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EPHESIA,NS V CHAP. 20th VJ2RS~ • 
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Ci'L'i/l~ thank! alwavsfor all things, unto Gr;D and the-o , 
Father,' in the name if our LORD J (.SUS CHRIST. 

T is ~ circumf1:ance truly grateful to every 
benevolent mind, that our Rulers have not loil: fight . , . 
of our obligations to the great GOD. 

THIS day, witneires their acknowledge:nent of a 
Divine Providence, and the obligations men are un· 
der to be thankful for mercies received. 

WITH the warmeil: zeal, and the moll unfeigned, 
£nccrity, kt us, my brethren, comply with the reo. 
<;onunendation of our Chief Magiltra~e, in devoting 
this day to the great duties of PUBLIC THANKS-, 
OlVIN,v AND. PRA YEl,{ •. .. . 

THE text, which we haye read within your hearing: 
'will direCt us, in this great and important bufinefs. 

• 

IN difcourfing on which, we {hall 

. FIRST Show what is implied in giving thanks t~ 
GOD.. . " 

• 

I 
I 

• 
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SECOND-- Point out a few things, for which wo 
i\re efpecially on this day, to give thanks •. 

THIRD Take notice of the mode mentioned in the 
text, in which we are to re~der our thanks tQ AL:-
?>tLGHTY GOD. .. . 

FOGR TH· ,Clo(e the (ubjecr, with (orne rdlettionsa 
by \,;ay of improvement. 

Ill. It is implied in giving thanks to the great Go~ 
that we heartily acknowledge the favours which he 
has been pleafed. tQbe!l:ow 1).pon us. 

• 

2d •. Tlw we acknowledge our entire u,nworthinefs 
of th.e 1t;,~f1: mercy we have received at his hand. 

3d. That we acknowledge our abfolute dependence 
on Gem, for every good thing we do, or call enj.oy. : -

4th. That we unfeignedly praife ,thegr~at GOD" 
who hath. bGQowed [0 mauy favours. on us, miferable· 
hBllers. . 

• • • . 

5th. That we firmly refolve to· impliove all' tlle good: 
things which GOD hath bellowed on us, for his h9n-
(lur anJ glory, and the good of his creatnres. . 

. THOSE, and tho1'e only, who have thefe views and 
feelings of heart, are truly thankful. They are mo~ 
dell humble, and gratefu~a1\d what is remarkable,., 
they are joyful in the midft of all the perplexing cares. 
cf this ddufive, this tranutory world. They live not
to themfclves, but to him, from whom all their good, 
things do cont1antly flow. They have placed: 
their affections not all things on, the earth· ' but Oil' 

'hill~S above., They live not by fight, bqt by faith 
m1 the Sox of GOD. . , 

• 

SECOlo: D ,,\I' c are to point out a few· things, for 
r.·hich we ought to be thankful 011 thi; d~y of public 
pr;~:rt all~I gratitude. 

WE OLdl tirft take n6tice of {everal things, eOlI
lUer,Ll~J ill t11:; .Pra-:h:!~:"tjo;l ;. and then {orne oth(t 

things 
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things, ,vhich for fome reafbn br other were omitted 
in that Inll:rument ·which, on fuch an occafion a~ 
this, ought to be impreffed on the minds of the people. 

Ill:. , In the preainble of the Proclamation, " out 
exemption from foreign war," is ~enti(jncd ~s the 
firfi: fubjeCt, that demandi our attention, on t1us (a

lemn occafion, 

'WOULD to Gon, that it was firiltly trne, that we 
are exempted from foreign war • 

• 

. A PEOPLE can hardly be faid to be exempted from 
foreign war, whofe trade has been confiantly harraf.· 
fed by ilmutnerable banditties of fea-robbers, as ours
has been, by the i3rifijh and .i1lgerine pirates, for more 
than twelve months pall:. How many of the good 
citizens of America' How many opulent merchants,· 
and feamen, have fallen a pray to thefe ungodly free
booters ? Row many individuals, yea families) have 
),een by thefe means, brought into the moll: deplora .. 
ble circumfiances ? Some in a; flate of pove:-ty· and 
fame in. a flate ~f abfoIute and everJafting flavery. . 
"Who, that has the foul of a man, can clear hirnfelf 
from feding fur thefe fons of adverfity r 

• 

HOWEVER r it m!ght 4ave been mlich worfe than-it 
is: For though we have fufFered much more, by 
Britifh. perfidy,: and Algerine malice the year paft,: 
than we ever fufFered in a tingle year in our opea' 
warfare againft Britain; yet we might have been in 
circilrnfiances much more deplorable than we at pre
fent are; and therefore we ought t'0 be thankful 
that our cafe is no more deplorabJe than it is. 

, 

THIS Indian War the BRITISH and .dlgeriNe·fpoil~ 
ations, are evils, which America have never bereto~ 
fore felt, and ought not to be hidden from the com
mon eye· they ought to be generally known, fo, 

they 
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they mull: and wlll he fl"lt by everyone who has tW 
capacity of feeling. Notwithfianding thefe things, 
my hearers, we o!lght moft devoutly,. to praife th~ 
Great Difpofer of all events, for that de~ree of peace 
and tranquility we have enjoyed the year pm. 

