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Maryland, . Mr. Hanfon ”
- Mr. Carroll ﬂ%} "
Virginia, Mr. Jones 70y .
Mr. Madifon = #0% g
Mr. Randolph no%
North-Carolina, Mr. Hawkins =~ 0 ) %
South.Carolina, Mr. Mathews ay ..
. Mr. Middleton ay :
Mr. Motte ay }’J{ |
' Mr. Eveleigh ay ;
Georgia Mr. Telfair oY .
Mr. N. W. Jones ay} vids

So it pafled in the negative.
FRIDAY, Ocroser 26, 1781.

The committee,: confifting of Mr. Wither{poon, M
Montgomery, Mr. Varnum, Mr. Sherman, appointed u
prepare a recommendation for fetting apart a day of pu
lic thankfgiving and prayer, reported the draught of a pre
clamation, which was agreed to as follows:

P R OCL A MATTIEION

r -~ Whereas, it hath pleafed Almighty God, the father:
mercies, remarkably to affift and fupport the United State
of America in their important ftruggle for liberty, agail
the long continued efforts of a powerful natien : ivistl
duty of all ranks to obferve and thankfully acknowledj
the interpofitions of his providence in their  behal
Through the whole of the conteft, fromw its firft rife toth
time, the influence of divine providénce may be clearl
perceived in many fignal inftances, of which we menti
but a few. L

In revealing the councils of our enemies, when thed
coveries were feafonable and important, and the mea
feemingly inadequate or fortuitous: in prefervinga
even imoroving the union of the feveral ftates, on b
breach of which our enemies placed their greateft depek
ence: in increafing the number, and adding to the zeala
attachment of the friends.of liberty : in granting remark
able deliverances, and blefling us,with the moft fignal (i
cefs, when affairs feemed to have the moft difcouragn
appearance : in raifing upfor usa powerful and gentr
ally, in one of the firlt of the European powers: 1
founding the councils of our enemies, and fuffering th

,!0
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w purfue fuch meafures, as have molt directly contribuied
o fruftrate their own defires and expedtatious : above all,
is making their extrame cruelty to the inhabitantsoi thele
fates, when in their power, and their favage devaftation
of property, the very means of cementing our unjon, and
dding vigour to every effort in oppofition to them.

And as we i:ammt-help'leatling the gnﬂd people of thefe
flates to a retrofpedt on the events which have taken place
ince the beginning of the war, fo we recommend in a
prticolar manmner to their obfervaiion, the goodnefs of
Ged in the year now drawing to a conclufion. In which
the confederation of the United States has been complear-
ed: in which there have been o mnany inftances of prow-
efls and fuccefs in our armies, particularly 10 the fouthern
jates, where, lmt\;ifithﬁamling the difficulties with which
hey had to ftruggle, thiey baverecovered the whoie coun-
iry which the encm}f‘ﬁad oxerrmtr; leaving cthem only a
poft or two on or near the fea: in which we have been fo
nowerfully and effectually aflifted by our allies, while in
il the conjunct operations the molt perfect barmony has
fubfited in the allied army: in which there has. been fo
plentiful a harvelt, and fo great abuidance of the frons
f the earth of every kind, as not only enables us ealily
to lupply the waunts of our army, but gives comfort and
happinefs to the whole people: ana in which, after rhe
fuccefls of our allies by fea, a general of the firft rank, with
is whole army, has been captured by thie allied furces/
inder the direction of our commander in chict, .
It is therefore recommended to the feveral ftates to fet
apart the thirteenth day of December next, to be religi-
ully ob{erved as a day of thankfgiving and prayer ; that,
ll the peuple may aflemble on that day, wirth grateful
earts, to celebrate the praifes of our gracious benefactor;
o confels our manifold fins ; tn offer up our molt fervent
ipplications to the God of all grace, that it way, pleale
im to pardon our offences, and incline our heavts for the
uture to keep all his laws ; to comfort and relteve all our
rethren who .are In diftrefs or captivity ; to profper our
ubandmen, and give fuccefs to all engaged in lnwithi com.
lerce ; to immpart wildom and inteprity to our councillars,
udgment and fortitude to our ofticers and foldiers ; o
fotedt and profper our iltuttrious ally, and favour our
iited exertions For the fpeedy elbablifhment of a fafe,
ohourable alld. lﬂﬂ'ing peace 3 Lo blels all feminaries of

jearning
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Jearning; and caufe the knowledge of God to cover
earth, asthe waters cover the feas. |

A motion was made by the delegates of Virginia:.

¢ That inafmuch as it appears from the journal of th
2 7th of November, §775 ; the 28th of July, the 12th of Au.
puft,the 12th of September, the 1oth and 20th of Ociober,
and the 2d of November, 1778 ; the 22d and 26th January
the 16th and 23d February, the 1t of March, the ;i
of April, the 11th and 28th of May, the 1ft of June, the
gth and 28th of July, the 27th of September, the 20th and
22d December, 1779 ; that after orders for referring
papers to a committee, or for the recommitment of are.
port, it was expreflly provided- in fome of the precedin
inftances, that the committee fthould be inftrucied, ins.
thers that they fhounld be directed, and in others that tiey
fhould be authorifed to hear evidence, and reduce to wri.
ing {uch parts thereof as they fhould think proper, to con
fer with perfons not members of Congrefs, or ro fend fur
perfons or papers: and as it appears to be the nfage of
Congrefs in cafes of moment or difhiculty, orin which i
may be their pleafure, that committees fthould have re:
courfe to documents, proofs or evidence, other than thof
which are to be found among the records or on the filesof
Congrefs, to inftruci them fpecially for this purpofe; and
as the delegates of Virginia having received notice (fron
the committee, to whom was recommitted the reporta
the ceflions of Connecticut, New-York and Virginia, an
on the memorials of the Vandalia, Hllinois, Cuabache, and
Indiana companies, that they fhould confer with the agent
thereof, on a day now paft, did for the reafons aflignedir
their motion of the 16th, requeft the faid committee &
poftpone fuch conference until the fenfe of Congrefs fhoul
be taken, how far they were warranted by the terms
their appointment to enter thereon:

