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OLOMOfN is:. recommendmg fo'dom as‘ the f'axreﬂ:"
pofileflion, . and :more: valuable than cvcry other acqul—'
- fitlang: Struck -with its: fupenei" excellencé; he gives

a- lame .apd-glevatediencoryiam of its reprelenting it under

the poetical figure of a perfonage ofthe  higheft dlgmty-—-
¢ as dwelling with God from the beginning, when the
¢ - mountains, wece brought forth, ‘wheh ‘the heavens were

“ preparing,rand.the Almighty ftt>a compaf's on-the face
‘* of the deep.”’i::Andwone branch -of the: chara&e&' o WifL

dom .is-that in ouritext~¢¢ By me kmgs relgn, "and’princes
¢ decree juftice.”
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FroM which words I fhall take occafion,

I. To illuftrate this truth—~That it i1s by wife and di-
vine appointment that civil government obtains in the
world, and

II. THAT our acknowledgments and praifes are due to
Almighty God, or all'the public advantages and bleflings
which are derived to us from government,

For the Fiurft—Government is the inftitution of God.
He has laid the foundation of it 1n the frame and conf{titu-
tion of cur nature, and wrought the materials of all civil
policy into our very compofition and make. Our wants
and neceflities oblige us to cling togethér by coalitions ot
this kind ; and our.different pafiions -ahd affections afe a
{fort of natural cement, which incorporate us into civil fo-
cietics, and ftrongly unite us by the common tie of mutual
intereft and fatisfa&ion. TN

SocieTvy 1s the proper elemernt of fuch beings as we
are, out of which we cannot’ {fubfift ; and, whatever fup.-
pofitions may be made .of a;ftate- of mature, there never
was, not; ever could be, fuch a ftate, at leaft of any conti-

| nuance,
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nuance, previous to focigty. ;To this ous necefiities oblige
us to fly for fhelter and. protection. Our focial affections
make us chufe and delight in it. The idea of a counsry,
cr conftitution, 1s common to people in all parts of the
world ; and we find a npatural affeCtion for it to prevail

among men, as evidently as that of parents for thecir off-

{pring, or as that which prevails among perfons of the
fame family.

/

ApDn to this—We have a f{cnfe of honour, a defire of
elteem and reputation, which could never be gratified, but
upon the fuppofition of our being formed for fociety. And,
upon this fuppofition, we fee the wife intention of it in
our natures, as.an incentive to great.and worthy aétions—
to purfue a common and public wtereft, and to fignalize
ourfelves by a generous ambition (even .contrary to private
iatereft, and, 1 fome cafes, with the entire facrifice of 1it)

to promote the rood of the community to which we be-

Iong.

I onvry touch upon ‘thefe outlines in our .compofition,
not {o much to prove that we are formed for fociety (of
which there can hardly be a doubt) .as to illuftrate the
wildom, as well as the patzrnal goodnefs, of the Deity, in

matanyg
L
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making f{uch a kind promﬁon for the eafe, fccunty, and
happinefs of -human Tife_to fhew’ thit govcrnmemt is - the
ordinance of -God<-that' the ongmal of it ‘is’ dfvmc' dand”
that zll that fecurity, pleafurt, and comfort we ‘derive
from it, cometh from the Father of mercxes, &€ the Gwer
s of cvery good and perfeét glft. S IR SR

i a . ™ H . - - ' L]

! -+ J - "-:" .1:.: o ‘;- -:'.
1 - r - - L] —

- - F W = E-‘ i d [ 4 " t 4

- Ira fupério:'Wifdomr had not previoufly laid the foun-
dations of civil policy in the conftitution of our natures,
where muft the great ftatefman and the lawgwer have
learnt their admired wifdom ?— If “there-had- not been ‘fet-
tled, antecedently, fuch a conftitution~fuch an otder in:
our. ‘natures—fuch paffions, principles, and affeGtions of
mind; “both ' private - and:- focial, “what splans‘ could have
been formed ?~~W hatrrules :of - political fcience have been
laid down ?~—~Where muft have:been their materials for
ere&mg the fabric of :any. civil eftablifhment P—-I—Iow muft
they have been' capable, .at:ally of contriving to unite con~ -
traricties—to. balancei.oppofite_interefts—to. fix the proper
checks of power, fo as to make an union and concord
from the whole—to give force and power for the execution
of law. and . juftice; :and. yet  to réftrain it within fuch
bounds, .as not to .becanie :opprefiive and" injurious to the
people P—-Whenue could-ffthey forefee the probable opera- |

