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1 COR. III. 7.

NEITHER IS HE THAT PLANTETH ANY THING, NEI-

THER HE THAT WATERETH ; BUT GOD THAT

“SGIVETH THE INCREASE.

M MONGST the infinite and 1neffable advantages de-

rived to mankind from divine revelation, may be
reckoned the clucidation of feveral truths highly important

to human happinefs ; which, without fome f{upernatural

light or illuftration, would probably, by reafon of their
dark and recondite nature, have been for ever, if not in-
tirely unknown, yet at leaft very imperfeCtly comprehend-

ed or underitood.

Amaongft others may be enumerated the great and im-
portant article of a particular providence.—This interefting

truth {cems to be alimoft beyond the reach of human in-
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tellet to difcover.—Proofs of a general providence may be
colle€ed from the order and economy of nature; and me-
taphyfical reafoning may infer, that a particular providence
is neceflarily implied or included therein. But infinite and
infuperable difficulties attend the one, which do not fo ap-
parently apply to the other.——That God, who made the
world, fhould govern it by general laws, {feems obvious to,
and eonfonant with, reafon: but that he fhould fuperin-
tend every minute occurrence ; that he fhould dire& the
moft inconfiderable event that can happen to the moft in-
confiderable being ; that not a {parrow fhould fall to the
ground without his knowledge and permiffion; and that
the very hairs of our head fhould be all numbered by him ;
(and that thefe things are {o, however incomprehenfible it
may appear to us, the divine truth hath declared ;) this is a

myftery {o intricate and involved in difficulty, that without

revelation it never could, I think, have been rightly or

fully afcertained.

Innumerable incidents indeed, after the knowledge of
this truth ‘hath been once imparted to the mind, will
{erve to confirm and improve it. Men will obferve, both

in regard to themfelves and others, many circumftances
8 | and
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and occurrences, wherein marks of a particular providence

will vifibly appear to them. They will recognife the hand
and interpofition of God, frequently exerted in their fa-
vour, in unexpeéted deliverances from dangers, from fick-

nefs, from misfortunes, from, in fhort, innumerable evils
and calamities : and the conviction they will derive from
hence of the truth pointed out to them, will exceed any
that the moft conclufive reafoning or logical deduction

could have produced. But obfervations of this kind,

though they may corroborate and give force to the know-
ledge of a particular providence when communicated to
the mind, could never of themfelves have difcovered or

have afcertained it. For how could reafon—by their

means alone,—have inferred fuch particular providence,
when it obferved the good and virtuous fuffering all the
anguith and poignancy of diftrefs,—the rightcous as 1t
were forfaken and begging their bread, while the ungodly
and wicked were rifing to the fummit of profperity, to the
pinnacle of human happinefs ?—~How could reafon, by
their means alone, have inferred a particular providence ;
when, notwithftanding the general order obfervable in the
univerfe, it confidered the myflerious, the inexplicable dif-
penfation awaiting the whole animal creation; when it
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regarded thc various convulfions and anomalies that f{o
frequently difturb and disfigure the moft beautiful parts of
nature ; introducing horror, devaftation, and fterility, i
the room of plenty, fertility, and beauty P—How could
reafon alone have inferred a particular providence, when it
daily perceived pain, and ficknefs, and forrow, and dif-
grace, and penury, and misfortune, and even death itfelf,
dealing their blows indifcriminately ; and fhooting their
{hafts at random, without either aim or fele&ion ?—

Reafon, if it had attended to thefe things, would have
itood aghaft and appalled, its foot would have well.-

nigly {hpped ; nor could it have underftood them with-
cut going into the fan&uary of Geod, the enlightened

pale of revelation. Mankind, in all ages and nations of the

world, indeed, have had a notion or idea of a particular
providence ; and their religious rites and obfervances have
criginated 1n this notion. Prayers, oblations, votive of-
terings, luftrations, and facrifices, can reft or be built upon
no other foundation.—But this notion was derived prima-
rily from divine revelation ; and was communicated or
tranfmitted down from generation to generation by tradi-
tion. In proof and confirmation of which affertion, it
may be obferved, that the knowledge and belief of this

truth
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truth in the heathen world grew faint and imperfe®, in
proportion as men were remnoved farther from the fource

or fountain, that is, from revelation, whence it originally

emaned. Thus what was believed generally, and without

hefitation, in the age of Homer, was admitted with excep-

tion and doubt in after-ages ;j—and in that of Epicurus
was almoft univerfally rejected or difbelieved.—S5carcely a
trace of revelation now remained : its lamp was in 2 man-
ner extinguithed ; and all that light, which had been dif-

fufed by it, had gradually died away and expircd.

