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Ezra, Chap. ix, Part of 13th and 14th Verfes,

SEEING THAT THOU, OUR GOD, HAST PUNISHED US LESS
THAN OUR INIQUITIES DESERVE, AND HAST GIVEN US
SUCH DELIVERANCE ASTHIS; SHOULD WE AGAIN BREAK
THY COMMANDMENTS, AND JOIN IN AFFINITY WITH
THE PEOPLE OF THESE ABOMINATIONS; WOULDEST THQU

NOT BE ANGRY WITH US, TILL THOU HADST CONSUMED
US:

HERE is no national event, of either forrow or
joy; nothing, that can prefcribe to a people hu-
miliation or gratitude, to which an appofite application
may not be found i the Hiftory of the Jews. That
nation, although peculiarly expectant of temporal re-
wards and punifhments, was yet direfted by their di-

vinely-imfpired Legifllator, under every circumftance of
diftrefls,
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When the difobedience of the Ifraclites had drawn
Jown upon them the wrath of the Almighty, and their
nos were vifited with {courges*; when ¢ their ene-
** mies opprefled them, and they were brought nto
“ fubeltion ™37 titen were they repeatedly called upon
by their prophets, to bewal their imquities s to ¢ amend”
their ¢ ways” and their ¢ doings’;” and to ¢ return

unto the Lord *;” that God might again ¢ have com-
¢ pafiion on them ; and that iniquity” mught ¢ not

¢¢ be their rain .

The fame wipired language prevails, when, under
their more rchigious leaders, and the reftored purity

of their worfhip, God 1nterpoied his gracious arm to
their affitance, and ¢ turned” his ¢ hand againft their

P PO Ivuxax, g2 KLY, = Pl cvi. 42,
3 ler, Vil 3 * Hof xiv. 1.
5 Jer. xil. 13, ¢ Ezek. xviil. 30,

¢ adver-
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« adverfaries ';”? when their enemies fled before them
and ¢¢ one man of”’ them ¢ chafed a thoufand *;” then
were they likewife enjomed, and with cqual denun-
ciations, a {trni& adherence to the duties of religion.
\When depreflcd by unational loffes; or when, as the
prophet fays, ¢ the hoft gocth forth again{ihe cﬁfcmy o

‘“ then” were they to ¢ keep” themfclves ¢ from cvery

““ wicked thing.” So when the Lord had wrought
fome great deliverance, and done fome jmighty thing
for them ; then were they to ¢ cleave unto the Lord

¢“ their God*; to keep his ftatutes and command-

.

“ mentst;” and to ¢ ferve lim in fincerity and in

¢¢ truth &7

¢ God 15 the governor among the nations’,” and
¢ the Lord of the wholeearth ;™" ¢¢ his kingdom ruleth

%

¢ overall”.” Gentiles, equally with Jews, are obje&s

of his providence; the fubjelts of his animadverfion and

regard. ‘The ftability of empires depend on his pleafure ;

¥ Pfa. lxxxi 14. 2 Jol. xxni. 10.

3 Deut. xxiii. q. 4 Dcut. v, 4.

3 [b. 1v. 40. ¥ Jof. xxiv. ) 4. ? Pla. xxi1. 28,
P Zech. iv. 14. 9 Pfa. ciil. 16,

and
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and ¢ he giveth them to whom hewill®; he removeth
¢ kinps, and fctteth up kings®; he increafeth the
¢ nations, and deftroyeth them ; he enlargeth the nations,
““ and firaightencth them again°.” OStates, as well as in~
dividuals, find prote@ion 1 his favour, and fuffering
i lis difpleafure. Under affliction, they fly to penitence
and {upplication to appeafe his anger; in profperity,
to extol his gocdnefs, they turn to thankigiving and
praite.  Hoppy the people, who reccive, with moral
iviproveinent, the vifitation of their God, which correlts

thiat it may amend; and his mercy, which blefles that

1t may Wil to dur}*!

