Commonwealth of Maffachufetts.

By His EXCELLENCY

James Bowdoin, EAq.
GOVERNOUR of the COMMONIVEALTH of MASSACHUSETTS.

- A Proclamation

FOR A GENERAL THANKSGIVING.

S there is a moral Fitnefs in expreffing our Gratitude to our Benefatlors, and asit encreafes in
P2 Proportion to the Benefits conferred, we are under the higheff Obligation, both as a Peopte, and a:
Individuals, to exprefs, tothe SUPREME AUTHOR of all GOOD, our fervent, and moff gratefu!
Avknowledgments, for the numberlefs wunmerited Bleffings his Providence has beflowed upon us ; and
in particuler for thofe of the paft Year : for which it isour Duty, iz a Jocial Manner, to render HIM
oir inoft clevated PRAISES :

hercby appoint, THURSDAY, Tve FOURTEENTH DAY or DECEMBER

next, to be obferved as a DAY or PUBLICK anxo GENERAL THANKS-
, G 1 VIN G, throughout this Commonwealth : Recommending to Minifters and Pcople of every
Dcnomination, to affembie on that Day, in their feveral Places of religious Worfhip, and to unite in ce-
Icbrating the Praifes of ALMIGHTY GOD, for the innumerable Inftances of HIS Goodnefs to us :
Particularly that, in the Courfe of the paft Year, HE has been pleafed to afford fo remarkable a Degree
of Health to the People of this Commonwealth ; to order the Scafons fo favourably, that the Lavour
of the Huseanpyan has been blefled with a PLenty of the Probuck of the Earth ; to increafe our
[isneries; to enlarge our MaNuracTures j and above all, that it has pleafed HIM 10 continuc to
us the LicuT of the blefled Gosrri, and the full EnjovameNT of our RreLiGious Liserty.

AND I FURTHER RECOMMEND, to Minifters and People, to accompany their Tanks-
Givincs with devout and fervent Prayers to the great GOVERNOUR of thc WORLD, that, notwith-
ftanding our Ingratitude and multiplicd Tranfgreflions, FE would continue HIS gracious Providence
over us 3 dnd preferve our FronTiERs, and all Parts of the UNITED STATES, from the Incurfions and
Depredations of Savace Exemies 3 that HE would profper our Pusric Councits, and infpire both
Rurers and Peorce with a difinterefted Love to their Country 3 that HE would endue the Prorrr
with a true Senfe of the Value, Extent and Importance of their Privileges, both civil and relizious ;
and with a Senfe of their Obligations to fupport Government and good Order, without which
the Exiftence of thofe Privileges muft be endangered ; and in fine, that PEACE and HAPPINESS
'TRUTH and JUSTICE, BENEVOLENCE and undefiled RELIGION, may univerfally previil.

I HAVE thercfore timught fit, by and with the Advice of the Counéil, to appoillt, and do

~ AND 1 DO RECOMMEND a Sufpenfion of all unncccﬂhry Labour and Recreation, unfuitable to
the religious Solemnity of the Day. :

G IV EN a4t the CounciL-CHAMBER, 77 BosTon, the THIRD qu efNovembcr, in the Year
of our LORD, One Thoufand Seven Hundred and Eighty-Six, and in the ELEVENTH Ycar
of the INDEPENDENCE of tbe UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

JAMES BOWDOIN.
By His Ixccllency’s Command,
With the Advice and Confent of the Council.

JOHN AVERY, jun. Secretary.
GOD SAVE THE COMMONWEALTH!'



