+X JT'7 HEREAS it hath- pleafed ‘Almighty'God, the: Father of Mercies, “remarkably-to afiift and fapport the
WV :United States.of Americs in their important ftruggle for liberty, againft the loag comtinaed efforts of a
. powerful-nation ; itis theduty of all raike.to obferve and-thankfully aoknovdedf‘e-the interpufitiéns of
: his Providence in their behalf. /Through the whole of the conteft,: from . its ‘frft rife-to 'this-time, ‘the influenec
. of Diving*Providence.may be clearly. perceived in many-fignil inflances, of which we mention buta few.
. In revealipg ‘the councils of our. enemics, when the difcoveries were feafonable and important, and the nieans
¢ feemingly.-inadequats or. fortuitous : . In preferving -and even -improving the union of the feveral ftstes, oa the
- breach of. which our.cnemies placed their . greateft dependence.:—Ia increafing the number, and adding to the zeal
»-and attachment of the friends of liberty :—In granting remarkable deliverances, snd bleffing us withthe:mokt figndl
- fuccels, when gffairs feemed to have the moft difcouraging appearance +—In raifing-6p for us e powerful and gene-
- rous slly, .in ope of the-firft of the European.powers :—In confounding the councils-of eur-encmies, and fuffering
, them to purfue .fuch meafures, as have moft dire@ly. contributed tp'fmﬁute their own defires snd- expe@ations ;==
. Above 1ll, in making their extreme cruelty to the inhabitants of thefe ftates," when in their power, snd their favage
d:nﬁation of property, the very: means of cementing onr nnion, and adding vigourio every effostin qppofition to
. them.
:And as wecannot help leadiog the people of thele Rates to a-retrofpe@ -on the -events which have ‘taken
. place fince the beginning of the war, fo we recommend in & particular manner to their obfervation, the goodnefs
..of God in the year now drawing to a_conclufion. In which the confederation of theUnited States has been com-
pleated :e=In which there bave beenfo many inftances of prowefs and -fuccefs in our armies particularly in the
: fouthern ftates, where, notwithftanding the difficulties with which they had to firuggle, they have recovered the
. whole country which the enemy hed over run, leaving them .enly ¢ poft or two on or near the fea :—In which
.ae have been-fo powerfully and efféQually affited by our allies, while in sll the conjun&.operstions the moft per-
. fe& harmony has-fublifted in the allied army :—In whics there has been fo plentiful a harveft, and {o great abun-
. dance of the fruits of the earth of every kind, as not only ensbles us eafily to fupport the wants of our army, but
_gives comfort and happiacf to the whole people.;—And in which, after the fuecefs of our allies by fes, 2 genera
of the firft rank, with his whole army, has been captured by the allied forces, under the dire&ion of our com-
.mander in chief. - .
It is. therefore recommended to the feveral fiates to fet gart the THIRTEENTH day of DECEMBER next,
_to be religioufly obferved as 8 day of THANKSGIVING and PRAYER ; that all the people may affemble on
-that day, with geateful hearts, to celebrate the praifes of our gracious benefa@or ; to coafe(s our manifold fias;
to offer up our moft fervent fupplications to the God of sll grace, that it may pleafe him to pardon our offences,
and incline our hearts for the future to keep all his laws ; to comfort and relieve all our brethren who are in diftrefs
or captivity ; to profper our hufbandmen, snd give fuccefs toall engaged in lawful commerae ; to impart wifdom
‘and imtegrity to onr cousfellors, judgment and fortitade to our officers and foldiers ; to protet and profper our ili-

.ftrious ally, and favour our united excrtions for the fpectly eftablithment of 2 fafe, honorable and lafting pesce
. <40 blefs all fooninari o“gsigg and - caufe 2be gpowledge of Gad 29 cover the carth, as the waters cover the feas.
Done in Congrefs this tweaty-fixih @8y of -GN Ry i ¢ . yetr e Lol gne U ad feves

and cighty one, and in the fixth year of she ind pendanceef the-Lndedflates of America,
- - THOMAS M‘KEAN, PresipanT.
ATTRST, CuarLzs THOM5ON, Sccretary.

<
By Hs EXCELLENCY .

JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Escurs,

Governor, Captain-General, and Commander in Chief, in and over the
- State of Conne8icut, in America ; -

A PROCLAMATION

HAVE thought fit, by and with the advice of the council, to appoint, and do hereby
I appoint, the 20irseenth day of December acxt, to be fetapart and religioufly obferved as a

day of Thank/giving and Prayer ; that all the people in this State may affemble on
that day, and join all the worfhipping affemblies of the United States, with grateful hearts to
celebrate the praifes of our gracious Benefa@or ; to confefs our manifold fins ; to offer up our
moft fervent {upplications to the God of all grace, that it may pleafe him to pardon our offen-
ces, and incline our hearts for the future to keep his laws ; 7 co:{?;rt and relieve our bretbren

who are in diffrefs or captivity ; and for all the bleflings mentioned in the foregoing proclama-
tion, recommended to this, with the reft of the United States.

All fervile labour s [forbidden on [aid day.

GIVEN under my hand in Lebanon, this twenty-fecond day of November, in the year }/ our
Lord, one thoufand, feven bundred and eighty-one, and in the fixth year of the indepen-
dence of the United States of Americag

JONATH. TRUMBULL.
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