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Mary1and, 
, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina. 
South, Carolina, 

• Mr. Hanfon 
Mr. Canoll 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Madifon ., 
Mr. Randolph 
Mr. Hawkins ' 
Mr. Mathews 
Mr. Middleton 

no 

no , , 

no 'IJO 

no 
no 1 ~-. .. , . ny , , ' 

1%.1 

, 

, 

, 
' " , " 

Mr. Motte II} , 
ay , , 

. ,Mr. Eveleigh ay , 
• 

Georgia Mr. Telfair 
Ml'.N. W. Jones 

So it paffed in the negative. 

n(} 
tlivial; .ay 

, 

• , 

, , 
, " 

• 
• j •• ' 

The committee,' cOllfi{lin~ of Mr. WithedpooD, Mr, 
Montgomery, Mr. Vamum, Mr. Sherman, app,oint~d.Jt 
prepare a recommendation for fetting apart a day of pu~ 
] ic tha~kfgivin~ and prayer, reported the draught oi,a pr~ 
cJarnatJon, which was agreed to as follows: , 

PRO C LAM· A T ION. . , 
_ Whereas, it hath pleafed Almighty God. the father 

mercies, remarkably to affift and fupport the Uniteel 
of AIn~rica in their important ftruggle for liberty, 
the long continued eff'ortw of 8 powerful nation: 
duty of all ranks to obfe~\'e and thankfuUy 
the interpofidolls of his providence in their, 
Through. the whole of the conteft, frdtu itsfirft rife, to 
tilDe, the influence of divine )\'ovidence moy be 
perceived in many fignal inftances, of which we 
but a few, 

[n revealing the councils of our encmiea, when the 
covel"ies were feafonable allcl important, and the ' 
feeming1y inadequate en' fortuitous: in prefervi~g 
e"!e!l i mpl'o ving, the union of the feverat nates, on , 
breach of which onr enemies placed their greateft 
~lIce: in incrcafing,the llumber,.aJl<i adding to the 
attachmellt of the fdends:CJ( liberty: in grantb1g 
able de,livel"ances, and blcfijng ulJwirh the JllOft ftgl)nJ 
cefs, when aff'nirs feemed to have the moft difco 
oppea,rlU.lce: in railing Up1"OI' 118 a powerf~l and , 
ally, In one of tbe fidt: of the EUl"()pean powers: III 

founding the cOllncils of our eneDlies, and fuifel'ing 
1° 

, 
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pnrfue fnch meafures, as have moll nirlH~Hy coonihmcd 
fl'ullrare their own ~efires anclexpedatio,.s: above all, 
makingtheirextrMle cruehy to the inhabitau(so[thefe 
tes, when jn their power, and' their favage devaftation 

I"ty, the very means of cementing onr ulijol1, and' 
vigour h; every effol't in oppofition to the1l1. 

A as we canlluthelp'Je:uling the good people of thefe 
es to a rerrofpect on th~ events which have taken place 

Ihe beginnillg of the war, fo we recommen(1 jn 3, 

cnlar man'ner to their obfervadolJ, the goodllffs of 
in the yeaI' now drawing tQ a con'c1ufion. In which 

confederation of the Unired States has been complear. 
: ill which the"e have bC,en- Co mauy illHances of prow· 
and fuccefs in OOl' armies, particularly ill Ihe ({)lliherll 

whel·e. lIot~tl.l!bnding the difficiJlties with ",lIidl 
had to ftruggle, tlley have' recovered the whole C()UIJ­

which the enemy'had lJ..,errut(j le,ln'ing them md)' a 
01' two on or neul' the {ea: in whicb we l)~\Vebt>en Ii, 

\verfnJ]y and effet.''ttially affillecl by our allies,. while ill 
I the r.onjulld operations the molt perfect harllloltY has 
ofifted ill the allied army: in w hid) there has, been fo 
flltifuJ a harvell, and fo g)Oeat ahuwJr<nce of I'he fruits 
the earth .of eve,ry kind, as not Gnly enables us ealily , 
lllpply the wiiurs 'of our army, but gives comfl)f( and 

'lids to the whole peoplt:>: a'n.~· ill which. after , he 
S (If our alJiesby fea, ~I tf;eneraJ (If the firft rallk, with 

whole army, haa been captured hy tli" allied f . .ITCeS 

er the «lil'I~!'~'tjon of our commander ill chid: I 

It is therefore recohJmended to th~ feveral flates to ret .' , 

the thjrt~enth day of Decel1,be" next, to he religi. 
obfe"ved as n day.ofthankfgivillg ~Jl(1 prnyer. thllt. 

