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. _PSALM XVL6 ,
The Lines are fallen to me in pleafant
Places ; yea I bave agoodly Heritage,

%\WQ%T becomes us, not only at all times, to
KK—FK maintain a grateful {enfe of the vari-
X ] I | X ous undeferved favours of our hea-
YX-——-\(}:\ venly Father, and to ofter to_him our
FIOKIR private and daily-repeated afcriptions
of pralle in our feveral habitations ; but fince we
are focial creatures, and our concerns and interefts
are connelted together, and the Creator of the uni-
verfe 1s our common Lord, it becomes us alfo, upon
fome f{et times, in a public manner, to join our hearts

and voices, to render to him our united thankfgiv-

Ings, for his manifold goodnefs and bencficence.

Axp it is not only fit and reafonable, that we
fhould affociate and affemble together, to offer our
thankful acknowledgments to God, upon thofe

weekly-recurring holy times, which he hath appoint-
of ed
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ed for this purpofe, in his facred word ; “but alfo,
that upon fome other times, we thould focnal]y agree
and engage in this grateful employment, ¢fpecially
when the favourable providence of heaven gives us

great occalion therefor.

AND as’every révolving year is crowned with in-
numerable inftancesof the divine bountyand benevo-
lence 5 .1t muft be allowed to be a moft reafonable
fervice, to unite in offeting an annual tribute -of
gratitude to our heavenly Father ; and to fpend a
day together, 1n folemn devout recognitions of the
warvellous loving kindneffes of him, wboﬂe eyes are Con-

tivally agon us for good.

AND as this day is appointed by the civil magi-
ftrate, to be oblerved as a day of public thank{giv-

ing, for the-numerous bleflings of providence thower-
ed down upon vs, thro’ the courfe of the pafiing’
year, let us herein facrifice amto the Lord, wiik vhe:

voice of thank[giving, and pay ovur grateful homage
to the NMoft High.—And rhay the benehits, which our
all-merciful Creator has beftowed upon us, (denefits,

not only great ini themfelves, but cightned from this’

confideraion, that they are beftowed upon worthlefs,
{infal worms of the dufl,) inkindle in our breafts a
warmth of facred aff: Etimn that fo, our offerings,
~ this day, may be fuperior to a bare, formal cuftom-
ary prefontation of our bedies before the Lard, and
of fuch a fpintual nature, as to mect withi the divine

acceptance, thro’ Jefus Chriff, the Richtecus,

Tue words, which I have read to you, are very
proper to turn our tho’ts into a chanel {uirable to

the prefent oecafion,  They naturally ledd us to me-
rate
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ditate upon the various diftinguifhing mercies, which
the great Author of all good has conferred upon s,
for which we cannot too frequently pay our grateful
acknowledgments to him. ~

» Tye pfalm containing thele words, is intitled,
Michtam of David, Micbtam is an Hebrew word, fig-
nifying fine gold ; and it is defigned to teach us, that
the pfalms to which it is prefixed, are peculiarly pre-
cious, and to be prized more than gold ; yea than
much fine gold. This pfalm contains copious matrer
of very excellent inftruétion, which, it would be be-
fide my purpofe, to inlarge upon, at this time.

Tne devout pfalmift, after exprefling the greateft
confidence and complacence in the Lord Febovab,
whom He had: chofen for tbe portion of bis inberitance,
utters the words before us, faying, the lines are fallen
to me in pleafant places 3 yea I have a goodly beritage.
He utters thefe -words, upon a recolletion of the
eminent bleffings he enjoved, under a grateful fenfe
of their proceeding from God, the exhauftible
fource of good, with religious joy and gladnefs of
heart, and with the higheft emotions of love to the
fovereign Ruler of the univerle.

Hz had a-pleafant and goodly - heritage, becaufe
-he had chofen God for tbe portion of bis inberitance,
and thad an happy fenfe of his gracious prefence and
favour. This, with the confident expeftations, which
‘e had, of eternal life, thro’ the promifed Meffiab,
(to whom he . evidently points, in this pfalm,) was
enough-to yidld him delight under any citcumftance
of life, and make every place-pleafant to him.
BT : _ . ThHose,
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Tuose, who enjoy tbe light of God’s countenaice,
have that, which {weetens the bittereft portions of
mortality, and puts gfeater gladuefs into thesr bearts,
than the largeflt abundance of this world’s goods can
poffibly excite. They rejoyce, in aflured hopes of
an incorruptible; never-fading inheritance, beyond
the grave, in the regions of immortality,—an inhe-
ritance far fuperior to, and more glorious than all the
riches, grandeur, and magnificence of this world:

Bur the pfalmift, in thefe words; may be {uppofcd
to refer chiefly to outward bieflings, and the felicity
of his temporal circomitances. His lor was caft 1 a
land under the peculiar benedition of heaven ; a-
mong a people highly favoured of the Liord with
outward profperity ; and (which deferves more par-
ticular confideration) in a land of light, ¢ wvalley of
vifion, where the true God was known and worfhip-
ped, and where people were cleatly taught from
heaven, how they might obtain favour with their

offended Creator. /

Trover God has made of one blood all the na-
tions, that dwell upon the face of the whole earth,
and is good to them all, caufing his fun to rife, and
his rain to defcend upon all places, and, in his kind
providence, providing for the comfortable fuftenance
of all people s yet, for wife ends, to us at prefent
unknowh, he makes a difcrimination between them,
exalting fome above others, by diftinguithing favouts
of providence.—We are part of a nation and people,
whom the Sovereign Difpofer of all things, has
diftinguifhed from the greateft part of the world, by
various peculiar bleflings : And each one of us, may,

with great propriety, adopt the words of the pfalmift,
and
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awd (ay, ¢be lines are fallen 1o me in pleafant places, &e!
 Now, in order to improve thefe words, as an excita-
tion to us to praife God, the author of our exiftence
and. all the happy circum{ances thereof, I purpofe
to (hew, in_ feveral paruculars, how they are applica-
ble to our condition, ftate, and circumftances in the
world,; and to make fuch refleCtions, as I go along,
as may ferve to roufe our hearts to fuitable exercifes

of gratitude:

I suaLL take it for granted, that you have faith
in the providence of God ; that you firmly believe,
that all events, whether profpcrous or adverfe, that
happefi to men, are under the direction and govern-
ment of the Almighty ; that you are fully perfuaded,
that all the outward privilege$ and advantages, whe-
ther natural civil or religious, that any perfon or
people enjoy, are not cafual events, but proceed fron
the righteous difpofal of our heavenly Father. Thi¢
being taken for granted, as what is neceflary to your
making a profitable improvement of what may be

faid, 1 will proceed as I ptopofed.