, , , 

2(1. The next thing propofed in the Proclamatibn. 
as an objea of our gratitude, is the "inereafmg profa 
pea of the continuance of that exemption from a 
foreign war" of wfiich we have juftbeen taking no • 

• tIce. 

Wftl!'rHU the author of the Proclamation had 
his eye on the refent fuccefI'es of the French Repub~ 
lic; or on forrie flattering declarations made to. Mr. 
JAY, is uncertain. One thing however, may be de
pended on as faa, and that is; that under GODi our 
peace and tranquility, wholly depends on the fnccef~ 
of the French Republic. H2d not this been great; 
we tnould before now have felt in Americaj in a man
ner we have heretofore not done, the vengnnce of 
Bl'i6fil tyranny. 
, 

i ' • 

3d. " The great degree of internal tranquility we 
have enjoyed,'~ is a third thing we are called on to, 
be thankful for, on this occailoll. ' 

, .. , 
. . - • , 

THERE is no favolll: we enjoy, but demapds a tri .. · 
~ute of praife to tlle Great Author of all good. : 
Therefore; the btfr degree of political gooq, pcac~' 
and tranquility, filOUld not pars unnoticed' bra gI'ate~ 
ful people_ And it mull: be confelfed, that we; as a, 
qation, have enjoyed f!Jell a degree of iD!ern:u:p4!ace, 
as truly demands our gratitude. ' , , 

• 

.' ·4th •. 'VVe are' called· op to be thankfQ\ . for the 
" recent·confirmation of that tranquility, (which we 
have heretofore enjoyed) by the fuppI:effion; Qf:ab in
f~rreCl:ion, which fo wantonly threatened il." 

THAT 
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; THAT the Wefrern InfurrelHon has .b~n·fubdued~ 
is .rpatter of unfeigned gratitude; llotwithftanding 

.' we ~ave ~o mourn the fhocking expence of this abo~ 
;.' minablebunnefs •. Whether this in(urreaion owed itl 
r rife to.exiftingimpolitic La. ws, 01; to, a~ unrel\foJ1abI~ 
't and rebellious fpirit, in thofe Weftern parts of Penn
,{ fyivania, has not been fo fully afcertained,as one coUld 

;' we ought to be tankful for them. 
" ~ 
• 
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.. "5th: The next thing we are ~al.1eil on: to be tl1a,nk'j 
ful for, is "the happy courfe of our public affairs iIt 
.general. " 

, . " '., .. '\'~, ",. , 

I T is beyond all doubt, thaUn, fpite of all the ma.chi~ 
nations, .of all our fntern{ll and external enemies, we 
have enjoyed fo ,great a degree of peace, fuccefs a,nd 
tranquility;, as ~delllands a tri,but~of praife and, thankf
giving to GOD, the Great Difpofer of all events. 

• 

,6th. Iri the next place, the Proc,lamation.~ep.ti6~s 
the," unexampled, profperity of all, c1affes qf our ci
tizens, as ,circumflance~ w~ich pec~liarly q!iirk our fi
tuation; with indications of divine beneficence towards 
\ 
us," 

. ' . .. / . . 

. .i T ~ufr be confdfed, that the Americans, iIi gen
\ ~r.a1, have of late, profpered in their worldly affairs; 

cey-ond what is common for n,!-iions to do ;. and that 
; ttii~ profperiiy demands a tribute of grati~iide to the 
t Great" Difpofer of all events. N oiwitbfi:anding this, 
~ ~o m~ ~f fe~fi~~i!y and ~en~~Qlep~e ~a~ pafs UDno~ 
i ~Jeed; the wanton depredadon of the prdpert ofho~ 

.. , 

neft aDd ufeful merchants, by the Jawlefs and of 
BritiBl ryranri'y ;' and the ftarvh'lg ~tua.tion bf ihbfe, 
whofe fixed fiipends have dwip4.Jed into torty pittan
ces by means of theFunditl Syfiem ' the Bank Notes ,f 

and that furpluffage of ca ) which the war in Europl 
and Americil have caufea. 

B AMON!) 
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Ar.lo:\'G many of our fellow-Citizcll~, there is a great 
appearance of wealth al~d worldly profperity , and 
indeed, our circllmftances <ire much better than we 
could rcafonahly expe[f, if we were impartially to vie" 
the tnoral characters cf men in this happy land. 

T);' the body of the Proclamation, our beloved Pre. 
GJcnr, not content with having menlioned the above 
a:" :clcs, got's over forne of them again. We will fol
hn\" hill, that we may fee and feel our obligations to 
he gr~:tct'ul, for the inanifold favoui'S witll which we 
are indulged by the· great GOD., 

I ft. \V e are called on, this day, my brethren, to 
" render our Jincere and hearty thanks, to the Great 
Ruler of Nations, for the manifold and fignal mercies 
which c1iflingniih our lot as a nation; particularly for 
the poffdliol1 of co;ijtitlitiollaIGo'verlllllwt, which unite, 
and by their union, eftablifh Liberty with Orde'r." 