the people may alfemltt'e on that day, with g"aldul 
to celebrate the'praifes of 01)1' gruciou$ bellc:r;~Ct()I" 5 

confefs our manifold fills; tf) oft'el' Ilf) our molt {"nenc 
plications to the Gocl of aB g"ace, that it may. pleofe 

III to pal'don our ()~enCeE1, arid incline 001' he-al't:ti'o" the 
nl"e to keep an'his laws;' to comfort nnd "eHev(' all OUI' 

n who ,are in dHbef$ or captivity ~ to p,·ofj)(·.· our 
Ibanclmen, all.ll:give fuccefsto lin engag.ed in Jr.wfhl COlli. 

j to impart wifdum U1'II' ill·tev;rhy tn our cltuncil/rvs, 
gll.Wllt ancl fortitude to nn I' () flice,'s 'SIld {()h I it' r.'l j to 

dl and profper onr illuftl"iotls ally. alld ·favour IIUI' 

led cxertions fo,' t.,e {peedy t"f:-tL~ilhlllcltt (If a r.de, 
ura.ble "nd. Jailing l,e~u.:e.;. to IJlds all /"t·tnjlJadc:.~ of 

l~an.dJl~ •. 
, 

• 

• 
, 

• 

• 

, 
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learning; an'd caure the knowledge of God to COVtr tlu 
earth, as the waters cover tbe feas. 

A motion was made by the delegates of Virginia: . 
" That inafmuch as it app~ars from the journal Oflbl 

%'tb of November, '775 ~ the 28tb of July, the 12th,of Au· 
gut!, the 12th of Septcmber,'the loth and 20th .. fOctober, 
and the 2« of November, 1778 ; the ud and 26th January, 
the< .6th and 23d .'ebruary, tbe 1ft of March, the IFh 
of April, the 11th ~lId 28th of May, the 1ft ot June, the 

51h and 28th of July. the z7th ofSeptelllber, the 20th and 
22d December, J 779; that after o~ders (flr. referring 
}>apers to a committee, or f«lr the recommitment of are· 
port, it was expreffly provided- in fome of the preceding 
ir.fiances, that the committee thould be illflrncted, ill o. 
thers that they lhould be directed, and in others that thty 
fuould 1,e authorifed to hear evidence, and reduce to writ. 
lng fnch parts thereof as they ·/hould think proper, to con. 
fer with perfons not memUel"!5 of Congrefo, or to fend fllr 
.perrons or paper;;: and as it appears to be the ufage of 
Congrefs in cafel! of moment or difficulty. or ilJ whicb it 
may be their pleafure, that committees Ibould have ,e' 
C~Jllrfe to documents, proofs or evidence, other than thofe 
which are to be found among the records or on the filmf 
Congrefs, to inftruci them 'ilecially for this purpofe; and 
as the delegates of Virginia baving received not:ce ,from 
the committee. to wbom was recommitted the report 
the ceffions ef Con nedicut, New-York and Vil1ginia, 
nn the memorials of the Vandalia', Illinois, Ouabache, . 
IndianacoDlpanies, that theylhould ~onfer with the 
thereof, on a day now paft, did for the reafons nfiiglled 
their motion of tbe 16th. requeft the faid committee 
pon-pone fl1cb conference until th'e fenfe of Congrefs 
be taken, how far they were warranted by the 
their appointment to enter thereon: 

,e It be declared, that the recommitment of the raid 
does not authorife the faid committee to admit 
to hear documents proofs or evidence not amollg the 
cord~, nor 011 the files of Congrefl, which have not 
fpecially referred to them." 

On tbe quefiion to agree, to thil, 
The y~Q' and nllYs being I equired by tile delegates 

, 

Mr. Partridge 
Mr. Of good 



, 

OCT 0 D i'll, I 78 r . , 

Rbocle.Ifiand. Mr. Mowry n" J .. 
COJllledicll t, Mr. Sherman "" 

, 

nD Mr. Law n" , 

New· Jedey, Mr. Wit'herCpooD 
Mr. Clarke 11f) • 

• Mr. BOl1dinot no 
no 

Mr. Elmer, nil . 