I. Our lot is fallen in an happy cl;'mafe,’ and
good land.

We live in the temperate zone, between the éx-
tremes of heat and cold. Our fammeérs are not fo
{ultry and fcorching, as theirs who live under the
/Equator, and for a confiderable dittance upon eack
fide of it. Our winters are not {o exceffive cold and
fevere, as theirs who live in fome more northern re-
gions, particularly in Lapland, Iceland and Greenland.
This happy temperature of the {eafons, in the c/imate

where providence has caft our lot, is a very agreea-
B . ble
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bie circumftance of life ; yea it is a vaft advantagé
to us in our purfuits of the comfortable enjoyments
of life, which would be greatly obftruted, by fuch
excefles of heat and cold, as the torrid and frigid
2ones are vilited with.—We live alfo in an healthy
climate. ‘'The air in general is falubrious and whol-
fome. And who knows not, that health is the
oreateft temporal blefling ; and that it is neceflary
to {weeten life, and give a relifh to every pleafant

enjoyment ¢

Nor are the lines fallen to us only in dn happy
climate, but in a good land, capable, by proper cul-
ture, of producing the necefiaries of life 1n great
abundance. Not, that I fuppofe this land calculated
for independency. I believe no part of the earth is
fitted for intire independency, though; perhaps, this
part is as well fitted for it as any.

THE great Proprietor of the world has been pleafed
fo diverfely to fcatter his bounties thro’ the feveral
parts of the earth, that zbis place abounds in many
things cowfortable, commodious, and convenient,
which that place lacks, while, at the fame time that
has an overplus of other good things which 1bis
lacks. The delign of providence in thus diftributtng
its bounties of different forts to different places, is
doubtlefs this, to teach mankind their mutual de-
pendance upon one another, and the neceffity of a
mutual correfpondence and commerce, of mutual
kindnefs and benevolence, of mutual faith, truft and
confidence, and to bind them together in unity, by
the ftrong cords of intereft,

NUMEROUS
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Numerous are the benefits that accrue to us trom
trade and commerce : And fo great, efpecially, are
the advantages, that refult from qur prefent happy
conneétion with, and {ubordination to our Mother-
country, that (far from entertaining the remoteft
with for independency) every fenfible man muft
earneftly defire the firm eftablifbment and continu-
ation thereof, fo long as we are favoured with the
unmolefted enjoyment of the rights of men, and
privileges of Britifh fubjets,—But to return,

Wk inherit a good and fertile land 5 g lend flow-

( ing with milk and bomey 3 a land, which, by fuitable
cultivation, throws out of its exuberant bofom, the
largeft. ftores of the neceffaries of life, Such is the
richnefs of the land, which we poffefs, that competent
fupplies of food and raiment, are eafily obtainable,
under the common {miles of providence. Through
honeft induftry, in fome lawful calling, join’d with
temperance, prudence and frugality, we may live as

comfortably, as any people upon earth ; yea if we
improve well the advantages, and means of tempora}

profperity, that providence has put into our hands,
we may not only acquire food and raiment conveni-
ent for us, but obtain a confiderable afluence of the
good things of this world. Indeed, fome unforefeen
unexpelted events of providence, impoffible to be
obviated by the utmoft human fkill and power, {ome-
times reduce to ftraits and neceflities, the moft in-
duftrious and prudent perfons, and keep them low,
and prevent their profpering and flourithing in the
world. But however, it is plain to obferve, that the
poverty and want of moft people among us, origi-
nate either from indolence, or intemperance, or fome
particular expenfive vices to which they are addicted,
| Bz Was

pA
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Was it not fcr floth. and lazinefs, intemperance and
~excefs, luxury, prodigality and extravagance, the
poor and necdy would be few in numbey, in comp1—

rifon with what they now are.

No one who reflets upon the plentiful provifion
of things both ntccﬁary and dehghtlome that the
earth :.~:nnuatllyr aftords to the prudent and indultrious
hyfbandman, can want conviction of the richnefs of
this part of the earth, wherein his lot 1s fallen, and
of its admirable adaptednefs to yield plentiful {tores
net only of thofe things thar. are abfolutely n{fceﬂ'arv
for the fupport but allo of thofe that are conducive -
to the eaf¢ and comfort of man, Do we not receive
its annual productions in vaft variety and rich abuu-
dance ¢ Has not this year, efpecially, been a witnels
of its riches, and of the favour of that kind provi-
dence, whlch makes the earth frmn‘ul and caufes

her to yield ber increafe ?

It is worthy of our thankful notice, this duy. that
this year has been remarkably plentiful. It is un-
tfual to reap both the former and the latter harveft
in equal aburdance. Our ordinary labours have
Been crowned with uncommon fuccels. The beauty

¢f th: Lord has been upen usy and he has greatly
blefled us'in our bafket, and in our Jhore,

Max our hearts expand with unfeigned gratitude
for thefe liberal bounties ‘of our gracious Parent in
Heaven, who, in due feafon, vifited the earth, and
water.d it,—who stade it foft with fbowers, and blefled
the /}ng:z:g thereof,—who clothed the paflures with
Hocks, and ally covered the valleys with corn,—who has

madc oitr oxcis firong to labour, and our bands fufficient
fir

|
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for us,—who has o kindly preferved and provided
for us, that there has been o breaking in, nor going
out, and no complaining in our fireets,—who bas crown-
ed the year with bis geodnefs, and caufed bis paths to
drop fatnefs, and has {o plenufully plled our garnery,
that they afford all manuer of flore,

Happy we ! If we have wif{dom to improve thefe
favours of providence aright, and to make fuitable
returns pf thankigiving to God, who has given us our
dwelling to be the fatnefs of the earth, and has poured
down his bleflings upon us, efpecially this year, ag
abe dew of beaven from above, yea as plentiful fhowers
upon the grafs, to the ena that we pght fing bis praife,
and glorify bis name.