S D R T X - tlen
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tion of' laws, or underftand how to apply them to thc
hopds, cands feapy> and the!! viiHus. padio‘ns o’f" maner?d
both to ftimulate them to virtue, and- alfd - to r’eﬂ:‘ram them

from what would be hurtful to foc1ety? o~
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THI‘S 1s ' the’ Pl“ov’idedc f"" Nature;’ e -the’ W:fdom of
the God: of -Nasare,” whith téiches' them, Elnd fhéws thofe
{prings -‘and . ‘principles which are the’ foundatlon of atl”
knowledge of -this kind; -'v7z. ‘both how t0 f'orm, hnd_ alfo
how to-condudt 'the Machihe of ‘Govérnment. -~ =

SuaLr therefore the founders of fates and kin gdan{s,
wife {tatefinen and lawgwers, be had ‘in’ fuch Ingh venera-
tion—their praifes be ‘fourided forth} Both “itv' their own
and in fucccedmg ages, and: their Yheaijories be revered thh
applaufe. and gratitude, for the good 'fervices they havc
done mankind?~Yes. Unentied 'be the- Hoh,o”trlﬂrs whlch
they have deferved !—But then, Tet s ot forget the Source
and Fountain of all Bleflings—that fuperiour and “match-

lefs Wifdom which }ays the ground-work ﬁnd Baﬁs of all
Law and Gavernaient—that ‘Wifdom' by which e’ ngs

‘¢:reign, and Princes decree Juﬁi’ae ‘and | WﬁlCIl has dl.- |
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rc&ed mankmd té this neceﬁ'ﬁfy f::{péﬂivt::r"r;i:lt ﬁfor the fccur;fx.:ﬁ '
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of their perfons, their properties, aud every thing they
hold dear and valuable.

Acrin—Not only the criginal of government muft be
afcribed to God, the great Author of our natures, but
o the wifdomm ot any particular conftitution, and the
{xitful cftablifbment of any political community, for pro-
moting the true end of government—the peace and wel-
fare of =z p(:Ople-—-mu& be afcribed to the fame caufe.

Govern»eNT is the Ordinance of God in general. In
this he acts with the fame variety which appears in all his
works, and allows of great difference as to the forms and
mpdes of it.  Soiwne of thele arc vaftly preferable to others,
di':t‘wering the right purpofe and 1ntention of all govern-
ment; which is, the punifhment of cvil-doers, and the

pma.mft;on of them that do well,

o

[SE

Co«z TITUTIONS in the body pohtu_ as -COnLitutions
of the nat aral body, C]If'(ul'. Some are more firm, . healthy,
and robu& Others are we ak_, infirm, and tubject tp more:
dliOdegﬁ'rs ; nor is the happine(s of particndar per{fons more
affcéted by the -crails and temperature of the one, than

that
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that of a whole pe0p]e 15 by the other. The virtues and
vices, the gemus, manners, and cuftoms, and alfo the
cafe and fecurity of a people, are principally derived hence.

PossinrLy the worﬁ eftablithments—the moft ablolute
and defpouc emplrcs-—-arc much better than no govern-
ment at all. But the fehuty of a gooci one 1s among the
richeft bleflings that Heaven beftows upon men. It malkes
every thmg to ﬁnﬂe where it takes place, and the face of
nature to wear a gay dnd chearful afpect. ¢ It makes the
¢« mountains to rcjoice, and the vallies to f{ing for joy’ —
changes the barren foil and the defert wafte into a well
cultivated garden, and a land of fruitfulnefs and plenty—
ogives encouragement to induflry, the flourifhing of arts
and fciences, and is alfo promotive of nobler fruits—of
great characters, brave cxpioits, fublimity of fentiment,
and the virtucs of fortitude, patience, public {piritednefs,

with whatever the human mind i1s formed to conccive as

excellent and worthy.

