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"Thankfgiving Sermon.

Jeremian IX. 23, 24
Thus [aith the Lord, Let not the wife Man glory i

wifdom, neither let the mighty Man glovy in his
mights let not the rich Man glory in his riches:

But let him that gloriethy glory in this, that be yn-
der[fandeth and knoweth me; that 1 am the Lord
which exercife loving kindnels; judgment, and
réghteonfnefs in the earth: for in thefe things 1
delight, faith the Lord.

* HE repeated Inftinces of the Divine Goodnefls in
giving tuch fignal Succefles to our Forces the lafk
Campaign; loudly call for a “Lribute of Praifé
which this Day by the Appointment of the Governe

AT ment we are Xﬂi:mbled to render to him.

The merciful Adminiftiations of FProvidence have much ex-
ceeded our deferts, in fome meafure have o'reflown ourexpe&tas
tions. Our Succefles have been great, although our Demecanour
has had a large mixrure of Ingratitude. G O D has fhewn us
Mercy when he mighe have wr:rten bitter things againft us.

Such favourable Difpenfations have a Voice in them, and 'tis
the Duty of every one that fhares therein, to enquire what it 1s,
that they may not be wanting in their returns to the Author
and Donor of them. We we are not left to content ourfelves
with Twilight Conje&tures about our Duty. LEvery one that
acknowledges a Providence, muft believe himfelf obliged to af-
cribe the Glory of our Succefles unto GO D. When we res
Je& upon our large Succefles the laft Year, methinks the Pro-
vidence of G O L) thus befpeaksus: “ I have by my power-
¢ ful Arm crown’d your Attempts with Succefs; I have put
““ your Enemies to flight, and have given you the Vittory ; be
‘“ not {o difingenuous and ingrateful as to forget my engaging
“ Goodnefs. Behold my Almighry Arm, and afcribe not your
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¢¢ Succefles to your prudent Condutt, fingular Valour, or large
¢ Magazines, but give the Glory to me who may juftly claim
“ it; for I exercife Loving-kindnefs in giving you the Vi&ory
“ over your Enemices ; Judgment upon them, putting them to
‘“ Confufion ; Righteouinefs in defending your Caufe: 1 de-
“ light in thefe things.

If our Hearts were truly affeCted under a Senfe of G O D’s
Goodnefs and Mercy, we fhould be furnifhed with a Syftem
of moft excellent Arguments to excite usto the Duty of Praife
and Thankf{giving, ana fthould chzarfully give unto the LORD
that Glory, which without Sacrilege we cannot withold or
give to another. But tho’ we profefs to believe that all things
are under the Condult of Infinite Wifdom, that he is the Au-
thor of all our Mercies, we are apt to look too much upon Se-
cond Caufes, and when Succefs is acquired, give that to the In-
{ftruments which is due to GO D alone. To prevent this, I
know no properer Antidote than a {erious Confideration of
thefe words deliver’d by the Prophet, which I have made choife
of to infilt upon. Thus faith the Lord, Let not the wife Man glory
in bis Wifdom, &c.

‘This Prophet having received a Commiflion from the LORD
to denounce fore and heavy Judgments again{t the Fews, in
the preceeding Verles, he threatens them with ruin if they
continued in their Difobedience: But they difregarded him,
and pleas’d ’emfelves with the hopes of Impunity, becaufe of
eheir Policy, Strength, and Riches. To check their carnal Con-
fidence, He delivers this awakening Meffage, telling them *twas
vain for them to truft in their Wifdom, Strenothy and Riclres,
that thefe Thould not deliver them.

It will not much vary the Senfe if (with fome Commentators)
we look upon thele words as having no ftri& connexion with
the preceeding Verfes. The defign of the Text is to thew how
hazardous and uniafe it is to truft in Wifdom, Strength, or
Riches. And if we muft nor confide in’em. There is a parity
of Reafon why we muft not alcribe our Succeis to, and glory
in them.

I will not any longer detain you with what is only prefatoa
ry to that which I defign from the words, which fhall be

Y. To demonftrate, That . it ir wain and cven irrational to glory in
our Wildom, Strength, and Trxealure, and losk wupon our
Succeffes intirely owing to thefs.

Sécoudly. XX, Thet a knowledge of GOD will afford us £ nft reafon to Glery
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.

I1X. 1 (hall endeavour to fhew how be exrcifes bis ' Loving Kind-
nefs, Judgment and Righteoulnels ; and bow we muf glo-
ry under the manifcfiation thereof. The Text would furnifh
me with other Heads of Difcourfe which Time wont al-
low me to take Notice of. 1 fhall

I. Endeavour to demonftrate, That it 1s vain and even irra-
tional to glory in Wifdom, Sctrength, or Riches, and look upon
our Succelles entirely owing to thefe.

