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PSALM zxxxiv. 14,

SEEK PEACLE, AND ENSUE IT.

T is generally agreed, by writers and profeflors of

jurifprudence, that {tates and nations lie under the

{ame moral obligation, in regard to their tranfac-
tions with each other, as individuals living in natural
fociety. The fame duties of juftice, humanity, for-
bearance from injuries, reparation of them when
committed, together with mutual forgivenefs and de-

fire of reconciliation and peace, are equally incum-

bent upon both,

Tuis moral obligation, when applied to mern. 1n

their individual capacity, is called the law of na-
7 ture ;
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ture; when referred to them in their aggregate or
colleCtive one, the law of nations: but though 1t is
difcriminated by thefe diiferent appellations, its ope-
ration and authority are precifely the fame, and as

binding and coercive in the one application as 1n the

other.

Turs doctrine or pofition being premifed and laid
down antecedently, I fhall proceed to confider the
text as refernng principally to men in their col-

lective capacity : ¢ Seek peace, and enfue it,”

TuEe words are of the Pfalmift; but they are cited,
and enforced with additional authority by St. Peter*,
I {hall take occafion from them to obferve, that 1t 1s the
duty of nations, as it 1s the duty of individuals, to en-
deavour to live in peace, and to communicate with each

other in offices of kindnefs and benevolence.

1. WaR 15 the moft unnatural of all evils; yet not

morg
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more unnatural than finful. It is repugnant to everv
principle of humanity, of virtue, and of rehigion. T'o
{uppofe war never to happen, indeed, would be to
fuppofe human naturc to bc regenerated ; becaufe
the pride, and ambition, and avaricc of mankind
will for ever involve them in the gult of it. But
this will not prove that it 1s natural, or that the
ftate of nature 1s, as fome wild philofophers have
conjectured, a ftate of war: becaule avarice, and

pride, and ambition, are, 1if I may be allowed to

fay fo, unnatural paflions; at leaft, they are fuch
paffions as it 1s the perfection of our nature to re-
ftrain and fubdue. Now, ¢ what every Being s
“ 1n 1ts moft perfect ftate” (according to a great phi-
lofopher) ¢ that is the nature of that Being*.” -
But wars and fightings come from our finful
lufts ; from thofe inordinate appetites and defires
¢ which war againft the foul;” and which are the
refult of the imperfetion, or, to {peak more pro-
petly, of the depravity of our nature., ¢ From whence

“ come wars and fightings amongft you?” fays St.

* Ariftotle,
James.
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James. ¢ Come they not hence, even of your lufts,
‘“ that war in your members ?"—Wars and fightings

then proceed, not from the order—but from the dif-

order—of Nature,

IT may indeed happen, that juft and righteous
nations fhall be compelled, 1n defence of themfelves
or their allies, to draw the fword againft the tyranny
and opprefhion of overbearing and infultng power:
and 1n this cafe, war is both natural and juftifiable;
although 1n regard to the aggreflor it 1s undoubtedly
otherwife. But though they may be neceffitated to
make war, they will make it with extreme reluctance,
and always with hope and defire of fpeedily termi-
nating it by a fafc and honourable peace. They will
ieadily make conceflions, will give up and facrifice
many juit claims and pretenfions, to ftop or prevent
the cfiufion of human blood. This is the duty of
cvery nation ; more efpecially of every Chriftian na-
tion ; becaufe Chriftianity adds to the moral obligation,
which nations lie under, to ¢ feek and enfue peace.”

By
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By what falfe reafoning or logic it 1s, that Chriftian
powers can reconcile to themfelves the unneceffarily

commencing of war ; that they can {fuppofe they have
a right to harrafs and opprefs mankind, to fpread

ruin and defolation, and to deluge every region of the
earth‘with blood—merecly perhaps to gratify a capri-
ciou fancy, an mordinatc ambition, or a greedy and
infatiable avarice—is a paradox {o inexplicable, that,
were we not convinced of 1ts poflibility by frequent
and fatal cxperience, we fhould fcarcely believe it.
Alas! what a dark and melancholy picture does it
exhibit to us of the wretched and incorrigible depra-
vity of human nature! We may call thefe mighty
leaders of armies, thefe invaders and fubduers of