Tue reverfe of all this happens, and the defolation botls
of land and people (even where all the other advantapes

of foil and fituation are united) mufl cnfuc, when Op-
preflion
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pr'eﬁ‘l_bn"énd Tyranny reign, and {pread their baneful influ-
ence around them. v

WHEREVER, therefore, fo great and diftufive a blefling
cbtains, as that of an exccllent Conflitution and Govern-
ment, where the Laws govern—a blefiing which involves
in 1t many others—have we not all poffible grounds of joy
and gratitude ?—DBut gratitude to whom ?—Not only to the
more immediate caufes (inftruments, rather) of the pub-
lic felicity, but furely to the Firft Caufe and Original—
even to ‘¢ i by whom Kings reign, and Princes decree
‘“ juftice ;” whofc Providence prefides over all the king-
doms and nations of the earth—gives the dire&ion to all
fecondary caufes, and governs all the changes and revolu-
tions, which happen on this little globe through wild
ambition, the caprice ot poewer, and lult of dominion, to
the nobleft and beft of purpofes, though infcrutable to the
view of our jhort-fighted underftundings.

Axt, as the excellency of a good Conftitution and
Form of Government, {o the wife and juft Adminiitration
of it, is a blefling for which Almighty God challenges
the praifc and gratitude of a nation. ks Providence raifeth |

up
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up one, and putteth down another—brings upon the ftage
of power the Oppreflar, to {courge a people for their fins,
or ladges the adminiftration in the hands of the wife and
Juft, to blefs and protet mankind,

THE beft conftitution will lofe its effect, if nat wifely and
juftly adminiftred. No barrier, no fence can be raifed, for
{ecuring the rights, and liberties, and happinefs of a pecople,
which will be effeCtual again{t the luft of power and ambi-
tion in bad minds. But the happinefs of a good form and
conftitution of Government is complete, when the execu-
tion of its intention, and fpirit of its laws, falls into the
hands of thofe who prefide with capacity and 1ntegrity——
watch as guardians over the welfare and happincfs of 2
people, and confider their power and prerogatives as a f{a-
cred truft, for which they are accountable to God and Men;
when Law is made the_ meafure of Government, and is al-

lowed its free courfe, without partiality and prejudice.

AND, éonﬁdcﬁng the infirmity of humanity—the temp-
tations which adhecre to oreatnefs and powcr—the firength:
of genius and capacity requifite to bear the weight of Go-
vernment, and to condudét the important affairs of it with
fteadinefs, courage, and prudence, amid{t the ftorms of fac-

B tion,
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tion, contending interefts and paffions at home, and the
threats of danger from foreign enemies; it will appear a
molt faveurable indulgénce of Providence, when one fitteth
at the helm who 1s capable of fteering and piloting a peoplc
fafe through fo many furrounding dangers.

Trirs 1s a Blefiing as rare as it 1s great, granted now and
then in mercy to fome peculiar people—a blefling fo truly
Divine, that we can no where derive its origin but from
above—{rom that great and good Being ¢ by whom Kkings
‘¢ reign, and princes decrec juftice,”

Anp furely, if not a fparrow falleth to the ground with-
out our heavenly Father’s notice—if the very hairs of our
head are all numbered—if there is a Providence ever vigi-
lant over individuals, ordering thofe cvents in which their
own perfonal fafety and happincfs are concerned, we can-
not be fo unreafonable as to exclude it in the greater and
more general concerns, where the fate of numbers, the pro-
{perity or adverfity, the fafety or ruin of a whole people, 1s
at flake. Shall we praife the Inftrument and not the IHand
that guides it ?—In fuch events muft we {top at the fecond
cauics, and exhauft all our acknowledgements, admiration,
and gratitude on them, forgetful of the firft caufe—that fe-

——

Ccrct



[ 11 ]

cret and powerful hand of Providence which ftations each
man in his particular province, afligns him his fphere of
duty and action; and, let me add, qualifies and capacitates
him for the right difcharge of it.