That the Folly of fuch as glory in them may be clearly ex-
pos’d, I fhall {fpeak to them diftiné&tly. And

1. Shew how vain itis to glory in Wildom. When it has
{fuch things for its Objelts as are truly valuable, 1t muilt be re-
ckon’d one of the moft noble perfettions of Human Nature.
‘The Wife Man calls it the principal thing which we thould ftu-
dy to acquire. That Wifdom which confifts in the knowledge
of the Arts and Sciences is Ufeful and Commendable, but not
a proper Attainment to glory in. Ifany Perlons were able to
folve all the Phanonreus’s of Nature, knew the Ufe and Excel-
Iencies of all tife minute Partsin the Creation, they would alt
prepofterouily if they glory’d in {uch Attainments. But how
apt are they that arefurnifhed with any fmarcterings of Know-
ledge to over-value themfelves, and contemn all they judge in-
feriour to ’em in Wifdom, forgetting who it is that makes
them to differ, and that they have nct any thing bus what they
received, which fhonld exclude boafting, if the Apoftle who
was guided by an Infallible Teacher, make a genuine Conclufi-
on. He that has the largeft thare of Prudence; if he boaft of it,
gives an infallibe fign that there is a large mixture of Folly.

‘The Knowledge of the moft Intelligent Perfon is fo imperfe&,
that if upon a ferious enquiry into his Knowledge, he pafles an
impartial Judgment upon himiclf, he’ll conclude that he is ig-
norant of many things, and will be fo far from extolling his
Wifdom, that he will ingenuoufly confefs he has reafon to be
humble ; but this is difficult ; for as an Ingenious worthy Au-

thor fays, If we will believe cvery Man's Fudgment of himfelf, Bp. Stil

|

Thirdly, !

Firfe.

Prov. 4.7

Knowledge is more equally diftributed amongft Men than any thing ligfleet.

elfe, for every une thinks him[oIT furnifhed with a competent Stock, and
belicves whatover otfocvs excel him in they are not [uperior in tha:.
‘This is evident, in that Perfons will bear a Refle&ion up-
on any thing more calmly than their Intelleéts, when different
degrees of Knowledge are very manifeft. Burt alas, how imper-
felt are the beft of them, when compared with the pure Rays
of Divine Wifdom and Knowledge! To draw a Comparifon is
the way to leffen the diftance, being as oreat as betwixt finite

and infinite. Suppofc a Perfon with the molt intenfe applica-
| tiors
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tion of his Mind to the queft of Knowledge, fhould arrive ar a
more excellent ftature, his Wifdom atrer all is {o imperfelt thac
he has no reafon to glory init. I have read of one that boafted
of three things which he faid ke fhould never be deprived of -

One was, his {ntywledge and Learning, which from that inftant .
beganto wither { his exquifite Parts were in a fhortfpace fo con-
fus’d,that he could not think or {peak pertinentlytoany concern.
Some Perf{ons may judge an united Wifdom more {ecure,
and that in the multitude of Counifel there is fo much fafety,
that all fears of danger may juftly be removed, and without
fear they may confide in this. Would opportunity ferve, X
might thew how many deep laid Projets have been fruftrated,
how often fuch as thought 'emlielves the greateft Politicians
have feen all their Contrivances ineffeltval. And bleffed be
G O D that has thewn them theyare but Men. Some fudden
and {urprizing turns of Providence have given full proof of the
Fallibility of Human Judgments, and our Affairs have {ucceed-
ed well in a way we had not contrived. But fuppofe that Mat-
ters fall exa&ly in the Line we fram'd in our Judgments, and
all our Counfels be fucceeded with Viltery, ’tis vain to glory
in this, becaufe Wifdom is his Gift, and his kind Providence
raifes up fuch adequare and worthy Inftruments: So when we
glory in this, and neglelt to look higher, we take the moft efs
fe&ual method to provoke GO D, and caufe him to blaft our
Endeavours. He may {ay with a juft indignation againft {fuch
Cor. 1. Prepofterous altings ; I will dofirey the Wifdom of the Wife, and
9 will bring to nothing the underflanding of the prudent. Let not the
' Wife Man glory in bis Wifdom, for his Counfels are but foolifhnefs,
if the Almighty relolve to difappoint them,when he fays, It fbal
nor ffand, neither fball it come to pafs: In vain do they employ
themfelves in laying deep Counfels and Defigns, and he thae
takes the Wife in ctheir own craftinefs, can with a word alfo

