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General Committee of the Affociated Vo-
lunteers of Edgware and Little Stanmore,

November, 29, 17938.

' RESOLVED unanimofily, That the thanks
of this Aflociation be given to the Reverend
Joun De, VeiL, for his very excellent Sermon,
prcached this day in the Parifh-church of
IrpGware, before us: and that he be requefted

to print and publifh the fame.”’

(Si1gned )

PHILIP O’KELLY,

Chailrman.



TO

Captain PHILIP O’KELLLY, of Canons ;
Licutenant WILLIAM LAY TON, of liLsTRrRE:
Enfigen JAMES KELY, of LiTTLE STANMORE ;

AND TO

THID NON-COMMISSIONED OFIFICERS AND SCLDIERS

L

2

EDGWARE AND LITTLE STANMGORIL
ASSOGCIATION,

THIS SERMON,

PREACHED BEFORE THEM, ON THE 29TH NOVEM-
ZER, 1798, BREING THE DAY OF GENERAL
THANKSGIVING FOR OUR LATE GLO-
RIOUS VICTORIES AT SEA,

iS,
WITH GREAT RESPECT AND REGARD,
INSCRIBED,
RY THEIR FAITHFUL,

AND VERY HUMBLE SERY ANT,

FYOHIN DI, VEIL.

LD CYWARL,
2ec. 24, 1768,



A SERMON, &c.

Thine, O 1LoRrD, s the greatnefs, and the power, and
the glovy, and the vidlory, and the majefly : for all
that is in the beaven and in the earih is thine,
thine is the kingdom, O 1LorRD, and thou art exalied
as head above all.

Now therefore, Our (Gob, we ihank thee, and
prarfc thy glorions name.

I. Caron. chap., xxix. v.11.17.

ET 1s the literal meaning of thefe words, wholly
unconnected with the preceding and fubfequent
context, to which our attention is emphatically
called. In this abftract fenfe they ftri&ly and

happily apply to the nature of our prefent duty;
and exprefs, in elegant and precife terms, the
grateful fentiments which we are¢ all equally
nound to indulge. |

We have frequently met together 1n this place,
to avert, by contrition, by fafting and humilia-
rion, the judgments of God, who has juftly pu-

B nifthed
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nifhed our offences with the miferies and calami-
ties of war.— We are this day affembled on a more
joyful occafion:—to render our unfeigned thanks
to ¢ the King of Kings,”> for his late gracious
afliftance, and for all the mercies we enjoy. And,
as no duty can be more congenial to the fweeteft
feelings of our nature, or better accord with all
our ExprriENcE, all our Knowrepce, and all our
IHors, let the {pirit of this day’s worfhip be,

GLORY AND THANKSGIVING TO
GOD IN THE HIGHEST!

That we may perform this duty with more ar-
dent zeal and a more full and perfeét fenfe of its
propriety, {uffer me,

Firf},—T o put you in remembrance of fome of
the principal bleffings we enjoy; not only as
MEN, but as a NaTion: and

Secondly,—'Y o call your attention to the recent
victories we are now aflembled to acknowledge
at the -hand of God.

As Mkn, we owe to Almighty Gob, “f our huni-
¢ ble and hearty thanks, for all his goodnefs and
““ Joving kindne{s to us,”” at all times and at all
feafons; ¢ for our Creation, Prefervation, and
“ all the bleflings of this life; but above all, for
“* his ineftimable love in the Redemption of the
“ world, by our 1L.ORD Jesus Curist: for the

Comeans
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““ means of Grace, and for the hope of Glory !*”
Wi ith thefe confiderations upon our minds, our
ncarts muilt glow with exalted {entiments of reve-
rence and gratitude : we muft adore with undif-
fermbled affeétion, a Cruciriep Saviour, who died
to reftore and blefs his fallen creatures—died to
fave them from endlels mifery ; and, by his Re-
furrection from the grave, procured for them an
inheritance, incorruptible, celeftial, eternal!

