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: Psarm XXIX. 11.
Whe Lord will give Strength to bis People,

1

! the Lord will bkﬁ’ brs Pcoplc with Peace.

5 IS the Saying of the Wife-Man, That, As
i cold Waters to a thirfly Soul, [o is gocd News pjyy, 25,
] from # far Country. Such (my Brethren) 25.
| i1s the Refrefhing Tidings that we have
ately receiv’d ; which now fo lovingly invites our
&(ejoycings, and fo loudly calls for our Gratitude,
The Reftauration of a publick Feace to thefe King-
doms : The deep Senfe of the Want ot which Blef-
1ing, 1ts flew dpprosches in coming (when it hath {o
often feem’d to be within our View) and our Re-
prated Fears ot being even ar laff difappointed of eur
Hopes, have but the more inflaim’d our Deflres, and
made us even fick of Love towards it.
1 BUT, tho’ Hepe deferr’d, maketh the Heart ficky prov, 13
when the Defire cometh, it is & Tree of Life. Blefled 12.
be God ! What hath been long leok’d for, is come
at laft. Welcome, thrice wclcome, this happy
Stranger, to our Coafts! The black and difmal
Cloud of a Twenty Years War, is at laft happily
difpers’d ; and the blefled Sun-thine of a Joyful
Peace, beging to Imile wpon our Tabernacles:
iA BlefRug more defirable in it lelf, than the greatelt
Suecefles of a Comtinized War.
« FOR, indeed, War at the beft, 1s but g NecefJary
Evil : And the greatelt Piflories, obtain’d by the
thedding of much Blood, aie far from being sruly
Good or Glorious 1n themfelves ; only as they may
end to the obtaining of rhar, which muit be the
lpropofcd End of every szful War, viz. a Juit ?ind
y 2 Ow




The Bleffing of P EAC E,

Honourable Peace. And, when fuch an End could be
obtained, we find, all her freth Laurels, repeated
Vl&orlcq and Succcﬂbs, could not tcmpt a. Juft and
Merciful Prmccfs, to keep a Bloody and Bevouring
Sword unfheathedany longer. Which plainly fhows,
that her Royal Breaft 1s endued with a Genius %rp:-

rionr to other Conquerors; and (as the Proverb]

gocs) uncommmor to her own Nation, She knows whern
tis Enonsgh : And can be as 1eady to give Peace to 2
Reduc'd F “nemy, npon Fair and Honourable Terms,

as fhe hath been forward to give large Afliftances tof

injur’d Allies, till fuch Terms could be obtained. Ia
a Word, that fhe can conjuer her felf, as well as

her Enemies : , being willing, that farther Opportu.}

nities of taking feverer Revenge, and obtaining

greater Glories, (as fome would ’countit) fhould

be laid afide, aud exchanged for a fafe and advanta
gilous Peace for all her Subjcdts.

T H1S i1s the great Blefling that we are this Day
to commemorate:; that God hath been pleafed to

fulfil ro us, what he hath here promifed by th

f’ldl{l‘llﬂ' Fle wi/ll fH"UC ?frengzb &C
THIS Phalm (according to the literal Senfe of it}
contains an carncft Exhortation to the Praifing o

God for his iafinite Power and Goodnefs, for hig
ower 10 vat{ing, and for his Goodnefs and Mercy il

preferviag his Pecple from the great Danger of vio
lent Storms and Tempelts ; fuch as Thunder, Ligh
remny and Over-flowing ‘Waters W hich he hery
(like a Divine Poet) moft cligantly defcribes, b
thc Almighty’s utterina his Voice, dividing th
Flames of Fire, and m:tlnﬂr upon “the Floods o
‘“Mater. Thele are, as it were, the load and terry
ele Artilleries of HudTCﬂ but he that is King bot}
of Heaven aud Earth, prcﬁdes over all, and pre
ferves his People. From hence the Holy Pfalmi
vailzs s Contemplations higher, and refledts o
the wondertul Mercies of God, in delivering hi

sid hits Feople trem the grearer Bangcrs of Metaphs
i
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The Bleffing of PEACE,

rical Storms and Tempefts, viz. fn Tsme of War, and
in the Day of Battle- He notonly ftilleth the Ragmg
of the S¢a, and the Noife of his Waters, but alfo the
Tumults or Madgefs of the People: He will give
Stremgth to bis People, he will Blefs his People with
Pence.