confume their Strength: VWhich leads me to thew

3. How vain itis to glory in Strength or Power. But how
natural is it for Perfons to boaft of this, as tho’ they were a
match for Omnipotency, and could not be foil’d by his power-
ful Arm ; they judge it one of the moft noble Perfeltions of
Humane Nature, and glory in it asif it were invincible, and
‘what they had the moft fecure Title to. How often has a
Neighbouring Prince (rthat would willingly fwallow up all the
Kingdoms around him to make himfelf an Univer{al Monarch)
boafted of his Invincible Power? Bur Glory be rto G O D thac
has given a Check to his Fury and Ambition : We hope for the
time when rhe Terrible one fhall be brought to mought, the Scosner
.29, 20. confumed, and they that watch for Iniquity be cur off. Let us not
glory in our Strength, and afcribe our Viliories to thar. Our

Power may by a Thoufand accidents be chang'd into Weaknefs.
Hoor
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A Thank|giving Sermon. 7

How often have we feen a hale robuft Conftitution quickly
made an Hofpital of Crazes and Diftempers, and he that a
few days ago glory’d in his Strength become a burden to him-
{felf Life is but a Vapour : What then is the Strength and
Power of it which fometimes takes its leave before the Glafs
be half run ? The malignant Influences of the Air bring it to
a decay as eafily as the Spring Frofts cut off the budding
hopes of a large Encreafe : And he that takes away thus fud-
denly the Vigour of one Individual, can as eafily do it from a
Million, fince our Breath is in his Hands. Suppofe we could Job 12.10.
enjoy as great 2 meafure of Strength as we can wifth for, and
had it fecured by the firmelt Ticle for a Hundred Years, ic
would be Folly to glory in it, becaufe we muft yield ac laft to
that pale Conqueror Death; And what would it avail a Perfon
to have his Duft lie under this Infcription? Here was In-
terr’d a Perfon of fingular Valour. The united Power of an
Army is not more {ufficient to fupport us from being guilry ot
Folly, 1f we glory in it. 'This 1s not exempied from the many
Accidents which may caft a damp upon the moft brave Hero-
ick Spirits, Holy Dav:d {ays, It is vain to pur confidence in Princes.
Men ofthe greateft Courage may on a {fudden be fo difanimated,
that an inconfiderable number mnay pur them to flight. I need
not refer you to any other Inftances than the late Glorious Re-
volution, which gave a Convincing Proof of the Truth of that
Saying of the Wife Man, That the Batrel is not to che ftrong. We Ecclef g.
have remarkable Inftances that bear a later date, wherein the 11
Divine Power and Goodnefs were wonderfuelly diiplay’d ; We
thankfully acknowledge his Mercy, and {til] pur our Confidence |
in him. Yor through God we [ball do valiantly: he it is thz: fhall PL Go.12.
tread down our Enmemies. If their Strength were much fuperior E
we need not be dejeted, e will wait upon his Strength who Plal.59.9.;
is our Defence; for this thall be a {ure and conftant Safeguard, '.
Truft ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD YJEHOFAH isI{y. 26. 4..
Evcriafting Strengeh. And as it 1s Vain and Irrational to Glory -
in Wifdom or Strength, It isalvogether as incxcufable. ?
3. To glory in our Riches or Treafures. Wezlth is an Idol ?
which the generality of Perfons are apr to glory in , forgetting, :'
That fuch as the Providence of G O D has made Stewards ofa - i
farge portion of the Earth, muft be accountable for it. Con- | |
tra?( to this, many aft as if it gave them a Right to contemn :
all {fuch as are their Inferiours in Eftate, and brow-beat thofe
that are not entrufted with fuch large Pofleflions. '
‘The eager and too frequently unlawful Defires of being rich 1
prove, how much Perfons overvalue thele thinugs, and hovr
prone they are to glory in them. They confume their Days
and Strength as if the felicity of Life confifted only in a large
-and fair Eftate, which if they are fo profperous to acquirse, rlim‘
| ticy |
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they be Men of the moft fordid Minds, and enjoy as little of it
as thofe that at a diftance behold their Folly, they think ‘em-
felves the only happy Men, and willingly part with the reverfi-
on ofa glorious Inheritance for whatthey never reap any meafure
of Satisfaltion from: Or if they ufe their Pofleflions after a more
generous manner, and take a moderate draught of Pleafure from
thefe Streams, it muft appear to be egregious Folly to glory in
them, to any Man that {o far makes ufe of his Reafon as imparti-
1y to meditate upon the Vanity and Inconftancy thereof, He
that has the largeft Pofleflions nray in a little Space by a Thou-
fand Accidents be deprived of all : 'The Adminiftrations of Pro-
vidence are attended with various Viciffitudes. How many have
on afudden been rais’d to a very profperous State, when the
next Scene has been fill’'d with various Calamities ; fometimes
loaded with Honour, anon in the mire of Difgrace: Few but
have fome experience of the mutable State of prefent Enioy-
ments. Let us not glory in what is {fo inconftant ; frequently
whilft we are doring upon them they dye and wither in our
Ydands. Set wot thine beart upon that which &5 not 5 for Riches make
themfelves wings and fly as an Eagle towards Heaven. Why fhould
we be o exceflively fond of them, or place fo much confidence
in 'em ; for being {o tranfitory, it’s probable, they may fail ug
when we rely moft upon them, or fland in moft need of their
afliftance.