If there ever were a nation, fince the government of

Judea ceafed to be a theocracy, that had reafon to belreve
a {upenintending Providence ; motives to * repent and
¢ turn to God ;" to adore and honour him both 1n his

judgements and his mercies ; obligations to gratitude for

-

Liis goodnefs; calls to liften to his gentle admonitions, and

to improve under his infiruétive difcipline; grounds for

‘ Dan. v, 1= = Ib. 11, 21, 3 Job. xii. 2

-
»

J
humility,
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humility, for truft, and obedience to tle Almghty,
furely 1t 15 Great Britam., If the long-tuffering and
forbearance of the Deity ; if his lenity and kindnefs 5 if
his proteCtion and favour could excite a people to thank{-
giving, and attach them to virtue; it 1s Britain that
muft be the firlt to acknowledge her coligations; “ to e

¢ fing his praifes, and to keep his laws.”

If this appeal be jult and indifputable 5 may we not
well join with ptous Ezra, in the words of the text,
‘¢ feeing that thou, our God, haft pumifhed us lefs than
¢ our niquities deferve, and haft given us” great ¢ de-
¢ Jiverances ; fhould weagain break thy commandments,

¢ adding ingratitude to our wickednefs ; wouldeft thou

¢ not be angry with us, till thou hadft confumed us "

Now, in what hiftoric records, antient or modern, is
the lenient and gracious hand of Heaven, chaftening, or
interpofing 1n the favour of any people, fo vifibly to be

traced, as 1 the annals of this country, both eccle-
fiaftical and civil ?

B Léok
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Look to the @ra of our reformation from the core
ruptions of Popery. Obferve to what fhight and appa-
rently madequate caufes, the religion, we profefs, owed.
her punification.  View her, n fubfequent periods, again:

*exrefed to immunent dangers; at one time, finking
under {uperfuition; at another, maddened with fanas
tictfm, or debaled by hvpocnily ;s nll, at length, we
difcover her on the point of bemng brought back, and
immerged 1n her cngmnal corruptions, had not Pro-
vidence, once more, graciouflv interpofed to fave her
from that gulph of fpintual impurity, and to eftablith
her on a creed, far more fimplified, far more congenial

to evaﬂgalical truth,

I cannot refrain here from contemplating the prefent
fiate of that church, from whofe depraved worfhip we
have departed.  We fce 1t trembling to its very foun-
daticn. W {fee the leaders of one nation totally re-
nouncing it; and in thewr precipitate rage to fupprefs
falielcod, 1mpicully cbiunng and bamfhing truth.  But
s it a wonder, thit God thould permit fuch a {yftem
or rehigious corruptions to be fubverted: Did he not

{ufter
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{uffer the {word of Mahommed to overrun a very con-
fiderable part of Ala and Africa, and his religion to
fupplant the religion of Chnft, when the Chriftian
churches of the Eaft had dreadfully departed from the

purity of the Gofpel "

Was 1t not, then, an heavenly voice, that cried to
us of this nation, ** Come out of her, my people*?"
Oh, let not that facred admonition die away upon our
ears! Let us not forget the {pirit of papal Rome; her
unfcriptural tenets; her idolatrous praétices ; her {lavifth
impofitions ! nor let our charity for the profeflors of
that faith, make us too charitable to their opinions.
As fellow-creatures, they are entitled to humanity; as
unfortunate, we owe them relief; as exiles, we give
them refuge ; but while Chriftianity abhors perfecution,
and enjoins univerfal benevolence, let us take care, that

» tendernefs to their misfortunes do not blind us to the
diffemination and prevalence of their dogmas in re-

ligion,

* Mofheim’s Ecclef, Hift. vol. IT. and Univerfal Hiit. vol. XVII,
* Rev. xvill. 4.