Does it become us to zejoyce in the Lovd, and joy
in the God aur [alvatign, althe’ the fig-tree fbould nof
Zz!ajbm, and theve fhould be no fruit in the vine 3 altho’
the labour of the olive fhoald fail, and the fields fbould
yield wo meat 5 altho’ the flocks fhould be cut off from the
1old, and there fhould be no berd in the falls >—Ought
we ta refoyce in the Lord, and give thanks, even in
this cafe ? And fhall we not praife his name ! Ought
we not with grateful exultation of foul to acknow-
ledge his goodnefs when he has made the earth and
the fruit-trees thereof to enrich us largely with their
treaflures, flled our bearts with food and gladnefs, and
catfed our fheep to bring forth thoufands, and ten thou-

Jands in qur fireets !

WauEen we confider, that tho’ God might juitly
have left all men to unavoidable mifery, when fin
entred into the world, yet he is pleafed daily to vifit

qur abodes with his terzder mercies, to cloath us liber-
ally
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ally with his wool and flax, to nourith and cheer us
with his corn, wine and oyl ; when we confider, that
though, for man’s offence, he has poured the cup of
malediction upon the earth, yet he has gracioufly
tempered 1t with his goodnefs, and to us, ¢/pecially;
has been diftinguifhingly kind, in cafting eur lot in
this good land, than which, if it was put at our
o‘ptio‘n, it would be impoffibie for us to chuie a better,
all things confidered, one fitvated in a more tempe-
rate and healthy climate, and at the fame time more
fertile of the various neceflaries of life, affording us
all the bounties’ of nature, ¢ the good, the ufeful,
and agreeable ;” when we confider the many happy
years which we have feen, and efpecially the prefent,
which has been blefled with extraordinary inftances
of the diyine munificence, giving us to receive the
riches of the earth, in the moft abundant fupplies of
our feveral wants and uneceffities : When we confider
thefe things, verily we cannot want fufficient matter
to fire our hearts with fervent love and gratitnde to

our fupreme Lord, and Benefattor.

Waen David told Mephibotheth, that be fhould
eat bread continually at bis table, be bowed bimfelf, and
Jaid, What is thy fervant, that thou fbouldft look upon
Juch a dead deg as [ am 2 A moft humble acknow-
ledgment of a kindnefs ! Mephibotheth was of royal
extract, and equal to David by nature, but yet he'
recetves his kindnels with extraordinary expreflions
of thankfulnefs. Ought not we then, who are vile
finful wretches, under the humbleft fenfe of our un-
worthinefs of the leaft mercy, and with unfeigned
exertions of gratitude, to acknowledge the bounties
of the great King of Kings, who tho' he might jultly
leave us to a moft wretched forlorn gondition, ﬁrip%

2.
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of every good thing, yet in infinite compaffion, feeds
bs richly at the table of his providence, and giveth
us ricoly all things so enjoy |—Lord ! what is man,
that thou takeft knowledge of him, or the fon of man
that thou makeft account of bim ?

INGrRATITUDE, in times of calamity, whether
public or private, fixes an eye upon the dark fide of
things, mattentive to the funfhine, that illuminates
the other fide ; and forgetful of the manifold bleflings
that are mixed with all the adverfities of the prefent
life, murmurs, repines, complains, and arrains the
goodnefs of God. Nor are the murmuring lips of in-

ratitue ftopped by the greateft temporal profperity.

il a time of general plenty, the language of ingra-
titude 1s,—* Tho’ the earth has largely yielded ber
increafe, and inriched us with plentiful ftores of all
good things, yet they will fetch little or nothing in
the market ; the price of things is fo low, that we
~are not much profited by our abundance.”—It is
well if you are all clear of fuch kind of murmurings
under the prefent great plenty.

IncrATITUDE | thou child of fatan, and black
offspring of hell, avaunt. Get thee behind me, and
. be for ever banifhed from my foul. Ingratitude !
thou bane of piety and devotion, which kickeft a-
gainft the hand that feeds thee, and fpitteft in the
face of the great Giver of every good and perfeft gift,
. depart from every human breaft, and be extermi-
nated from the face of the earth, and flee to the
fhades of darknefs, the infernal regions, thy proper

feat and manfion.
THA?
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TuaT heart muft be very wrong, which gives eh-
tertainment to this infernal monfter. Thole do fo,
who pervert the good things of Providence, as fewel
to feed their lufts, to gratify their pride and vanity;
envy and malevolence, and abufe them as occafions
of various finful pleafures, {uch as rioting and revel-
ling, intemperance and debauchery.  Let us not.be
guilty of fuch ingratitude, but endeavour to honour
the Lord with our fubftance ; and (according to the
Apoltle’s direction) let us do good, be rich in $ood
works, ready to diftribute, willing 1o communicate.

Nor are thofe who pervert the bounties of hep:
ven to the purpoles of licencioufnefs, pride and ma-
lice, the only perfons who nourifh the monfter of in-
gratitude in their bofoms. Thofe alfo do fo, who
are filled with gloomy difcontent under the allot-
ments of providence.  Shall man complain of his Iot,
when 1t 1s infinitely better than he deférves § Shall
guilty man® ¢ a worth {prung from the mud,” be
diffatisfied with that portion of happinefs which the .-
unmerited bounty of Heaven has afforded him ?
Shall we, who have a moft agreeable fituation in the
world, to whom all the fprings of temporal felicity
are fet open, whom God has'loaded with fuch a valt
variety of benefits, as render our lives fweet to vs ;
fhall we, fhall any of us complain 7 Does not ¢ the .
whole creation in univerfal concert praife the Cre-
ator ?”—=Let us not refufe to join the concert.~—In-
gratitude makes a man but as a blot and blurr a-
mong the woiks of God : The ungrateful man may
therefore be properly addrefled, in the ftriking lan-
guage of Dr. South, which (unlefs my mentory fails
me) 1s as follows.—*¢ Thou ungrateful brote } Thou