yrovinces,—we may call them perhaps heroes and
i P }

conquerors ;—fuch mifapplication of titles and ho-

nours accords with our depraved and perverted judg-

ments :—but reafon and religion will call them by

their trae names; by the names of ufurpers, pluii-

derers, incendiaries, and aflaffins. Inftead of loading

them with honours, thefe will brand and reproach

B them,
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them, 1n the anguifh and bitternefs of grief and in-
dignation, with the groans of the expiring, the tears
of the widow, and the ciies of the orphan. Thefe
vill {how them the blood which they have {pilt upon
the ground 1n the cruclty of their hearts, and will
cloud thawr reputation with the reeking vapours of it.
Theie will urge them to ¢ fuck peace ”—to feck—Dby
reltoring ther ufurped poflefiions, by repairing the
myuries and wrongs which they have committed, and
by ofter:ng and conceding fair and equitable terms—
a jult and honourable peace;—and, having made
fuch peace, to endecavour to preferve 1t, by ftrictly
and religioully obferving the articles and conditions
of 1t —This, which i1s pomnted out m the latter part
of the text, 1s deferving of a further and more par-

ticalar confideration.

~. It too often happens, that nations, after hav-
ing been engaged in war, agres to make peace, with
no other view or intention, than to take advantage
perhans of the frlt favourable opportunity to break it

3 agd1n.
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again. Compalts and cngagements weigh nothing
with them, in comparifon of what they deem ftatc
policy. They imagine that they arc exempt from
rcligious and moral obligations ; and that national
treaties and conventions, though {worn to, and ratified
by all the {olemn {anctions of religion, arc mere forms
or empty founds ; binding only upon the ignorant,
the credulous, and fuperftitious.—Rut where 1s the
difference between the perfidy of nations and the
perfidy of mdividuals 7 between bodies of men, who
forfeit and violate their promifes, and fingle perfons
who are guilty of hke treachery and deceit? Does
not the fame fraud, the {fame falfhood, the fame per-
jury, ftigmatife the behaviour of the one as of the
other ? They arc undoubtedly equally gulty and
criminal, and will be cqually obnoxious to the juft
and {evere judgments of God. Nay, the obfervance
of public faith 15 a matter of fo much importance to
the general interefts and happinefs of fociety, that the
violation of 1t feems to be proportionably more cul-

pable, as the welfare of greater numbers i1s more

B 2 immcdiatcly
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immediately 1mplicated and concerned n it. The
effect being more extenflively pernicious, the caufe
muft be more deeply malignant, and the crime of it

great in proportion.

tlavivc thus bnefly difcourfed upon the text, [

{hall allot the remainder of the time indulged me, to

| T |

the particular occafion, which has now brought us tos

cether.

\We are affembled, under the fanction of public au-
thoritv, to return thanks to Almighty God for his
having reftored to us, after the late bloody and expen-
five war, the mvaluable blefiing of peace ;—that blef-
fing, which wz {o frequently importuned, {o fervently
implored, and fo humbly and devoutly fupplicated in
this place, during the continuance of the war., If we
recolicct the nant untavourable circumftances which
atrended cur fituation ;—if we confider that the whole

world was 1m a manaer armed againft us, and that

,_.‘

deftruction {oomad oo impend over us from every

quarter ;
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quarter ;=we fhall readily and heartily jom i this
grateful and pious work : we {hall, with unfeigned
lips and undiffembled hearts, offer up our praifes and
thanks to the gracious Giver of all good things, for this

inftance of his mercy and loving-kindnefs towards us.

BuT perhaps fome of you may not feel that pure

warmth of affeCtion and grautude, which appears
highly f{uitable to the occafion : you may wifhfully
look back upon the fplendor and celebrity of this
empire before the commencement of the late troubles,
and may impatiently regret the difmemberment of it.
To fuch I am at a lofs 1n what manner to addrefs my-
felf,—We muft all undoubtedly feel and be {enfible of
what has befallen us. The judgment of Heaven fcems

to have vifited us, in order to correft in us what was

univerfally allowed to be amifs, Our national pride
was become obnoxious to all the kingdoms of the
carth. We are now taught the wife and falutary lef-
fon of moderation and humility. May Heaven grant

us grace to umprove and profit by it!

BuvT,
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BuT, after ail, let us confider, whether we have not
ereater reafon to be thankful, than to repine and be
difcentented : whether the 1iflue of the war has not
been more favcurable, than we had any right to ex-
pect. May we not fhil be a flourtthing and happy
peeple > The welfare and profperity of nations do
not depend altogether upon extent of dominion. Even
fmall ftates are frequently happier than large ones;
and pride and ambition alone 1nduce men to thik

othereife. Qurs, 1t muft be confeffed, however, 1s far

from being a fmall ftate. It 1s large and extenfive,

perhaps more than fufﬁcient]y {o.