Neither 1s it a {ufficient excufe for our Folly, to glory in the
united Riches and Treafures of a Nation:; we have no Leafe
of them, they are entirely dependent upon the Sovereign Plea-
fure of their Donour. ‘o place our confidence in gold, or to fay
2o the fine gold, Thou art our hope, is an Indignity of the higheft
rank caft upon our Maker, and juftly provokes him to deprive

us of all. Let’s thankfully adore him for our Treafure, and if

we find any fignal Advantages attending it (as there certain-
ly are) it's our Duty €0 give unto the Lerd the Glovy due unto bis
Name, Let us eye his Hand in all our Merctes, and endeavour
to learn fomething of G O D in thefe Merciful Adminiftrations
of Providence ; the more we fee of his Arm, the more thank-
ful thall we be. Which leads me to a fecond Head,

That a Knowledge of GOD, will afford us juft reafon to glo-
vy mn him., Bur let hins thar glovieth glovy in t5is, that he wuderffand-
et and knowet]y me, that I am the Lord. '} e Prophet makes ufe of
two Words to exprefs the {ame thing, denoting the neceflity of
a Knowledge of G OD, which muft not be a meer fpecularive
Knowledge, or a confenr to tlhus Truth, That there isa GO Dy
but a Knowledge of his Nature ana Perfeltions. That he is the
Univerfal Sovereign, who difpoles of all Events according to
the Counfel of his own Will; that he {uperintends all Affairs,

and direts them to fuch wile and good Ends as his Infé{}{?:
Ve
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Wifdom {ees moft convenient : and that his Power is {uch as
none can refift. Such a Knowledge of him as this, will con-
vince us how reafonable it is we fhould put our Truft in
him. And he that thus underftands him will certainly do ic:
It will beget fuitable Affetions and Difpofitions of Mind, and
. teach us to give unto the Lord the Glory that is hisdue: It will
raife a holy Fear and Reverence to him; And a confideration of
his Goodnefs to us, willtend to excite us to aregular difcharge
of the Duty of Praife and Thankigiving. But I thall fpeak of
this more particularly, and fhew how a Knowledge of the Dia

Rine Perfeltions, will give us juft redfon to glory in G QO D-
nd R

F

A knowledge of his All-fufficiency, will convince us,That’tig,
neceflary to own our Dependance upon him, and give him the
Glory of all our Mercies. By his Allspowerful Fiar, He brought
this World into Being; the continuance of his Power and
Goodnefs, {upports that Order and Harmony which i1sin the
Creation : When he {peaks the Word, it fhall certainly come
to pafs ; and Humane Power is not able ro make the leaft refi- *
ftance. The weakne[s of God is firomger than Men. Whar his Wif- r Cor. .
dom fees neceffary and convenient, his Power can immediately 25-
effe€t. He is Infinite in all his Perfeltions; contains in hima
felf whatever is Good, Lovely or Excellent, all ¢hat 1s requifite
to the compleating of a moit Sovereign Perfect Being. He is
not confin’d in any Place (with reverence be it {poken) fo as to
be render‘d incapable of regarding the Neceflities of {fuch ayg are
at a diftance from it; neither does the imparting ofhis Favour
20 any Perfon exhauft his Fulnefs, fo as to cutoff the Hopes of
another from tafting the Fruits of his Loving-kindnefs; He is
2 Sun and a Shield, as diffufive of his Goodnefs as the Sun is of
its Light; He will not with-hold what 1s good from them that
wait upon him ; He has both Wifdom to contrive, and Power
to effeét the Happinefs of his Servants; and fo far as He fees
convenient, to defend them from all prefent Moleftarions.