¥ {candal to mankind, and to thy creation! What{hall
o fwe
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<€ we: {iy of thée; and t5 what thall w cofnpire thee d
¢ There s nothmcr iff::hiedven above;:or carth be-.»
¢ nedth, thaeis 1ike thee s . itherefore if thou wouldfk 1
““:fifid tby patillel; go 1o hell,'whieh ¢ both the re-

¢ ojoff 4hd enibiem: of thy ingratitude, for .befides
“ thyfelf, diete is riothing bur. hell 1hat1 is always“
¢ recemng, and hever reftundg SRR

"Anpif 1ngrat1tudc for the B]efﬁn < which I have
afready merntioned be'd mo{’c aHmmnable crime, 1t
muft furely be tnuch iijoreé erimitial, a' more hemoﬁs
fin, to bé anthankful for the fuPenOr favours of
Hea,ven, which I ﬁave yet to remmd you of.

H. We live under a moft . excellent conﬁltutmn‘
of civil government; andienjoy great, 4nd invaloable
civil liberties and privileges. ‘

“Fiigir mutudl dependance, #nd the' néceffities of:
their adture; oblige mianKind, if théy' would Jive:
comfortably and happlly in the world, - t6 combine"
togethier undet fome form of govefmment.. The
conftitttion of government among us'is 4 tranfcript
of that of Great-Britaln. ' The form of governments
adopted by Great-Britair, is perhaps the moft perfet
that this imperfect ftate admits of, lefs liable t6 in«-
conveniences, and more promiotive of the public.-
good, the grand end of all governtnent, than any
otfie? thiat can be imagined. This fort of govern-
nféfit is 4n harmonious mixture of Mosarchy, drifto- -
cracy; dnd Demacrdéy Monarchy i§'thie Rule of One
or-where the fupréme-power is invefted in a-fingle
perfon. driftrocacy is a form of government lodged.
i the hands of thie nobles. Democracy, is the go-:
vernihent of a ftate-by. the common people, or. by
perfons whom they {hall chufe. Now by the mix-.

tare of thefe thrée forms of government, the, confti
C tuflori

'
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tutiontof Gréal-Britain; has confiderable advantigéd
over either of the fimple forms. For fuch a com:
pounded form of government (as one obferves)
“ {preads the balfis or foundation of the conflitution
¢ wider, and makes it confequently more firm :—-
“ Draws to itlclf the principal conveniences of evety
“ form, fuch as the luftre of a Court, the grandeur
< of Nobility, the ¢afe and freedom of the people ;~—
¢ and betier. guards agdin{t the common misfortunes
«“ of every form of govetnmient, one part of the cons™
« {titution balaricing the othier.” The {fupreme dig-
nity, power and prerogative of theKing, thé honour
and_{plendor of the Nobility, the rights and liberties
of the comman People, by thiy mixture of goverhment,
are fufficiently fecured, and: fo- conneéted togethet -
that they are ftrongly byafled to confult each ‘others
good. Britifb Subjeéis enjoy as great freedom, as it
1s poflible any.fhould enjoy under any form of go-
vernment, and can never be enflaved without their
confent, or a violation of the conftitution. Ahd-here.
1-would add, that as we are Britifb Subjells, we -ate
as firmly eftablithed tn the rights of Britifh Subjeits,
by Magna Charta, the grand prop of Englifb Liberties,
as the inhabitants of Great-Britain themielves. And
thefe rights are. further confirmed to us by a Roeya/
Charter. And therefore we cannot be deprived of
our property, or any ways enflaved, without our cons
fent (by reprefentatives) unlefs both the conftitution
of Great-Britain, and our Charter, be firfl fet afide.

We have reafon to rejoyce inr the excellent formr
of government we live under, whereby we. are’ de- -
livered from oppreflion, flavery and tyranny, and .are .
fecured in the free unmolefted enjoyment of ourlives
and property ; whereby provifion.is made forthe;
redrefs of wrongs, for our fafety and fecurity, and foe:

* - the
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the curbing the lufts of men, which, was it not for
the reftraints of the civil law, would foon break forth
in fuch outrages and violences, as would diffolve the
community, and throw us into a ftate of confufion

and-anarchy.

SucH is the excellent conflitution we live vnder,
that we may Jlead quiet and peaceable lives, and every
one may 4+ down under bis own vine, and fig-tree, and
enjoy withont fear or difturbance, the fruits of hjs
labour. This affards abundant matter of thanks to
the fupreme Lord of the world, who ruleth in the
kingdsms of men, 10 whom we are ultimately beholden
“for all our civil liberties and privileges,

Ann it becomes us, at all times, to refle&, with
%ra‘teful affection, upon that moft favourable interpo-
‘fition of Providence, which we have this year expe-
rienced, whereby we are re-eftablifhed in the enjoy-
ment of the bleflings of aur excellent civil conftitu-
tion, aftey fome injurious attempts tg wreft them from
us. This year will {tand ip the apnals of this coun-
frv,as one of tbe years of the right band of tbeMuft High,
wherein Britifh dmericans,were delivered from threatn.
ing flavery, and reftored to the embraces of almoft-
exiled liberty.—The Siamp- 48 cannot be remembred
by any american fon of liberty, but with abhorrence.
We have, indeed, too great affe@ion for our gracious
- King, too high a veneration for the Parliament, and
put too great confidence in their friendly difpofition
towards America, to entertain a tho't that ¢bis 48 o-
riginated from them. We rather believe that it ob-
tained a parliamentary fan&tion, thro’ the deceitful
plaufibility, and the {pecious glofling lies, of fome
individuals, the firft contrivers of. it, who were ene-
mies to'the nation, and, for ought I know, had an
hidden intent of plunging Great Britain gnd her co-
C2 Jonics
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1anies inita one common deftru@ion. This was -the
natural tendency of the 4 3 and this wqu]d propa-
bly have been t,ﬁc canfequince, had coercive mpea-
fures&bcgn ufed to enforce i, - Apd then, what would
have become of dmerica ? What of Great-Britain ¢
1ICHABQOD might.foon havc been wrote in captjals
11p0n each of them. 'And thén (to borrow the words
of Dr. M aybm) « what ‘would become of thofe few
« {’cates, which are now free ? What of tht‘: pmte-
“ ftant rahgion » Ot b th whlch Grea! Bmﬂm T thc
main fupport. * The formtr might not lmprobablg
“ fall betore theGrand Monarch or this fide the Alps ;
« the latter hefore the fuceeffor: of the apoftle Judas,\
¢ the Grana Vicar of fatan beyond them 5 and fo, at
t¢ length one univerial defporim fwallow up all I”