THUs every advantage derived to us from Government-—
the fupply of all our wants and necefiities—the many con-
venicnces, pleafures, and embellithments of life—~the pro-
tection and fecurity which it gives both to our perfons, and
all that we pofleis and enjoy, are originally the gift of God.
To his fupreme wif{dom and goodnefs are we 1ndebted for
the inftitution of it in general, as wellas for the peculiar ex-
cellence 1n the form and conftitution of it; and alfo to his
Providence are we indebted, which direés all events, for
the wife and prudent, the legal and upright, adminiitration

thereof.

To that great and good Being, therefore, whofe kingdom
is over all, it i1s juit that we look up, and both offer our
acknowledgements for all public and national advantages,
and alfo place our confidence in the fame vigilant Provi-
dence for the continuance of them.

WuaaTt
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WnaT peculiar obligations our natfonal advantazcs lay
us under, muft be detern¥inéd by the fenfe and feeling we
have of them. And furely they are not {o few, that they
(hou'd elcape our obfervation. Indced, they are many, and
great, and obvious. IFor all that, we are too apt to over-
ook them. We have them with fuch conftancy and fo
little interruption, that they are enjoyed, like the daily blef-
fing of the Sun’s light, without a ftriking fenfc of their
value.

Bur it has pleafed the Almighty Ruler of INations to
awaken us to fome better fenfe of our public advantages, by
awfully admonifthing us, in his late affli¢tive vifitation of
thte kingdom in the perfon of the Sovercign, how foon He
could deprive us of them, and how wretched we fhould be
in the lofs, or even in the {fufpenfion of them for any con-

fiderable fpace.

UnDpER the national alarm and general concern for the
confequences of a continued inability 1in his Majeity to go-
vern in perfon, we feemed to be learning the value of thofe
bleflings which, with too much {upinenefs and ingratitude

to the Author of them, we had enjoyed under a mild and
gracious
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gracious government, In the view of danger we recollelt
ed our paft fecurity ; and in the fear of judoments bLefore
us, we began to think upon the mercies we had experienced.

How clearly might we difcern the 1mportance of legal
and fettled Government, while it was withdrawn from u.
in the incapacity of the Sovereign, who only, under God,
could fully and effectually di{penfe the bleflings of it to his
fubje&s l—How much more juftly may we eftimate the
worth of that form of Government under which we live—
How much more highly than ever muft we prize thc vir-
tues and wifdom of the Monarch who guards and upholds
it, now that we have feen danger arife to the one, and found

the want of the other 1n an intcrruption of their operﬁtion,

Or the importance of thefe bleflings we muit be
worfe than ftupid not to be convinced by the diffentions
and confufion which but a fufpenfion of them occafioned,

and which, under a continuance of it, might have rifen to
fuch a height as to furpafs the efforts of Adminiftration

(wanting the fupport and countenance of their Royal Maf-
ter) to compofe them, and prevent their fatal effelts.

How
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How were all good and.loyal men filled-with. apprehen-
ﬁon at the thought of coming under. the Government of

untned authortty l—How.flow to adrpit it even when guard-
ed and bounded by the wifdom of Parliament !—How
dreadful then to have fallen. into ,the,_han~d;s-=...-_an;d under the
management of thofe. men who, void of all apprehenfion
and concern. for, the..confequences. of “it-to-the nation at
large, feemed gratified .with .the thought of a change, and
cager, to admit new authonty without. refteiction—~eager to
fee a. Sué/eﬁ yefted. W;}h the plemtudc of Regal. power |-~
W hat had we, not to fear frpmp men. ‘wha, ready to take gde
vantagc of Roya,lty in diftrefs.to ferve their. interefted -and
ambxtx}ous views,: oppofed,. wu:h unexampled Andscency, all
the juft and; falgltaarx,gmafuges Whmh a, virtuous and upright
Adnnmftranon were takmg for the fecunty of the State, the
fafety of his M%qﬁy s; perdang.and, for.the comfort and fatis-
fa,t‘.;’cmn of hig: Royal, Confpgg under. the[,mcxpfc@_ble CON-
<_:£rn_wh1ch muﬁ: arifc, #({epdgr fympathy, and.dangsr: to
the deareft of com;)cxlons ?-—W.ha,t {cenes of tymult and dif-
cordance zmght the continued efforts-of thefe men. to puth