THE State Co~jli//llilJlIs, toge'ther With 'the federal 
ConjJifulioll, are to this nation, great and ihexpreffible 
fa\'ours, ftir which all Americans are bound' to give 
GODtbnks. Forfuch has been the kindnefs of Di
"inc Providence, to North-America, that no natioR, 
language, or tongue of people. have been equally fa
vou red with gooe! and wholcfome Conftitutiolls ofCi
vii GMcrnment Only let thofe C0l111itutions be pro
perl y maintained, and Liberty, Peace, Order and 
Wealth, ml1{l he their incyitabk c 1nfequences. We 
Glll110t thcrcfo:'c appear 'before GOD, with a realizing 
lcnfc of his mercies, <ltW, not be thankfulfol' our,Con-, 

flillltion~l Govfrnmcnt. 

2d. ViE art reminded, in thePro,damation, of our 
peace, both foreigllaad domeHic, for vihithwe ought 

.to bc t)lankful. 

• \VE have c.lready takel1l1otice of that kind of peace, 
1::0t:1 fereign and dcmefiic, whi(h i\medca enjoys--

.md , . 

, 

I , 
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and have fQ1)11d, that notwithfl:anding it has been in
terrupteq 1:11, the moll indecent and wanton manner, 
we are unqpJIbtnlly unqcr faned obligatioRs of grati
tude to the great" GOD, fo"r that degree of it, which 
we llill enjoy. .. . . 

• . 

. 3d. The Prefident calls on ~s to. render a tribute cf 
praife and gratitude to the Great Difpofer of all e
.vents, " :II.or the feafona,ble controu! which has been 
given to a fpirii of diforder, ir.. the fuppreffiou ()f tl1e 
la to:: inf u rreaion." 

. . • • 

THIS article has been taken notice oLtI)"ea,]y , bnt 
as it is twice mentioned by the PreJident, it may not 
be amif~, for us to fpend a moment or two, in preffing 
:it upon our niillcis. . . 

WHO can tell what would have been the confc. 
• • 

quencc, lho\lld this i!lfur~ection failed of a check ill 
the bud? Had this been our unhappy cafc, it mi6"ht 
have proved.more detrimental to us, than all the Dri
tilh fpoilations thap the Ullj'-"il detention of the W cit. 
'ern Polls, and the Indian war in the bllrgai!t. 

• • • 

THE expenees of this affair are {o great, and the 
danger to the nation fo alarming, that it is hoped that 
the good people of the Union wfll be forever here
'after on their guard, againft unconf1:itutional oppofi
tion to exilling .Laws· let thofe Laws be attended 
:with partial difadvantage~ or not. 

3d. We are urged to be thankful, " generally for' 
the profperous courfe of our afl~lirs, public and pri
vate, and at the fame time, humbly and favently to 
befeech the kind author of thefe bldIings, gracioufly 
to prolong them to us." Gratitude and prayer, gen~ 
trally fpeaking, accompany each other·· There is, 
therefore, the greatell propriety in our Chief Magif
lTate!s calling on the inhabitants of this land, not only 

w 
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to be' thankful for what we have received from th 
hand of GOD, but to implore the continuance of al 
thofe favours we have enjoyed in days paft. . ... 

• , , , . • • •• . .. 
• 

4th. Again, we are to pray that GOD would "im~ 
print all our hearts a deep a~d folemn fenfe of our 
obligations to him," 'for the favours beftowed on ·us. 
Nothing 'can . be more Gofpel.like, than this requeft; 
therefore nothing can be Illore bur duty on .this {olemn 
and interefl:ing occanon; ... .. '. . ... ".. .. 

. ' • 
• 

5th. WE are in~reated ~o pray, th~t 90D would, be 
pleHl:d ,', to teach us rightly to cftiinate the i'mmenfe 
value'" of the favours which we now enjoy. . ." 

• • •• •• • · , . .. . . , . 

WOULD we be rationallt thankful for mercies be,. 
Howed on u~ we mufl: learn their real value with': 
o'ut an' eftiriJatioti of'tliis kin'd~ ive'111all be expofed to 
the mofl: iliameful and dangerous errors, 1ll0rtaJs expe~ 

• tlence, '" ': I: .. . .' . '. .. . . ' . , 
, 

':CHE moll ready Yfay t.o a.ccompUIb this importan.t 
buunefs, .is to compare' ()Qrfelves an~ our circum!l:~
((:5, \vith t110fe nations and defcriptions of people whofe. 
ci'vil and religfou~ cirtumfiances arc fo widely ·different 
from ours Who Can ferioufly refleCt on the diffr.rence . 
hetweena people' under the galling yoke of civil and 
ccclefiafiical Tyranny: '. and a people fully enjoying aU 
rhenatlJffl, ci'Ui! and religious rights of man" . without' 
feeling that the latter are und,er pectiliar'obIigations of 
gratitude, to the Great Difpofer of events ? Itis good 
for u's, frequently' to &aw fh~' cOrriparifon hetween' 
ourfelves'al1d the nationsbf the earth who arefiaves, 
that we may ~ee and be affeCted with the fovereigtr 
and diftinguifhing blefiingsHea ven has bellowed on the: 
A mel'icans. ' ,'. " .. . ..., . ' '. .., -

• • 

6th . .According to the Proclamation, we muft pray 
~h;:t GOD \rc;lJd " prefern; us from the arrogance of; 

, 
• 
• , 
• 

,.... profperity, ' . I 
f • • • • • • 
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profperiti, and from hazarding the advantages w~ 
enjoy, by delufive purfuits.~' . . 
L . 

