainly fhow us how well the Character of David be-
longs to her, and muft of neceflity have had a mighty In-
fluence on the Minds of that Antient and Free People, with
whom we are this Day united, fincerely to defire and pro-
mote this happy Union.

And then {uch was the hearty and unparallel’d Zeal of her
Majefty for the common Good of ANl her Subjeds, that
knowing how much fuch a Union wou'd every way tend to
their Advantage, her Majefty recommended this great Work
with all the Concern imaginable for its Accomplifhment ;
chofe Wife and Faithful Perfons, who thorowly underftood
and impartially wou'd purfue the Intereft of both Nations ;
and to thefe committed the Management of this Work (a
Work of the greateft Nicenefs and Difficelty!) which by
their Prudenceand Skill they have at laft brought to a happy

Conclufion,

How often has this Work been attempted ? but it prov'd
too difficult to be effected. When there was the faireft Oc-
calton in the world, and the greateft Probability of accom-
plithing this great and good Work, the Event anfwer'd nof
Expectation, nor cou’d the Work be finifl'd. The two Na-
tions were united under the Perfon of K. FamesI. The
King himfelf was very zealous and defirous of bringing about
a {tricter Union of ’em. Many Attempts were then made,
Commiffioners were appointed,and at fome times there feem’d
great, Probabilities of Succefs; but yet at laft the Defign mil-
carry’d : Jealoufies and Surtnifes on one hand, and too great
an Eagernefs, perhaps Partiality too, on the other, difap-
pointed all Hépes of a Union at that time. In the Reign of
K. Charles 1, 1t was again attempted ; but as they did not
proceed in it {0 far as they had done before, fo it was no
wonder 1t came to no better an Iflie, Whatever Attempts
were made in the fucceeding Reigns were ftill as unfuccels:
ful : There were ever fome who %ad Intereft enough, and,

as the Event fhow'd it, Power too, to fruftrate all Defigns of
this nature,

The
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The Accomplifhment of this Great Work was, 1t feems, re-
ferv’d by Providence to make an Addition to the:Glories of
this Reign : A Reign Glorious mdeed 1 1ts, Conquefts a-
broad, and new much more Glorions at-home, becanle God
bas given the Queen her Hear’s Delire, and enabled her to

accomplifh this Great Work, which fo many of her Prede-
cefors attempted in vatn.  And thus whillt her Conguelts
render Her Formidable to her Enemies abroad, her Goodnels
renders Her truly Great at home. Such is the Happinels of
that Natiop, where the Viftorics that attend their Princes
Arms abroad ‘minifter Qccafion of doing greater Good at
home, and alwaysave improvd to promote their Subjects
Welfare! Thas while her Majeflty is engag'd in War a-
broad, She is laying at home Foundations of a lalting Hap-
pinefs, 1n that firic, and, 1 hope, inviolable League, which
15 at length concluded, not withont the fignal Interpofition
of Divine Providence.

Let now the Men of Ifrael and of Fudah teach us how to
behave our felves as People thus united ought to do: We are
become One People, - and therefore really have only One In-
tereft to purfie.  And certainly there can be no better, nor
indced other way of purfuing this than by a Unity of Af-
fcction.

Fudal and Ifrael came rveeking hot from a long and bloody
War, and vet their Union was concluded : nor do wg read
that any old Grudg ever difturb’d their Peace ; they forgot
their Eomity. And tho not long before, when they were
engag’d in War, it muft be thought they took all manner of
opportunities to aunoy each other; yet now they were at
Peace, nay, which was more, United, they were as {enfible
thefe thetr Refentments fhow'd be laid afide, all Animofitics
forgotten, and their warlike Difpofitions put off’ with their
Arms: Otherwife the Bleflings of their Union had been fmall
tndeed ;, for what Avail had it been to either Nation, fo
have had the Notion of Peace and Union, if the Effeis
were {till the fame with War and Strife ¢

Therefore Hearts difpos’d to become One Pecple, very.
well become a Nation fo flrictly united as this and its Neigh-
bour Nation is. Let not then Ephraim envy Jadab, zeither
lev Judah vex Ephraim 5 bur Lot them fly upon the fhoulders of
the Philiftines towards the Wekt, and [poil them of e Eaft to-
gether : Let them lay their hands upou Edom and Moab, aind
ies the Children of Ammon obey them, Let ’em with their
utmolt Vigour oppofe theit Enemies: Let em fcatter that
People who delight in War 5 bat let not Envy diflurb their
Quiet 3 let not Oppreflion make ‘em mad 5 let all Injurics be

forgotten; let all former Quarycls ceale 5 and on this Joyful
. ' IRRR!
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Day lglt'the Love of Brethien begin, and may it never have
an end ! Y
. And then, how great the Advantages of ‘this Union will
be, is beyond my power to defcribe.  They who were the
Happy. Inftruments of it are beft acquainted- with thefz.
Buat yet we cannot but oblerve, that it vallly ftrengthens- the
Hands of " the’Queen, adds a mighty Lultre to-the Glories
“ofher’Reign) entirely fruftrates - the Hopes of a Popifh Suc-
céflor; by fécuring the Government as by Law eftablilh’d to
the luftrious Houle'of Hamover : It fecures the Protéftant
Religion, enables'us 'to* defend our felves againft our com-
mon Enémies : It'prevents any Invafions of our Borders from
the No#th, and delivers us from the Fears of any future in-
teftine Jars. R

Thefe are Advantages that Providence {eems to hdve put
into out hands by this Union, and Advantages that we may
receive, if wearenot wanting to our felves. And while thefe
Nations enjoy thofe Liberties and Privileges they are now
poflc¥'d of, thefe Advantages, how great fcever they are,
will certainly accrie to us.