By this aét we were deprived of two of tbe main
inherent rights of B;zgh/b;nen a right of taxmg our-
felves, and ‘trials by jurics. “And as thefe rights are
the life and foul of the Englifp conftitution, fo this
8 was like a dagger planted in 1ts vcry vltals In
this light, the great orator and patron of the nation,
the renowned: FITT, viewdit, as appears from a
claufe in his fpecch ngam& Lnforcmg the 441 by arms.
He is faid to have fpoken thus : <“On a good, ‘on a
¢ found bottom, the force of this country can crufh
¢ America to 'aLOmS. -—-Bur on this- ground on the
¢ S:aﬂzp A8, when fo many here will think it a cry-
“Ing mju[hcc, I am one that will lift up my hand
2 againtt it.— merica, if the fell, would fall like a
¢ ftrong man, would embrac¢ che pillars of ftate, and
“ pull down the conflitution al&zg with ber” From
the fame view of things he is alfo reported to have
faid ; “ I rejoyce that America bas refifed :* Words,
that dme*rrm may think fhe has abundant reafon to
ddapt, | ﬁru:f: (he.may 1maﬂme, that her refufing to put

: " on
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on the yoke, was a. principal mean, in -the hand. of
Providencg, of faving her from bondage. - =

TuE clouds were fometime gathering over us 5 the
thunders of liavery wounded our ears with their re.
mote - grambling noife ; the threagning flarm ap;
proached: .continually ; until upon the inaufpicious
firp. of Noyember 1765, a little more than twelye
maanths ago, our whole hemifphere was covered over
with a dark and gloomy clopd, which hynglowering
over us for fome months, threatning a dreadful defo-
lating tempeft of oppreflion, bondage, ignomipious
fervitude.  But upon the following ever-memorable
seighteenth of March, he who has the bearss of all. men
in bis band, and syrneth them whitherfoever be will,
gave us favour in the fight of our gracious King, and
difpofled him to give his royal affent to an A¢t for
revoking the fevere decree of taxation that had gone
forth againit Aimerica : As foon as the joyful newg
of which, faluted our anxious ears, light arifes in our
obfcurity, the difmal dreary clouds fle€ away, the hea-
vens recover their wonted ferenity, our hearts expand,
with joy, with cordial gratulations we welcome’ re-
viving liberty, which, with heightned luftre and
beauty, flies to our longing bofoms, while (lavery,
that brat of fatan, vanithes out of fight.

WE have already fpent a day in religious com-
memoration of this moft gracious appearance of Pro-
* vidence. But let us not look, upon that as a fuffici-
eat return_to our fupreme friend, who fo feafonably
appeared for us, delivered us-from our difimal appre-
henfions, and furned our mourning into dancing. Let
the flame of gratitude burn in our breafts, as long
as the lamp of life lafts, for this fignal deliverance,
in confequence of which we ftand, this day, free mes
before the Lord, | -

, May
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May God continue to us the inviolate enjoyment
of liberty, and tranfmit it down to the lateft pofterity.
~And as we hope for this favour, let us not abuf¢ our

liberty for a cloke of malicioufnefs or licencioufnefs, but

be careful to improve it to wife and good purpofes.

And as we value our excellent civil conftitution, and

the bleflings thereof, let us peaceably fubmit ourfelves

unto every ordinance of man for the Lord's fake, whether

it be 1o the King as fupreme 5 or unto governours as un-

10 them that are [ent by bim, for the punifbment of ¢vil
doers, and for the praife of them that do well 5 efpeci-

ally, let us fubmit ourfelves unto our divine Lord

and King; and yield a chearful obedience to his com-
matids, and an eafy fubjection to his government.—
T ben fball oar peace be as a river.——

* May propitious Heaven ever {mile upan the Eng-
lifb nation, blefs i1t with peace, wealth and liberty, and
make it ftill more glorious and honourable among
the nations.—May the unired interefts of Greas-
Britain, and her colonies, fland firmly fixed upon a
fure, folid immoveable bafis..—May the King reign
in righteoufnefs, and the bofoms of all his fubjeéts
glow with the moft affeftionate loyalty.—And may
we in thefe remote parts of his dominions, ever tafte
the bleflings of his'mild government ; and being free
(as at prefent, thro® his royal benevolence, and the
benevolence of his patriotic miniltry) from fearful
apprehenfions of further grievances, and animated
with hopes of the future peaceable enjoyment of our
reftored liberties, may we live together in perfe&
order, harmony and tranquility, °

III. WE live in a land of light, andvalley cf wifion.

Oux land is glorioufly illuminated with the light
of revelation, This is a fuperior blefling to either

of
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of the former, becavfe we are by it taught How wé -
may regdin the favour of our offended Creator, and.
fecure an inheritance in the regions of blifs and im-
mortality. It is not in the power of nature’s light.
to teach thefe things. If we are well acqainted with
outfelves, we cannot be infenfible that we sre in a
ftate of fuch deep depravation, that without the light
of revelation, we fhould wialk in darknefs, with regard
to the affairs of aniother world. The light of nature |
is fo dim, fince the fall, that altho’ it {hould be grant-
ed, that without the affiftance of revelauon, it plain-
ly difcovers the being of a.God, yeu it is undble to
fhew how finners may worﬂnp him acceptably, to
faife a future ftate of recompences out of obfcurity,
and confequently to inforce the duties of morality
with fuch ﬁrong aiid powerful motives, as are {uffis
cient to overcomeé the lufts of men.