• 

ARROGANCE and delufioq ar.e evils w~ ought mnfl 
~evoutly' to depI:e~ate. ' Profperity is at,tend~d with 
many unfqrefee!l e,vlls ~nd dclufivt pur[ults ~vlth dan
gers that lie j~ a~bufh, IPqy t9 f~ize on ~s m, an uno, 
guarded ~our .therefore we are to loo~ to 1,lIm who 
~Ione is ~ble to guard us frOl'!l tho(e evils, ac all tjme~ .. 

, ' 
• 

7th. 'TV:£ are in the Proclamation, intreated to call 
on Cop, to " difpofe Us to ~Jler.it the continuance ot
l1is fav6~rs, by not ab~~ng them by our grat~tude 
ror ~hel!1, and by a c.orr~(ponde~t condua, as, citl~eI\s 
and as men." . 

OUR' good and beloved PrefIdent tIfes the wor~ 
f!lerif, in this p'aragraph, i,n a fenfe quite different from 
Chrifl:ian Divines i,n general; who ~e~l" 'that ma~
.kind, are finners, and of courfe have, never earned or. 

. '. I ' • • • • 

~erited any' favour from th~ band c{ t~e AIWig~ty ; 
who feel t\1.ey h,ave no right t!,<laiW jj.Qy g90d thing 
from the hand of 90I?, on ~~e confideration tha,t they 
have merited it. From this view, the' Chrifiian has 
gr?unt\ for g'ralit~de, that the felf-,l:ighteous lIla~ ca~ 
l1elther fee nor feel. ".file Procl,aIpatio1J. therefore, 
"~an rationally mean nOlhi~g ni~re~ by' nie!iti,ng t4e 
continuance of favours, than condu~ing ourfelves as 
~itizen~, and as men~ in fuc~ a manner, a~ to prOlpote~ 
~he honcur o~ qon, and th~ general good of maqkind, 
To do '~hi,cb~ w~ depen(on the di~ine aid, as.' much, 
,!-,s to d~. any thj~g ~Ife. 1:heref<orc, there i~ the llt~' 
moll propriety in calling on GOD,:our Heavenly F<l-' 
ther, to difpofe us, as men, toperforfn a'll thofe'thing~ 
whIch are right" and acceptable in his fight. 

, ' . 

OUR entire and abfolute dependence on GOD, is the 
?nly rational ground of prayer; The defign of which 
~ not to perfuade the Sllp~eme Being to alter his pur-. 

pofes 

, 

• 
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p"fes concerning us ; but to prepare us for the re
n;ption and conrinuation of unmerited and undeferved 
;,l\'OllrS ; The reception of fuch favours opens 
the door for unfeig'led gratitude to the Father of 
I,ights, from whom every good and perfea: gift def-

o 

cends. N,t unto liS not unt~ liS, but umo thy great 
dnd glorious name, 0 G"D ! be all 'the praife and 
glory is the language of an hmble, praying, thank
ful fOlll ; :md fuch as we all, this day, fuould realize 
be1lm:: GOD. . 

8th. l\Iorcover, we are caIrEd on, this day, to be
{(T( h GOD, "To render this country more arid more, 
;t {afe anc! rropitious ofylum for ~he unfortunate of 
otlltr couu~rics." -

THl s fentiment breaths the m6lf[ difinterefted bene
",'(lienee towards the unfortunate and wretched among 
other natiol1" and is worthy tobe prefervcd in letters 
(If gold: For ~ is a truth, which no man in the ex
t'rcite of n.:afon can deny that the great GQD, in a 
courfe of Divine Providence, has already rendered, 
t IIi, cmmtry a prGpitiolls afylum for the unfortunate 
of other countries. The opprdfed of other nations, 
may fiy hither, from the galling chains of civil ana· 
eccldiaftic:tl tyranny, and enjoy all the rights of man. 
lIne they may be furniihed \rith all the neee:ffaries, 
and many of the delicacies of life. Here they may 
hreath the air of freedom, uncontaminated with the 

'})reath of tyranny. Here they may enjoy themfelves. 
. as free citizens of the worl'd, and prepare themfelves 
fili-a fiate of more fublimc a!1d exalted pl~afures, than 
time can alTord. 