And if we may make any Judgment of what is likely to
happen from what has already been, we haveall the reafon in
the world to expe& a great deal of Happinels from this U-
nion, notwithftanding all the dreadful Objections that thole
who wifh not well to our Ifrael have rais’d again(t it,

Was not this Kingdom of England once divided into {even
Kingdoms ? And were there not then continual Wars and
Bloodihed in the Land, when eachPrince {fought to opprefs
his Neighboar 2 And after that in procels of rime thele feven
Kingdoms were {o united into one, as almoft to take away
any’ Footiteps of the Divilion, did any of thofe il Confe-
quénces happen, which are now by fome fo mightily fear'd 2
Wasone partof the Kingdom opprefs’d to uphold the ather 2
Did not every Part of it enjoy its Privileges as before 2 And
did not every Part thrive and Hourifh, according to the In-
‘duftry of itsInhabitants, or other accidenral Circumitances
that will evermorc give one Part of any Kingdom in the world
an Advantage over the reft ? But was any part “of it hin-
der’d or forbidden to thrive by the Prince ¢ Were not all
Animofities then done away, and didn’t Peace-take place of
War, and Men then dwell-fecurcly by “their Neighbours,
which before they could siot do? And what an Advantage
that Union was to the Nation in general againft their common
Enemies, any man may eafily perceive. For while the Na-
tion was fo divided, every Prince purfu'd a different Inte-
reft 5 and perhaps it was not feldom that it was the Intereft

of one Prince to have another weaken'd at leaft, tho not
| OovCL-



14 4 Thank|giving Sermon

overcome, But if they had at any time all of ’em a mind
to oppofe an Invader, they cow’d not do it with that Eafe
and Advantage which the Kingdom united ander One con’d
do: Difputes of Precedency, Variety of Counfels, Procraf-
tinations and Delays, befides mutnal Jealoufies and Fears
that one fhow’d grow greater than thereft, wou’d hinder the
Execution of {o good a Defign: whereas when the Kingdom
came to be united oncler one Head, they not only defended
themfelves fuccefsfully againft their Encmies at home, but
on juft occafions invaded ’em in their own Country, and
fometimes extended their Conquefls a great way too,

And to come yetnearer to our own Times, how great a
. Blefling to this Nation was the Union of the White and Red
Rofe in the Perfonof King Henry VII? Then at laft the
dreadfuol Wars between the two Powerful Houfes of York
and Lancafter ended, when no other end cou’d have been put
to ’em but this,

And can we think that the Union of two fo powerful
Nations as thefe are, fhou’d be afmaller Blefling to both
Nattons, if we our felves are not in fault? We fee what
Advantages this Nation bas already receiv’d by Union; and
the Nature of Union is ftill the {ame, and will produce the
fame Effects, if we are wife enough to underftand and to
purfue our own Advantage.

Finally, We {ee inthe Cafe of Ifract and Fudab (a Cale
that I hope will never be our own!) how fuch a Union, fo
well concluded and attended with fo many Advantages, may
be diffolv’d : But then this fhou'd ferve to fhow us the Dan-

er, only that we mayavoid it. And we cught to remem-
er, that if the Ifraelites had not been opprefs’d, and threa-
ten'd with greater Hardibip ftill, they -had never diflolv’d
the League. If Solowen had not forfaken Ged, and turn'd
to Idols, he had not been left of God, nor had he opprefs'd
his People. Such Advantage 1s true Religion toa Civil So-
ciety, and fuch the Nature of Mankind, that a mild and
gentle Government will keep a generous People, a Peoplethat
are worthy to be govern’d, in Order and Temper ; while
Opprefilon will only irritate and provoke their Tempers,
whiclrit cannot bow or break. For there are but ve-

Gen. 49. vy few People who are fo ftupid,as willingly to bow
14, 15. their Shoulders to bear and become Servants to
Tribute, They may indeed pretend what they

.Eleafe, and feem willing to conch down under their Bordens;
ut when they once come to feel the Weight of ’em, they will
feck to get rid of ’em as Ifrael did, and as we may remem-
ber fome others have done, who before they were laid on
their own fhoulders, feem’d unreafonably fond of ’em. Aud