As a Propre, we enjoy innumerable advantages,
which are partially given to fome nations, and
totally denied to others. By the favourable dif-.
venfation of the Almighty, we live in a land
which, for the comfort it yields, and the f{afety it
affords, may well be ftiled, ¢ Trz GLory oF alLL
““ Lanps.”* It 1s a land of plenty; fertile in
{oil, temperate in climate, inhabited by an opu-
lent, powerful, and enlightened people, long
diftinguithed by arts and arms. We have the
promife regularly iulﬁled of feed-time and har-
velt; and fo fignal 'md uninterrupted is the gra-
cious 1ntcreft, which an indulgent Providence
rakes 1n our profperity, that our years are
crowned with increafe, ¢ filling our hearts with

joy and giadnefs.”

What, then, thall we render to the Almighty for

a1l thefe his ineftimable benefits? 1Is it not our
B2 bounden

* FZrKk. Xx. v. 6.



bounden duty to receive them with gratitude
to ufe them with moderation: and to render
them a {weet favour unto God, by imparting, ef
our abundance, to the wants of others, and pro-
moting the happinefs of all his creatures? Does
it not become us to walk worthy of thefe his
benefits, devoting ourfelves to his {ervice, puri-
Iying ourfelves as he is pure, glorifying his name,
duly frequenting his temple, and cheerfully {ub-
mitting to his holy will in all things?

Ought not, “¢ the ifles and,’”” we, ¢ the inha-
“¢ bitants thereof,’’ to be thankful alfo for the
fong continued enjoyment of our civil immunities,
which have ever been the wonder and envy of
the whole world? Who, amongit the nations,
can boait of {fuch Ricurs axp PRIVILEGES as our-
felves ? FHere, in this Harpry IsLanD, every man,
while he refrains from doing injury to others,
1s juftly accounted free; his family is his king-
dom, his houfe is his caftle, and his own will is
his law !

The whole detail of political privilege and du-
ty 1s no where {o accurately defined, or {o clearly
{pecified, as in our Harpy IisvaBrismenrt. 1t
checks alike all excefs of liberty and power, and
grafts the dignity of the magiftrate on what go-
verns both him and the {ubjelt:—it fixes and ra-
tifies the ftability of rank and property inall their

forms
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forms—it {ecures to every man equally, what he
may rightfully claim—it protects the weak and
ez innocent from oppreflion and guillt—it en-
aéts no ftatutes, impofes no exactions, appropri-
ates no revenue, without our own confent—it
infpires confidence, removes apprehenfion, ren-
ders the difpenfation of juftice independent of
prerogative ; and, in every cafe, enables the ac-
cufed to face his accufers, to challenge an open
trial, and to reft his property and life on the
judgment of his pecers.

If this be not true liberty, words have no
meaning: and this liberty has, by the goodnels
of God, been preferved and handed down to us
by our anceftors, as the birth-right and inheri-
rance of every Briton, whatever may be his rank
and condition.

I thould difgrace my country to compare,
even but in thought, the freedom we enjoy, with
that Broopy PuaantoMm, by which the remorfelefs
tyrants of a neighbouring nation have deluded
and brought to defolation, as well their own, as
many other kingdoms; breaking thitougn every
barrier that the commands of God, or the wii-
dom of man, have eftablifhed for protection
againft oppreflion and violence.—No! from that
[JnnaTUuraL IFreepoar, which makes the cruelty of

death
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death its {port, that with a favage and relentiefs
torce, {feizes on property, rends afunder every ten--
der connection that binds man to man, or man to
God, fparing neither Infirmity, Age, nor Sex, may the
goodnefs of the Almighty evermore defend us !-—
May Britons never tafte the fruits of Repusricaxn
LLICENTIOUSNESS, NOr WANTONLY DRINK THE CUP OF
pLoOD !~—May Brrrons ever thew a willing and
perfect obedience to the laws of their happy con-
ftitution ; and, while they reflect on the evils at-.
tending uavefliained liberly, let them refolve never
to {werve from their duty to the BisT or Kines,
and to that Government which f{ecures to them
theiy laws, their veligion, ibe dearefl pledges of iheii
affelion, and every poffeffion that can render {ociety
or even life it{elt defirable.