The choice which David made upon fuch Confiderations as thefe

is the moft reafonable and advantagious, whom kave Iin Heaven pii]. 3.
But thec? and there is none upon Egrth, that I defire befides thee, God
is the firength of my Heart, andmy Portion for ever. We may have,
if we make our fircere Applications to him, the like Interefl in
himm ; He is the fame, and changes not. IHe can as eafily crufh
to pisces the Enemies of his Church now, as he did in former
Ages 5 bis Ear is not heavy that be cannot hear, neither is bis drim
{horened that be cannot fave. For,

His Power is Infinite : The conflideration whereof, will af-
ford us juft reafon to glory in him; He does as ke pleafes 2o the In- Job 2.
habizants of the Earch 5 if thou [besk of Stremgth, bhe is firong: be gy —; Q.
feadesdr Counfellours aMay freiled, ard snnkerly the Judges Fanjr ;’.E—-;

CARL 1S
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b leadeth Princes away [poiled, and overthroweth the mighty. He
that knows and underftands {fuch a Being, will confide and gloe
ry in him. If he be our Defence, we may laugh at the Mena-
ces of our proud and-haughty Foes ; but need not be difcouraged
at their Boafting. "That experience which late Years has fur-
nifhed us with, may raife in our Minds a lively fenfe of GOD’s
Omnipotency, and.engage us ftill to depend upon him. How
has He difappointed the Counfels, and laid wafte the horrid
malicious Igeﬁgns of our Enemies. If we turn back to the laft
Spring, it prefentsto our view a deep laid Projeét to create in-
teftine Wars and Animofities by {ending a Pretender to invade
our Rights and Privileges, and promote the Intereft of rrance.
Whatever favourable Thoughts fome might have of it, how far
they might be deceived by ipecious Pretences, certainly every
loyal Subjet that has the leaft concern for the true Intereft of
the Nation, needs no Arguments to perfuade him, that cthe Ci-
vil and Religious Liberties of Grear Brirain were direltly ftruck
at. Fe was encouraged to do this by fome difafe&ted malevo-
lent perfons within us which heightn’d the danger. I'll borrow
the Expreflion of an ingenious Author upon this Subje&t, * That
* Monarch, the King of France, after he had {uftained fo great a
“ Lofs as almoft the routing of the moft flourifhing part of his
‘“ Army, would never have attempted to {end that Tool, the
‘¢ Pretender, without large Encouragement from fome confider-
® able Number here at home; ’tis inconfiftent with the Prafti-
¢ ces of fuch an Old Politician. How wonderful was the Good.
nefs of GOD in difsppointing the Proje&! The Mercy was
more fignal than the generality of Perfons imagine; This wag
the LOR D’s doing, and a lively affetionate fenfe of his Love
ought ro be firmly engraven upon the Minds of every zealous
Proteftant. I efteem’d the Mercy to be fuch, as this Day de-
ferv’d a recognition. Let him have the Praifes, who difcover-
ed and difappointed the Defigns of our Enemies. Alfo,

" A" knowledge of his Omnifciency, affords us juft reafon ro
glory in him. He being the Author of all Things, may rea-
fonably be fuppofed to have a full and perfe& knowledge of
their Natures: We can’t form exat Ideas of the pure Rays of
‘Divine Knowlege and Wildom, becaufe we cannot find out -the
Almighty to perfeltion; yet may juftly conclude, that it is fo,
aind from it deduce fuch Truths as will be advantagious. He is
acquainted with all our Exigencies, and knows how to afford us
fuitable Supplies. He fees all the Defigns that (his and) the
Church’s Enemies do lay againft it, and knows when to intere
%Gfé his Afliftance {o-as to difplay his Goodnefs, and make the

eliverance truly acceptable. IHe fees the Counfels of wicke
‘ed Politicians, and knows how to deliver them that are his.
Let us with a grateful fenfe of his Goodnefs for paf Mercies.

~ puc
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put up- our Requelts with Fervency and Humility for the conti-
nuance of his Affiftance; his Knowledge is Infinite, and there-
fore thould we look unto him. Let us fludy to know and un-
derftand the L. OR D ; then fhall we confide in him, and give
him that Praife which he juftly claims at our Hands. Wiiich

leads me t? tie

Third and laff Thing, I propofed to fpeak to; wiz. How GOD
exercifes his Loving-kindnefs, TFudgment and. Righreoufnefs; and
how we muft glory under the manifeftation thereof. _