. il
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~'"And now feeing our Cafe info many of the beft . Circum-
ftances agrees with that of Ifrael and Fudah, we have cer-
rainly reafon in the firft place, To blefs God that by the
Accomplithment of this great Work there is a Foundation
ldid for fo much Happinefs to this Great and Powerful Na-
tion. “He by his good Providence has given the Queen her
Heart’s Defire, and hasunited thefe two Nations,and granted
us to become One People. This 15 the Lord’s doing, it is
marvellows in our eyes, This 15 the Day that the Lord hatly
made 5 and we will be glad and vejosce in it. A Day that
affords the Profpe® of lafting Happinefs and Profperity to
thisIfland, if we are fo wife as to improve the Advantages
that are this Day beftow'd upon us : A Day that has been:
long defir’d and fought after, which now onr Eyes have feen.
 Tet us then blefsGod, that he has made the Reign of our
Queen fo Glorious by her Conquefts abroad, and by the Ac-
complifhment of this Great Work at home ; that he has
ftrengthen’d her Hands againft the common Enemy, that he
has given us fuch Hopes of the Security of the Proteftant
Religion, that he has confirm’d the Succeflion of the Houfe
of Hanover to the Throne of thefe Kingdoms of Great Bri-
tain and Ireland and that, we hope, he has put it ont of
the power of our Enemies to difturb our Quiet,

~ And when we hayg the Profpect of fuch Happinefs to come,
have we not the greateft reafon imaginable to render our moit
fincere and hearty Praifes to Almighty God, and unfeigned-
ly to join in thofe Thank(givings, which by the Command of
Authority are offer'd up on this account ?  Let

thefe things be written for the Generation to P 102.18.
come, and the People which fhall be created fhall

prasfe the Lord, -

-2, Since we fee in the Cafe of Ifrael and Fudab before us,
that a Union attended with fo many Advantages may be
broken, let us endeavour to avoid whatfoever tends that way,
and pray to God thet he wou’d vouchfafe to continue it to us.
Let us live as beccmes Brethren, without Envy, Strife, or
Contention, Letus overlook all Differences there may be
amongus, and efpecially. thofe that are on the account of Re-
ligion : And fince we worthip the fame God, tho we differ in
fome:-Modes of Worlhip, #s far as we have attain’d let us
walk by the fame Rule, let ws mind the fame Thing and in
other things let us make ufe of the Apoftle’s Advice, and bear
With and forbear one another.” For it 16 moft certainly a very
‘unreafonable thing to- difturb the Peace. of Civil Society, for
the fake of thofe things which have no. manner of concern
withit, For leta’Man worfhip God either after one or ano-

<ther manner, provided he worlhips him at all, be may be as

o A good
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-~ offer up cur moft fervent Prayers to that God, who among

- long, over a People united in Interelt and Aflction ! -May
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goad a Neighbour, Subjec,-and Friend, as he that wor ,_fp;
him after, what in his Opinion is, a more, Decent and Cére~
montous Way. And fince the Chriltian Religion,. whichail.
of us in this Nation profefls, was defigh’d to téach Mén to
live peaceably, let not the Pretence -to it ‘bé abusd to’ di
fturb our Quict. =~ . L

And fince it has pleas’d God to honour her -Majefty . witn
the Accomplifhment of this Great Work, which feems to
promife fo much Happinels to this Umted Kingdom, let us

all his other Benefits has beftow’d this fignal Blefling on this
Ifland; that he wou'd grant that the Crown may Hourifh on
Ber Majefty’s Head {0 long, that She may behold and rejoice
in fome of thofe many Advantages vihich we have reafon to
exped from this Union! Miy Sbe behold the Man, ko
amade tie Earth to trembley and  fhock the Kiigdoms., who finete
the People 11 wrath, who vuled the Nations in aunger, becoye
like as we are, and weak a5 one-of -ws.  Then -may the Eartly
be, at veft and quiet, and bicak forth into Siuging ! May Shie
give Liberty to the Captives, and.refcue thofe that are. per-
fecuted for Rightecufnefs fake out of the hand of their. -pow-
erful and mercilels Oppreflors!  May She reig:’r long, -véry
her Reign be Peaceable and Glorious, and in Felnefs of
Days may She have an abundant Entrance adminifter’d. nito
Her into the Regions of petfe@ Peace and Unity above !~
< And then let us pray to God, that as he bas brought this:
Union to a Happy Conclufion, fo he wow’d be pleas'd to
continue it while Sun and Moon endure: That he ‘won'd
grant us fuch Governoursas may unite us more and more .in
Love and Affe@ion, and may-never give occafion to eithgi
Nation to wifh or defire the Diffolution of it. S

Finally, Let us render moft hearty Thanks fo Almighty:
God, for the Wonderful and Happy Conclufion. of - the
Treaty for the Union of her Majefty’s two Kingdoms. of

England and Scotland = Tetus implore "his Bleflings on.the
* United Kingdom, and on the Arms of hei Majefty and’ her

Aeech him'to give all her Majeity’s Subjects Hearts difpos'd:

Allies, and her and their Forces both by Sea and Land,“iix

the juft War in which they are now engdg'd, for..gﬁ'%p:;

pointing the boundlefs Ambition of France : And let .us be;

to become One People,
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