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PsarLu cxviil., 18,

THE LORD HATH CHASTENED ME SORE;

BUT HE HATH NOT GIVEN ME OVER
UNTO DEATH,

T may feem, peihaps, a little fingular to
fome, at firft view, that I fhould, on the
prefent occafion, fele& fuch a paflage of
fcripture as this. But I flatter myfelf, that;
on properly confidering what is the obje& of
our affembling, it will be far from appearing
fo very foreign or unfuitable, We are met,
I conceive, for the fpecial purpofe of review-

- ing the Lord's dealings with us as 2 people—
of recounting thofe mercies, which, not=
withftanding our provocations of his anger,
he hath exercifed towards us—and of en-
gaging our fouls before him to fuch im-
provement of his goodnefs, as the obligations,
which lie upon us, fo loudly inculcate, We
have long been engaged in the horrors and
expences of wWAR ; during which, though
our own country hath not been made the 1m-

A 2 mediate
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mediate {cene of devaftation and bloodfhed,
Providence hath greatly frowned upon us,
and afflied us with a variety of humbling
difpenfations ; to convince us of our na-
tional 1iniquities, and corre& us for our
public departures from the Lord, that our
sIN might not prove our RuiN. We have
feen the rod, in the hand of divine Juftice,
lifted up againft us. We have fmarted un-
der its repeated ftrokes. We have had our
feelings and our fears moft painfully exercifed.
We have been vifited with breach upon
breach. We have had wave after wave
breaking over our heads. We have been're-
duced to the greateft plunges of danger and
diftrefs. And now, through the interpofi-
tion of a wife and over-ruling hand of Provi-
dence, we have the pleafure to fee PEACE and
PuBLIC TRANQUILLITY reflored. The fmiles
of divine mercy once more blefs our ifland.
And, though we had deferved to have been
ftripped of every comfort, and to have been
left among the nations, for a monument of
divine difpleafure, as a tree which 1s peeled,
and whofe branches are broken, God, in the
riches of his mercy, hath continued to us the
enjoyment of various important benefits” and

5 privileges,
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privileges, above thofe of furrounding na-
f10118.

In thisview, then, I truft, it will appear,
that there is rather an eminent degree of pro-
pricty and {uitablenefs in the words, which I
have feleCted for the fubject of our prefent
meditation. ‘They are part of a fong of praife
and thank{giving, which was penned, meft
probably, by David King of Ifrael. Fre-
quently was that eminent {ervant of God 1n-

volved in very great dangers and difficulties,
prior to his peacéful cltablithment on the

throne, He was tried with fore exercifes of
faith and patience ; fo that {fometimes he was
tempted to exclaim, *° I fball one day perif
by the band of Saul*.” But, at length, the
Lord, in purfuance of his own counfel, and
in faithfulnefs to his promife, raifed bhim
above all his enemies, and eftablithed him
over the kingdom of Ifracl,—When, indeed,
this pfalm was compofed, we are not able
particularly to afcertain; but it appears to
-have been af fome f{eafon, when his heart was
very tenderly imprefled with a review of the
Lord’s goodnefs, faithfulnels, and grace. He
begins it, therefore, - with exhorting and 1n-
-viting all around him to celebrate the praifes

¥ 1 Sam, xxvil, I, .

of
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of God, and efpecially thofe, who profefied
- to be his people. *° O give thanks unto the
““ Lord, for be is good : becaufe bis mercy en-
““ dureth for ever. Let Ifrael now fay, that
““ bis mercy endureth for ever. Let the houfe
“ of Aaron row [ay, that bis mercy endureth
““ for ever. Let them now that fear the Lord,

““ fay, that bis mercy endureth for ever.”—He
next records a particular account of the Lord’s
goodnefs to himfelf; that others might fee,

what fpecial obligations HE was under to
thankfulnefs, and, that T4ey, alfo, might be
‘encouraged to rely on his power and loving-
kindnefs, when in fimilar circumftances of
danger and diftrefs. 'This is continued, ina
diftin& enumeration of his own difficulties,
and of the Lord’s merciful appearances for
him, down to the words of our text; which
contain the devout refletion of his own mind,
both upon the circumftances through which
he had been conduéted, and the fituation in
which he then was. And, on a clofe re-
view of the whole, he finds, that, notwith-
ftanding what the Lord had permitted to
befall him, he had abundant caufe for gra-
titude and praife. Inftead of murmuring
againft God, on account of what he had {uf-

fered, he faw reafon to be filled with love
and



L 7]
and admiration, that he had not been cut off
out of the land of the living. ¢ The Lord

“ bath chaflened me fore; but be hath not given
 me over unto death.”

And, if we only transfer thefe words from
2 private and perfoncl, to a public or. na-
tional account, ‘they will furnifh a train of
thought, in my apprehenfion, highly proper
to be purfued on the prefent occafion. I
fhall, therefore, take the liberty of thus ac-
commodating their {fenfe; and, in further

difcourfing upon them, fhall obferve the
fOIIOWihg method.

szﬂ I fhall mention fome particulars,
in which, as a nation, we may be faid

to have been forely chaflened of the Lord.

Secondly, Shall point out various inftances
of his mércy and goodnefs towards us, not-
withftanding this, which may lead us to fay

with David, ° But be bath not given us over
 unto death.’—And then,

. Thirdly, Dire® to fome proper improve-

ment "of the whole of the dwme conduét
towards us.