IT is moreoY~r, ('kvoutlv to be wiilied rhat this-
• 

coulltry might" be renderd more alld morc~ a/afe 
. i\nd ]J!Wlilious afvlllm for the unfortunate of other r, . 
countries." This will IlO doubt be aecomplifhed, 

• 
i , 
, 
• , 
• , 
i , , , , 

, , 
I· .
" \yhCll we are freed froIn the bancfuL-iilflucllee of Bri

tiill 
· , . 
'. 
• 
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i tilh politics, [poliations and injuflice. When the ex
pence, havoc and blood/hed of t~e In~ian ,:ar {hall 
ceafe. \Vhen virtue {hall prevaIl agamll: VIce, and 
fpread its falutary eflects through all c1afTes of men. 
When our good and wholefome laws {hall be main
tai:.ed with'more vigour, than at prefent they are. 
W hen the Great Cavemour of all things {hall rouk 
up feveral more natio~s to commence our friends .and 
allies, to protect us from the rage of the comblUed 
defpots of the earth. 

, 

, FOR thefe thing~, 'therefore, we ought mof!: fer
vently to pray; for they are given to men in anfwcr 
to humble prayer. 

9th. We are called on to pray COD " to extend 
among us true and ufeful knowledge." It is for the 
interell: of monarcbiraf and ariflocrotical governments, 
to keep the great body of the people in the mof!: pro
found ignorance, efpecially as to political matters: 
But in a republicaJl government, it is directly other
wife. 

, 

TYRANNY has always been fupported by ignorance 
in the great mafs of the people, and ufurped power in 
their rulers. While Liberty is fupported by know
ledge and virtue among the people, thefe check the 
lawlefs f!:rides of delegated power, and preferve the 
people from navery and wretchednefs. Therefore, 
as our Government is of a pemocratical, or Repub. 
lican kind, we cannot even hope to preferve it from 
dell:ruction,without diifufing trUe andufeful knowledge 
among the people in general ; and as all events are 
in the hand, and at the difpofal of the great JEHOVAH, 
it becomes us on this oceaHon, to plead with him, to 
fueeeed and blefs all the means of Literature, from 
the leaf!: to the greatell:; and that ufeful knowledge 
thr~lUgh this, as well as all other nations" might fill th~ 
earth, as the waters do the fcas. . 

loth. 
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loth. The Proclamation concludes with r~com.; 
mending it to' ~s, on tllis occafion?to,p'lead \vithGoD; 
" to difftife and eil:abWh ha,bits of Sobriety; drder, 
Morality \lod fi€ty; and fi'1alIy. t~ im.p'artial~ the 
bleffings w~ poifetsor a{k for ourfe!ves, to the whole 
family of 111ankind." . , , 

THA T habits of jOl;riety, orde~, morality arid piety~ 
are the fruits and effects of the Divine influence, all 
mua allow; arid the propriety of praying to GOD, to 
diffufe and eil:abliih them, through the whole earth; 
muH be apparent to every,perfon ot reflection. That 
we lhbuld love our fleighboiir as ourfelves; ah'd plead 
with~ the great J £HOV AH; to. impart to the whole fa~ 
mily of mankind, the fame favours he has befl:owe~r 
~n us, perfectly ~ccords with tht; moil: difinterell:ed be. 
I1evol'eilce, and is' a Mty incumbent on us~' on t'his 
great a'nd important occafion. , . j 

, , .,'" 

TlfUS, my brethren, we have taken notice of all 
thofe things m~ntioned in tl1eProclamation, for which 
\ve ought'to be thlmkjitf·- ahd for which we ought to' 

'. 
pray. . . 

, 

" WE will now nQtic~ fcvcra~ other ~hings, which Ollt 

t1115 occafion~ o~ght not to be palfed over in filellce.: 
1 il:.: We ought to be thankful for the glorious Gof· 

fJd of oUr Lord and Saviour, "ESUS CHRIS,],. How 
tbis came to be neglected in, the Procla,matiori, is a: 
circumfl:cnfce not only wonclerful~ but truly mortifying 
to the jricllds of Chrifl:i;mity : For it is, without ex; 
c~ption, the greatell: f!lyou.r ever beil:owed on ~hc chil~ 
dren of men; and therefore, 01'1 occafions hke the 
prefent, fhotlld not be palfeJ over in filence. . 

M .. nlIv ha'\'e been the attemptd of the erfeinie's of 
Chriil:ianity j tu overthrow this glorious fyftem of re~ 
ligious }~nowledg'e; bnt GOD ha~ overthroWn aU the 
artillery of earth and hell, which' has been pointed ai 

gainft it, and ,1wnfcquently is worthy of a tribute of 
pmife, for this ulllllerited goodnefs. . , 

zd-l' 

I 
• , 
• • , 
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dd. We o~ght.to b.e thankful ~or t~at general fiat~ 
of health, which haS been realized the year pail: i4 
th~s coundy ~ GOD ha~ fpared from the all-powerful 
influence of difeafes, oUr great and beloved P R~SJ:iJE.NT, 
the Chief M:tgifirate of America; i:ogether with ma';' 

i ny other influencial charaCters, as well as the people 
. in genera1; for whith we ought to be thankful: Yea, 

fuch has bee~ the overflowing goodnefs of Almighty 
COD to North~America, tl1e,year pall, that no epidem
ical difc:afes have prevailed through our '('illages, to\vnS 
and cities. , 
: 3d. We ought to be thankful for, that fpirit 0Uo
ber and deliberate friend/hip to the rights of mankind, 
which has prevailed throughout the United States; 
the year pafl:! 