While other nations arc overwhelmed wirh the
darknefs of Pagan ignorance, or deluded with the
Superfiitions tencts of Mabommed, the glorious
t.teut or Ttue Gosprrn abides with us, 1n all ics
primitive purity and luftre. How many, among
all {tations, even in this age of prevailing luxury
and infidelity, find our Holy Religion to be what
fhe profefles to be, the wile guide of their lives,
the happy means of jalvation to their {ouls,—in
worldly profperity, their faithful monitor; 1in
worldly adverfity, their beft friend ;—addrefling

all,
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all, conciliating all : with grace in her afpelt, bope
in her hand, munfic 1in her voice, and Heaven 1in
her eye! Thanks be to the Almighty, this, our
Religion, 1s yet left us for a blefling, and a pledge
that God’s all-gracious prefence is not actually
withdrawn, nor his Holy Spirit taken from us.

Are we not alfo bound to praife God for
placing us, where the proud oppreflor cannot
deftroy us? Where ““the bounds of our habita-
tion*’’ form an impregnable rampart againft
every bold and hoftile invader! The very fur-
rounding ocean, that {eparates us from all cther
nations, the Most Hicn Gop has appointed, as our
wall and bulwark! we arc thus fheltered, and pre-
{ferved, as 1t were, <“in the hollow of his hand,”’
while the tempeft {pends its fury, that our ears
may not be ftunned with the ¢ confufed noife of
the warrior,”’ ] nor our eyes afflicted with the {fight
of *° garments rolled in blood !’’§—No hoftile in-
trufion bere impedes our neceflary bufinefs, nor
violates our domeftic peace.

If, then, thefe bleflings which I have menti-
oncd, and to which many more might be added,
deferve our gratitude to God, and bind us to thc
love of our country, how thankful fthould we be

that

s

* ACTS_, Xvit, v. 26, T+ IsAraln, Ix. v, 12, I ]_'5,11,&_1[: i A 5
§ Isaran, ix, v, 5.
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that, hitherto, through the divine mercy and
goodnefs, they have been all preferved to us:—
that the 1nveterate malice of our enemies has been
difappointed ; and that their ¢ devices’” in their
attempts to 1nvade thefe kingdoms have, not only
been ¢¢ confounded,’’ but deftrudtive even to
themfelves.

And if, according to the multiplicity of fa-
vours fhewn to us, our gratitude ought to in-
creafe, (which furely will not be difputed,) how
more efpecially are we bound to lift up our hearts
to Heaven, and devote ourfelves entirely to the
greateft of all Beings, who takes delicht from
time to time, In his good pleafure, to fhower
down his mercies upon us with an unfparing
hand. Perhaps no nation, if we except that
which in holy writ is called ‘“ Gods own pecople,*’
has ever been more diftinguithed by the pro-
tection of Heaven than our own!

While other kingdoms are at this moment
groaning under various calamities, fome falling a
prey to peftilential difeafes, others 1mpoverifhed
or completely defolated by war, the voice of joy
and gladnefs refounds in our dwellings, and we
may juftly apply to ourfelves the words of the
Plalmift: ‘¢ Be not afraild for any terror by
““ might, nor for the arrow that flieth by day; for

““ the
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““ the peftilence that walketh in darknefs, nor
““ for the ficknefs that deftroyeth in the noon-
¢ day. A thoufand fhall fall befide thee, and ten
““ thoufand at thy right hand: but it fhall not
““ come nigh thee. There thall no evil happen
““ unto thee, neither fhall any plague come nigh
°“ thy dwellings.®* 'T'he ILorp fthall be the
¢ ftrength of thy health, and cover thy head in
°“ the day of battle.””+

All this, and more, at the prefent time, 1s true
of us: And that God hath ufually dealt thus
mercifully with us, i1s demonfirated in almoft
every page of our hiftory. The numerous and
wonderful deliverances of this highly-favoured
land, from open violence and concealed treachery,
while they excite our admiration, fhould infpire
‘our hearts with the moft ardent gratitude. And
1t deferves remark, that other countries have been
fo ftrongly impreflfed with the idea of God’s pe-
culiar care over us, thal (GREAT BRITAIN hbas been
glovionfly diftingurfbed as the IsLanp or Gobp !

And this reminds me of calling your attention
to our late Grorrcus Vicroryoverthe cnemy; and
to other recent and fignal interpofitions of Divine

Providence towards the eflfectual deliverance of
C thefe

. ¥ Psalm, xci. v, 5, 6,7, 10, + Psalm, cxl. v, 7.
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thefe kingdoms from ¢ Foreisn Invasion and In-
TESTINE CoMMoOTION.”’