Firfl,
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Firft, 1 am to mention fome particulars,
in which, as a nation, we may be faid to

have been forely chaftened of the Lord.—

And may we not here fix our thoughts,

(1.) On theawfulDivistonsandDisTRrAC-
T1ONS, that have prevailed among us at home?
Far, indeed, would I be from cafting out any
pointed refletions upon either of thofe par-
ties, who have carried their political opinions
and difputes to {fuch a pitch of oppofition and
violence cne againft another. Removed fo
far as I am from the {phere of ftate tranfac-
tions, and unfurnithed, as of courfe I muft
be, with the proper means of judging with
refpect to the {ecret principles on which thefe
have been condu&ed ; it would ill become
me, as a Man, and much more as 2 Minifter
of the gofpel, to run out either in extrava-
gant encomiums on the one, or bitter in-
vetive againft the othier.. It is probable,
moreover, that We, who compofe this af-
{fembly, may have entertained, and do {iill
entertain, very different ideasand fentiments
both as to .Men and Meafures, which have
attracted the notice of the public, during fo
long a period of open conteft. On no ac-
count, therefore, could 1t be pertinent, or

even
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even decent in me, to indulge the fpirit of
party, while I addrefs you from the pulpit
on the prefent occafion. We will, therefore,
difmifs the queftion altogether, #ho have
conducted themfelves on the wifeff and wor-

thieft principles 2 and will attend only to the
Confufion and Diftradion ##fe//, which we

muft all allow to have prevailed among us,
and to have pervaded the moft public and
important departments of the ftate. And, in
this light, I can hardly doubt but we fhall
readily acknowledge, there has been ample
reafon to think, that Providence hath per-
mitted this, asone mean of chaftening us for
our fin and folly. For, whena people, by
their negle&t and abufe of divine goodnefs,
or by the previlence of pride, luft and
wickednefs among themielves, awaken the
Lord’s difpleafure againft them, and fo fill
up the meafure of their iniquity, that be
{ees it high time to punifh them in a pub-
lic manner, for an example and a warning
to others; he 1s never at a lofs for means
to check the fwellings of their ambition,
or to make them feel the {ad confequences
of their evil doings. And, one way, in
which he can accomplith this, 1s by giv-
Ing them up to a confufion of counfel

B ameng
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among themlelves ; by permitting evil {pi-
rits to obtain great- power and afcendance
over thofe, to whom is entrufted the conduét
of public affairs ; or, by fo over-ruling the
circumftances and events -of his Providence,
as that no harmony or confidence fhall pre-
vail among them. i
Thus, when mankind, after the -ficod,
through folly, pride and prefumption, were
inftigated to attempt the raifing of a tower
that fhould reach even to heaven, with a
view toimmortalize their name, and prevent
their difperfion abroad through’ the earth;
the Lord frowned upon their impious purpofe,
and blafted it,” by ¢ confounding their fpecct,”
and thus difconcerting all their operations:
on which account, the tower itfelf wwas
denominated. Babe/*.—In the days of Ahab
King of Ifrael, alfo, we {eearemarkable in-
ftance of this, in that we read, ° An evil fpi-
““ it came Jorth and flood before the Lord, and
““ fard, I will go forth, and I svill be a ling
“ foirit i the mouth of all his prophets;” to
whom the Lord faid,  Thoz fhalt perfuade
““ and prevail alfs; go fortn and do fo7.”
This the Lord then fuffered, as a mean ot
chaftening the rebellious Ifraelites, and,
% Gen. xi, g, + 1 Kingsxxii. 22.

particularly,
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particularly, of punithing the wickednefs of
Abab, who, accordingly, fell in the battle,
to which he went up againft the Syrians.
—And, without intending the leaft perfonal
cenfure upon any individuals among us, or
withing to appear an advocate for par-
ty refleCtions and invectives, which, on all
hands, have been dealt out with immeoderate
and unjuftifiable heat; may we not look
back upon that awful contention,. party-fpi-
rit, and confufion, which have prevailed, and
{ee reafon to confider thefe, as what God, In
righteous difpleafure, hath permitted to be-
fall us, in order to fcourge and humble us
for our tranfgreflions againft heaven ? ¢ The
“ awrath of man praiferh bim*,” as it is under
his control, and is frequently over-ruled by
his wifdom to ends, which are worthy of
himfelf, and efteCtive of his defigns. And,
if the wrath of man praife him, who will
{fcruple to admit, that the {pirits and views
of individuals may be wrought upon by
him~—or, that he may permit *“ the Prince
““ of the power of the air” to work upon
them, in fuch a manner, as to occafion the
oreateft confulion, contradiftion, and dif-
traction among -a people; and this, for the .

* P, Ixxvi, 10,

B2 purpofe
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purpofe of corre&ting and punithing them for
their impiety towardshim? That fuch con-
tufion, however, has prevailed—and, that
this hath been produtive of much evil
unto us as a people—no one furely can dif-
pute, who doth not wilfully fhut his eyes
againit the light, or is not determined to re-
fift the moft ftubborn evidence of facts. In-
deed I much query, whether it might not with
propriety be affirmed, that party-feuds and
diftrations among ourfelves have contributed
much more to what hath befallen us, as a
nation, than all that foreign and avowed ene-
mies could, ctherwife, have effected agamﬂ: us,
And it would be foolifh and abfurd in a very
high degree, to think of accounting for all
tiis, without admitting, without particularly
attending to, the interference of a wife over-
ruling Providence, In this refpe, there-
fore, it may be faid, *° The Lord bath chaf-

*“ tened us fore.”