B2 But



But to return :—not to confine your refletions to re-

ligious benefits, contemplate, likewife, the civil confti-

tution of thefe Kingdoms.  Mark, through the preceding

"y
™
| ]
-

turics, with very few cxceptions, the galling de-
{potitin of the monarch, and the abject fervility of the
people.  Cn the very brink of rum ftood our invaluable

riei:ts and privileges, when the {ame heaven-dire@ed

Hero, who preferved to us the profeffion of genuine
Chuthianity, refiored to this half-enflaved nation, the
birth-rient of Englifhmen, their liberties, and their
laws., O may the guardian Angel * of our conftitution

in Church and State, while immortalizing that glo-

- '}'n - ,!,ﬂr' ] ?

¢tz of tetdary, or guirann Angels, has been held by
Ploashvos . Jews, ond Charmuans, That imdividuals were believed to
have their atwenlont angd's o demons, we learn from Hefied, Oper.

er Diols, b ovorarn—Dlans de Losibuse Lore.—Mpulaus, de Deo So-
cratis — It was, Ihow oy the convaoaly recened opmion among the
fowse gromy the caziiod proiods vt Conn xivit 1o, ot paffim; and
wo may trace the fame m the e of our S vioury, Matth, xvin. 10.

A v 15 Andthat ties angeiis fupentondaney was held o extend

1

Vel MILTIONS, Previhits,  ioles, we may colli &t trom Dan. x. 13

. T N, L ) . . e, I
ad o2y oand, irhio DX X verton be followed, it fbe nely fuppores that
bl Deat =vioge Ao, v g0 b berndeened wifo to give it

- 1. - - + ) v - L I, | [ - 1 ]
COG L AngnT e 1D YWas 3 ULt *:L'l*_ldl;\ ¢.d£‘?LLL! hy the C.ifl} fathers
ot s Chrotina Chinrch,

TI0WS
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rious period, infcribe on its adamantine pillar, gffo per-
petua !

Here let us for a moment paufe, and admire the
divine goodnefs towards us, difplayed in thefe repeated
deliverances of our favoured Conititution ; and, while
meditating on fuch diftinguithing kindnefles, fuch
heightened cobligations to thankfulnefs, how are we
prompted to exclaim with the Pfalmift, ¢ Many, O Lord,

¢« are thy wonderful works, which. thou hait done,
¢« and thy thoughts, which be to us-ward*! With thy

¢ favour, O God, thou compafleflt us, as with a
« fhield*; and crowneft us with loving kindnefs, and
¢ tender mercies *! [ear,” therefore, ¢ the Lord,” ye
highly favoured, ¢ and ferve him in truth with all your

“ heart; for confider, what great things he hath done

 for you* !”

But, the more fully to illuftrate our motives to gra-

titude, by excmplifying, in one point of view, the

' Pl xl. s, * Ib. v. 12. 3 1Ib. ciii. 4.
4 I t‘ﬂ”l. kli; 241

great
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ereat things God has done for this nation ; let us detail
the bleffings of that conftitution, whofe general praifes

we have rehearfed, and particulanize thofe excellencies

of 1t, which render its prefervation fuch a juft fubject

for thankfgiving.

Behold, then, a political fabrick, which, founded on
the principles of equity and freedom, and receiving fuch
improvements as accumulated experience and progreflive
wifdem could {uggeft, bhas long been the admiration
and envy of other nations. Under this fabrick we live,
neither fubjelled to regal defpotifm, nor ariftocratic
tvrannv, nor democratic turbulence, By the {pirit of
our polity, and by the Ictter of our chartered privileges,
every Englithman 1s born to the nghis of perfonal h-
berty and perfonal fecunty’. He 1s governed by laws
virtually of his own making ; and enjoys all the free-
dom under them, which 1s confiftent with the publc

cood, and moit truly productive of his own; laws,

which protect every man from wrong ; and are as much

* Blachfione’s Comment. b, 1. ¢. 1.

calculated
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calculated to prevent all regal encroachment on the
privileges of the people, as to enforce refpelt and obe-
dience from the {ubject to the prince. The ftreams of
juftice flow free and unpolluted to all; and all live
under fan&tons, which maintain mviolate, to every

man, the jult claims of con{cience, and fecure to hin

his reputation, and his life, his property, and his

creed. .