WitAT an invaluable and feafonable blefling then
is the light of revelation ¢ The will and pleafure of
God concerning us, and his eternal purpofes and de-
. {igns of mercy towards us, are thereby clearly mani- -
fefled, We are raifed above the fears of dropping
Into nothing at death, and above the fears of the un-
avoitdable wrath of the Almighty, and if we fincerely
repent, there is opened before us, 2 moft agreeable:
profpeét into futurity. The marvellous light poured
on us by revelation inriches our underftandings with
the moft reviving and glorious truths, fires ouf 1ma-
ginations and paffions with the moft enamouring’
profpe&s, and helps, and ftrengthens every faculty.
divine'in the human foul, to rife from its capuvity .
and flavery to brutal lufts. This light affords fuffi-
cient encouragement and animation to us in the pur-
{uic of the ways of virtue, and, thro’ faith, enables
us to overcome the world. And it fets before us ;ln

the
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the moft: ftriking amiable:light all the "diviwe aferis
butes, and ¢fpecially difplags fuch aftoffhing miftances:
of divine gtace and goodnefs; as afford macter of e
veilafting praifej and thaskfgiving:  * v

- Wrtn what fetvenit affe@ion, with what #ialeed
pledfure, with what holy admiration, doés thé good
man behold, in the Volumé of God’s word, piGured
before him the livelieft moft endearing fhages, that
ftupendous 4¢t of gface; Which made provifioh for the
redeinption of rebellious meén ! With whaf holy ex-
ulttion of foul does he f¢fledt upon that unbotindeéd
love, that infinite philarithidpy, which God, whofé
wiercy is great abive :‘Ee bedvens,exetcifed towards mads
kind, when they had loft €heir original retitude, fot-
feited happinefs; and expofed themielves 10 hifery,
by conftituting his fon to be their Saviour; and’ the
repairer of their natures,to rédeem them from guilt
and condemnation,and recover them to a refemblance
of himfelf, and to a capatity of enjoying that happi-
nefs from which they had fallen ! Wich what rapture
does he refleét upon the advent of the fon of God
Into the world, and feeling fomething of -that divine
enthufiafm, which warmed the breafts of the angelic
hoft, upon this aftonithing occafion, join with thent
In giving glory to God, that there is peace on éarth,
and good will towards imén ! With what joy does he
confider the many affurances of pardon, reconciliation
with God, and eternal lifé, which the gofpel gives
him | How .unipeakably confolating is it to- him, to
contemplate upon that never-fading and immortal
crown of glory referved for him in the heavenly Fe-
rufalem ; and to confider that when his foul fhall
burft thefe bonds of fetteéring clay, and be loéfed from
the prifon of this mortal bedy, 1t thall be conduéted

by guatdian angels to regions of glory, bomour and
- immortality,
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. ;oo N
immortality, dnd that his body alfo,- after it has beeri
mingled, perhaps for ages with its mother-earth, fhall
by the vuice of the Almighty be roufcd from the doini-
taries of the dead,&be cloathed with everlafting bloom
and vigor, and then receiving its former inhabitant,
be tranflated into the immediate prefence of Gbd, and
the Saviour, and into the company of faints and an-
gels, to joini wich the Heavenly hofls in their etern:ﬁ
halleujabs, drid to enjoy endlefs, uninterriipted an
{upreme felicity ! And how does a profpe@t of fuch
future blifs, fuch endlels felicity and glory éverlafting,
roule all his attive powers inta exercife, and excue
him, as a racer in the olympic games, to exerc his ut-

"ot fo to rin, a$ that be wmay obtain |

Tuzse, thefe, my Brethren, are the glorious, the
joyful things, the ravithing profpets, which the light
of revelation opefis to us, and affures us of upon re«
pentante, And what (I had almoft f2id) an invincia
ble motive to holy living, muft thefe things be, £/pe-
ttally whed it is confidered on the other hand, what
dreadful things are denounced agdinft impenitence ¢

How thankful ought we to be that our lot is caft
under the mieridian Juftre of this glorious light, while
d great part of the world lies wrapt in heathen dark-
nels, ifnorant.of the true God, and the way to falva<
tion, thro’ Jefus Chrift 7 How thankful ought we to
be for this diftinguithing favour of Providence ?—Ta
us are committed tbe oracles ofGod, faithfully tranflated
into out own language ; we have them in our houfes
and hands, and are allowed the free perufal of them.
And to thofe who diligéntly {fearch them, they are as a
light fbining in a dark place. 'They {catter thofe clouds
G%Gai'khéfs,' which in confequence of the dpoftacy have
arifen over the human mind ; they chafe away thé&
fades of might, and 1ét in upon us a flood of day;

D forious
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glorious beams of divine light, which are adle to miaké
us knowing, and wife anto falvatioi. By this ight we
are pdinted to the way, wherein we may fecure eternal
life and glory in the world to come, and obtain an hea-
venly inheritdice, infinitely preferable to all earthly ho-
nour and dignities, to the greateft riches & pofieflions
of this world, What can be a greater blefling ? What;
tho’ we were exalted to the pinnacle of earthly gran
deur and dignity, and rode upon the waves of werldly
profperity ? What, tho’ wé were furrounded with tem-
poral affluence, and loaded with all the bounties of na-
tureé ! Yet if we were deftitute of this light, how mi-
{érable fliould we be, in comparifon with what we now
are, or may be, 1if we do not foolifhly bring ourfclves
under that condemnation, that /ight is come ino the
world, and we have loved darknefs rather than light ?
O, let us highly prize the revelarion of God; which
gives the moft important intelligence from heaven;
and brings the moft comfortable news, and glad tidings
to the finful children of men; teaching them how they
may efcape the wrath to come, and obtain a crown of
glory hereafter, |

. Dip David under an humble fenfe of his meannefs,
and the peculiar favour of heaved, in giving him the
{ceptre of Ifrael, fay, who am 1,0 Lcrd God, and what
is my bonfe that thou baft bro't me bizberto 2 Did he thus
humbly thank the Lord fot the throtie of Ifrdel ? And
thall not we with the moft profound humility, and felf-
abafing ideas of ouffelves,acknowlédge the marvellous
goodnefs of Gad, in offering us a crown of glory in
heaven,and afluring us, in his word, that we may finally
arrive to fuch exalwdtion, as 2o fit on thrones, and be
made kings and priefts unto God >—~Who are we, that
we fhould be thus exalted !