{2.) Let us alio confider the nature and
circumftances of the WaRr, 1in which we
have been involved, and this will remind us
of the truth of what isaffirmed in our text.
A war this laft has been, which, in almoit
every circumftance of a diftreffing nature,

hath
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hath exceeded moft of thofe, in which this
kingdom has ever engaged. How unhap-
pily has it been protralted, year after year,
to a period, which was far from being fore-
feen, or apprehended, at its commencement!
What immenfe treafures have been expended

in the profecution of it! And, how hath it
brought upon us an accumulation of taxes,

which is almoft infupportable ; {o that in-
- vention is ‘now upon the rack in devifing
methods to anfwer the exigencies of the
ftate! What a mournful reflexion is it, al{o,
when we think of the thoufands, and tens of
thoufands, of hardy Veterans and valiant
Youths, that have fallen a facrifice by the
ravages of war! Men, who had formerly
atchieved the greateft exploits in their coun-
try’s' caufe, or, who prom1fed fair to have.
fupported her honours in a day of confli&
with her natural and avowed enemies! Gan we
help weeping over the immenfe quantity of
Britith blood, which has impurpled the feas,
or dy’d the plains, to the unfpeakable anguifh
of fathers, mothers, relatives and friends ?—
Is 1t not, likewife, to be confidered as a fpe-
- cial indication of divine difpleafure towards
us, that the war, which we have been waging
at fuch an aftoni(hing expence of treafureand

of
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of blood, has not been merely, nor yét prin-
cipally, with thofe, who have long and
openly avowed themfelves the rivals and ene-
mies of Great-Britain; but that the king-
dom has been divided againft itfelf—that his
Majefty's own empire has been the feat of
fuch dreadful devaftation—that fellow-Pro-
teftants, friends, and relatives by birth and
blood—whofe religion was the fame—whofe
intereft was one—whofe comfort and glory
fo much depended on mutual confidence and
affeCtion—who, in a ftate of union, might
have been a terror to the world—have been
left in Providence to take the field againit
each other, and to embrue their hands in
each other’s blood '—And what, alafs! isit,
for which we have been on both fides fo mad-
ly furious againft one another, which, . if
temper, diferetion, wifdom and confidence had
prevailed, might not with eafe have been
fecured : —What, likewife, hath been the
long feries of events, that have taken place
throughout this unhappy conteft, but fuch as
Britons may, and mutl, refle® on with grief
and mortification ! Hath not our boafted va-

lour, in many inftances, received a moft hum-
bling fhock? Have not renowned generals

and their armies been furrounded with, and

abli ged
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obliged to furrender themitlves prifoners of
war to thofe, againft whom they had held
out a bold defiancer Have not our navies,
which formerly {pread their fails with unri-
valled honour on the {eas, turned back in the
day of battle? And, have we not, in one
ftroke, fuffered a dilmemberment of empire,
fuch as was never heard of or known be-
fore? |

Surejy,‘ then, upon reviewing thefe things,
we have reafon to confefs, that ¢ .zhe Lord
“ bath chaftencd us fore.” For we ought not
by any means to account merely by fecond
canfes for what has been fo highly afflictive to
us as 2 nation. The Gop of Gods, who ruleth
in the earth, and who taketh vengeance upon
iniquity, hath undoubtedly permitted and
appointed thefe things, as the means of open-
ing our eyes, which we had fhut againft the
light, and of manifefting his hatred of our
fin, which had grown up unto the heavens.
““ He putteth down one’ kingdom, as well gs
an individual, ‘¢ aud fetteth up another®,”
He createth evil, as well as giveth peacet,
He daftheth the potfherds of the earth one
againft another, and maketh even  the wrath
of man to praife him.”

* -Pf, Ixxv, 7. + I xlv. 7.

(3.) Let
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(3.) Let us look to the PoverTy and
Loss or TrADE which have prevailed
throughout the kingdom, and thefe will
witnefs to the truth of what I am endeavour-
ing to reprefent. Extravagance, no doubt,
has been the reafon why the names of
numbers have been announced in the pub-
lic papers; o their own difhonour, and
the injury of their creditors. But it muft
with equal readinefs be admitted, that the
diftrefles,” which have come upon many,
once refpeftable and opulent, have not been
occafioned by any fuch caufe, but have
atrifen from that unhappy cohcurrence of
events, which they could neither forefee, nor
prevent. 'The channels of trade and com-
merce, through which the labours of the
Britith loom, and the various produétions of
our manufactories, were wont to be export-
ed, have of late ye:rirs;; in great meafure, been
blocked up. Remittances from abroad have
been unfeafonably and unjuftly reftrained.
The induftrious poor have- been much
abridged in, if they have not whelly been
deprived of, employment te fupport their
families. And withal, the price of moft of
the conveniencies and neceffaries of life has
been advancing; partly, through the preffing
‘ 5 demands
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demands of the ﬁate, and partly-, through the
unfeeling rapacity of individuals: f{o that -
much * complaining has beer heard in our
ftreets,” Indeed, fome parts of the kingdom
have exhibited a moft melancholy fcene of
poverty and diftrefs, as it appears from well=
attefted documents concerning them, that
thoufands of families have been- ready to
perifh for want of bread and employment.