Britons, too, have a King, whofe throne is eftablithed

on the very balis of freedomatielf : a King, who has

never nfringed any right of his people ; but uniformly

made the laws of the land the rule of his will; who,

feeling himfelf the governor over a free nation, has
always exercifed that power, with which he is invefted,
with a mild and paternal hand; and, in Confulting the

happinefs of his {ubjects, finds his own,

Under this well-poifed and excellent form of govern-

ment, there 1s no office of dignity and honor, no accu-
mulation of wealth, to which the loweft perfon in the
realm may not attmn.,  And, fince the unalterable

nature of fociety requires inequality among 1ts members;

{fome
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; . to be peor, while others are rnich; {fome to be high,
.+ others low; fome to rule, and others to obey; 1t
n.kzs every poflible reparation for theic unavoidable
Gitorences, by rendenng an interchange of fervices, and
rutual aid, ncceflary to both;  while it ealls for the
Isbour and mdufiry of tiic lower orders of the ftate,
it impels the higher ranks, m return, to make provifion

“or thoir mizfortunes and thair wants.

And, under what government (hall we find the ne-
ccfiities of the poor fo well provided for as under this ?
Where, but i this kingdom, and to equal extent, fhall
we lee {uch numerous places of reception for the rehef
of everv {pecies of human ditrefs ? A refuge for age and
Cacrepituds ; for indigence and difeafe; for bodily mis-
fortune and intellectual infirmity ;5 for helplels infancy
and repentant vice.  Thus balancing, as far as poflible,
thefe focial dittinctions, and foftening down the appa-

rently harder lots of human hife.

Are all thefe religious and civil advantages, matters
of imall efumation? or benefits enjoyed by nations in
gensral ¢ If they be not; then, in proportion as they

aIc
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are not of common pofleffion, but more peculiarly our
own, do they not diftinguith us from every lefs favoured
people, and demand from us proportionate returns of

gratitude to God ? ¢ Unto whomf{oever” moft ¢ 1s given,

¢« of” them ¢ fhall” moft ¢ be required '

In {uch a country, then, as this s, can there be juft
erounds for difaffetion and ill-will againft the ftate?
Can a conftitution, moft aptly fitted to vindicate and
eftablith the common nghts of man, be an objet of
malevolence and hoftility ! Surely, a {yftem of national
rule, 11 which {o many and {uch important advantages
combine to form its very eflence, fhould claim refpelt
and efteem from all who live under its prote&tion; fhould
extort their beft wifhes, their warmelt attachments,

their moft ftrenuous {upport.

It 1s true, the tried loyalty, and well-known pa«

triotifm of the community 1n general muft leave, com-
paratively, but few, to whofe ferious refle&ion fuch a

remonitrance might be addrefled. But, engaged as we

* Luke xii. 48.
C are,
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are. i hoftilities with a people who have attempted, by
=11 the means of fecret mtrngue and open violence, to
difturb the tranquiility of the world; to fubvert 70~
vernments, and {pread anarchv, nmuirule, and detolation
on all around them ; unhappily tor the peace of thefe
kingdoms, their unprecedeneu rancour has not wholly
proved unfucectsiul.  Not content with waging war
zgainft our power, our wealth, our commerce; they
wage 1f, tco, aganft our polity, our morals, our re-
ligion. Our enemies have artfully contrived means of
diffeminating their deleterious principles, which have
found, in the minds of {ome among us, a foil too fa~
vourable to their growth, and rendered them diffatisfied
with the fettled conftitution of thefe realms, even while

they are enjoying 1ts wneftimable advantages.