. Tue light of the gofpel makes our land a moft pleas

fant place, a molt delightfome heritage. This once
howling
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howling wildernefs nowblofloms as arofe under the cheer-
ing rays of the fun of righteoufnefs, and that luxuriant
orowth of mental darknefs, and barbari{m, wherewith,
not two centuries ago, it was overfpread, is now de-
ftroyed by the bright beams of revelation. This
light is perhaps as hittle obftructed and obfcured by
human traditigns and impofitions in America, as in.any
other country whatfoever. We enjoy it in its purity.
It fhines upan us with unclouded fplendor, unlefs our
owa prejudices, and bigotry darken it, and make the

way to hieaven obfcure, which this light makes plain.

LeT uys wifely ymprave this light, by acquainting
‘ourfelves with God, and his Son, the great faviour of
men, and living as his word teaches us. This isthe
way to make it a blefling indeed untous, It will prove
a curfe if we abufe it, or peglet it. Do we pity the
heathen, who are perithing for Jack of vifion ? And
are not thaie to be pitied, who tho’ they live under the
light of the gofpel, are in almoft as great darknefs as
they,becaufe they turn away their eyes from this light 2
Do our bowels yearn over thofe miferably dark and
benighted people, who are without revelation ? And
fhall we not drop a tear upon thefe, who tho’ they be
children of the light, yet grupe in darknefs at noan day,
who, tho! they are favoured with the clear thining of
the gofpel, yet thro* an evil beart of unbelief, or a love
of intul pleafures, thut their eyes, ftumble and fall into
aggravated perdition ? Thefe certainly are in the moft
piuful circumftances.—And therefore we ought to give
the more earneft beed to the things which we bave beard.—
For if the word fpoken by angels was fleadfaft, and every
tranfgreffion and difobcdience, received a juff recompence
of reward 5 bow fhall we efcape if we ncgleél fo great
[alvation, which at the firf} began to be [poken by the
Lord, and was confirmed, to us by them that heard

bim ? —
P2 IV. Wk
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IV. We enjoy the moft invaluable religious liber-.
fies and privileges. |

Ovur lot 1s not only fallen in a land of light, but we
have the free ufe of the light.” "This is our greatelt
felicity.” We may examine the fcriptures for pur-
fetves, and worthip our maker, according to that mode
and form, which we apprehend moft agreeable to bis
will, without endangering our lives or eftates. This is
a liberty confirmed to Britifh Subjects by the act of fole-
?ati&n’,v{zﬁereby they are delivered from perfecution on
religious accounts, if their religious principles be not
manifeltly fubverfive of government, and inconhittept,
with their allegignce totheKing, That infernal fiend,
perfecution for confcience fake, which drove our fore-
fathers out of their pative land ro the inhofpitable wilds
of America, and tao much of the fpirit of which ap-
péared even here in the infancy of the country, is now
utterly exterminatéd from both Greas- Britain and A4-
merica, and we hope aad pray, that it may for cver re-
main in exile, and never again thew 1ts exeérable mif-

created front in the Britifo dominions,

Harpy for us, that our nation has caft off the papal
yoke ; that we are fiee from papal ufurparion and ty-
ranny, the moft cruel, and impious of any.  For what
can be more intollerabie and impious,than for a meer
man to exalt bimfelf above all that is called God, cr wor-
Joipped 5 to invade the facred rights of confiicnce, and
imoole his ipfe dixits upon the judgments of men, as
infallible truths, not to be contefted under pain of
damnation ; to ufurp dominion over the fouls and bo-
dies of men, and enflave 4z4h under a fpecious pre-
tence of faving the former 2 What can be more cruel
and aeteflable, than the pradtice of the Romifb clergy,
in officiouly locking up the feriptures from the laity,
and reguiring them to receive the perverted dorines
e o ~ " thereof
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thereof from their lying lips, and ta believe as they
bid them,.as they would avoid wracks and torfures
here, and eternal torments hereafter ?

Bressep be God, we are not under fuch vnmerci:
ful tyranny ; that, as to our own mafter we fland or fall,
lo we are allowed freely to exercifé the rights of pri-
vate judgment, to examine the fcriptures for ourfelves,
to fee whether the things taught us by our inftrudtors
be true, and to receive or reject accordingly, without
Incurring the vengeance of perfecution,or offering any
juft occafion of offence to any man, while we are of a
jober, blamelels and peaceable behaviour, and aliow
others the fame liberty which we exercife ourfelves,
without anathematizing them, after the manner of the,
Pope, if they happen to diflent from us.

May God ever maintain for us our religious liber-
ties ; and as we defire this favour of him, let us im-
prove to his glory, and our furtherance in the chriftian
knowlcdge and growth in grace, the means of grace,
the religious opportunities, privileges and advantages,
which we enjoy ; and be careful to walk boneftly as in
the day, not in riating and drunkennefs, not in chambering
and wantonnefs, not in firife and envying, but putting on
the Lord Fefus Chrift, and living as his gofpel teaches,
[obcr{y, rfgbteauﬂj, and godly in this prefent world,

Axp as the rights of private judgment and confci-
" ence, are {acred, which no man, however exalted, has
any quthorltv to wreft from another, and as we are
favoured with the free & open exercife of thefe nghts,
let us not break charity with any for the exercife of
the fame liberty. Let us exercife chriftian catholicifim,
diing nothing thr* Brife, or vain glory, but in lowlmeﬁ
of mind let each efteem other better than themfelves. Let
us ever have bigotry in abhorrence, confidering, that
g man of narrow fting gy principles, and of a fufpicious
cenforious
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cenforious make, is deftitute of that charity, which
thinketh no evil, and putteth the beft conftruction up-
on the fentiments and aétions of others, and which 13
the brighteft ornament of a chriftian. Thole who are
under the pawer of bigotry, are ready to make their
own underftanding the door of grace, and gate of hea-
ven, They would tie us down to human {chemes,
fyftems, and formularjes, and have us regard 2befe as
the ftandard of truth both doé&rinal and pratical, and
in cale we do not fet them upon a par with the bible,
but bring them to the teft of that holy book, and
judge they are in any article wrong, and fo diffent,
they vote us heriticks at once. They are ready *cc:.;§
ftigmatize as gracelefs, and doon to damnation, all
whofe fentiments, relative to religious truth and prac-
tice, don’t coincide with theirs. Yea, with procruftean
cruelty, they would ftretch every man to the length
of their bed, who is too fhort for it, and cut all fhorter,
who are too long for it.