And how ought we to account for thefe
things? Thofe, who profefs them{elves In-.
fidels, and have no fear of God before their
eyes, perhaps, would {mile at the ferious
manncr 11 which I wifh you to exercife your-
thoughts upon them; and {fuch might. call
themtheunfortunateeventsof Cuance,which
happens alike toall. But, as 1 am addrefling
thofe, who profefs to regard the Scriptures as
the rule of their judgment, and are thereby
taught, that all human affairs are -under the
direCtion- of an over-ruling Providence; 1
need not fear being fneered at, or pitied, for
‘my weaknefs, when I wi(h to have my own
mind, and yours, imprefled with the thought,
that all this is come upon us by the will and
particular appointment of heaven—-that the
hand .of .the Lord hath been ftretched -out

C. againft:
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acainft us—and that our iniquities have pro-
cured thefe things unto us.

~ But, I will not any longer infift on what
1s - rather adapted to the exercifes of a day
of public HumiriaTion, than of pub-
lic Rejorcing. What hath been faid,
however, if it be rightly confidered, as

ftating what have been the juft expreflions of
the Lord’s difpleafure againft our sin, may
prepare us the better for attending to what
we propofed in the Second place to confider,
and unto which I thall now proceed, viz. To

point out various inftances of the divine mercy
and goodnefs towards us as 2 mation, not-

withftanding what we have met with ina way
of chaftifement, which may lead us, in the
language, and O may it be with the fpirit of

David ! to fay, * Bur be taté not grven us
““ overto death.”

Here, indeed, I cannot help feeling very
painfully with you, both as a Men and as a
Briton, that we have not, on this public oc-
cafion, as’fome of you recolle¢t to have been
the cafe on former days of thankfgwmg, fuch
{plendid atchievements to celebrate, fuchim-
poitant viftories to recount, {uch glorious
acquifitions of wealth and power to recite,
as, by the {milesof divine Providence on our

military
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military exertions, were then accomplithed,
and refounded through the earth. We meet
under circumftances far lefs brilltant and joy-
ous, than have fometimes introduced a pub-
lic folemnity of this nature. But, notwith-
ftanding this, (which, perhaps, rather works
on our pride, than any better principles) we
have f{ufficient, yea, abundant caufe to cele-
brate the Lord’s goodnefs and mercy towards
us with unfeigned gratitude of foul. For,
indeed, he hath been far from dealing with us
‘“ after our fins, and rewarding us according to
our iniquities;” but, though he hath forely
chaftened and afflicted us, he hath {till gra-

cioufly been mindful of wus, and, * 7z zhe
““ day of bis caff-wind, bath flayed his rough -
““ qoind®’—It 1s matter of thankfulnefs
that we are not confumed ;—that we have
not been given over to the will and power
of our enemies-——that our land and habita-
tions have not been laid defolate—~that
our kingdom has not been made an Ace/-
dama, a field of blood. We had long - ago
forfeited "every favour and blefling by our
open infidelity and profanenefs. We had
richly deferved to have been held up to fur-
rounding nations, as a monument of juilice
* If, xxvit, 8.

C 2 and
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and vengeance, for the vileft abufe and con-
tempt of the richeft mercy. We might, -in
righteous retribution for our wickednefs, have
been deftroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah of
old, or, as we have lately heard of defola-

tions by earthquakes and inundations abroad.
What we had every reafon to have feared, but

which God in his mercy hath prevented,
will furnifth us with juft and abundant caufe
for thankfulnefs and praife.~I will not, how-
ever, content mylelf with thus hinting in
general at. the goodnefs of the Lord, which
hath been exercifed towards us, but will pro-
ceed to ftate a few of thofe particulars, which

Joudly call for our humble and grateful ac-
knowledgment. And,

(1.) Let me dire& your thoughts back to
the time, when zhe combined fleets of our
natural enenties came [aring up our channel,
and threatened an mwvafion of our coafls, with-
out our ézwfzzg &zgy ' fﬁrr:e at hand to f‘cpd or

refiff them. Do you not well recolle¢t the
‘confternaticn, into which all ranks of the

people were thrown on that occafion?  Was
it not allowsd on all hands, that, had they
attempted, they might have effeCted, a land-
1pg on our ihore ? in which cafe, how might

they
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they have depopulated many villages and
towns—pillaged . and laid wafte the adjacent

country—and, -at leaft, have greatly endan-
gered, if they had not blown up and defteoyed
our public arfenals and flores |  Was it not
matter of pleafing furprize, thatthey did not
avail themfelves of the opportunity for all.
this, which the abfence of our fleet at ‘that
jun&ture afforded? And what prevented?
What, but the gracious over-ruling hand of
divine: Provldence, kept them from attempt-
ing to' put into execution what muft- cer-
tainly have appeared to them fo defirable,
and what was known by us to have been fo
practicable? Was not the Lord’s goodnefs

moft remarkably apparent in our behalf, by
their being turned about, as it had been with a
“ hook in their nofe,” and induced to quit our
coafts with only making a vain parade? How-
ever difhonourable and difgraceful we may
call it in Them, we thould view it with pecu-
liar emotions of thankfulnets to Him, who
‘“ gathereth the winds in his fft*,” and
who then encompafled us with his ¢ favour

*“ as with a fhield+.”

(2.) Let me dire@ your thoughts to the
Afeafon, in which @ rwotous wmltitude fo
* Prov, xxx. 4. + PL v, 12.