We will not, indeed, dwell on the prejudices of dif-
content, but proceed to freth {ources of confolation.
Superadded to our conititutional advantages, and to our
repeated refcues from the penls of 1nteftine commotion ;
from the mnfurgent {pint of fedition, and the gathering
clouds of comeftic trouble ; how f{ingular has been our

prefervation, m the various and unequal contefts we have

{uftained
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{uftained with foreign focs ! how illuftrative of divine
interpofition and favour has been our frequent and won-
derful fuccefs ! How oft might we have faid with the
King of Ifrael, ¢ If the Lord himfelf had not been on
< our fide, when men rofe up againft us; they had {wal-
“ Jowed us quick, when they were fo wrathfully dif-
¢ pleafed at us’.” But, ¢« Q Lord, it 18 nothing with

¢ thee to help, whether with many, or with them that
¢ have no power*.”

-‘Without recurring, however, tolong-paft and diftant
periods, let us fix our attention on the great and mani-
fold deliverances which thefe kingdoms have, within a
fhort {pace of time, moft happily experienced. What
a profpe&t of difafters once opened before us! with
what calamities were we not menaced! a defolating
invafion planned ; a convulfion of our Government de-
creed ; nay, its very extirmination denounced. And have
not thefe deftructive plots of our implacable and malig-
nant enemies been hitherto fruftrated ? have not their

formidable ‘ctlorts failed ? The very winds and waves,

' Pla. cxxiv. 1, 2. H. V. * o Chron. xiv. 11.

| Ca2 all
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21l obedient to0 the voice of God, like the fiars in their
courfes, fighting for Silera, have fought for us, and for
pur Country. ¢ God has delivered us from our firongeft:

¢¢ epemy, and from them which hate us?,”

When we confider the extraordinary {uccefles of our
arms, 1n feas, which wath the fhores of foreign coun-
tries, as well as. in thofe which. girt our own: When:
we refle@ on thofe exploits, that have nct only faved’
Great Britain from depredation, from maffacre, from:
ruin ; but have raifed: her naval {plendour to: an unex-
ampled height; where fhall- we trace the kind- hand:
of Providence, if we difcern it not in the late unpa-
ralleled atchievement of our Navy in- the Eaftern Sea ?
Of all the viftories, which grace-our marine annals (and:
numerous, of late, have been fuch incitements to- our
grateful reminfcence) the immediate fubje® of this
day’s folemnity feems to challenge our moft unbounded
admiration : a viftory, unexcelled, if we regard its bene-
ficial confequences; {carcely equalled, if we weigh its
daring heroifm, and. confummate fkill. Who, that
confider: “~hat a proud day that was to England, and

¥ Pla. xvui. 17,
reads,,
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rcads, with perf-nal exultation and national pride, the
mtrepidity and judpement of the illuftrious Commander,
and the zeal and energy of his brave Affociates, 1n that
conflit, with a well-defended, well-arranged, and fu-
perior fleet ; who, I {ay, while he extols with warmeft
eulogies, and heaps immortal honours on the Vitors of
the Nile; but muft adopt the language of David, ¢ The

‘¢ Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice; let the mul-
< titude of the Ifles be glad thereof’!” and, like the

pious and worthy Leader of that triumphant band,
«¢ praife God for his goodnefs®;” and fay, ¢ Let them
“ oive thanks, whom the Lord hath redeemed, and

¢ delivered from the hand of the enemy’!”

Whilt Atheifts, amid their victories, crown the
ftatues of their favourite 1dols, Reafon and Liberty ; our
Hero, no lefs religious than brave, afcribes the honour
of the day to *¢ the Lord of Hofts;”’ the Governour

and Judge of the Univerfe; to God, omnifcient and:
emnipotent.

