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DANIEL, vi ro.

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was
Signed, be went imto bis boufe ; and bis windows
being open an bis chamber towards TFerufalem,
be kneeled upon bis knees three times a day, and
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as be
did aforetime. .

PON examining the holy bible in order to ﬁad
a fubject fuitable to employ our meditations on

this occafion, I have feleted the picus and exe
emplary condutt of a perfecuted man of God, whofe cir-
cumitances were truly diftrefling.

This prophet Danicl wasoneof king Nebuchadnezzar’s
captives when the Jews were carried into Babylon. « An
excellent fpirit was tound in him ;” and he lived in great
favour under the reign of this kmg, and bis fucceflors, in
that empire, until avery diftrefling aét was pafled againft
him by Darius. This king was unwarily feduced, by an
impious fet of men near the throne, to fign a decree which
would eventually have proved fatal to this devout prophet,
had not the Almighty miraculoufly mnterpofed for his de-
liverance. ‘T'he a&t was this, “ That whofoever fhall afk
a petition of any God or man for thirty days, fave of the
king, fhall be caft into the den of lions.”” Now when
Daniel knew that the writing was figned, he went into
his houfe ; and his windows being open in his chamber
towards Jcrufalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times
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a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as Le
did aforetime. The extreme difficulty to which this ex-
cellent man was reduced was fo far from fupprefling his
uiual devotion, that he was rather invigorated therein,
Although prayer, and giving thanks ought ever to be con-
pefted when we addrefs the fupreme Being, yet, ftriélly
fpeaking, there is a difference betwixt them. What I
mean is, that prayer intends confeflion of fin, and fuppli-
cation for mercy ; and thankfgiving denotes a grareful
fende of favours already received. With this diftinction
we may confider the devotion fpecified in our rext.

He prayed. However good a man bhe was, yet he
was not perfed, or entirely free from fin; and every fipner
has reafon to humble himfelf before his Maker, to fear
his difpleafure, and earneftly feek for his mercy,
Daniel, no doubr, confefled his finfulnefs and unwor-
thinefs before God, and with a truly contrite heart
deprecated that fhocking diftrefs, in {pecial, which
he knew he muft inevitably experience, unlefs he would
wrong his confcience, bid adieu to LiBeErTY, and
renounce his allegiance to his Maker. He knew that
God was a very prefent help i time of trouble, and that
no defign formed againft a faithful fervant of his could
prolper, or be carried into execution, without his per-
mifiion. All remonftrance to his earthly fovereign he
was {enfible would be ineffeétual for tne repeal of a decree,
which, according to the defpotic and ftupid cuftom of
the Medes and Perfians, was unalterable. To God, then,
he devoutly repairs, who alone could command deliverance
for him; and in confequence of his fincere humiliation,
prayer, and thankfpiving, he was fignally refcued by him
who is mighry to fave. Under his amazing anxiety, if
he had even forgot the mercies of God, and confined his
devotion entirely to humiliation and prayer, it had not
been much to be wondered at : Inftecad of this, he dif-
covers the greateft prefence of mind, and extends bis
thoughts to the mercies he experienced in the midit of

judgment, Accordingly, it is added, “ vInd gave thantks
| before
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before bis God, as be did aferetime?’ Almighty God wag.
confidered by him under the endearing charatter of a
gracious and merciful father, although fome of the dif-
penfations of his providence are afflictive, and righteoufly
fevere. He efteems the father of mankind to be their
greateft and beft friend; as one who leaves no method
of kindnefs unattempted to promote their happinefs. He
knew himfelf to be the offspring of God, fearfully and
wonderfully made, {uftained by his power, fupplied by
his goodnefs ; and above all, renewed after the divine
image, and therefore bound by the {ftrong ties of duty, gra-
titude and intereft to render to him the glory due to
his name. He devoutly feeks for the further mercy of
God, and renders thanks for the inftances of it which
he had already received. By the religious exercife of 2
grateful difpofition he cultivated that inftinét of nature which
inclines us to be thankful to thofe from whom wet expe-~
rience mercy and kindnefs. We may fuppofe the ftate of
his mind to be fimilar to David’s, which 1s thus exprefled,
¢« ] will love the Lord my ftrength. 1 will call upon the
Lord who is worthy to be praifed. The Lord liveth, and
blefled be my rock, and let the God of my Salvation be
exalted.” This prophet feems refolutely bent to render
to God according to the benefits he had received, though
he well knew that his Maker needed not his fervices to
increafe his own felicity ; he not being worfhipped by
mens hands as though he needed any thing, feeing he
giveth unto all life, breath, and all things. He wifely
confidered that our divine benefaltor does not difpenfe
his favours without expefting, and demanding {fome {uira-
ble return; even, to offer praife fo as to glorify him, and
order the converfation agreeable to the revelation of his
will. We cannot rationally fuppofe that Dantel’s addrefling
God fram lus open window, with bis face towards feru=
Jfalem, would be much to his honour ; at leaft, it would
have been unworthy of a place in the facred rext had this
outward appearance of devotion been unattended with fin-
cerity of mind. Unlefs his foul was deeply imprefied with