themfelycs inta. power,, have, even by this. timey; pxhxbn:ed '

w»
IIIIIIII

th, from the firft notice. of. Royal, mﬁ.l;m,lzty, ﬁemed to en~

joy the occaﬁon it gave them to collect and animate theu'

Ty ‘.‘-‘.T : ,. party‘

!



[ 15 ]

party=—who were foon not athamed to avoiv their views, and
even -to exult in the affurance of fueceedmg in their aim to

unfettle the order of Government, fo happlly and W1fc]y
eftablifhed by his Majefty ! |

_'AND what now if it had pleafed God (I fhudder at thc
thought) to have prolonged his affliGive vifitation till this
had taken place—to have reftored the Soverexgn to his peo-
ple, but only with concern to view their altered fituation,

to find his approved fervants difplaced, thofe in power who
bave not the conﬁdence of their fellow-{fubjects, and thofe

under dxﬁ'egard whom the King had delighted to honour ¢

- But—bleffed be God !~~who has reffored the ng m'
much comfort to his people—who caufeth them to rejoice
together this day ‘before the Lord-——-who hath gwen him to
fee his fubjects fafe from the ﬂorm of fa&i6f1, umn_]ured in

ft"{‘:

their privileges, unmoved from theu' attachment to the So-"

vereign; and unfhaken from their rnerlted conﬁdence in thofe";
whom he has placed in authonty underhtm R

r N - ‘ i ] r l-r
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Bleﬂ'ed be. that ovef-ruhng Pcbwcr and. Providence - which
hath fo gracioufly interpofed in our béhalficwarded -off- the--
danger which threatened us, and, after trying us Wlth a

temporary' Want of Regal 'mthorlty, fp chcntml n the confti- .

T.ltLIZlOll;
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and welfare of the realm, has reﬁ;oxe& thls bleﬁing to us. in.

a mofit feafonable and alranl: myraculeus re-eftablithment of
his Ma_]ef’cy S health R P

IT remains, that we teceive-this great and. ﬁgnal hlefling
with all thankfulnefs to. the Giver of it, even to that great:

and good Being, ¢ by Whom the K.mg ftill relgns, and s’
¢ enabled to decree_juﬂ;lce to h1$ people..-- .. -

Pt oL 4 v ! 1
= i

AND now, my brethrcn, in: fervour of gratxtude to the
Divine Bemg we cannot exc.eed - But we ma), in the ex-

preflion of-out joi-before frich’ - -H‘oWever, if Tnithé time of

our rejommg we are ~actuated. 'with .3 trug- {gnfe of God’s
ooodnefs and mercy to u and | duly confider, that the glory

- 14 &

of the'S'alvatlon7 Wthh we thlS day cogmelnorate, belong_.
eth unto God th1$ W1Ll temper oMf jOys ;eg«ula;gg,,gm COn-.

{1y 11

du& m the outward exprefﬁpn ofut, render, 1it. dccent. and .

_..-,l - e

becommg the folemmtles we have been engaged in, and

(an&ify the mdulgence of _thofe tranfpo,rts which :happy
fubjects muft feel for the ref’coratlon of their beloved ng

to. health, and: thetein: for their regalmng the blciﬁrigs of
his mild and gramous Govcrnment.- - a

L1

L
rims -

Now unto God only Wlfe, our Creatqr, Redqemer, an,d
nét:ﬁer,. bé alcribed all pralfe, World without end. Amen.