2 Pfa, xcvii. 1. % Ib: cvii. 8.
3 Pfa. CYii- I. H- V.

The
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The Almighty, who, by a power vifibly fuperot
to hum:an firength or policy, overthrows one nation,
by the {ame means that he preferves or raifes up another,
alts, in his government of the world, by {econdary
caufes. And, as for the wifeft purpofes, purpofes cal-
culated to fubferve the general interefts of virtue and
happinefs among{t mankind, he profpers, with very rare
exceptions, the undertakings of ability : Yet, left men
fhould forget God, and attribute the propitious events of
ife to their own fagacity or prowefs, he does < not™
always ¢ give riches to men of underftanding, nor fa-
‘s your to men of fkill*:"" thus occafionally teaching
the neceflity of dependence on Him for aid ; while, at
the fame time, he encourages, by the diftates of reafon,
and the precepts of religion, their well-meant endca-

vours and beft exertions, as their faireflt title to his favour

and affiftance.

It 1s on thele principles of piety, and patrioti{m,
that, while important events, events highly conducive to
national profpenity and greatuets, demand our gratitude

to God, our love, our veneration, our obedience; every

* Eccl 1x. 11,
humane
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humane feeling, every liberal fentiment, every ardent
commendation, 1s excited towards thofe of our fellowa
{fubjedts, who, by the faithful and bonourable execu-

tion of their momentous truft, have been, in the hands

of Providence, the glorious inftruments of our {uccefs.

Let us, now, turn our thoughts from public exulta-
tion to private enquiry ; and ferioufly examine, how far
we, of this nation, have delerved thefe providential fa-
vours. Happy will it be for us, if national pride end
not in perfonal humilation! happy will it be, even-
tually, 1f, by the calamities we have f{uffered in war,
“ God has not punifhed us lefs than our Iniquities de-
¢ ferve:” and ftill happler will it be, if ¢ {uch deliver-

¥

¢ ances,” as he has given us, fhould {o work upon our
gratitude and our difcretion, that we may not ¢ again
“ break’’ the divine * commandments;” nor ¢ jom in
“ affinity” with our irreligious neighbours, ¢ the people
¢« of the obominations,” lelt we caufe Ged to ¢ be

« angry with us, tul he confume us !”

We are affembled in this facred place, to exprefs our

gratitude to the Alnughty, for a freth inftance of his
protection and favour, But how 1s that gratitude to be

acceptably
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acceptably exprefled ? We have been on our bended
knees, confefling our fins before God ; acknowledging
our unworthinefs ; implonng his pardon ; extolling his
goodnefs ; and returning thanks to the Throne of Grace
for kindnefs fhewn to us, far beyond the reward of
national virtue, and for mercies, to which we had no

moral claim.

In doing all this we have done what 1t was our duty
to do; but we have not yet done all. The effufions of
our lips are but equivocal acts of praife and thanigiving.
\Vith our mouths we may have teftihied a fenfe of our
obligations to God ; but do our hearts give a {anCtion to
our words? are our profeflions verified by our livess
What avails 1t, to {et apart s day, merely to deprecate
calamuities, by fafting ; or to proclaim our thankiulnefs
for {uccefs, by verbal praite? If we really mean to
‘¢ oive God the honour due unto him,” we muft fhew
forth our piety, by reverence for his holy name; by a
due regard to his worfhip; and by hving ¢ {oberly,
¢ righteoufly, and godlily m tlus prefent world .  We

* Tit. 11, 12,

muit
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muft ¢ put away the evil of*” our ¢ doings;” we muft

«c ceafe to doevil, and learn todo well.,”” Nor muft our

unfeigned penitence, our good refolutions, our virtuous
endeavours, fet with the evening fhades, nor vanith
with the morning dew. Our amendment muft be lafting,
as well as {incere ; not entered upon as occafion ferves,
but as principle difkates; not from momentary fears, but

from well-rooted hope; not as temporal views {uggeit,

but as the will of God directs.