, 

PERSONS of th~s charatter hav~ ritade their appear: 
arid: in villages; towns, cities, General Aifemblies, 
~nd what is of very great impoftance; in Congrefs ' 
So that it is exceedingly evident; that the fpirit of true 
Americans is not fled; or left us in thefe days of cQr. 
ruption. 

THE Liberty oj the Prejs , the privilege oi fpeaking, 
Writing arid publifhing our fentimeilts on religion and 
politics, aTe tirc~ances of too much importance to 
a. free people, to be piffed over, on fuch an octafion 
as this, without a tribute of praife to the great GOD~ 

, 

AND' here I Ihould injure m C!wnfeelings, as.well 
as the tee1in·gs Of many of my dlow~cit,izens, were r 
to pafs in filence~ fhat noble exerti6ri in favour of Li. 
berty, which has been made by the feveral democratic. 
a}fociations, or Schools oJpoli~ical knOwledge, which have 
been cre.ated for the exprefs purpofe of invefiigating 
the nature of. a Republican GO'IJcrTlment, and puhli1hing 
their fentiments to their fellow-men. 
, POWER, honour, popularity, and even Hell i&lf, 

have been ranfacked in vain, for language and malice 
to blafi: ;hefe affociations. But they fiand on the un-
.. C 1haken 
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fhaken ground of the State and F~d~al Cgnfiitu!!ons, 
,and cannot fall, unlefs the Confiitutions" ~heJllfelves 
fall ",which willl).ever:tak,e place, till t:h:ellll-grafpjng 
arm of Tyranny, fhall baniih Liberty from thefe :hap. 
py climes. 

Ho,,' EVE R, thefe, ;t$ well as all other afl'ociatioIm 
of mcn, {hould feel theinfdves under the conrt6ul :of 
1.aw and Reafon : So far as this has 'beentbe cafe, 
they- have anfoi.veted mol1:excellent :pnrpgfe& in An1e.; 
rica, in the time of the late war, andjince : Ill-Fratle~ 
the 'lmfcilt Lifimy dfthat greitt aug! migh~r.R!!pub. 
lic, is greatly owing.to, aifocialiQ)1s ()f t1].I~:kinc!;. iind 
that they have dOlle harm, il} .tl~e W:efierI!~:part:,:of 
Pennfylvania, is a matter by no means evideat wir .. 
l1d~ the dffputes in Congrefs. " 

THEREFORE all the. true SC)nsp( "Liberty, 'wI~'be 
natllrally led, to fay ,unto all thf Den(ocratic'$(lcieties, 
both inFrance andAmerica, HE.N.TH '& FlIATFR!ilTr ! 
. '4th. We ought on this oC0alidli;tg,lhoutfoilih'che 
praj(es of the GOD oj /fnllie;.' who hath fUCl:eed~d: 
our gl'C<lt ;tnd m,igilanimolls .AJli~s r4e F.RJP.'{CH:ffA
'1'10 N, in their clvfence of the. Rights of ~all) ag~~ 
~l1e odiolls bantl ~~f.the ,c9~billed~efp9tsin~uJ..q~~ 
Surely he hath fought their battllis~, .an~ fucc~4~4 
their cnterprizes.,; Their fllCce[s,iI) if. (enfe.iso~~:~, :'; 
'['(-lei!' ~ights and L.iberties being once fec.ured'r ~O!1~'S, 
of courie, I11Uft he in the fame fittlation ~ FOYnotltiM, 
~,:in he more evident, than .that thcenerriies t'O 'Li.fje~fy' . 
1II Flirope, ai:c ene,I11i.es to LibetJy in .AJllerlca~c' JJiaa 
t~e Euro!,:an co~nJjin1tio'ns again£!: the Rig~'ts:6fiW~, 
fucccedcd ill tllt;lr, attempts to reduce '.rrallce't<?·f~tlr 
ancient fl:ate of. QPprCffiOll andvaifaJage. theit:Irr.tl?i~' 
obs ?,Ild l't"ftk(s 'fph:its ,voulJ have never'~eel'l :quiet, 
whik a ray of Liberty beamed in 'this new worM." , 

. r', 

"TtiE fight of a: nation of fl'eemeil ; their fup'erior, 
h~ppinefs~ {plendor and glory, would be to them; like 
a fitithful cOIlfcience to a vicious man. It 'Wc:iiilctpalot 
their tyrannical characrers, in their true, but blacke1l: 

colours; 
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colour~; it w.auld fill their h~rd~ned (au!s with fenfa
lrOnS t06 painful, for even Tyrant~ and blaod-thirfly. 
mortals to endure.' ' " 

No event 'in the cotlrfct of Divine Providence; ex· 
cept th~' enjoymeht of the Gofpel~ can be el1iinated 
more highly,or rationally demand more gratit~de from 
an Amer:ican, lhan the late futcefs of the French na· .' ' tlOn. '. ' . 