Jrercely '
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Jiercely  threatened  fo have laid  the whole
city and its environs in afbes. ‘That memo-
rable event ought never to be forgotten by us,
whether we confider it as affording a friking
inftance of human weaknefs, or of the pre-
venting goodnefs of God. From what {mall
beginnings did it originate! How infignifi-
cant, how eafily to have been fupprefled,
were the infiruments by which the devafta-
tion commenced! But with what violence
and rapidity did it {pread! What a ftrange
panic feized the magiftracy of the city ! yea,
what confternation, for a while, benumbed
the minds of all in power! till, at length,
after breaking open and burning prifons=——
letting loofe the vileft mifcreants on the pub-
lic—ranfacking, and confuming the houfes
of many moft refpedtable individuals—the
intoxicated rabble adjudged the whole me-
tropolis to deftruétion !—It 1s in the recol-
leGtion of youall, nor can you ever forget,

what a dreadful diftrefling {cene was then
exhibited! what blind enthufiaftic zeal

fome, what wanton wickednefs 1n others,
and what defperate villainy in more, pervaded
all our ftreets! And, if a gracious reftrain-
ing hand of Providence had not then fet
bounds to the madnefs of the multitude, therc

5 was



[ 23 1}

was the greateft reafon to have feared, that
both public credit, and private comfort,
would have received a mofit fatal ftab. ‘This,

therefore, alfo calls for a lively tribute of
praife and thankfgiving.

(3.) The eflablifbment of PEAcCE is another.
inftance of divine goodnefs and mercy towards
us in the midft of our afflictions. I know,
indeed, that opinions widely differ with re-
{pe& to the merizs of the peace itfelf. But,

as Iam not competent, {o neither in the leaft
inclined, to enter into any minute invefti-

gation of that enquiry. Let it, therefore,
fuffice to obferve, that peace, in itfelf con-
fidered, is an important blefling to Seciety,
and that, under the circumftances which
we, as a nation, had long been in, it was
to us peculiarly defirable. We, as Chriftians,
are taught to pray for peace, becaufe *“ wars
““ and fightings originate in mens lofts*,”
and, becaufe the confequences thereof are
fo awful with refpe&t to thoufands, who
are hurried, it is to be feared, without
thought or preparation, into an eternal
world. War, indeed, is one of the greatefl
calamities to mankind, both in a civil and

* Jam, iv. I,
moral
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moral view. It puts an end to the {ocial
intercourfe of nations, which are all fprung
of one blood. It works upon the worft
of principles, that are found in the human
brealt. It opens a floodgate for all kinds
of viceand villainy in a land. It makesmen
moniters one towards another, as 1t leads
them to account themfelves juftified in vio--
lating the bonds of moral obligation, whe-
ther it be by plundering one another of their.
property, or by reducing them to circum-
ftances of the greateft perfonal inconvenience
and difirefs. It diftra&s and ruins the com-
fort and peace of families, by tearing chil-
dren from their parents, -hufbands from their
wives, and relatives from one another, who.
plunge into {cenes of blood, and are cut off
by an untimely death. It {preads, in fine,
defolation, poverty, and wretchedne{s, where-
ever it prevails.—Involved, then, as we have
{o long been, in the horrors-and expences of a
war, which hath fo weakened our national re-
fources, clogged up the avenues of trade, and
reduced us, as a people, to fuch extremity—
who will hefitate 2 moment to acknowledge,
that the eftablithment of peace between us
and the powers around us, is an event, which
calls for thankfulnefs and praife? If it be

defirable,
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defirable; that arts and manufa@ures thould
revive and flourith—that the induftrious poot
fhould obtain regular and full employment—
that commerce thould once more fpread het
fails without reftraint—that an open exchange
of national produltions fhould enliven and
enrich our ports=——and that the friendly in=
tercourfe of kingdoms f(hould be renewed ;—
If it be defirable, that rapacity and plundet
fhould ceafe and be difcountenanced—that
humanity and juftice, fidelity and honour
fhould prevail among the hations of the

world ;~=If it be defirable; that profligacy
and profanenefs, cruelty and opprefiion;, lewd-
iefs and debauchery, domeftic diftrefls and
anguifh; both at home and abroad, fhould be
prevented and fupprefled ;~In a word, if it
be defirable; that the good order of commu-
nities, the flourithing eftate of kingdoms, and
the general happinefs of mankind fhould be
fecured and promoted ;~—then, 4s Men, as
Members of fociety, as CitiZens of the world,
and, efpecially, as the Subjets of His king-
dom, who is * the Prince of peacé,” we
{hould be thankful and rejoice among our-
{elves; e fhould; alfo, congrifulate even
thofe with whom we have been at variance,
and with them thould uuite in bleffing the

b Ged
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God of ourmercies, that anend is put to the
ravages of war—that the {word hathno longer
a commiflion to devour—and, that public
faith and friendthip onece more blefs the
world.

And let us remember, that, while men,
as agents and inftruments, have exerted
themfelves in effe@ing what is thus defirable,
the primary productive caufe 1s thegoodnefs
of Him, whofe kingdom ruleth over all ; for
““ He maketh wars to ceafe unto the ends of the
““ earth*.” He both adjufts events in provi-
dence, and inclines the hearts of contending
powers, fo as to an{wer the purpofe of gene-
ral accommodation, which, without his over-
ruling influence, would, in moft cafes, be
obftruCted, cither by the pride and:ambition,

or, by the rapacity and avarice, of thofe at
variance.