I N which Words, wehave thePromife of a Two-
fold Blefling to God’s Church and People, 7. ¢. Vi-
étory and Peace : Both of which, the Almighty hath
beer pleafed, in a great Mecafure, to beftow upon us,
tho" fo unworthy of the Name of his People.

1. Vi®&ory: Ke will give Strengeh to ks People ;
i. e. Strength for the Battle, to tread down and con-
quer our Enemics, and make them that hate us, to
flec beforée us. And indeed, in this Refpeét God
hath done great things for us ; whereot we have re-
joyced, and made it the Subjeft ot our Difcvurfes
upon proper Occafions. But I fhall now confine my
felf to the Ravifhing Theme ot this Pay, Peace,
Blefled Peace! The Lord will blefs bis People, wirk
Peace.

In difcourfing upon which Words, I fhall fhew you,

Firft, That Pcace to a ngdom or Nation, Is a
very.great and exccllent Blefling. :

Secowd!y, That God 1s the {ole Author and Dounor

of this Blefling. .
. Thirdly, That the chief defigned Ob]c&s of it, ate
{uchk, as are his People.

Fu then, That Peace to « Kingdows or Niition, ss s
iwry great and excellent Blefing, Peaceindeed, 1nall
its Kinds, is a moft comfortable and invaluable
Blefling. Internal Peace, the Peace of Confcience,
s the greateft Reward of owr Holinefs here; and
ﬁl;itcr nal Peace in that Kingdom of Peace above, fhall

¢ the Sum and Perfectienof our Happinefs hercatter.
%Butlam to {peak of External, Natienal Peace; and
this | fay is a very great Blefling, yea, the greateft
pt Temporal Bleflings that a Kingdom or Natien
i‘dn cnjoy. ’Tis fuch a voluminous and pregnant
|
i
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The Blefing of PEACE. 1

Blefling, that it carries all other Bleffings in the
Womb of it, 2nd feems to be but another Name for
all that isgood. ‘Tis the Mother thatbreeds, and
the Nurfe that brings up all other Temporal Blef~ |
fings. It both gives uas Mercies, and {ettles and
{weetens the Enjoyment of them. For indeed, what |
are all other Bleflings in the World without this ?
What are Riches, or Pleafures, or Bonounrs, with- |
out Peace to fecure them ? Yea, Lifc it felf, me- |
thinks , fhould be but a {mall Comfort to thofe,
whofe Lives hang in donbt before them, and bave Fear
Day and Nicht, and bave ne Affurance of their Lives.
The continual Fear of belng depriv’d. ot Bleflings,
muft needs take ofl the Sweetnefs and Comfore of
them: And therefore God is piealed to promife
this Blefling, as one of the greatelt of Temporal Re-
wards, to the Obfervers of his Laws: If ys walk ix |
my Statutes, and keep my Comwiandments, and do them |
thew ye [hall dwell im your Land [afely, and [ will give
Peace in the Land, and vye (hall lie down, and nene [ball
make ye afraid. And the greatelt Blefling that God
promifeth to David, (a Man atter his own Heart)
concerning his Son Solewzox, (that was to be a Fed:-
diah, the Beloved ot the Lord) was, that he thould
enjoy a peaceable and quiet Reign over frael = Hi
Name (hall be Solomon {w hich tignifies peaceable) and
Iwill give Peace and Quietnefs unre Yrael, 12 bis Days
Well therefoie might he, that had found the Sweet
nefs and Comfort ot Peace, propofe this as an Argu
ment and Encouragement, to walk worthy of the
Lotd unto all well-pleafing, iceing, Whem a4 Adar’
Ways pleafe the Lord, be 10:.0 make eves bis Enemnieste
be at Peace wirh bim.  So excellent 1n it felf, {fo pro-
hifick ‘n its bappy Efieéts, is the Blefliag of Peace!
BU I', onthe contrary, War in it felf, feems to
be a Compendium of all thatis Evil, and as eppofit
to Good, as Light 1s to Darknefs.
'Tis threaten’d as the foreft of Judgments, and
aflign'd as a Punifhment proportionate to the grears
0l