In the Sacred Volumes, how often has he declared himfelf
Long-fuffering, abundant in Govdnefs and Loving-kindnefs! Nlercy
1s his darling Attribute : lde takes a peculiar Pleafure in the
manifeftation of that to the Children of Men, and Fudgment ;5
bis (range Work. When the Crimes of a People call for Judg.
ments, what various Methods does he take to reclaim ’em be-
fore he infli&ts the Punifhment; and when their Sins dare him
to punifh ’em and force him (if I may fo {peak) to vindicate his
own Honour, how does he expoftulate the cale with ’em, wpy
Should ye be fBricken any more? return mnunto me, and I will beal you.
How did he deal with 1fracl of old, when they provoked him
with their frange Gods ? He was angry with them,and yet wooes
and intreats ’em to return unto him, promifes to blor ont their
Tranfgrefions, and. Thew his Loving-kindnefs to them. After-
ages may furnith us with remarkable Inftances of Goodnefs and
Mercy, without being ar the trouble of turningover our anci-
ent hiftorical Accounts. We have feen G O D) exercifing his
Loving-kindnefs, and ourfelves have been fharersin the Mercy.
I need not turn back any further than the Jaft Year, to give you
a Scheme of the Divine Goodnefs and Mercy, where you may
{ee fuch lively Inftances of it as will fully confirm this Truth,
That the LORD delights to exercile Loving-kindnefs, Fudg~
ment, and Righteon[nefs inzhe Earth. And here I may not omit
that Mercy for which a Day of Thank{giving was by Authority
appointed, wiz. The Viftory obtain’d over the French near Au-
denarde : where our valiant Commanders and Soldiers alted
with almoft an unparallel’d Courage and Magnanimity, every
way becoming Perfons that had a Juft concern for the Intereft .
of Britain, and knew how to Iet a value upoa its Rights and
Privileges : When they bad difpers’d the Army, they did not
negleét to improve the Viltory; but with Vigour and Re-
felution purfued the difanimated Foes until the notturnal
Shades beat a Parley for ’em, and invited thefe Martial Spirirs
to regard themfelves, and not fo long to thew their Courage and
Refolution as at once to cut off the Hopes of their future Ser-
vice. Sush worthy Inftruments in the Almighry’s Hand de-

Izrve theix dye Prailes, and grarefu;}RefPB&S from every ]é:ay{;l
- U
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Subje&t: How bafe and difingenydous-is it for Perfons to refle&t
upon {fuch Worrhies, who for the good of their Country expofe
themielves to fo many Hardihips and Dangers. Blefled be
G O D that hasrais’d up Perfons of fuch fingular Prudence and

. Valour, to Check the Pride and Ambitionn of our Foes ; and

Glory be to him who crowns their Attempts with Succefs.
This was {econded with a great Undertaking, The laying
Siege againft Life, a Place fo {trongly fortified as to be ftiled /n-
wingible, by thofe that place their Confidence in regular Troops,
large Treufures, fitrong. . Walls, and the like. We found
the Difficulties ‘greater than we expeted; it was thought by
fome it would be in our Hands within twelve or fourteen Days
after the opening of 'the Trenches; but fuch Perfons forgot
that it coft the King of France much more, when the Fortifica-

_tions were not foregular; The Place being of fo great Confe-

quence, we might be confident they would defend it with the
utmoft refolutionr and vigour, which muft be acknowledged
they did. How refolute and couragious were thefe Martial Spi-
rits when engag’d info tedious a piece of Service, as this Siege 2
The long continuance did not feem to difanimate, but rather
encreas d their Magnanimuty.

The Vigilancy and prudent Condult of thofe that were
Guards to the Convoy (upon which the fuccefs of the Siege de-
pended) is worthy of our notice, particularly, that honourable
and worthy Ation of Major General webb, when our Convoy
from the Confederate Army was attack’d by Count Lz Morhe,
he demonftrated his Prudence and Valour, in putting a ftop to
their Paftage whilft the Waggons were gone, and he drew up
his Troops in order of Battle to engage the Enemy, where the
Frexch, with a confiderable Lofs, were put to flight ; and the
Convoy arriv'd fafe at the Camp, which gave a goed flep to-
wards the taking of the Town, and the Cittadel was fome time
after delivered inro the Hands of the Befiegers: This was a fignal
Inftance of the Divine Goodnefls, for which we fhould be cruly
grateful. ‘

I cannot pafs over in filence the reducing of Ghent and Bruges,
thra’ Treachery delivered up unto ocur Enemies in the beginning
of this Glorious Campaign. Here our preat and valiant Com-
mander, the Duke of Marlborougl, azain fignalized his Zeal and
Concern for the good of his Country, in undertaking this after
{o long and tedious a Campaign. That Noble Prince whofe
Courage is {ignal, and whoefe¢ Attempts have frequently been
fucceisful, Prince Eugene, has alted a part for which he deferves
a gratetul Return: "The Divine Providence fhewed a fingular
care to him in alleviating that ftroke by a Musket-buller which