‘The indifputable {fuperiority of our naval force,
the fkill and courage of our commanders, and
the unparalleled intrepidity of our feamen, hav-
ing been long felt and acknowledged in many
important naval conquefts, but particularly in
THRrREE ILLUSTRIOUS VIcToORIss over the navies of
France, Spain, and Holland, it were {carcely to
be expected they would again attempt any enter-
prize of importance upon that element which
HAILS BRITANNIA FOR HER MONARCH, and, under
{God, THE UNRIVALLED RULER OF THE WAVES!—Yect
how did France mcet thefe diffafters? why, by a
formal denunciation of our monarchy, in all its
parts ; which fhe openly threatened utterly to abo-
Iifh, by an infolent and vain boaft to plant the
Tree of Anarchy Cavnage and Rapine (mifcalled //-
berly) 1n the very heart of our Metropolis; and
her tri-coloured flag toerect triumphantly overthe
Britifh ftandard on the Tower or our Lonpon!!!

The pofhbility of this daring and infulting pro-
ject of France arifing from the impending treaty
tor peace with Germany, her prevailing influence
in the counfels of moft of the neighbouring mari-
time {tates, added to her own immenf{e power, all

directed to the {ubduing of Oxe LirrLe IsLanDp,
| {ccmed
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{cemed to afford {fome caufe for alarm to our Go-
vernment. It ferved at the fame time to dupe
and deceive all the blind adherents of their own
faction, whether 7z or out of France. It was the
formal declaration, and, apparently the determi-
ned purpofe of a government, which had for a
length of time demonftrated a wonderful capa-
city 1n realizing many of it’s worft intentions,
which, ftung with jealoufy at our profperity,
could not reprefs it’s refentment; whole teme-
rity was inflamed to rage by the rapid and con-
ftant {fuccefs of 1t’s numerous armies, which 1t
was neceflfary to keep in motion, and which 1t
dared not difband—and which ftcod pledged to
the undertaking it had avowed fo pofitively, and

in {uch vaunting terms, in the face of all Europe,
that the attempt could not be abandoned without
the imputation of the higheft difgrace and mor-
tification.

But fee ¢ bow the mighty ave fallen I’ mavk bow
“ God hath brought dowwn their flrength in theiv jour-
““ ney,”” and baffled completely all their migh-
tieft threats and exertions! ¢ At this moment

¢« the wretched remains of her naval force, are
““ either fhatrered to pieces, or blocked up in
*¢ portg.’’¥

C 2 After

L - .
* Sece Mr. Pirr’s reply to Sx. JouN SincralR's objection to the aug-
mentation of our scamen, |
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After all thefe gigantic threats of invafion, ap-
propriating for it’s pretended accomplifhment,
the flower of her troops, and the firft and moft
fortunate of her generals, ftiling TueM the Army
of Ewngland, and wuim the Congueror of Italy, the
unnatural heaving of this huge mountain only
brought forth one {olitary armament in one of
her Mediterrancan ports !

- Thc profound myf{tery in which this mighty
equipment was enveloped—the rumours raifed
and indufiricufly propagated;—and the wonders it
was to perform——{illed all the gazettes of Iturope
for fome months with nothing but f{iction and
romance.

At length, it was generally apprehended, that
the real object of this formidable expedition,
was intended for the conqueft of our territories
in India, by a route over land, which no army had
ever trode or cxplored. Iivery pretext calculated
to miflead was readily {een through by thie pene-
trating eye of our Government; and a {quadron
immediately difpatched in purfuit of theadven-
turers. It pleafed the Almighty to fuffer them
to difembark their army, and the Land of Loypt,
under the fovereign authority of a Power with
whom they were at that time in the profeffron of

the ftricteft peace and amity, was {uddenly over-
{pread
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{pread and infefted with plagues, ten thoufand
times more noxious and deadly than all thofe,
which rendered her {uflerings {o confpicuous in
Sacred Hiftory.