¢ |t be declared,that the recommitment of the faid rep
does not authorife the faid committee to admit counfel, o
to hear documents proofs or evidence not among the
cords, nor on the files of Congrefs, which have not bt

{pecially referred to them.”
On the queftion to agree to this, |
The yeas and nays being 1equired by the delegatet

Virginia,
Ma(lachufetts, Mr. Partridge 7”9 } -
Ml‘- OngOd /14
Rhode-lflaud,
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Rhode-1fland, Mr. Mowry no ] ®
Connedticut, Mr. Sherman A0
‘ Mr. Law | no} 70
New- Jerfey, Mr. Witherfpoon 7o
Mr, Clarke vl 4B
Mr. Boudinot o C 7Y
Mr. Elmer. 726
Pennfylvania, ' Mr. Montgomery na% o
Mr. Clymcr P10
Maryland, ‘Mr. Hanfon ﬂa} .
Mr. Carroll = 720S”
Virpinia,. Mr.Madifon ay
s Mr. Ran,dolph " ay v
North-Carolings Mr. Hawkins ay 1 *
South-Carolina, -Mr. Middleton ay
Ml'f Motte ay > ay
Mr, Eveleigh ay
Ceorgia, Mr. Telfair  dy

| Mr. N. W. Jones ay§“
So it paffed in the negative. ‘

MONDAY, OcTOoBER 2(}; 1781.

On motion of Mr. Clymer, feconded by Mr, Ofgaod S

Ordered, That the committee of commerce deliver the
books and‘papers of their department to the comprroller
f accounts; and that thereupon, they be difcharged.

On a report of the commitree, condifting of Mr. Ran-
lolph, Mr. Boudinot, Mr. Varnum, Mr. Carroll, to whom
pere referred the letters of the 16th and 1gth from gene-

al Wathington :

Refolved, ‘That the thanks of the United States in Con-
rels aflembled, be prefented to his excellency general

ahington, for the eminent fervices which he has ren.
jered to the United States, and particularly for the well
oncerted plan againft the Britith garrifons in York and

loucefter; for the vigor, attention and military fkill with
hich that plan was executed; and for the wifdom and
rudence manifeftéd in the capitulation :

That the thanks of the United States in Congrefs aflem-
led, be prefented to his excellency the count de Rocham-
ean, for the cordiality, zeal, judgment and ' forritude,

ith which he feconded and advanced the progrefs of the
llied army againft the Britith garrifon in York:

That the thanks of the United States in Gongrcfi ?!gem-

ed,
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bled, be prefented to his excellency count de G}aﬂé,Tu,
his difplay of fkill and bravery in attacking and def’eating
the Britith fleet off the Bay of Chefapeake, and for his gy
and alacrity in rendering, with the fleet under his cop.
mend, the moft effectual and diftinguithed aid and fuppo,
to the operations of the allied army in Virginia:

That the thanks of the United Statesin Congrefs aflen.
bled, be prefented to the commanding and other officers
of the corps of artillery and engineers of the allied army,
who fuftained extraordinary fatigue and danger in their
animated and gallant approaches to the lines of the enemy:

That general Wathington be directed to communicateto
the other pfficers and the foldiers under his comnmand, the
thanks of the United States in Congrefs aflembled for their
condudt and valour on this occafion:

Refolved, That the United Statesin Congreﬁ.‘:ﬂembled,

will caufe to be erected at York in Virginia, a marble «.
lumn, adorned with emblems of thealliance between the
United States, and His Moft Chriitian Majefty ; and in.
. feribed with a fucciné® narrative of the furrender of eu]
Cornwallis, to his excellency general Wafhington, com.
mander in chief of the combined forces of America and
France ; to his excellency the countde Rochambeau, con- |
manding the-auxiliary troops o€ His Moft Chriftiga M.
jelty in America, and his excellency. the cou raffe
commending in chief the naval army of France in Chefi,
reake, , o
] Refolved, 'That two ftands of colours taken from th
Britifh army under the capitulation of York, be prefentd
to his excellency general Wathington, in the name of the
United States in Congrefs aflembled. |

Refolved, That two pieces of the field ordnance, taka
from the Britith army under the capitulation of York, bt
prefented by the commander in chief of the Americanar
my, to count de Rochambeau ; and that there be engrav
ed thereon a fhort memorandum, that Congrefs were it
duced to prefent them from confiderations. of the illulr
ous part which he bore in effetnating the furrender.

Refolved, That the fecretary of foreign affairs be dired
ed to requeft the minifter plenipotentiary of His Mok
Chriftian Majefty, toinform his majefty, that it 18 the
wifh of Congrefs, that count de Grafle may be permlm“
to accept a teftimony of their approbation, fimilar tth

to be prefented to count de Rochambeau.
Refolvs,