. T.!IIS . b~ing the caf:, "ie are afl:onifhe.d .that om: 
great li,l'ld bcfoved Prehdent that Sun of Llber.ty. , 
the beam's of WllOK: glorious character, have reached 
the maft difl:ant nations on earth, {hould pafs it over, 
jllfilen~e, in" an inftrument like the· Prodamation for 
a Natianal Thankfgiving. 

How can we, my brethren, forget the kindnefs and 
generoli!y of the French natian to. us, when Great
BJitainw~s exerting every nerve, to ddhoy our trca
fure; fpill our choicefl: blaod, and reduce this, new 
happy land of Liberty t9 a fl:ate of the moft abject !la
very. Did they not fly to ;n'ms Did they not apen 
t~eir treafures, and admiuHkr to our wants in that 
critical' period? 

, . 

AND 1hall not we feel far this fame nation, who, from 
a fight of Liberty in Amnica, have .been led to feek 
the fame bleiling for themfelves? GOD forbid! . 
~et us be ti,ankful for their fueedles, and pray to AL
MIGHTY GOD, t1m they may be continned, until Ci
vil and Ec'deliall:ical TyrannY' 1hali be bound in the 
chains of Juftice, and like the firl1;the father of all 
Tyrants, be confined, till a world of Slaves fuall be
come a world of Freemen." . 

, ' 

WE. will now mention feveralthings for which we 
o~ght, on th!s occafion, to pray, which ha\'e not beell 
rnumerated In the Proclamation. ' 

, . 

1ft. "'Ie o~~ht to pray that GOD would infpire our 
ruI~ts With wllc1cm and underflanding, to know and do 
thm dlIIty ; that he would prefervc them from a fpirit 

~f 

, 
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ride felfifhnefs ~n~ dO,minatjon, ~d ~a~~ t~e~ 
urfing fathers to this infant.nation. 

2d. We ought to pray that COD would pour. out 
his holy C\nd gracious fpidt, and tevive rea~ r.eiigion, in 
this our day and generation: For ~he h~ppincfs of 
this land depen~s more ~poJ,l this" than w~ may be. 
aware. What would this nation be, fhould GOD. 

withhold his gracious (pir~t from us? . , . '. . 
•• •• • 

3d. That lle would blefs the l\iinifters of the Gof.., 
pel, and w.ake them the happy inftrum,ents 0'£ g~ell:~ 
a.nd univerfal gqod to mankind~ 

4th. That he would raife up and qualify men-to lill 
the moll: important ftations, both in Church and State; 
which by death mU,ft b,e foon vacated. . , 

• • 

5th. That Liberty and Religion may foon fpread' 
over the whole earth, and the world be filled with the 
knowledge and glory of the LORD. ", . . 

• 

THIRD.. 111e third general h~ad of thi,s DiCcourfe, 
was to point out the m,ode in which 'ye are this <;lay to; 
offer thanks to Almighty God; and in Which WI,! are 
to fupplicate the Thn;m<; of qra,ce, for thofe things. 
which we need. ' . 

I ft. Ou R, thanks for all things, ~uft l;le reD~t:e~ t~ 
GOD and the Father, in the name of our Lord JE.SUS 
CHRIST. The t:eafon of this is" becaufe every thing 
bell:owcd on mankindl is th~ purchafe of ~he b~oo~' , 
of JESUS G.l!RIST. ' 

2-d. All our, requdl:s, for mercies of any kin,d,from 
the hand of GOD, mull: be likewi(e in the nam.e of the, 
great Mediator. between GOD an,d M;an., The reafoIl, 
for this is, becau(e JEWS CHRIS.T, our LORD~ i!i the. , 
only niediu~throtigh which GOD can confllleody be£: 
t~)'w mercies on us, or we x:equell: favours at his ha,nd. 
To leave CF-IR IST therefore out of the account, in fo 
impo~tant a matler, as a National Thankfgivi'ng, muft . 

~.c 
• 
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~e an unpardonable negleCl:; for he is our creafor, 
preferver, benefactor and redeemer, and therefore we 
are bound to do all in his name. 

WE now pafs to make fame improvement of this 
fubject. . 

lfi. From what we have heard, we may learn, that 
the Divine Gpvernment is univerf{l and perfe~
othenvife there would be no propriety in our giving 
thanks to OOD and the FATHER, in the llame df our 
Lord JESUS CHRIS J', for all things. This circum-. 
fiance will adminill:er great confolation to every good 
man. It is not in the power of earth or· hell to touch . 
or harm us, afide from the divine pcrmiffion. 

THE beft interdl: of the good man, is the objeCl: of 
the Supreme Being's affeCtion, and will be inevitably 
pm-fued to the clofe of all the great affairs of this 
tranfitory world. The enemies of the good man, will 
~e deal~ with according to their rewards and will 
receive the punifhment they deferve. The goed 
man's GOD will finally be glorified· ·.-and the higheft 
happinefs of the general fyftem be fecured; while all 
the enemies of the general good, {hall b~ cloathed 
with fhame and difgrace. O! how glorious are the 
profpects of thofe, who Hve in \l ftate of friendlhip to 
God and man! 
• 

zd. From wha,t we have IleaI'd, we may learn the 
~rlJly important character of Jefus ClIrift. . 