Who, then, that has any regard for his King, or for
his Country ; who, that 1s a friend to order, to re-
ligion, or even to humanity; who, that wifhes to eat
his bread in fecurity ; to enjoy the fruits of his own
induftry 5 and to hand down his well-earned competence
to his clhaldren’s children; but muft view with pain,
and lament with apprehenfion, the ftate of our public
morals ¢ Or who muft not feel hunfelf bound to check,

‘by his utmoft exertions, the profligacy of the age; to
improve the manners of the people; aund promote,
through the nation, an univerfal reform ¢ And fhall not

we be wanting in our duty to God, and to our prince ;

* Ifa. 1. 10.
D to
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to our fellow-citizens; to our famihies, and to our-
felves; 1f we labour not, by every means of exhortation
and reproof, of virtuous example and legal reftraint, to
em that torrent of impiety and libertim{m, that con-

tempt of divine worfhip, that profanation of the Sabbath,
fo prevalent amidft every rank of men in this kingdom ¢

and to difcountenance all nfult on the morals of the
people, ail tendency to fedition, all difobedience to jult
authority, which, pregnant with political mifchief, and

ivolving moral evil, tend to the ruin of government,

of {ociety, and of religion ?

““ When the judgements of God are in the earth,” is

not that a time for ¢ nations” to * learn righteoul-
“nefs ;7 If eveuts, unparalleled in hiftory, can roufe
attention 3 if therc be an appropriate denunciation of
prophetic woes; 1r coincidence of times, and the lan-
guage of {ymbol warrant application ; {urely fome adum-
brated portent 1s impending 5 and the clofing book of
prephecy is hikely to prove, at no very diftant period,

an Apocalypic indeed !

Let us, my brethren, preferved from that irreligion,
wjuftice, and cruelty, which difgrace, deprefs, and

brutalize

o,
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brutalize a neighbouring nation, virtuoully difdain to
¢ join in"’ moral ¢ affinity with the people of thefe
¢ abominations.” Let us not efpoufe the impious prin-

ciples and wicked practices of thofe, who fpurn at virtue,

difown their Saviour, and renounce their God : nor let
us, 1n fearch of more than Chnifbian liberty ', run into
licentious conduét and tyrannic anarchy: But let us
learn to fet a juft value on the blefling of a free and
quiet government, and ftudy, 1n our refpeGtive ftations,
to promote the fafety, honour, and welfare of the
Country, which {upports, and the Conftitution, which
. protelts us, by manifefting a willing obedience to the
lawful Sovereign, who governs us, and a chearful rea-

dinefs to aflift him 1n all his endeavours for the public

good.

Oh, let not our unexampled fuccefles dazzle us into

a falfe eftimate of our own virtues, nor prompt us to
conclude, that we have a prefcriptive right to the pro-

teGting favour of Heaven. Let us neither arrogantly

prefume on the permanency of God’s affiftance, nor un-

' Galov. 13
gratefully



(23 )
gratefully diftruft it ; but let our experience of ¢ God’s
«« goodnefs lead us to repentance’.”” Let his reiterated
kindnefs excite us to an uniform purity of heart and hife 3
to humility, and diligence in our religious duties; and,
healed by the Almighty hand, let us, like the grateful
Samaritan, return inftantly, with joy, to give glory to
our benefaltor and our God ; that fo, by our fervent zeal

to pleafe and obey God, we may juftly hope to {ecure
his blefling to us.

Then may we truft, that when we ¢ call” unto the
Almighty, % he will anfwer us*;" and not fuffer *the
«« heathen” exultingly to fay, ¢ Where 1s their God "
Then may we have confidence, that ¢ the Lord” will
be our ¢ defence:’ and the ¢ God,”” whom we adore,
< the rock of our refuge®:” that he will, at length,
crown us with the bleffing of peace, and grant us ** to
« fee” our ¢ Jerufalem in profperity all our life long™.”

* Rom. 1. 4. = fa. Ivin. g
3 Pfa. lxxx. io. - * Pfa, cxxviik. 6, H. V.

THE LEND.