I'ennfylvania, , Mr. Montgomery no 
nfl Mr. Clymer no 

Maryland, ·Mr. HanCon 1Jf) . no Mr. Carro)) • no 
Virgini~" Mr.MadifoD • (.ry 

(1)1 Mr. Ran,dolph 
• , 

lIy 
North ·CaroJin_ Mr. Hawkins lIy 1 • 
South-CaroHIl3, . Mr. Middleton IIY 

Mr~ Motte ay fly 
Mr. Eveleigh ay 

Georgia, Mr. T~lfair I tty 
Mr. N. W. Jones a.l 

II) , 

So it palred in the negalh·e'. 
• 

M 0 N D A Y, OCTOBER 29' 178 •• 

On motion of Mr. Clymer, fecontlCl'd by Mr. Ofgooc1 : I 
Order.ed. Th'at tbe committee of commerce deliver the 

anef/papers of their department to tbe comptruller 
accounts; and that thereupon, they be dj{char~ed. 
On a report of the committee, confi/Hng of Mr. Ran­
ph. Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Varnum, Mr. Carro)). to whom 

referred the Jetters of the 16th and '9th from gene­
Walhington : 

That the thanks of tile United States ill Con­
affembled, be preCented to bis' excellency general 
ogton, for' the eminent fervices which he has ren­
to the Uniled States. and particularly for the wen 
ed pJan agajlJft the Driti/h ~arrifona in York and 

; for the vigor. attention and military lkiJl with 
'ch that plan was executed; arid for the wifdofJ) and 

• 

enee manif .. Red in the capituJation : 
That the thanks ofth~ United Statell in Congrefs nffem. 

be prefented to his exeelJetlcy the count de Rocham· 
u, for l.he cordiality, zeal. judgment and' fortitude, 

tit which be fecoucled Rnd advanced tho prog"efs of the 
army againft the BritHh gnrrifon in York: 

Thilt the thanks of the United State. in Gongrefs nllem· 
bJed, I 

, 

• 

• 

• 
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bled, be prefented to his ~~ee1Jency count .de G~aae lor 
his difplay of /kill and bravery jn attacking and defe~ting 
the Britifh fleel off t-he Bay of Chefapeake~ apd for his zeal 
and alacrity in rendering, with the fleet under, his COm. 

me.ntl~ the mofl: effedual and diftinguilhed aid and fupport 
to the operations of the allied army in Virginia: 

That the thanks of the United StMes in Congrefs afi'em. 
bled, be prefented to the commanding and other ollicen 
cf the corps of artillery and engineers of the allied army, 
who fuftained ex~raordinary fatigue a~ld danger in their 
animated and gallant approaches to the lines oft,be enemy: 

That general Wafhington be directed to eommunicate-to 
the other officers and the foldiers under his command, the 
thanks of the United States jn Congl"efs aifembled fortheir 
conduct al)d valour on this occafioli:'" 

Rtfllvcd, That the United Stales in Congre s alfem~led, 
'Will caufe to be erected at York in Virgini;i, a marble co. 
lumn, adorned with emblems of the alliance between the 
United States, and His Moft Chrii1:ian Majefty; and in·, 

. feribed with a fnccinC"t narrative of the lurrenrler of earl 
CornwaIlis, to his excelJency general Wafuington, com. 
mander in chief of the: combined forces of America and 
France; to his exceJlency tbe countde Rochambeau, (11m' 

manding the -auxiliary trool'8 of His MoO: 
jefty in America, and his exeeJlency., the . 
commending in chief the naval army of France in Chef I, 
])eake. -. , . 

Re.fo1flttl, That two {lands of c()l~urs taken' from the 
Britilh a.rmy under the capitulation of York, be prcfentrd 
to his excellency general Wafuington, in the nam~ . 
Unhed State. in Congrefs am~mbled. . 

RtfllfJed,- That two pieces of the field ordnance, ukra 
from the BritHh anny under the capiJulntioll of York, 
prefenred by the comma nder in chief of the American ar· 
my, to count de Roc:bambeau; and that there be 
ed thereon a fuort memorandum, •. hat Congrefs were 
duced to prefent them f.·om confederations· of the 
ous part which he bore in effel.'iuating the fl1rrender. , 

Re[olved, That the fecretary of foreign affairs be dired' 
ed to re'lueft the minifier plenipotentiary of His 
Chriflian Majefty, to inform his' majeR-y, tbat it 
wifb of Congrefs, tbat count de GraUe may be 
to accept a tellimony of their IlJ,pr()bation, lim 
.0 be ptefcmted. tl C() uut de ·Ilocllambeau. 

• 