FOR if we are to give thanks to GOD and the F A

!THER in the name of our Lord .]eflls Chd!l:, for all 
~hings, then all our good things flow t9 us, through 
the blood of Jefus Chrift ; and we are in a eertaill 
fenfe, indebted to him for them all: To pafs Chri1l: 
9yer, therefore, in giving thanks to GOD, or in fup
plicating the Throne of his Grace, is an expreilion of 
~he greateft ingratitude; and what we on fuch an oeca. 
¥on as the prefent, 1hould by no means do •. 

IT 
• 
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IT is a faCt, my brethren, that in Chrifi:, we five, 
man! and ha,'e our being. 

,\d. From what ha:; been {aid, \I'e may examine 
ol1~Jl:ives, whether m: ;ire truly thallHlll, or pot. 

OFR Chief Ma~illrate has called 011 LIS to be thJnk~ 
rill ttl GOD for m;ny things: Do not our confciences 
join ,ri th him in this call? . Does n t the word of 
Gad inforct this recommendation ? Yea. do no' the , 

reafoll and nature of things all eonfpire to inforce this 
great and important duty? We think they do: : 
The qudlion then is, arc we really thankful? 

.VY E have come up hither this day we have pre
frntni ourfclvcs all before the Lord; and has it not 
hn:n to oili:r a tribute of praife to the great Gon, 
for h::; mallY favours? Are we fiuent or are we 
not? . O! my hearers, fcuch and fcc! For that God 
,';illt \\'hom we have to do, call1lot be deceived and 
"illilot be mocked. Better had YOli not put on the 
;tppearance of gratit ude, than to have put it on, if 
\'UUI' hearts arc not in this matter: For God hates an , 
l~rocritical heart. 

LeT us examine, whether we feel ourfelves unwor~ 
Illy of the leali uI all the mercies of God, or not.
W hClher we Iu:arl ily feel our entire and abfolute de
jlcr.ciulce 011 God; or are filled with [elf-important 
and felf·fufficient views of mind. ·Whether we arc 
dilj)oJed to impruve all the good things God has be
i[(l\vnl llron on us, to his honour and glory, or not. 

11 ~.\'(: do not Ii IJd th(+ things in ol1rfelves, have we 
!JOl at"tcd a moil prep(}ih~i'~1I1S part this day, in pre
tCll(~i;!g to give thallks ttl the great God? 

/,th. To c)'lk the [l]I'jn1. Let me r~~rfiJ.ade 
• - '1"~"1 'd y('ll~ ,LO p(?jor;u [nc. (iU:I~S 01' tillS (~ly, OH tue ay 

;~:\:)I)!!ltcd tor thc!n. 

1,; T ll< !,j-,'c th1llf., tr: COIl <l!1d the F.lJ'J'llER for all 
1 ' ,~. r l' I '/1. tJll::", lil tit:: g~,lllC u. 'JUi' .L'jl'L Jdus C ll'11[. 

Nothing 
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NOTHING can be more amiable in a dependent ra· 
tional being, than unfeigned gratitude to the Great 
Fountain of all being and all good. 

AGAIN, let us be perfuaded to pray for the conti. 
nuation of thofe good things which we now enjoy: 
Thefe are of a fpiritual and temporal natnre, and ought 
to lie with weight on our minds : O! let us not for
get them, before God the Great Giver of every good 
and perfect gift : But cry unto him night and day, . 
that he would be pleafed to fpare us from that deIhuc. 
tion we deferve. 

LET our heart~ be expanded with the moil: heaven. 
; Iy benevolence; Let the highefl: difplay of the glory 
l of GOI) ; the greatefl: good of the nation together 
i with the higheil: happinefs of the whole family of 
i ADAM, be the great object of our defires at the Throne 
: of Grace. 

, 
• • , 

Mr Brethren Remember, in your requdl:s be-
fore GOD, the Chief Magilhate of thefe United States, 
together with all other civil officers under him. For
get not the Minifl:ers of the Gofpd;uf all denlHnina
tions nor the Churches of his Grace ner the oui:
powering of the fpirit of GOD, on all flefh ,'nor our 
French Allies. 

FOR GET not to cry for a world that lies in fin and 
wickednefs; Oh ! plead with the Great Difpofer of 

1 all events, that all Civil and Ecclefiafl:ical Tyranny 
may be dell:royed from the earth . tJ1Jt Satan's king
dom may be ruined, and CHRIST'S kingdom built lip 
on its ruins that GOD'S antient people, the Jews, 
might be brought to the knowledge oi God· that the 
heathen might be given to his Son, and the uttermoLl: 
p~rts of the e~rth for his poffeffion. that" nery heart 
nllght glow WIth love, and every tongue might fpeak 
forth t~e praifes of the, Moil High, from the riling to 
the fettmg Sun; WhIch may God granr,for his dear 
Son's fake. 

A MEN . 
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