But although the French army made good their
landing, and c{caped the vengeance due to thelr
criimes, (1f 1ndeed they have efcaped) ye DPREAD-
FUL was Ibe CATASTROPHE <ehich awailed iheir
fleet.  Afraid of encountering our fhips in
the open fca, they fteered for Alexandria, by
a circuitous courfe, not frequently ufed by
fhips of large burthen. [ere, 1n the very
mouth of the Nirg, they were arrefted by
the immediate hand of God, ¢ who feems to
““ have chofen the arm of the BriTisum SeamaN to
“ punifh, in a foreign land, the horrible crimes
““ committed in their own and other countries;
““ and by this fignal interpofition to have taught
““ the wavering powers of IRurope,—to have
““ taught Frazce herlelf, in the midft of her
““ corruption, that—wickedine/s ¢s not always fic—
““ cofsful’?

Here, then, our undaunted countrymen, eager
for the fight, and animated by the Heroifinz of
thelr srave commanders, bore down upon them
with fuch irrefiftible fpirit and confummate {kill
aS COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED THEM ,

in
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In the courfe of THirTY-six Idours this
mighty enterprize was fhaken to the foundation,
and the Wrore Fieer, with one or two excep-
tions, was either Taxen, Brown upr, Sunxk, or
Destrovep ! !

All the energies of language are 1inadequate to
defcribe the glory of this memorable day. No
battle was ever better fought, nor victory more
decifive.

It 1s ealier to obferve the certainty and the
importance of the confequences which will fol-
low this glorious defeat, than to eftimate their
extent.

It has certainly leffened the glory of France in
proportion as it has magnified our own. It has
infulated, and, probakbly, for ever cut off the re-
treat of her prime battalions, from the refources
of the mother-country, and left them in an un-
healthy and inhofpitable land, ftruggling with
wretched hope, and the {port of every defperate
expedient fuggefted by extraordinary emergency.
It has nearly annihilated all her marine, and ex-~
pofed her coafts both at home and abroad to the
attacks of her infulted enemies. It has opened
the eyes of all the political ftates in the world to
the fovereignty of the Britifh Navy, and it may

have already created {fuch a confederacy among
the
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the nations of Europe as may check her rage for
conqueft, dominlon, and plunder, and ultimately
confine her within her ancient limits.

And thefe conjectures are in fome degree con-
firmed by ¢ that general joy which has burft forth
““ without care or caution; and which proves the
““ general {fentiment of all governments and na-
““ tions towards this mbuman Republic, that
““ crufhes and infults them, that has filled the
‘““ meafure of her iniquities, and fown every
““ where around her deteftation and horror !”?

Surely then, ‘¢ the hand of the Lord is in al}
““ this,”” and we may exclaim with Holy David,
““ Blefled are the people whofe God is the Lord
‘“ Jehovah, who, in the hour of calamity, can
‘“ claim the Almighty for their friend,”’ and who
““ can {ay of their enemy, in the words of Heze-
kiah, ¢ with bsm 1s an arm of flefth, but wish us
* 1s the Iiving God, to help us, and to fight our
““ battles.”

Nor, in the blaze of this brilliant and {plendid
victory, let us lofe fight of the important {ervices
rendered to our country by the Figilance, Spirit,
and Indefatigable Afivity of that Commander and
his brave companions, who have followed up a
long {eries of gallant exploits during the war, by
the defeat and difperfion of the armament, defti-

ned
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ned for the conqueft of our Sister Kineoom. If
the deftruction of a flect, which alrecady had
traniported the troops, intended for the fubjec-
tion of India, and had thercby fulfilled the main
purpoie of 1it’s equipment, 1s {o highly meritori-
ous, 1t cannot be denied, that the complete over-.
throw of one of the moft formidable rebellions
ever remembered, and which has been fully ef-
fected by the capture of one fhip of the line, a
numerous fleet of frigates, (difperfed as they
were at great diftances from oné another,)

together with the troops, arms, {tores, ammuni-
tion, and cloathing, all exprcfﬁtf provided and
equipped for the purpofe of fufﬁporting that re-
bellion, and which might eventually have endan-
gered the {afety of thefe kingdoms, deferves in
it’s degree, every Fonour, Diftinéiion, and Reward,
which a generous Monarch can beftow, or a

grateful nation can give.

In this inftance, alfo, we recognize the watch-
tul care of Providence, whofe all-proteéting
wings have hovered over our fleets, and given
courage to our feamen 1n the awtul day of battle.
And while the names of Nerson and WARREN
{hall be immortalized in the page of hiftory, the
heroic deeds of our mariners will excite the ad-

- miration of ages to come, and prove to the
world,
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world, that the inhabitants of Great Britain con-
tinue to be, what they have ever been, a bng{y'
Savoured people !