(4.) Another call for thankfgiving is the
[fmiling profpect of plenty through the land.—
For afew feafons paft we have been chaftened
in refpelt to the produce of the earth, and the
inclemency of the fkies. Providence hath
frowned on the labours of the hufbandman.
The grafs of the field, after being cut down,
' = Pl xlvi. .
had
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had nearly perithed. The precious grain, in
many parts of the kingdom, was awfully
blighted ; and, in others, the crops of corn
were thin and unproductive. Though, there-
fore, we have not been given up to ““ clean-
““ nefs of teeth,” we have been taught, how
cafily the Lord counld, as in juftice he might,
have cut oft our ** whole ftay of bread,” and
have ftripped us at once of all our comforts
and enjoyments.

But now, through the kind indulgence of
divine Providence, we havea rich and glo-

rious appearance of plenty and abundance ;
{o that we have occafion to adopt the words

of the Plalmift, * Thou crowneft the year with
“ thy goodnefs, and thy paths drop fatnefs : they
*“ drop upon the pafiures of the 'wz'/cfe}'ﬂg/.'f, ang
“ the little bills vejoice on every fide.  The val-
“ fies plfo are covered over awith corn, they [hont
“ for oy, they alfo fing*.”—If the accounts,
which we receive from various parts of the
kingdom, be juft, perhaps there never was
known a period, when the earth was more
loaded with riches and increafe than it is at
prefent ; or, when, if Providence fhall * re-
ferveuntous theappointed weeks of harveft,”
the fruits of the ground promifed to be more
| * Pf, lxv. 17—13

D 2 {found
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found and productive.~——Ought not this,
then, to warm our hearts with love, and
fill our mouths with praife, to the God
of our mercies, who, notwithftanding our
provocations againft him, pours forth In
fuch profufion his goodnefs upon us?
Ought we not all moft affetionately to unite
in blefling and adaring the bounteous hand
of Providence, which fo feafonably, f{o

compaflionately provides for our comfort as
a people? Have not even the brute-crea-
tion a claim upon our gratitude for them,
in vocal honours to exprefs their obligations
to divine munificence? yea, would not all
nature condemn and reproach us, if we be-
trayed, or felt, the leaft relu&ance to {o ra-
tional, fo delightful an exercife as this ?—
And, if from fuch confiderations as the pre-

ceding, we may fairly deduce an argument
for thankfulnefs and praife, how much more,

(5.) From the confideration of thofe
many ¢l and religious Privifeges, which
we now enjoy ia the greatef} extent they
were ever known to be enjoyed! This is
- a theme, that may well move all our fineft
teelings, as Men, as Chriftians, and efpe-
cially, as Proteflant- Diffenters. How eafily

5 might
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might Providence have chaftened and af-
flited us, by giving our énemies fuch an
advantage over us, even at home, as to have
reduced us to a ftate of tributary {ubjeétion;
to have defpoiled us of our invaluable laws
and liberties, as Englithmen; to have
brought us in bondage to the will of a ca-
pricious monarch ; and, in a firoke, to have
deprived us of all our religious privileges !
Had the Lord, in righteous judgment, dealt’
with us according to our fins, we had long
ere this feen Ichabod infcribed on our
churches, and on our happy conftitution,
as a nation. We fhould have hung our
harps upon the willows, and, in a ftate of
fervitude moit cruel, have bewailed for our-
felves, and for pofterity, the lofs of all
which we held dear and facred.—~But, 1n-
{tead of this, behold, without infringement,
the Code of our civil laws, and the Charter
of our glorious privileges, which have long
made us the wonder and envy of the world!
What the valour of our anceftors atchieved,
what their wifdom digefted, and their juitice
confirmed, is handed down to, and en-
joyed by us, without any diminution or
abridgment, Our deareft rights, as Englifh-
men, are preferved inviolate, Our civil

jurit{dition
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jurifdiion proceeds upon its ancient, which
have proved themfelves to be the nobleft,
principles. Cur liberty and property, as
men, are guarded and fecured in the moft
wife and effectual manner. We are bleft
vith the aufpices of a government the moft
mild and lenient, the moft liberal and hu-
mane, that ever adorned the Britifh annals.
- And, as to our privilegesof a fzcred and re-
ligious nature, thefe, fo far from being
abridged, have been materially mproved,
and enlarged, by alate a& of the legiflature,
which did equal honour to the humanity,
the wifdom, and the juftice of thofe who
gave 1t countenance and fupport. As Pro-

teflant-Diffenters, we have efpecial reafon
to be thankful, that, without being obliged

to fubferibe to anmy buman articles of faith,
under pain of incurring the beavieft and moft
feandaleus penclties, we have a liberal to-
leration to worthip God, in what places, af-
ter wwhat manner, and on what principles, we
judge to be moft confonant with the word of
God, without any one’s being permitted, or
daring, to moleft us, Our teachers are not
removed from our eyes into corners ; not do
we {eek the bread of our fouls at the peril of
cur lives; but,f without the fmalleft incon-

yepience,
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venience, we can affemblein the moft pub-
lic manner, and enjoy our religious advan-
tages as often as” we pleafe.~As Pro-
teflant-Diffenters, we have likewife occafion
torejoice, that our Minsflers, and others duly
qualified, may open fchools for the education
of our youth, in fuch principles as we bold to
be feriptural and important, without the ne-
cefity of their [fubfcribing to any buman im-
pofed creed : a privilege, which, till of late
years, did not exift.—And are not thefe
“very loud and perfuafive calls -to thankful-
nefs and praife ?  Surely “ the flone fhall cry
- out of the wall, and the beam out of the tim-