4
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4 fenfe of the overuling providence of God, and of the
divine goodnefs difplayed to the world, and to himfelf in
particular, the méntion of his behaviour ‘would be ex:
tremely trifling ; and make much fuch a figure in hiftory
as it would to record, that the people of New-Eng-
Jand ‘opened their houfes for worlhip once a yedr, aflem-
bled in them, and pretended to give thanks. before God,
but never fincerely did it ; or in other words ; that they
had their thank/giving day.r but never gave thanks. 1 a
indeed afraid that this is true with refpeé to many‘
who publickly appear before God, on fuch days. But be
this as it may: there is no room to doubt but that the
prophet, whofe religious charalter we are confidering, had
his heart right with God. Although there feems to be
the appearance of oftentation, the complexion of hypo-
crify, and a defire to be feen of men, by his expofing him-
elf to view ac his chamber window ; and 1 may add, the
appearance of fool hardinefs alfo, in doing thus, when
he knew the fevere aét that was pafled by authority, and
the rifque he ran of being difcovered, and confequently
deftroyed ; yet the whole may be very confiftently folved
and made perfeltly ro harmonize with prudence, and
regular piety and devotion. His windows were already
open as zfual. He worfhipped in an wpper chamber as
was cuftomary ameng the Jews : Which feems to be fuf-
ficiently diftant from obfervers ; and fo look tfowards
‘?'erzyZzlem was agreeable to Solomon’s prayer at the dedi-
cation of the temple; this was moreover his ufual practice :
He a&ted now as be did aforetime. He knew it was right
to pray and give thanks before his God ; and to alter his
ufual method he, no doubt, thoughr wounld dilcover {uch
a criminal fear of man, as would be offenfive to God.
He refle@ted on his own fincerity, and was certain that
'God could fave him from the fury of lions, and refcue
him from the envy and rage of impious men; or if the
Almighty did not fee fit to work a miracle for his bodily
prefervation he was fure that if he wasin the way of

his duty, hc fhould experience cverlafting mercy in
Yeaven ;
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Heaven ; therefore was he fupported, havmg his heare
fixed, trufting in the Lord. This good man’s charadter
was undoubtedly uniform and confiftent, he was ot only

prayerful and thantful, but obedient, and truly exemplary
in all parts of his behaviour ; for indeed none can be truly
thankful without regularity of life. It is neceflary that
we live, as well as fpeak the divine praifes; thefe muft
be unjted as we would rationaly expect acceptance with
God. A due fenfe of God’s mercies, or true. genuine
thanfzfgwmg is {eated in the heart, and this pious difpofi-
tion of mind will be difcovered and exerted in all the
duties of a {ober, righteous, and godly life. This is the
teft which we doubt not the prophet Daniel tried, and
which every one of us muft try himfelf by, We are not
traly thankful for God’s mercies this day, unlefs we are
{teadfaftly refolved to be obedient to his will through the
future courfe of our lives.