ilightly wounded his Head without grear damage. There are

aother Succefles werthy of our notice, which I may not take a
View
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view of,left the Iength fhould render me tedious, The taking of
Pors Mobun, was a Mercy which we fhould be grateful for, hope-
ing it may be advantagious to us. In a word, our Succefles
the Iaft Year were fignal, and we are obliged to be thankful;
G O D has manifelted his Loving-kindnefs to us, fhewn his
Judgment upon our Enemies; they are much dif-animated, as
appear’d by their quitting their Lines by the Scheld, when we
rais’d the Siege again{t Bruffels, we hopethe L O R D is on our.
Side, our Caufe is juft and good, fuch as we may reafonably
hope for a Blefling upon, ' if our Impieties intercept it not,
But when we confider what Returns we have made for former
Mercies, our Ingratitrude gives us too great reafon to fear
G O D may deny the continuance of his Favour and Goodnefs
to us; For inftead of keeping up a lively fenfe of his Loving-
kindnefs, we have buried our Mercies in Oblivion, and byour
grofs Immoralities affronted the Author of our Bleflings. Eve-
ry publick "Mercy calls for Reformation; had our progrefs in
that kept pace with our Mercies, Immorality by this time
would have loft the Advantage of having {o large a number
of Prefidents ; whereas (with grief I may {peak) inftead of
lofing, it has gain’d ground, and there is too great probability
will maintain it, whilft it has fo firm a Support as the Example
of Perfons of Dignity, and fuch to countenance it, by neglea
&ting to put in excecution the excellent Laws that are made a-
gainft it. Whilft Prophanenefs continues to be {fo rampant,we do
but flatter ourfelves when we talk of our Safety. Sinis the de-
{truttion of a People, and in the ordinary Courfe of Providence
brings Punifhment ; this we fee verified towards the Fewih Na-
tion, tho’ they were a peculiar People of G O D, and highly
blefled ; yet for their Iniquities were feverely punifhed, and ac
Iaft deftroyed. I might bring in various Inftances from Pro-
phane Hiftory, to thew how many Nations were deftroyed for
their Sins: I wifh, we may not too clearly be charged wirh
Pride, Luxury, ¢»¢c. and that the Forbearance and Long-fuffer-
ing of GO may lead us to Repentance : We have had various
Inftances of his Loving-kindnefs.

Before I conclude this Head, I fhall briefly thew what is our
Duty ; how we muft give Glory to G O D.

Our Returns of Gratitude too frequently fink into Formality,
our Days of Thankigiving are comnyvonly fill'd up wich large
Harrangues of our Policy, Strength and Ricnes ; and uncom-
mron liberry taken for Perfons to indulge themlielves in Intem-
perance ; as if Grartitude only confitted in a cheerful Air, and
pleafunt Difcourfes about cur Vittaries, and drinking briskly
to the Succefs (as they rerm it) of the next Campaign. To ey-
prefs our Joy and Thankfulnets by exrernal §:gnsis very con-
venient, 1f we do not pretermit what s the proper Work of the

Day ; which fhould be, | 1. Ta
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1. To ftudy to fee the Hand of GO D in our Mercies,
and aféribe the Glory unto him: All Affairs are under the Con-
Ju&t of his Infinite Wifdom, he difpofes of all Events as fhall
be moft conducive to the promoting of his own Honour and
Glory : Sometimes his Proceedings are Extraordinary, and Sig-
nal Deliverances are effeted- in a Method contrary to.our ex-
pe&ations. We can’t then afcribe them to any other than his
¥ind Providence ; and when they are vifibly wrought by the
mediation of Second Caufes, it is our Duty {till to give GOD
the Glory, becaufe he raifes up proper Inftruments for the
effefting what he has Pre-determined. We have Prudent and
Valiant Commanders that highly deferve our returns. of Grati-
tude. To be confident we fhall be {uccefsful, becaufe this or the
other brave General has the Super-intendency is very prepofte-~
rous, and we take a proper Method to meet with a Difappoint-
ment. It has been obferved by fome, that when we have been
the moft confident our Succefs has fall'm much fhort of our
Expe&tations. It is GO D that fights.our Battels for us, and
therefore fthould he have the Glory of our Vitories. Unte thee,
O my firength will 1fing : for God is my dﬁ;ﬁ'?zce,_ and the God of my
mercy. If he deny his Afliftance, we fhall quickly be convinc’d
our Strength is but Weaknefs. Holy Daw:id had a lively fenfe
of this, when he breaks out into that pious Exultation, 1 bave
purfued mine Enemies, and dcfiroyed. them : and tarned not again un-
el 1 bad confumed them. And I have confumed them, and wounded
them, that they could not arife: yea, they are fallen under my fees. For
thon haft girded me with flrength to Battel: them that rofe up againff
#ie, haft thou [ubdued under me, &c.