But while thefe inconteftable evidences, that
the God of our fathers is ftill with us, and that
he goeth forth with our armies, inf{pire us with
fure truft and confidence in his government, it
1s ncverthelels incumbent on us, to ufe thofe
means of defence with which we are furnifhed by
his good providence. And nothing can tend
more effectually to fruftrate the defigns of our
relentlefs foes, than that martial {pirit, which
has for fome time paft pervaded, and at this
moment animates, all orders of the community.
Our youth every where fly to arms with ardor,
fubmit to difcipline with patience, and imbibe
the military Ipirit fo univerfally, that the whole
kingdom has affumed a warlike appearance; and
every citizen that venerates his king and loves
hls country, is eager to become a {oldier. |

Thefe reflections will naturally refleét on the
minds of this audience the zeal and alacrity with
which You, GentLeEMEN, have generoufly taken
up arms for the defence of your country, and for
the fecurity and protection of every tender re-
gard that can {weeten the enjoyment, or increafe

e comfiorts, of life.

IR I hope,
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I hope, therefore, I thall not be thought to
deviate very far from the {Ipirit of this day’s {o-
lemnity if I embrace this opportunity for addref-
ﬁng a few words to You, the Officers, Non-com-
miflioned Officers, and Privates of the Epcware
and Litrie STANMORE ASSOCIATED VOLUNTEERS.

Your attendance in the houfe of God this day,
may be confidered, as no doubt it was intended
to be, a pious and {olemn dedication of every fa-
culty of your mind and body, and even of life
itf{elf, fhould it be required, for the defence and
protection of the Church of England, the Statc
and Conftitution of Great Britain, in King,
Lords, and Commons; and for the fecurity o&f
our domeftick peace.

And of all the volunteer corps that have been
formed during the prefent war, no one, as far as
my knowledge reaches, has taken up arms with
more difinterefted zeal, and true patriotifm, than
You, GenTLEMEN, who have the honour to be en-
rolled 11z this Afiociationr. You have one merit,
at leaft, to boaft of, which I believe no other
fociety of this nature can claim: T mean, that
the meafure was the pure refult of your own pa-
- triotic {pirit. When you firft commuuicated to me
your offers of {ervice, you had neither the rich

nor the powerful to affift your endeavours, or en-
courage
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courage your zéal. The pecuniary affiftan: e you
have fince received has been {mall, very {mall
indeed, compared with your own privaiz dif-
burfements, or with the importance and 1 {eful~
nefs of your undertaking: and the indiv.ual
fubfcription that was refolved upon at your
laft meeting fhews, that the fame liberal fpirit,
by which you were at firft actuated, is in no degree
abated or deprefied.

Thefe particulars, together with the diftin-
ouifhed alacrity which marked your affociating
in the firft inftance, (for if I am correlt more
than one hundred perfons enrolled themfelves
within the {pace of one hour,) your cheerful
compliance with the toil and fatiguc neceffary in
the difcipline of a {oldier; and your regular. at-
tendance on your military duty, at times often
inconvenient to your private occupations, are
highly honourable to the corps, aufpicious to its
proiperity and continuance, and greatly deferving
the praife of your friends, and the public at
large. Your patriotic conduct is an unequivocal
pledge of the {pirit and views that will regulate
and determine your actions in the arduous day of
trial.  Far, indeed, be {fuch a day from you, er
any of your brave affociates in arms! But thould
Providence permit {fuch an event to take place,

D2 Vil



28 A  SERMON.

we have full confidence you will acquit your-
felves like Encrisumen, and do ample credit to
your own characters and our partiality, in every
part of the conflict you may be called to {uftain.

I am well aware it is not becoming in me, ef-
pecially from this place, to arrogate the province
of didtating to you, how beft to fulfil your mili-
tary obligations. 1 would rather wifh to recom-
mend to your perufal a patriotic {fermon ¢ On
‘¢ the defence of our country,’’” lately preached
in the neighbouring Parifh-church of FHendon,*
addreffed to an aflociation nearly {imilar to your
own, and organized upon the fame principles
and regulations, which, allow me to f{ay, I had
the honour to {uggeft to you at your firft mect-
ing.