The Bleffing of PE ACE. v 4

of Sins, viz. that of Idolatry, They chofe wew Gods, Fudges
thern was War sntheirGates, 5. 8.
BUT lct us defcend to Particulars, and lay before
you, fome of the {pecial Bleflings of Peace 5 and as
a Foyl to its Luftre, if it needed any) fhew the Mi-
feries and Calamities of War.
P E ACE feldom fails of bringing forth Plenty -
And theretore the Ancicnts did Emblem FPeace, by
a full Ear of Corn, and Coiicord by a “‘erwn-cepias,
an Horn full of Flenry  And indeed, when Peace is
within our Walls, then, moit commenly, we find
Pi-nrionfnefs within our Pal:ces. 1 hiswuas the happy
Effect of acontinued Peace 1 Solemor s Reign ; Silver 1 Kings
was as bleaty as the Stencs 1n the Strect.  Peace 10. 27.
gives Opportunity and Enccuragement to the In-
duftrious Husband maa to follow bis heneft 1,abnaurs
in the Field, to Manure and T'ill his I ands, and (by
the Blefling of God upou his Endcavours) is repaid
with a plentiful Harveft: The Vallies are {o 1ull of
Corn, that they laugh and fing. Then they bear rbeir
Swords swte Plow-Shares, and their Spears into Pruning-
Hioksy and convert the Inftrumentsof War, into
Implements of Husbandry : They fow theii Grounds,
plant and drefs their Vine-yards, and fir down every 4.,
Man ander his Vine, and meder bhis Fig-Tree, (fweetly 4.4, 5.
erjoying the Fruits of their Labours) when none (hak
make them a'raid.
BUT, where War rageth, there (like the Fgyp-
tan Catrerpillers) it dettioys all betore it: Then
the poor honeft Husband-man is forced to leave his
Yeam, and to turn his Plow-Share into a Sword
again: And fuch as are unfit for the War, and per-
haps almoft as incepahle ot the Laboars of the Field,
have Jictle Ability, and lefs Enconr ageiment, to Sew
or Plant, feeing, if they Sow much, they arc likely
to &ather but lieele y for the Afu.th of the Sword de-
vours atl betore iz : And, where a numerous Avrmy
come in their March, tho’ the Land be as 1he Garden - |
of Eden before them (abounding with all kind of ¥ 2- 3-
Plenty
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Plentv and Pleafure) yet behind tbem it becomes as :
a defolate Wildernefsy yea, and nothing (hall cfcape .
shem. No Safety in the Field, no Security in the ; .
Houfe, from rapacious, plundering Soldiers: Like |
. true Benjamites, they raven as « Wolf y in the Morn-
?’8”'42' ing they dewonr the Prey, and at INight they divide the
T Spoil. |
’ I N time of Peace, the rich Merchant mav voldly
fend forth his Ships to Sea, and expe& their fafe }
Return, laden with all manner of Store ; which fills
his Purfe, and furnifthes our bhoufes and Tables with
all the neceffary and delicate Produ&s of the rd-
moteft Parts of the World. He hath now nothing
to break his Sleep, or to irfure againft, but the
Dangers of the Seas: But in Times of War, the
greateft Danger is from our Fellow-Creature, and
perhaps, Fellow-Chriftian, who are more s7«#el than
| Sea-Monfters, and more mercilefs than the Waves;
- and then, moft commonly, more are deftroy’d by
| Fire than by Water, even in the midft of that Ele-
ment : Qr, at leaft, their own $Ships muft become
their Prifons, and inftead of making a rich Return,
their Ship and Goods becomce a rich Voyage to a con-
quering Enemy.

TRHUS, where War rageth in a Country, ’tis in
vain to claim Proprieties, or to call any thing our
ows by Sea or Land. TheSound of Drum and Cannon
drowns the Voice of diftributive Juftice 3 and the
longeft Sword derives the beft Right. Where
Arms are Umpire, there's no fuch thing as AMeum
and Tuam 5 but’tis the Language of thofe that carry
their Law by their Sides, 48 75 mine thas I can carch
ar congicer.