This truth was firft made known to mankind, {con afier
the creation of the world, by that immediate part or con-
cern, which, according to the Mofaic account, God vifibly
‘took in the dire&tion and regulation of humanaffairs.—After
the flood, the impreffion of it was confirmed, or rather re-
vived (for it was beginning to wear away) by God’s. cove-
nant with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob-; and by that re-
- yelation, which he made of himfelf to Mofes and the
Prophets.—The Gofpel gave completion to it; for this, by
- declaring, in the moit explicit and unequivocal terms, the {fu-
perintendency, or over-ruling providence, of God throughout

the univerfe, not only placed this myftery beyond the reach

ot
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of doubt ; but by laying open at the fame time a future
ftate to corre&t and re&ify the inequalities of the prefent
one, removed many of the difliculties, with which it was
before clouded and obfcured. Now it was cxprefsly re-
vealed, that ¢¢ neither is he that planteth any thing, nei-
¢ ther he that watereth, but God that giveth the in-
¢ creafe :”’=—that ** God clotheth the grafs of the field,
¢ which to-day is, and to-morrow 1is caft into the oven:”—
that ¢¢ he feedeth the fowls of the air, which neither
“« fow, nor reap, nor gather into barns :”’~—and, ¢ that he
¢ knoweth all things whereof we have need ; and that if
“ we feeck his kingdom, and his righteoufnefs, they thall

‘“ be all added, or given, unto us,”

Many difficulties undoubtedly f{till remain and attemd
upon this article; difficulties perhaps impoflible to be
folved by the limited and confined powers of our weak un-
derftandings. But the article itfelf is afcertained ; and

refts upon the divine authority of the Gofpel. It cannot
therefore be called into queftion by Chriftians. We are to

recollect, that ‘¢ we now only fee through a glafs darkly ;
¢ that we know only in part. When that which is per-
“ {ect is come, thien that ‘which is in part thall be done

<4 away.
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¢ away. Then we fhall know, even as we are known

¢¢ ywe fhall {ee face to face.” 1 Cor. xiii. 10.

What is revealed, though not f{ufficient perhaps to fa-
tisfy a reftlefs and boundlefs curiofity, will be enough, if
properly applied and attended to, not only to an{wer the
purpofes of our prefent exiftence, but to make us wife

unto {alvation. It will fuffice to render us virtuous and

happy here ; and will conduce to our everlafting happinefs

“hereafter.

1ft. It will be a fource of inexpreflible comfort and {a-

tisfaétion to thofe who meet with trouble, misfortune, or
difappointment. =To know, that nothing happens by
chance ; and that whatever comes to pafs, comes to pafs
with the knowledge, and by the permiffion of that moft
merciful and gracious Being, who, in all his difpenfations,
has fome wife and great end in view, muft neceflarily be
replete with confolation to thofe, who may at any time fall
Into ad\.rerﬁty or affliGtion. They will not at once fink un-
der the preffure of it, or abandon themfelves to defpair;
but will fupport themfelves with faith in the over-ruling

providence of God ; with truft and reliance upon his pro-

te&ion ;
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tection ; and with hope that he wili in due time deliver

them ; and that <€ all things will in the end work toge-
¢ ther for good.”—They will turn to him in their trouble
with weeping and {fupplication ; and will pray unto him,
and fay, ¢ O Lord, fpare us; fave and deliver us from the
‘¢ evil which troubles us ; and be not angry with us for
‘¢ ever.”’—They will form their minds to habits of patience,
humility, and refignation : and, by virtue of thefe graces, |
and a fincere and unfhaken piety, will reconcile themf{elves
in fome {ort to their lot and fituation; will find the bur-
then and forrows of 1t lightened; and will feel a ray of
confolation beaming upon their minds, almoft {ufficient
to difperfe and chace away the clouds that hang over and

darken them.,

2dly. When thefe clouds are removed, and the {un
breaks forth again with bright and effulgent luftre ;—
when affiiction and misfortunes ceafe to trouble, and their
fadnefs 1s converted into joy ;—when profperity gladdens
their hearts, and every {cene around them wears a chearful
and {miling countenance ;j—then ¢ will they give God the
¢ the praife;” and “ afcribe unto him the honour due
¢¢ unto his name.”’—They will proftrate themf{clves before

him
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him with praifes and thank{zivings ; knowing that in him
are the iffues of life and death; and that ¢¢ neither is he