But, that I may leave nothing undone within
the compafls of my weak abilities, fuffer me to
folicit your attention to a few leading points.

And firft, our {teady and affectionate loyalty .
is juftly due to our Sovereign Lord the King, in
return for his long-tried and patriotic love to us
his fubjects. The King is the true f{ervant of
God, and the exemplary Father of his Country.
He has al{o a claim to our love and veneration for

his
¢ The discourse here recommended breathes the true spirit of piety, wis~

dom and loyalty, and does honour to the heart and understand-
ing of thc author, Dr. Martin Irinder, of Mill-Hill, Hendon.
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his conftant endeavours to eftablifh our welfare,
both in church and {tate, as well as our mo{t cor-
dial thanks for the appointment of fuch his pre-
{fent Minifters, by whofe unfhaken integrity, and
loyal attachment the King’s dignity and deareft in-
terefts have been fupported and preferved in the
moftarduous trials, and by whofe tranfcendent abi-
lities our country has been defended, and exalted in
charaéter and merit above all the nations of the
world. It is your duty to prove yourfelves wor-
thy of thefe bleflings, by a due attention to the
rights of others as well as your own,—by conde-
{cenfion to the lower orders, courtefy and civility
to the higher ranks ;—Dby a refpectful and obe-
dient attachment to your officers, and a mutual
affection and forbearance one towards another,
as comrades and town{men, imbodied in one fo-
cial caufe; and, on all occafions, by making it
your glory to honour and obey the King, and ail
that are put in authority under him. Thefe ob-
fervations are moft honourable to yourfelves, and
very eflential to the character of a good Englifh-
man and a {oldier.

We are confident, that herein you will never
difappoint our expectations. I have the pleafure
to fay, that thefe favourable ideas are entertained
of the whole corps, by your neighbours and fel-
low-{fubjects: and it not only does me honour,

but



but affords me alfo real fatisfaction, thus publicly
and explicitly to declare them in the hearing of
both you and them,

I have now only to recommend you to the gra-
cious protection of Almighty God! May his
ftrength be glorified in you ;—may our Church
and ftate find in you able and faithful defenders;
—may God’s divine {pirit be your guide and
comfort, and blefs all your endeavours for pre-
{erving the public tranquility, and for faving us,
and all that is dear to us, from the woes and mi-
{eries of foreign invafion and domeftic tumult!

To conclude :—Chriftianity is always practi-
cable 1n fome or other of its {everal duties; and
every act that originates in a truly religious {pirit
is true and proper praife to God. Let us, then,
render him our higheft praife and thank{giving
for all, and particularly for his late mercies
vouchfafed unto us:—Ilet us make his will the
rule and motive of our thoughts, words, and ac~
¢tions :—let us run the way of his command-
ments, that our hearts may be improved, and
our lives amended :—let us examine every refo-
lution, and every defign, by the unerring rule of .
his Gofpel; looking up to him as the ¢ Father
of all Mercies,”> who will not {uffer us to fail, if
we be diligent, faithful, and obedient :—let us
gver condudt ourfelves, as thofe who are con-

{cious
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fcious, that ¢ The Lord is nigh unto all them
‘“ that call upon him, yea all {fuch as call upon
““ him faithfully :>—let us exprefs our grati-
tude, ¢ not only with our lips, but in our lives,
‘“ by giving up ourfelves to his fervice, and by
““ walking before him,’’ henceforth ¢ in righte-
““ oufnefs and true holinefs.”’

Having now offered up our fervent prayers to
the Almighty for fuccefs in all our lawful under-
takings, both by {ea and land, and our unfeigned
thanks for the gracious aid we have lately expe-
rienced, let us not, as men and Chriftians, forget
to entreat him to foften the hearts of our enemies,
to abate their pride, afluage their malice, and in-
cline them to offer fuch terms of equitable and
permanent reconciliation, as may accord with the
honour and dignity of our Sovereignand his king-
““ doms: fo that ¢ Peace and Happinefs, Truth
““ and Juftice, Religion and Piety, may be efta-
“ blifhed amongit us for all generations !’”

Now to God the Father, God the Soun, and God

the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed all Glory and dom:.-
nionr, both now and for ever. Amen.

THE END,



