State of Maflachufetts-Bay.
A PR OCLAMATION
. For a Day of public THANKSGIVING axo PRAYLR.

$ it pde Dute of Iedividaa’s, o lolicve tleir Concerns 0 be under the fupreie Lir: Tien of tke greate? and be#t of Diinze,
25 male due Lo uow!ledrments theresf wate Him, bath by Praver and Praife i [1 it istoe Duty of Sucicties of fack Believers, and
of Cohridians w: re efpocia’ly, 82 wmte in a pu'lic and [loww Manner, bith ia praving to the fame f[iceragn  Diypsjer of al
CThiews, 12 J1ve tocm froan KEvil, avd 15 botas en them [uch giod Toings as unerving U7i[dxn [rex beft and meR conducive to tleir Happie

s andafste ifier shoiv Praifes avi Teartfgiving to Hin for te Salva:ins acd Blegings wheresf tleyare joiat Partakers.
T8 paving quct Acknowledzevents 19 tha GO D, whof: Kingdom ru'c:d cver all, bath leem pradivjed ty redgicus docieties in o'l
vl i1a particular by the Perple of this Land :  In Confsrmity to fuch lawizble Exviplcs, and from a decp and gratciul Serfe of
Favors couferred wp-n this dozenerate Peopls, onidd the Judgncnts of 1Fav, wiicd are jent atread in tie Eartdy that the

w3 shereof sy learn Rplicufecfs

by deappont THU RSP AY the Tweltth Day of Drocemper rexty to we we ta o iday of public THANRSGIVING

and Proavrer throrcheot this State 3 calling upon Minitters and  eople ef every Deuoniaation, then to convene, and

with e-ref:] Dev son o e fulema Prailes 10 the all gracious Autior of every Goud 3 for the various invaluable

Bon-fies conterred on, an ! contiaued 1o this State 1y partculanaaad to taic uaited States ot LS wrica ia geoeral 3 Elycialiv, That whiitt

Binh Avatice op oiy Ticbme, and Bateh Tyranny vigoronlly eadeavours to wrefl fron us the t‘erqif: of thofe Rights, which
H

W F Have theanhe Cr, with the Advice of Corncil, and ar the 1. %oe of tle 178 of Reprefentatives to apprint, and herss

Heaavea ai % - beilowad o1 all Mankiinkand wichour wach humaa Lite s lefs a Favor than tie Gra given thele States a juit Seafe
of their Worth, and ot the Impafitlity of rell gaing thate Rizes to Mia wi hout the Gale of ReBllivn againit GOD, Traafon to
the pref=at. an! Treachery to a'l tuture Geaerains @ That he hay uited thele States in a ref lved Vindication of thofe Righes,
evea to the [ Fytremity 3 has aiven them a general Councll of Pawiots wife to dirett 5 raited up Generals fuithful to execute, the
Mealures mer=Tiry for their Defonce s and animated (0 maay ot te Sons of averica to gratp the Sword, and with a manly Chear-
fulnets eadure the Fatigues of \Var, in {upport of that Freedom which is the Birthaght of all: Has let them by the Hand from
Step to Sten, *uil we have feen thete States compellzd thro' Oppreflion to affert thicir native Right to Frecdem and Incependence inan
uaited Yeclaration ®hich the imoartial World moft juthty : Has preferved the Commander in Chict of our FForces, and fo many of
our Orficers and Soldiers amidit {o many and fuch finmineat Da-gers—Has mercituily retored Health to cur Camps—Has enabled
our Armuss to make fuch a Stand, as has hitherto b7 the Efforts of our iaveterate Foes, and, as yet, defeated their main Defigns
hath protefted aur Froaticrs trom rhe Sword of the W tsraefs and our Sea Coalls trom the Denrcdatioes of an hetlile Fleet.—And
even trom the Sea, where our vifible Steeagrn was iea'ty Las watted to our Shores mat valuable Carpees of Wariike and other Stores,
neceilary for oue Defeace and Support at tic very Time whea moft peeded——llas returred cur Adventurers on that Eiement, ge-
nerally enriched and vistorinus—And has detefied very dangerous Cofpiiracies when at the Crifis ot their Exceetion.  That he hath
comnpelied the Enemy, akter having beee lor many Mo ths in PcfhMer of cur Cagital, vrocipitately ro evacvate it—Tlat ke hath alfo
freed the Capinal from the caatagions and morral Ditemprr with which it hath beea vilied 3 and that there hath been fo great a
Mealure of Heilrh enjoyed taro the iamie=1lhat e Lath caufed the Bacth to yield ic’s Increafe {o plentitully, that we are fup; lizd
with the Neceffanes and Comfarts of Life.  Aund above ail, that he hath continued to us the Lnjovinent of the Geufiel, and the
relizious Liberties and Privileges we were blefled with, notwithanding our Milituprovement of them.  And  with thefe Thank(-
giviozs we exhort all Ranks o mingle deep Homitiatio s under the Calomities we are yet fuftfering—and geavire Repenrarce for
thofe Sias that have brought them upua us.  And to add their fervent Pravers for the Continuance ot the Mercies we enjoy, and
the Gift of thoie we need : Efpecialiy, that all our public Councils, ard the Ge: eral Congrefs in particular, may be infpired with the
Wifdom, Unanimity and Firm-eis nec:fTary for their important Departments— Fhat the Lite and Health of our General, his Officers
and Suldicrs may be precious in GOD's Sight—That our Bretheen every where may be {pidited to tak« the Ficld, when called in fo
a Caufe—That a'l the Muvements of our Armies may be ordered in diviae M:rc,—That they may be viclorious in every
‘ngagement—That our Fozs mav be deleated in all their hoflile Defigrs, and driven trem cur Lard 5 and permit'ed no more, cithes
by Bribery aad Corruption to [ap cur civil and reigions Rights, or by Fire and Sword to watte and deitroy us—That Peace may
be reftored on a juft and permanent Bafis 3 and the Rights and Libcrties «t smerica fecured to the latclt Generations: That this
People mav be piaced under thie wileft and beft Form ot Government : That the Union of the .éizerican States may be eftablithed
by a Cont -deration never to be ciiiuvived—T hat the Spirit of GOD may be rlintifull. poured our, and an univerfal Relormation of
Heart anui Life mav fj:eedily enfie— Lhat the Gotpel may be propagated thro® all Nations— And that .'erica may ever be peculiarly
entitied to the Name of Emanuel’s Land.

AND all f=:vile Labor is forbidden on fuid Day.

G IV EN at the Covncir-Cuamner in Boston, this Sixteenth Dey ¢f November, in iz 2cir of owr L O R Dy
’ One Tkoufand Sevem Hundred and Seventy-Six.

‘ TAMES BOWDOIN,
JLREMIAH POWELL,
ARTI:MAS WARD,
CALEHS CUSHING,
JOHUN WINITHROP,
THOMAS CUSHING,

' ELDAD TAYLOR,

SAMVJEL HOLTEN,
JABFZ FISHER,
MOSEsS GILL,
WILLIAM PHILLIPS,
BENJAMIN AUSTIN,
HENRY GARDNER,
DANIEL DAVIS,
DAVID) SEWALLI,
DANIEL HOPKINS
FRANCIS DANA.

By thcir Honor's Command,

Joun Avery, Jun. Dep. Secy,

.

GOD SavE THE UNITED STATES oOF AMERIC A,



