)75

Commonwealth of Maffachufetts.

By His EXCELLENCY

James Bowdoin, Efq.

‘GOVERNOUR of the Cowvoxwisert of M ASS ACHUSETT S,

A Proclamation,
For a BDay of THANKSGIVING.

A S it batb tleafed "‘[""’é’/} 3 GO D, tie Tather of Mercies, to b:fvwr mary an! great Favours on the
14 ; M pppe sp=ces ¢ py N . e - "’ 3 4 . . - y

X Perf .!‘ o ‘1’”,6”.”;"’-“’ souckn, in f ¢ Ciirfecf the Yeur tal, it highly becorics us, at this Scafon, arrecadly 1o

toe Prafiice cf onr wife and pius winceors, ty render to 1 the Jib dritate of cuir Praife :

H A VE thereforc thought fit, by and with the Advice of the Council, to appoint, and do accordingly
appoint, THU RS D AY, the FrrreextuDay of DECEMBE R next, to be fet apart and ob-
ferved, as 2 Dayof PUBLICK THANKSGIVING : Callingupon Minifters, and People
of cvery reliziors Denomination, to afiemble on that Day, in their refpe@ive Places of publick Worthip,
devoutly to expret. their Gratitude to our great BrxiracTor, for his innumerable Benefits : - More efpecially,
for ordering the Sea’ons of theYear fo favourably, that the Labour of the Hufbandman hath been crowned with
an sbundantIncreafe of the Fruits of the Earth;--{or reftoring, ina good Meafure,ourFithery,and thercbygrant-
i us fo liberal a Portion of the rich Treafure o the Sea;---for preferving us from infe@ious Sicknefs, and other
crivvous Calamitizs 5 and above all, for continuing to u: that incftimable Blefling, the Gofpel of his Sox, to-
cother with the full Enjeyment of religious, as well as civil, and perfonal, Rightsand Liberties.  And I do
susther call upon Minifters and People, at the fame Time, penitently to contefs thofe manifold Sins, which
have rondered us altogether unworthy to reccive, and incapable ducly to improve, the Bounties of his Provi-
denee 3 and to implore his Forgivenefs, through the Merits of Jrsus Curisy our Saviorr @ Humbly be-
feeching Hiu, that the Unton of the CoxreperaTed STATES oF America may be contirmed, and their
Councils direed and profpered ;-—-that the ApynnisTraTion of Goverxsent within this CovironwrarTn
may ever be guided to fuch Meafures, as fhall be adapted to the common Safety and Happincfs ;---that the Lim-
Iarrafiinents, under which our Trade labours, may be removed 5 and that it may be carried on, in fuch a Way, as
t pronots th + general Gond;---that Scroors and Searvarizs or Lranving, and the Means of RELIGION,
may be fuceadad, {o that we may be univerfally animated, by the Princi~tes of Prizryand Jesticr, a truc Zaal
for the Weliare of cur Country, and Benevdlence to Monkind :-—-Ard finzlly, that CHRISTIANITY, in its
cenuine Spirit, may be continually advancing, until it thell overiprend the Larch,
AND I DO recommend a Sufpenfion of all uanecelliry Labour, and Recrertion unfuitable to the revicious
Soicmnity of the Day.

G IV EN atthe Covncr-Cuanzrr, in BOSTON, the SEVENTH DAY of Novrvser, in the
Year of Our LORD, One Thoifizind Scvcn Hundred and Eighiy-five, ernd in the TENTH Year of the
INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

Fames Bowdoin.

By His FEXCELLENCY’s Comnard,
With the Advice and Confent of the COUNCIL,

JOHN AVERY, jun. Seretory.
GOD SAvVE Tux CO.MMON\V‘EALTHI
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