‘¢ that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, but

¥ God that giveth the increafe.”—They will acknow-
ledge, that the happy change which they have experienced,
has not been owing to-any thought; or contrivance, or
power, or fkill, or wif{dom of their own ; but to the tender
mercies and loving-kindnefs of God :—their hearts will
overflow with gratitude in confequence of {uch knowledge ;
and in a tran{port of joy they will fay with the Pfalmuift;
¢ Praife the Lord, O my {oul, and forget not all his be-
¢« nefits.” PL ciii.— While I lLive, will I praife the

¢ Lord; yea, as long as I have any being, I will fing

¢¢ praifes unto my God.” Pf. cxlvi.

Laftly, What is revealed of this truth, will -alfo {uffice
to render men at all times obedient to God, and obfervant
of his laws; to ¢ keep them from . prefumptuous fins,”
and to guard and fecure them in the ways of righteoufnefs.
‘No one, under the perfuafion and belief, that an omnifcient
and omnipotent Being fuperintends and over-rules the

univerfe, will ever dare to -tranfgrefs his laws or violate

his commandments. Anxious for the favour and pro-
C teétion



[ 14 1]
teCtion of this great and tremendous Being, he will in all

things ftudy and endeavour to pleafe, to ferve, and to obey
him. He will reverence his authority,—will adore his
majefty,~—will fupplicate his mercy,—and < will commit

¢ the keeping of his foul to him in well-doing, as unto a

¢¢ faithful Creator.” 1 Pet. iv. 19.

Such will be the natural and happy effe&ts of that light

and information, which hath been communicated to us by
revelation, concerning a particular providence: effects of

{o much confequence, and {o conducive both to virtue and

happinefs, that their importance can hardly be adequately
or properly defcribed.

The joyful and aufpicious event, which has given oc-
cafion to the prefent folemnity, is a clear and illuftrative
proof of the truths here advanced ; for if ever a particular
providence was vifibly exerted on any emergency, it ap-

pears to have been fo on the one which has now called

us together.

The fudden and unexpeted calamity, which deprived
an affeCtionate and loyal people of the prefence of their
beloved
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beloved Sovereign ;j—which forced from the moft amiable

of queens, and her lovely progeny, the kindeft and beft
of hufbands and fathers ;—~which withheld from the cabi-

nets of Europe, in the moft important and critical junc-
ture, the aid and advice of that Potentate ; who, from
his knowledge and experience, and the confidence univer-

{fally placed in him, was beft able to regulate the move-

ments, and preferve the tranquillity of it ;—this {o {fudden
and unexpected calamity, like an explofion or thunderbolt,
{truck every one with difmay, with terror, and confter-
nation. The whole kingdom was inftantly plunged by 1t

into defpair; and all Europe ftood aftonifhed, and loft as
it were in {ufpenfe.

Myriads of petitions were, in this moment of diftrefs,
addrefied to Heaven for the King’s recovery ;—and if ever
prayers came from the heart, I fincerely believe that thofe
offered on this occafion unfeignedly did fo. ‘The higheft
and the loweft, the old and the young, the bondman and

the free, the citizen and the alien, the denizen and the
natural-born fubje&, were alike earneft in preferring their

fupplications to Heaven for {o great a deliverance. Prayers

offered up with fo much fervency and devotion, were not of-
C 2 fered
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fered up in vain : they winged their way to heaven ; and the
IFather of Mercies moft gracioufly accepted them.—The

King’s recovery was as inftantaneous as was his illnefs. In

a moment the cloud pafifed away : the {un re-appeared in
its {plendor ; and the world felt the vivifying heat of 1it.

—The interpofition of a particular providence was univer-
fally felt and adored.