~. We muft endeavour to have our Hearts fill'd with a Joy
and Chearfulnefs anfwerable to our Mercies. The Parable of
the Ten Lepers i1s too lively a Draught of Mankind ; there
was but Qne that return’d to give Thanks to GO D for that
{ignal Mercy. And how few that rightly perform that excel-
lent Duty of Praife and Thankigiving ? When we are expos’d
to Danger, we importunately {eek to be delivered ; but when
the Mercy is obtain’d, the fenfe of 1t is quickly gone, and
tno frequently we look no higher than the Inftruments by
which ’tis convey'd to us. A Tribute of Praife 1s that which
he expells; letus ftudy ro have our Minds rightly affelted
ander a fenfe of his diltinguifhing Goodnefs, and exprefs our

Gratitude after a lively, decent manner.

3. Let us Study to be {o aflefted under a Senfe of GOD’s

Mercy and Loving-kindnefs, as that it may have this good ef-

fe& upon us to lead us, to true Repentance and Reformation.
ey
1his
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T'his will be the beft improvement we can make of our Mer-
cies, and we cannot in any thing after a more lively manner
give Glory to G OD. We may now thus reafon with our
felves ; GO'D has been expreflive of his Love after a fignal
and indearing manner ; What Returns fhall we make to the
Almighty? We muft -be very ingrateful, and guilty of the
moft difingenuous Demeanour, if we live in the open or fecrer
violation of his Law. The National Sins commuitted after the
receipt of {uch Publick Mercies are of a Crimfonn Dye. Let
us all endeavour in our refpeltive Stations to give Glory to
G O D, by endeavouring to {top the'Current of Sin, by difal.
lowing it in ourfelves,-and as’far as we may difcountenancing
it in others. When the Goodnéfs of ‘G 'O D engages us to a

more holy and exaét walking, we may comfortably hope for

the conrinuance of his Mercies. And

4. The Mercies we have received fhould engage us fill to
put our Truft and Confidence in him; He is always a proper
Obje& for us to repofe our Confidence 1in, becaufe Immutable,
but efpecially when we have had {uch l_arge experience of his
Mercy, we have reafon to confide in him; He who has fre-
quently deliver'd us, will if we traft in Rim {till appear for us,
and fhew us his Salvation. Our Foes boaft of their Strength
and Power, but we’ll remember in whofe Hands they are, and
humbly invoke his Afliftance.

The Improvement I fhall make of what has been delivere®
fhall be in this Exhortation.

The Goodnefs and Mercy of G O D bas Dbeen wonderfully
difcover’d to us; that Scripture feems ‘to be verify’d to us, 4
Land which the Lord thy God lath delighted to dwell in : The eyes of
zhe Lord are always upon it, from the beginning of the year evem unto
the end of the year. We have had long Experience of the Loving-
kindnefs of GOD. Our Affairs now have a good Prolpeét; We
have an Excellent Gracious QUEEN (whomx GOD lgng pre-
{ferve) that thews aPious Care for the Welfare of the Kingdom ;
there has been a pleafant Band of Amity encompafling of lace
Years, our Reprelentatives in Parliamenrt, a good accord betwixe
the QUELEN *;}ndzthem ; our Enemies have been often difap-

pointed in therr Enterprifes. What is our Duty under the en«

joyment of fuch Bleflings, brt to render Thanks to Almighty
G O D for fuch unmerited Favours?« Be exhorted to call npon
iV.,::mr Souls to blefs his Holy Namg Forget not his Loving-
indnefs, but loudly proclaimx his A&s of Mercy : Let histy
that crowns your Years with various Bleflings have your un-
feigned Praifes, Afcribe'not that Glory to another which is due
e
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to GO D zalone. Do not canfide in what is unable to relieve
you, but put your Truft inthe LORD JEHOV A H; in
him is Everlafting Strength, and  He it is that fhall tread down
ous Enemies. Let us fervently befeech him to go forth with
our Hofts this Spring, and fight our Battels for us. We have
fuch experience of his Goodnefs as may engage us to confide

To Conclude, Let us ftudy to keep up a lively fenfe of his’
Goodnefs and Mercy, for certainly it is highly offenfive to bu-.
ry our Mexcies in oblivion, and may juftly provoke G O D to

ive us convincing proofs of their Excellency, by infli&ing his
fudgmem:s upon us. Ingratitude hasoften reduced a Aourifh-
ang People into a calamitous State : “Therefore give unto the Lord
zhe glory due unte his Name, and let all the People that fhare'in .
his Mercy lay, Amen. Pemdtie: ’ T