Proviprycor has wiftle diftributed the earth into va-

Fious recions and (Jimates, feparating iaem from each

g i
4

-+ {eas, or mountains, or defarts, or fands, or

otior norural Loundaries, to make 1t evident that he

....

intendod they fhould be kept apart, and at no time

brouczir uhder the fame government or dominion.

b

Th2 morai mnpeflibility that a government extending
ver the whele, or the more diffant paits of the earth,
{hould
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{hould be well or nghtly adminiftered, might perhaps
be the reafon—if 1t may be allowed to conjecture con-
cerning {o recondite a {ubject—why Infinite Wifdom
has judged fit to divide and {eparate the different regi-

ons of the earth in the manner I have here defcribed.

Besipes, I muit obferve, that the diverfitics of ¢li-
matc and country—to omit that of language—form
and adapt men for different kinds of government :
prompt and fevere government {uiting the violent and

impetuous difpoﬁtions and charaéters of fome cli-

mates ; while {low, and formal, and more gentle modes
of adminiftration feem better adapted to others. In
any cale, an empire may be too large, too unwieldy,
even to bz governed at all :—and the truth of this ob-
{ervation 1s inconteftably proved by the Macedonian
and Roman empires: for thefe mighty powers had
hardly reached the fumm:t of renown, before they moul-

dered away, and fell into anarchy and confufion,

WE ought then, inftead of repining at our lofles, to
be
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be thankful for the bleflings which are ftill referved
to us; and we fhould endeavour to improve the ad-
vantages of thefe bleflings to the greateft extent and
degree poflible. It 1s recorded by the fage and moral
Piutarch, that Pyrrhus king of Epirus, difcourfing one
day with Cyneas, upon the defign he had formed of
attzclking the Romans, and his hope of {ubduing and
conquering the whole world ;—¢ And when you have
 compleated all thefle conquelts, what then ?” faid
Cyneas :—<¢ Vwhy then,” replied the monarch, ¢ we
‘““will Tive at our eafe; and daily divert our minds
““ with convivial and delightful converfation.” ¢ Ah,
«« Sir,” faid the philofopher, ¢ what hinders you from
« immediatcly cnjoying that happinefs, which you
<« propole to acquire with {o much nfk, and {uch in-

>

“ finitc calamity to yourfelf and others &’

NoTuixs could exceed the wildom and juftnefs. of
the remark.  Happine(s, generally {peaking, 1s within
our rcach; and it depends upon ourfelves whether we
will poflefs 1t or not.—Permit mc then, i conclufion

of
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of this difcourfe, to point out what I think the moft

likely means of attaining it, in our prefent fituation
and circumftances,

Fuft; We muft endeavour to diveflt our minds of
national prejudices, of hatred and malice ; and muft
clfteem thofe, who were lately our enemies, as friends
and allies : we muft forget what 1s paft; and carry on
an amicable correfpondence and intercourfe with them,
Comunerce, not conqueft, feems to be the true in-
tereft of this country; indeed it is the true intereft
of every country: for commerce is the cement of all

national friendfhip and alliance, Providence, when
he feparated the different regions of the earth from
each other, did not preclude or prohibit their friendly
tercourfe. The different productions of nature in
different climates, induce a fort of neceflity for men’s
having recourfe to each other in their mutual wants ;
and for their bartering and exchanging the growth of
thewr refpetive countries, as their feveral occafions
and exigencies may require. ‘This is fimilar and ana-

C logous
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logous to what we find to be the eftablithed order of
Providence in regard to man’s own nature ; the dif-
ferent capacities, powers, talents, underftandings, and
abilities of different perfons, connecting and rendering

them ferviceable and necefiary to each other.

Nor only the cluef comforts and conveniences of
bfe, but many or the greateft improvements 1n f{ci-

ence, 1m arts, 1 manners, m laws, and in religion,
are to be deduccd from the fource of commerce.
Even the pure and ineftimable treafures of the
Gofpel have been derived to us by this channel ;
and 1t 15 our duty, by means of the fame channel,
to fpread and communicate the knowledee of it, if
pofiible, to all who are yet ignorant of it, and

« who full fit in darknefs, and in the fhadow of
«« death.”

THEREFORE cominerce, reconciliation with our ene-

mies, and permanency of peace—together with clofe

and aihiduous application to agriculture, manufac-

tures,
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“tures, and thole ufeful arts and occupations in which
commerce and peace delight—muft be the firft means

of healing our wounds, and of re-cftablithing our

profperity and happinefs.