Ir {uch men had power, we might expeét nothing but per-
fecution, fire and fagpot, in cafe we refufed to bow down and
falute the papal toe of their infallibiiity. They want nothing
but power, to make them popes. Had they this, they would
wreft from us that liberty of confcience, which we now enjoy.
Bigotry then is popery in embryo 5 popifh tyranny in<t’s firft
principles. This is that {chifm-making monfter, which has
{plit the prateflant church into violent contending parties, and
fent forth a Ipirit of reproaching, bitternefs and uncharitable-
nefs into the feveral fedts among them, which more than any
thing elfe, ferves to keep them afunder, and prevent their
dwelling together in love and unity. Let us therefore hold
bigotry in deteftation. Let us be thankful to God for liberty
of confcience, improve it well ourfelves, and not begrudge it to
others. And let us be charitablc towards the feveral denomi-
nations of profefled proteflanis, who tho’ they diffcr in various
matters of opinion from us, yet fear God, and work ﬂ'g}.:rfauf:
nefs, confidering that they exercife but that fame religious {ib-.
erty, which we do, and which is one of the greatit privileges,
we can enjoy in this world,
| Trug
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Trtus 1 have fhewn in a few inftances how the fext is aps
licable to our tafe and circumftances in life, and interfperfed
uch refle@ions as [ propofed. On thefe {everal accounts it may

be faid, that the lines are fallen to us in pleafant places, &c. And

on innumerable other accounts, it may be faid, that the Lord
is very kind and gracious to us. Time would fail me to rec-

«

kon up hig countlefs works of love ; yea, had I the tongue of
angels, I fhould be unable to rehearfe them. 'Their fum is
beyond computation. Neverthelefs it becomes us to {pend
this day in a grateful recollection of them. Lt every parti-
cular perfon, reflet back, and trace the footfteps of divine
goodnefs towards him, thro’ the whole courfe of his paft }.fe.
‘This will convince him that his hedvenly Father has fhower-
ed down upon him; an immenfity of love and mercy, and has
¢t all times afforded him copious matter of praife, and thank{-
giving. Whofo is wife, and will obferve the difpenfations of

'Providence; even he fball underfiand the loving-kindnefs of the
Lord ; he fhall fee and knbw that the Lord has been graci-
ous to him; in every party and period of his life, and has cau-
fed all his gdodnefs to pdf§ before him.,

LET us, this day;not ofily endedvour to refrefh our memo-
ries with the unmerited favours of Heaven, but refolve that
we will for the future walk clofely with God, and manifeft
. the gratitude of our hearts by the chearful obedience of our
lives. His goodnefs thould Jead us ta repentance, and engage us
to faithfulnefs in his fervice: Let us be careful, thro’ the re-
mainder of this day, thro’ the evening and night approach-
ing, thro’ the following day, yea thro’ the whole future courfe
of our lives, to behave as reafonable creatures and chrifti4ns,
keeping confciences void of offence towardsGod, and towards
man. Let us fland in awe, and et the Lord before our eyes, and
maintain a reverence for him and his laws, both when alone,
and when in company we vent the gladnefs of our hearts in
chearful converfation, or innocent amufements. Let us not
riot with the kindnefles of Heaven, or wafte his bounties up-
on our lufts, by running immediately (as it 1s to be feared is
the pratice of fome) into fcenes of {inful mirth, and pleafure,
What avails it to offer our praifes and thanks to God with
butward {hews of gratitude, if when we have done, we tram-
ple upon his authority, and abufe thofe bounties for'which we
have been giving thanks, to purpofes of licencioufnefs, in riot-

Ing and revelling, to his dithonour ! What avails it for us ﬁgo‘
omet
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offer our thankfgivings to God, if we immediately run isite
fuchi pratices as are provoking to him !' If we do thus, our
offerings will prove hke a fmoke 11 his nofe, moft odious and -
oftenfive.

WHEN we retire from the houfe of God to our feveral dwel-
lings, and feed upon the riches of divine Providence; fet us
eye the hand that feeds us, and partake with fobriety and mo-
deration. And let us alfo endeavoiir to &ir up the fire of
gratitude in the hearts of thofe, who have, this day, detained
themfelves from the houfe of God, to make provifien for the
regaling of our bodiesy and who being cumbered abotit much
Jerving, have not probably fpent a tho’t upon the goodnefs of
their heavenly Benefaltor. Let us alk them whether they
have offered to GGod that facrifice of praife, which he requires.
Surely they are not releafed from their obligations of gratitud¢™
to thie Afo/? High ; nor will their being dufied in making pro-
vifion for the body, excufe their neglelting to join with us;
in offering an annual tribute of thanks to our Maker,

To conclude ; let the prelibations of divine goodnefs, which
we receive in this world, make us éarneftly follicitous to obtain
fiill draughts at the fountain head of all bleflednefs, in the king-
dom of glory. God forbid, that we fhould receive hi: bounties
in vain ; God forbid,that our having a goodly & pleafant heri-
tage here, fhould only ferve as a mean of our inheriting greater
mifery hereafter. Let us trace thofe various ftreams of divine
bounty, that are continually flowing all arotind us, up to the
never-failing fountain of good,from whence they flow ; and Jet
us feafonably endeavour to fecure an intereft in the favour of
God thro’ repentance, and Faith in our Lord Jefus Chnft, that
we may not be turned off with the bleflings of thisLife, as éur
only portion of happinefs, and be doomed to eternal wretched-
nefs hereafter, but that we may fnally be admitted to the
Realms of blif- where are {uperiour enjoyments, exalted de-
lights, pure, fupreme and uninterrupted pleaures, equal to thi
moft enlarged defires and capacities, of our immortal {ouls:

AT T
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