But 1 pafs to obferve, that the devotion of this holy
prophet leads us clearly to determine, that however diffi-
cult the circum{tances of any of mankind may be, yet
they {hould always retain fuch a grateful fenfe of the
mercies they enjoy as to render fincere thanks to that
divine Being who is the author of them. The prophet,
whofe example is here propofed for our imitation, had
fuch a fenfe of the loving kindnefs of the Lord, and of
his firm reliance on the wifdom and righteoufnefs of
Providence, as that he might have exprefled the refolu-
tion of his mind in as {trong terms, as an apoftle of Chrift
Jong after did, when he faid ; that « npeither. life nor
death, nor angels, nor prmcupahues. por powers, nor things
prcfent nor things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor
any other creature {hould be able to feperate him from the
love of God.” What can be more expreflive of fincere
gratitude than the conduét of this TC]IgIOUB man ; who
(when an a& was pafled, the penalty annexed to ih
breach of which was the moft fhocking death) woul
{fubmit to it rather than renounce his l:bcrty, and wrong
his confcience by omittine his” ufual fupplications, an
thankfgiving before his God 2 He would be expeled

b o
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to the ravage of lions, rather than refrain from ex
prefling that religious acknowledgment that is juftly due
from a creature to the Creator. While the tender mercies
of thofe in authority were cruelty, he eventually found
the natural rage of the fierceft and ftrongeft animals to
be converted into mercy. And why 7 The reafon is
plain. That omnipotent Being who can caufe the wrath
of man to praife him, and who can ftop the mouths of lions,
interpofed for the prefervation of one fo tenacious of the
liberty of confcience, fo mindful of the care of provi-
dence, and thankful for the bleflings of Heaven, as to
attend his ftated devotions in {fuch a fituation. |
Now, confidering the condué of this excellent man,
and the favour of God which he fo fignally experienced,
we fhall do well to refle& thus: That the folid pleafure
and fansfattion which refult from devout prayer, and
thankfgiving to God, are fuflicient to conftrain every pious
perfon to the {teadfaft obfervance of them. Where we
fee our duty to God, if ferioufly'and pundtually attended
upon, produétive of thefe happy eflefts, viz. compofing
our minds to a patient fubmiflion to his will, and difpo-
fing him to exert his power and goodnefs for our fupport
and relief, fhall we not in all things by prayer and fup-
plication with thank{giving make known our requelts to
him ¢ Our difliculiies, our diftrefles, however grievous,
fhould never caufe us either to diftruft the care of di-
vine providence, or to be unmindful of the benefits we
receive. We conftantly experience the goodnefs of God,
although at fome feafons we are favoured with more
fignal inflances of it than we are at otkers. The leaft
mercy is more than we deferve from that divine Being
whom we have fo often offended. The moit minute
inltance of our Maker’s kincdnefs claims our eternal re-
fpe&®. Although innamerable evils fhould furround us:
Although we fhould fear the deftruction of our liberties
civil and religious, and even the lofs of life itfelf, yer we
fhould remember that the Lord is our judge, the Lord is

our law-giver, the Lord is our king and he can fave us,
'L'he
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The confideration of God’s fitting at the helm of the
Univerfe fhould ever difpofe us to put our truft in him;
and not greatly fear what man can do unto us. Never et
it be faid that the difhculiies which we feel, or think we
have reafon to fear, caufe us to be unmindful of our crea-
tor, preferver, and conftant benefaltor. It was once the
expreflion of a very impious woman to her religious huf-
band, when his property was invaded, his children de-
{troyed, and his life endangered, «“ Curfe GOD and die.”’
But he replied in the greatnefs of hisdiltrefs, “ Thou [peatke/?
as one of the foolifh women [peaketh : What ¢ Shall we
receive good at the hand of God, ani fhall we not receive
evi/ ¢ All that befalls the children of men is defigned Ly
their Maker to promote their happinefs. The leaft glim-
mering of mercy amid{l the greateft outward diftrefles is
{ufficient to excite our gratitude, if we refleét properly
upon it. In all that occurs in the courfe of Providence
we have reafon to fay unto God, thou haft done righte«
oufly, but we have done wickedly ; thou haft punifhed
us lefs than our wickednefs deferves. David fang both of
mercy and judgment. Shall light aflli¢tions then, which are
but for amoment drive us from a duty, which,when rightly
performed, fhall work out for us an exceeding and an
eternal weight of glory 7 No furely. 1 would rather
hope that we fhould “count it all joy when we fall intq
divers temptations ; knowing this, that the tryiag of our
faith worketh patience, and if patience have her perfe&
work, we fhall be perfeét and entire, wanting nothing.”
That 1 may more fully apply what has hitherto been
difcourfed, it may be obferved, that the prefent afpets of
divine providence with regard to the inhabitants of this
province loudly call upon us for humiliation and prayer,and
fincerely to jom them with our prefenr thank{giving, after
the laudable example we have confidered ; and 1n becom-
ing obedience to the pertinent proclamation which en-
joins the religious exercifes of this day, and which ex-
prefsly direlts us to pray “ that thefe judpments which
“ave labour under may be yemoved—that thofe which we
“ have reafon to fear may be averted”
| B 2 ' Our
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Our fituation is not altogether fo diftrefling as was thate
of the prophet Daniel. There is no den of lions ready
for us to be thrown into ; whereby a period might be
immediately put to our prefent cxiﬂence, and confequently
to every other temporal enjoyment. Though this is not
our cafe, yet our flate is truly deplorable,”and God only
knows what we are yet 1o fuffer. At the hand of ourMaker
indéed we delerve the greatelt of judgments ; bufwe have
never forfeited to man any of our civil rights. The royal
faith has been plighred to this péople, and we requeft only
the continuance of our Charter privilegés. Our fathers
before us ever aflerted their rights, granted by the Crown,
and we fteadfaftly hope thatic will never be faid of their
polterity in general that they willingly relinquith them,
It 1s naturally to be expected that diforders, or extravagant
inftances of conduét will take place when a free people are
irritated by what they think to be unconftitutional exer-
tions of power ;; fuch diforders have in fa& happened; we
Iament the caufe of them, and hope the fuppofed ground
of uneafinefs will be reétified, and the minds of the people
compofed. But then (unhappy torelate) thefe eccentrick
motions of a difturbed, yet loyai people, have been {trangely
magnified ; and thus being exaggerated, we are ready to
fear our burdens are increaling.¥ What now, (may it