Seconpry ; Unanimity and concord amongft our-
felves, appear to be equally neceflary to this great
and important work. If ever the fituation of a
country required an union of parts and abilitics,
and of public and patriotic virtues, that of our own,

at this period, unqueftionably comes under the de-

{cription: {o great are the obftacles, fo many are the
difficulties, that occur to be furmounted and over-

COINC,

It would be an irkiome and invidious taflk to retrace
the various circumitances and caufes of our late mif-

fortunes: and perhaps it may be better that they
{hould be buried 1n eternal oblivion : but this, I think,

may {afely be faid, without injury or offence to any
one; viz, that no one party or delcription of men can
C 2 juftly
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juftly blamz or accufe any other for having ¢ {olely "
occafioned the lofies and difafters that havec befallen

us. Whoever were the advifers, whoever were the
minifters, or whoever were the oppolers of the late

war ; they all have had their fhare 1n the unfuccefsful

Hiue of 1t : for, had the different defcriptions of men
in this country been united ;3 had they all alled with
cne heart and one {oul ; the termination and event of
it, under God’s gracious providence, had in all like-
lihood been different from what 1t has really turned
out. But 1t may have pleafed God perhaps, for a

nnithment of our {ins, to make our own divifions and
difunion a prinapal mftrument of our calamities and
misfortunes. Be this as 1t may, I am fure a firm
anion of all that 1s great and good 1s now neceffary to
re-cftablifh cur profperity and happinefs. The enor-
mity of the public debt, the neceffity of impofing
heavy taxes and burthens, the extreme licentioufnefs
of the tmes, the want of order and {fubordination, the
want of principle, the want of virtue, the excefs of

huxury and extravagance, and the alarming increafe of

all
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all forts of crimes and wickednefs, with the neceffity of
an efficient police to reftrain and prevent them ;—thefe
furely—if thefe are of any moment 1n the order and eco-

nomy of foclety—thefe require an exertion of all the

talents and abilities which this country can produce.

But perhaps this exertion will be rendered more

fuccefsful, its views be facilitated, and the obftacles
that impede it be more eafily removed, if we apply

ourfelves,

TuirDpLY, to what feems moft eflentially neceflary

to the re-eftablifhment of our profperity and happi-
nefs; I mean, to relizion. This alone, if 1t be duly,
and earneftly, and confcientioufly attended to, will al-
moft {upply every wantand deficiency ; and will {ingly

effeCt and accomplifh our happinefs.

Rericion will teach us to be patient under our
lofles and misfortunes : and not only to be patient,
but to be thankful to God for having faved us from

the
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1 - 5 - "

o dllmullon that impended over us; and for hav-

reitored to us the blefling of peace. Religion

will teach us to keep and oblerve this peace with

Licred and imviolable truth and hdelity. Religion wiil
croive our enemites; to lay afide all mali-
chel thouchts 3 and to unite with

them 1 owmices of Chnftian chanty.  Religion will

tzach w3 o live in harmony and concord with each
cther, 11 obi:rvance of the laws, and 1n dutiful obe-
dience 1o the King, and to all that are put m autho-
rity unaer hum.  Relizion will teach us to reftrain
and mortify our {inful defires, our carnal lufts and
appetites ; and to Keep them in fubjection to reafon and
the will of God. Religion will teach us to prattife hu-
mility, meeknefs, temperance, moderation, {obriety,
induftry, frugality, love of order, love of peace, love of
our country; m fhort, univerial love and benevolence,

tozether with every moral and Chrifhan virtue.

To conclude ; Religion will teach us to fear God, to

fanctify him 1n our hearts, and to revere his holy

2 Jaws @
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faws : and, above all things, 1t will teach us to refign
and commit ourfelves to his care, to believe in his holy
oofpel, to truft m his gracious promifes, and to look
forward, with moft earneft expectation and defire, to
that appointed and happy time, when his blefled Son
Jefus Chrift fhall reign triumphant over the whole

earth in peace and righteoufnefs,

Rericion will teach us all thefe things : and 1t waill
teach us, moreover, that if we are faithful and dili-
gent to obferve and attend to thefe things, God will
blefs us, and multiply us, and ¢ give us richly all
«« things to enjoy;” and will be our guardian and
protettor ; ¢ and will keep us under the thadow of his
““ wings; and be our refuge until the tyranny of this.
““ world be overpaft; and he fhall have exalted him-
“ {elf above the heavens, and his glory above all the
* earth *,”

* Plalm lvii.