“ ber fhall anfwer it*,” 1n reproachmg our
infenfibility and want of gratltude, if the

furvey of fuch diftinguifhing and invalua-
ble privileges doth not excite our love, and
engage our cheerful devotednefs to God.~

And may I not be permitted to fubjoin ano-
ther inftance of the Lord’s goodnefs to-

wards us, which calls for our thankful ac-
knowledgment? It 1s,

{6.) The—BLESSING which [Hill attends the

Jatbful difpenfation of the gofpel, I am
not infenfible, that the prefent is *“ 4 day of

% Hab, i, 11

& Jmalt
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““ fmall things,” in regard to the power and
prevalence of true religion. Some, who are
far advanced in years, may remember to
have feen the day of the Lord much more
ftrictly obierved, and the places of publie
worfhip, in general, much better attended,

than they are at prefent. But, though there
be juft caufe for humiliation before God,
that {fuch defe&ions from the truth and ho-

iinefs of the gofpel have obtained among
us, vet {furely there is reafon for praife and
rejoicing, that the gracious influences of the
Spirit are not wholly withdrawn, and; that
the glory of the Lord is not altogether de-
parted.—One thing, indeed, which hath
diminifned the number of attendants in par=
ticular places of worfhip, and which leads

us, perhaps improperly, to conclude, that
fewer flock to hearthe gofpel than formerly;

1s, that congregations have {o divided, and
multiplied beyond what was their number,
forty or fifty years ago: fo that the differ-

ence in the aggregate, moft probably, would
not be found {o confiderable, as at firft we

might be ready to imagine. And, with
reipedt to the fuccefs of the gofpel, though I
fear the prefent flate of religion will not

bear a comparifgn with days that are paft;
yet
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yet, ¢erfainly there are many perfons fe-
maining in our feveral churches, who both
love and live the gofpel ; who *¢ cleave unto
the Lord with full purpofe of heart;” and
whofe temper and conduét reflect an honour
on his name. Nor are we left without in=
ftances of converting grace and power in the
prefent day. ‘The Lord raifeth up infiru-
ments for his work, and, adored be his

goodnefs! he doth not fuffer them to labour
wholly in vain, or to fpend their ftrength
for nought, Many carelefs finners, in one
place and another, are ftill awakened by the
miniftry of the word. Many {erlous, hope-
ful youths are yet to be found in our dif-
ferent congregations. Some, from time to
time, are ¢‘ added to the Lord.” And thus
the churches of Chrift, “ walking in bis
“ fear, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghoft,
“ are edified and multiplied*."—Say, then,
whether we have not much to record of

divine goodnefs and mercy towards us, as
a people, notwithftanding all the afflic-

tions, with which the Lord hath chaftened
us fore? I flatter myfelf, that what hath

now been reprefented before you, carries
fufficient conviction along with it, and that

¥ Alls ix. 3.
I many
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many of your minds are {erioufly difpofed to
enquire, *° What fhall we render to the Lord
“ for all bis benefits towards us °—I draw,
then, to a conclufion, by dire@ing you,
in the 7/:rd place, to fome proper improve-
ment of the whole of the divine condu&
towards us.~~And,

(1.) Hath the Lord chafténed us fore?
Let us feek, and exercife, wur ﬂ;rrzfd e~
pentance for our sins, which have been
the procuring caufe of all eur affliGions.
This is the blefled, the impottint end, to
which all the Lord’s dealings with us have
been directed; to fhew us, as a people, the
evil of our ways, in our havimg fo grofsly
contemned his authority, neglected his or-
dinances, profaned his fabbaths, and vio-
lated the firongeft obligations of his good-
nefs ; to hummble us under a fehfe of his
righteous and holy difpleafure; to fill us
with Ingenuous grief and fhame on dccount
of our provocations; and to produce a re-
formation of temper and condu& 'among
us. . For this purpofe, like a wife and ten-
der Father, he hath vifited us both with his
judgments and his mercies. The difpenfa-
tions of his providence, one while, have

5 \ beem
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been frowning and painful; we have {uf-
fered the difcipline of his rod, and felt
the tokens of his difpleafure: again, his
countenance hath aflumed a {miling afpe(,
and he hath f{ought to draw us * awith
“ cords of @ man, with bands of lve*. —
And {hall we, natwithftanding this, perfift
in our difobedience and rehellion againft
him ? - Shall we harden our hearts againft
the terrors of his power ? Shall we think
of refifting the foft allurements of his grace?
Shall we manifeft a proud, incorrigible, re-
lentlefs {pirit under all his dealings with
us? Surely fuch conduét as this would

caufe his fury to break forth upon us until
it had confumed us. It would argue, not
only the greateft folly, but the vilef ma-
lignity of {pirit; nor could we reafonably
expect otherwife, than that our country
fhould become a defolation.—Let it, then,
be our earneft prayer and concern, that the
whole of the Lord’s condu& towards us, as
a people, may be fanctified and blefied, to the
producing of genuine, univerfal repentance;
that we may return unto bim ““ wjth all our
““ beart, and with weeping, and with fuppli=
*“ cationst:” for ¢ the facrifices of God are a
* Hof.xi. 4« 4 Joel il 12, Jer, xxxi. g,
) E 2 *“ broken
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¢ broken [pirit 3 a broken and a contrite heart
 be will not defpife™.” While we cultivate
the warmeft gratitude, and exprefs the
livelieft praife, for the various inftances of
his goodnefs and mercy towards us, let us.
be abafed in the duft before him, and abhor
ourfelves, for our paft provocations. Let

us juftify God, in all that hath come upon
us; and let our sIN, both as a people, and

asindividuals, be the conftant objeét of our
grief, lamentation, and abhorrence !