jultly

# What people, unlefs thofe inured to flavery,would be unafteéted,
 when in confequence of infurre@ions (much lefs formidabhle per-
haps than fome 1n our mother country, that have arifen from
more frivolous caufes) they have been vifited with bands of fol-
diers ; who tho' faid to be defigned as confzrvators of the peace,

and to aid the ciyil authority, yet our late chiet magifirate
had ¢ no power over them,” as he aflerted :—that thete men
fhould infeft the Rrects of our metropolis, by night efpecially,
and in manifold inftances break the peace—and that indi@-
ments foynd againft military criminals by the grand jurors of
our fovereign lord the king, fhould be prevented from being car-
ried into execution, is truly marvellous | Can it be wondered at
that the populace under thefe circumftances thould fometimes
feek private revenge, and go on fkirmithing with the foldiers
(cach no doubt alternately the aggreflors) until the fhocking
maflacre of March sth took place ; which has compleated the

- difmal tragedy for the prefent, and which God, of his infiaity
pigrey grant, may Rever be repeatec, |
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juitly be edquired) is our duty at fuch a feafon ?. Are we
to entertain even the moft diftant ‘thought of rifing in
Rebellion, or taking up ariiis againft our mother country ?
or attempt to maintain onr privileges by the point of the
fword 7 No. (And indeed we have never meditated any
thing of this kind, notwithftanding what our enemies have
fuggefted.) To God we are to make known our caufe,
His arm is not thortned that it cannot fave, nor is his
ear heavy that it cannot hear.” Thé hearts of kings, and
of all mankind are in his hand, and he can turn them as
the rivers of waters are turned. It is our duty in fuch a
day as this, to bewail our palt abufe of our privileges,
acknowledge the juftice of God in permiriing fuch things
to befal us, and refolve, by his grace aflitting us, to6 live
more to his glory for the futuie ; aid pray thar ouf
rightful Sovereign George thé Il1ld. may have length
of days, riches and honour, and that he may always reign
in the hearts of his {ubjelts ; that evil cotufellors if any
{uch there fhould ever be, may bé prevented from approach-
ing the throne ; that wifdom and rightéoufnefs may bé
the ftability of our times, and the fear of the Lord our
treafure. ' This is our duty, and although we (lould
{trictly attend to it, we arenot to expe& that a miracle will
- be wronght for our fafety and deliverance, but only that
our grievances may be redrefled in a gradual manner, and
that harmony and brotherly love, joined with a fre¢ un-
burthcned commerce may again take place between Great
Britain and thefe Colonies. ‘Our rightful earthly Sove-
reign has not a more valuable gem in his Crown than the
Loyalty of Americans. Qur patural affe@ion for our
mother country may poflibly in fome meafure be abated in
proportian to any oppreflivemeafures which we may think
have been ufed with uvs. But we hope in God for better
times, and that we fhall never degenerateinto fuch wretch-
ednefs as to have our affeétions entirely weaned from ouir
parent flate. The immediate caufe of our diftrefles, I hum-
bly conceive, to us arifes in a great meafure from ourfelves.
What I mean is this, Domeltick enemies, fome imzcbécd