A tranfition from defpair to hope inftantly took place:

congratulations were mutually interchanged by every one
who met.: and an effufion of joy:burft forth, never known
on any former occafion. It now appeared how decply and

unrivalled the King reigned in the hearts and.affcttions of

his fubje&s; and how tranfcendently his virtues had en-

deared him to all orders and defcriptions of men. A

phxnomenon as wonderful, as unparalleled in the annals
of hiftory, difplayed itfelf on this occafion ;—that of a
King the moft beloved -and moft popular charalter in his

kingdom.—Every {ubje&t of the realm was tranfported

with loyalty, and all Europe rejoiced at ‘the event,

The influence which this merciful a& of Providence
ought to have upon our minds, is the {ubje&t we are now

to
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to attend to.—And if the forrow and difmay, which we
felt during the calamitous fituation of our Sovereign, in-
ftinctively impelled us, in the grief and affliCtion of our
hearts, to ofter up our meft fervent {upplications to Heaven
for the removal cf fo great an evil ;—we ought, in this
hour of univerfal joy, to exprefs our fincere and unfeigned
gratitude and thankfulnefs, for the mercy we have now
received. The bitter cup is paffed away : 1t hath gracioufly
pleafed a kind and relenting Providence to remove it
from us. Let us confider this great mercy as we ought.
L.et us humbly prefent ourfelves before the Throne of
Grace, and offer up our united praifes and thankfgivings,
for this wonderful inftance of divine love. ¢ Let us pratfe
¢« God in his fan&uary ; praife him for his mighty acts ;
¢¢ praife him according to his .excellent greatnefs.” Pfal.cl.
¢« For he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of
«“ great kindnefs, and hath repented him of the evil.”
Jonah iv. 2. ¢ Let us therefore praife him with all

¢« our hearts, and glorify his name for evermore.” Pfal.

Ixxxvi. 12.

Having difcharged this firft and primary duty, incum-
bent upon us on the prefent joyful occafion, let it be our

next
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next care to fubftantiate and give proof of that zeal and
loyalty, which we have exprefled for our Sovereign during
his illnefs, by fhowing a correfpondent obedience to his
legal and conftitutional authority, now he is well. The
act of governing would be eafy, and free from many of
thofe difficulties, which too frequently embarrafs it, were
men more generally obfervant of their duty; their duty to
God, their king, and their country. In fuch cafe, the
office of government would be changed from the painful,
though neceflary talk of punithing evil-doers, to the
pleafing and delightful one of rewarding thofe that do
well. The ftation of royalty would be of all others the
moft defireable, as being moft capable of conferring and
diffufing happinefs. 'The prince and the people would,
as now, always feem to form one family; cemented by

paternal benignity, filial refpect, and mutual love and
affetion.

Laftly, The joyful event which has taken place, thould
alfo be a motive for concord and unanimity amongift our-
felves. A fenfe of danger thould at all times, were men to
be guided by reafon, be a bond of union : but, alas! it
frequently, too frequently, happens otherwife. During

the
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the King’s illnefs, a variety of opinions were agitated re-
fpeting the propriety of meafures to be purfued under fo
difaftrous a fituation. The circumftance was new ; and
a difference of f{entiment took place. Thanks be to Al-
mighty God, the ground of this difference is' now re-
moved ! The King 1s reftored to the withes and ardent
prayers of his people; and one common fentiment, I am
perfuaded, pervades the whole realm. Whatever heat or
diffenfion therefore might prevail during the awful mo-
ment of our trouble, it now ought all to fubfide in the
general joy that has taken place. God grant that it may ;
and that no future occafion may ever happen to revive

the remembrance of 1t!

I conclude with humbly and devoutly offering up my
prayers to the Almighty, that he will perfect to us this

great work of mercy, by confirming the recovery of our

moft gracious Sovereign, protecting him from all evil,
and endowing him with every temporal and {piritual
blefling :—that he will extend his divine grace and pro-
tetion to the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and the Royal
Family :—and that he will blefs and keep us, and all

other our fellow-~{ubje&s, in wealth, peace, and godlinefs ;

I di{pofing
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difpofing our hearts to live in the fear of his holy name,
in dutiful obedience to the King, and in Chriftian love
and charity with each other: or, to fum up the whole in
the concife, but emphatical words of f{cripture; that he «
will incline our hearts ¢¢ to love the brotherhood :—to®

/
¢ fear God :—and to honour,—and with one voice to fay,

““ God fave~—~The King.”