(2.) Have we to fay with David, * Zle
““ Lord bath chaftencd us fore, but he bath not
““ given us over unto death?” Let us adore

his patience and long-fuffering, that his ftrokes
have been {o few and light, in comparifon

with what we have deferved!  For, what
nation ever was chargeable with viler abo-
minations, than thofe which have abounded
among'us ! what people ever finned againft
more exalted privileges? or betrayed a {pi-
rit of bafer ingratitude, than we have?
How have we been diftinguithed in Provi-
dence, by moft wonderful and glorious fal-
vations wrought for us, under circumftances
the moft critical and alarming! How have
* P 17,

we



[ 37 ]
we been raifed above all the kingdoms of
the world, in refpeét of civil immunities
and comforts ! But, above all, how have
“we been loaded with benefits and obligations,
in that we have enjoyed {o richly the means
of grace, and been blefled with the light of
the everlafting gofpel ! Yet; 1f profaning
the name and day of the Lord ; if contempt
publicly fhewn to the ordinances of religious
worfhip; if unbounded pride and vain-
glory ; if conjugal infidelity and venal pro-
ftitution ; if debauchery and uncleannefs of
the worlft defcription, can load a people with
accumulated guiltin the fight of God; we
have long had reafon to confefs, that our
iniquities are grown up unto the heavens.
Had the Lord, therefore, * Jaid judyment to
¢ the line, and righteoufnefs to the plummet ;”
had he *“ dealf with us after our fins, and re-
warded us according to our iniquities ;” we had
fhared a fimilar defolation with thofe, whofe
“ place and nation” were deftroyed by the
invafion of their enemies. But, inftead of
- this, we have to fing of mercy in the midft
of judgment. As a father, God hath cor-
rected us “ in meafure,” and, with every
frowning difpenfation, we have ftill read
the tender compaffion of his heart. The

languagc
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language of his conduct hath been, * How
“ fball I give thee up, Epbraim? How fhall
“ I delrver thee, Ifracl 2 How fhall I make thee
“ as Admab? How frall I [of ihee as Ze-
““ boim @ mune beart 15 furned within me, my
repentings are kindled togetber. I will not
executs the fiercenefs of mine anger, I will
not reiurn to defiroy Epbraim ; for I am
God, and nct man, the Holy One in the
midft of thee, and I will not enter mto the
city™."—Hence, then, let our fouls be
filled with admiring and adoring thoughts of
divine patience and long-{uffering, that we
are ftiil a nation poflefied of fuch various and
1mportant privileges; that the forfeiture of
all our bleflings hath not been taken at our
hands ; and, that we have {o much to cele-
brate of the Lord's diftinguithing goodnefs
towards us! It is, indeed, matter of afto-
nifhment, and, as fuch, it ought to excite
otr holy wonder and praife, that we have
not, by our provocations, wearied out the
forbezrance of the Almighty, and caufed
him to {fweep us with the befom of deftruc-
tion. Let us, then, cultivate high thoughts
of his long-fuffering, and be earneft with

him by prayer, that his goodnefs may lead
us to repentance !

= Hof, x1, 8,9,
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(7.) Let
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(3.) Let each of us follow this day of
public thank{giving with dewvoting ourfelves
more aftrvely and cheerfully than ever to the
Jfervice and glory of God. In vain fhall we
have fet apart one particular feafon for
prayer and praife, if fuch an effet do not
fucceed. Our folemn aflembling, without
this, will be no better than a foleinn moc-
kery, than which nothing can be more
odious and abominable in the fight of God.
We have, each of us, had our thare in ac-
cumulating guilt upon the nation, which
hath caufed the Lord folong to contend with
us. We have, each of us, likewife,, an in-
tereft in thofe favours and privileges, which
we have now been recounting before the
Lord. Surely, therefore, it becomes and
behoves us, as individuals, to be concerned,
that our conduct towards the Lord corre- -
fpond with our charalter and obligations.
And in what manner can we {o properly ex-
prefs our fenfe of his goodnefs and mercy to-
wards us, as by devoting ourfelves unre-
fervedly to his praife. *° Whofo offereth praife,
“ glorifieth me, and to bim that ordereth bis
““ converfation aright, will I [hew the fofvation
** of God*.” Whatever, then, be the {phere

*PLL 2n
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of life, in which Providence hath placed us,

- let it he our ftudy and concern, refpeively,
" to ferve the caufe, and advance the honour,

of God therein. Let us “ Jove himwith all
““ our beart, and with all our Sfoul, and 'wzrb'
¢ all our frength*.”  Let all our powers
and talents be devoted to his praife. Letus
exert what influence we are poflefled of, to
di{countenance, and fupprefs ‘what 1s fin-
ful and dlfpleaﬁng in his ficht, Let us
cherith a fpirit of unfeigned piety in “our-

- felves; and make ‘it our delightful object to

promote the fame difpofition of mind among
others. Somay we hope, that we thall fill

be' that “ /.vzpp} peaple, . whofe Gad 15 . the
“ Lordt.”

ol

* Luk. x. 2; B Pf.-cagli*v. 15,
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