under
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{under God) for their daily bread, and others wallowing in
their abundance, through the kindnefs of thofe whom they
ungratefully defpife, have afpired to tread on the necks of
a free, loyal and generous people : Their advices have
been received by men of like paffions with themfelves,and
we have been ftigmatized as Rebels to the King, and that
happy form of government eftablithed in the Britifh réalm
which we earneftly defire to defend and maintain with our
fortunes, and our lives.—But'l will not further enlarge
upon that which 1 fincerely wifh there never had been
any occafion to have been entered upon.

It may not be improper to obferve further, that as we
now affemble in the clofe of the year (agreable to the an-
cient and laudable cuftom of this people) to render our
unfeigned thanks for the bounties of God’s common pro-
vidence which we have received for our bodily fupport ;
fo we fhall do well to be particularly careful that nothing
interrupts us from fuch an artention hereto, as that we
may render a juft tribute of praife. Let us-honor God
with our fubftance by a decent fupport of ourfelves, and
diftributing to rhe neceffiries ot others. We are ail apt
enough to be fufficiently fenfible of what we have for the
fupply of our wants, while at the fame time we are not
inclined to look through fecond caufes to that powerful,
wife, and good Being, who giveth us all things richly to
enjoy. A comfortable fupply of earthly produce is grant-
ed, through the blefling of God, to this people. Food,
and raiment ; bur more efpecially the /atter we have more
reafon to be thankful for than perhaps ever betore. 1 nre-
fume we grow more induftriouns, prudent and faving ; that
we are not fo proud as we were, live more on our own pro-
duce ; and it is to be hoped that we {hall yet more and
more do fo. This good out of evil we fhould be thankful
for. 1 don’t fay whatthe caufeof this is, becaufe you can
all guefs it with eafe. But let the caufe be what it will, the
iffue is plain. We are brought at length to fee that we
mull be diligent for the cloathing ourfelves; and perhaps

‘mor¢ has been done in New-England {or this end, in the
prcient
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prefent year, than ever before in the fame term of time.
May God further fmile on cur handy work, and caufe
our latter end greatly to increafe. If we are thanktul,
induftrious, and obedient we may be hereafter fo blefled
by Heaven as to be able to cloath our mother country,
and feed them too, if they fhould ever wan: our afliftance.
God has given usa good land, let us be thankful for it.
God gives us health, ler us improve it, and ftudy more
and more to be prudent in the ufe of what we pofiefs.
"This 1s the beft merhod wherein 1o teftify our gratitude
for what we have already received ; and to hope for the
conferment of what we yet ftand in need of. We may
ruin ourfelves : but if we are induftrious, honeft and
thankful, if we truft in the Lord and do good we fhall yet
dwell 1n the land, and verily we fhall be fed.

God grant that the inhabitants of this Land may expe-
rience the bappinefs refulting from the accomplithment of
that benedittion, « Happy art thou O Ifrael! Who is like
unto thee ? A people faved of the Lord, the fhield of thy
help, and the fword of thine cxcellency, thine enemies fhall
be found liars unto thee, and thou fhalt tread on their
high places.” So be it to our American Ifrael, O Lord,
and let them profper that love us: * But let the wicked
““ confpiracies of as many as have ill towards us be like the
“ untymely fruit of a woman which never fees the Sun :
* that whatever evils the craft and fubtiety of the Devil
“ or man worketh againft us may be brought to nought ;
“ that we thy fervants being hurt by no perfecutions may
“ evermore give thanks to thy name, through Jefus Chrift
“ our Lord.

“ "'I'o whom with the Father, and holy Spirit be afcrib-
“ ed asis moft due, for the bleflings we aflemble this day
“ to commemorate, and for all other his mercies, all ho-
“ nor, and glory, adoration, praife and thank{giving, now,

“ henceforth, and for ever.”
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