BUT alas! Poverty is, many times, one of the
leaff Evwils, and moft telereble Damages of War.
Skin for Skin, yci, and all that a Man hath, will he
give for his Life. What is Lofs of Goods, to the
I.ofs of Life or Limb? And what Butchery and
Blood-fhed, what Maiming and Mangling, what

| Cutting
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Cutting and Killing in time of War! What Cries
and Groans from wounded and dying Men in the
Field of Battle! Every Battle of ribe Waryvionr (ﬁl}’s
the Prophet) ss wuth mnﬁzfrd Noife, and Garimcnts
roRed irz Bloed. Confufed Moifes arc the Mufick of a
Battle, and bloody Garments the commmon Colours
of the Field. What fhalll call 1t ? An Aceldnra ?
A Field of Blood ? Or, rather the Vallcy of Topher 2
(which was fuch an Emblem of Hcll that it gave a
Name to it) where the Lives of {fo many poor
Wretches muft be facrificed to {onc curfed [dol or
Ambition, Avariceor Envy, fet up in the Heart of
fome wicked Prince, fome haughty or cruel Afinrod,
that huats for the Prey, or thirfts for the Blood of
other Nations. And here (it the joyful Occafion of
this Day would permit me) how wellmighel take
vp the Lamentation of the Provnhet ? OL ) that e
Head weve Waters, aind mine Eyes a Fonmtain of Teavs 160 001
toat I might weep Day and INight, for rhe 8l.iiu of il
Daughters of my People. Hew are onr Aighty falien !
and our yomng Afen the Strength and Flower of a
Nation) [lasn with the Sword! And they by whous we
might [oenk with the Envmy in the Gatesy deflrey’d i
the Field ! Fow hatk thesy Blood been [pilt like Watcer,
and all their Bones [carter’d, as ene cutreth and eleavet!
Wood upon the Earth! How many have been fore’d
iway from their Native Country, and from the Em-
yraces of their dear Friends and Relations, to meet
Deach, where (perhaps) they could not find a Graze,
ir, atleaft, have the Decency of a Chriffian Burial
h a ftrange Land! How many poor Wives, hath
his War made Widows ! How many Children, Fa-
herlefs ! Fathers, Childlefs! and Friends, Friend-

! ButI forbear: The happy Occafion of this

ay o hlls my Heart with Joy and Gladnels, that

ere 1sno Room for a contrary Paflion: Neither do

ention thele things, but to increafe rvar, by our

fle&ing wpon, how many fore Evils we arc now

ppily freed from.
: B BUT
» :

I[{a. 9. 3.
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BUT to proceed: In time of Peace, Religion |
(that ought to be dearer to us than our very Lives)
thrives and profpers: For then, good Kings and
Quecns (tho” they wanted no Good Will before)
have larger Opportunities of becoming Nuyfing Fae |
thers and Nurfing Mothers to the Charch ot God;
to encourage Piety and Religion, and to beat down §
Vice and Immorality. Then good and wholfome |
Laws are cnacted, and friétly put in Execution; |
and Righteoulnefs and Peace do mutually kifs and §
emmbrace each cther.  And therefore we find, that §
it was in the time of Solemon’s peaceable Reign, that §
God’s Temple was built; and that was done too, E
without thc Noife of Axes and Hammers upon it, §
to fignity, that Peace and Quietnefs are the great
Promoters of Picty and Religion.

BUY in time of War and Tumultrs, Profanenefs
and Immorality do {adly prevail, and cannot be fo
exfily curb’d and reftrain’d. The Reins of Govern-
ment muft then be a little flacken’d, and {ome il
Things muft of neceflity be conniv’d at, even by the
beft and wilelt ot Princes, which 1n tine of Peace
would be {everely punifh’d: For when the Sword is
{fo bufy Abroad, 1t cannot be fo well employ’d
azalnit the bold Sinner at Home. Then the Athelft,
Detft and Free-thinker, the Sociwian and .Arian, the
Papift and Enthufiaft, take their Opportunities of |
propagating their curfed Tenents. This they think |
1s the fitteft time to fith for Profelites, when they|
fee the Waters ave troubled : And then ’tis ufusl
for all the ather Enemtes of the Church, to combine
together againft her with ene Confent, promifing|
themfelves, that the Government will be fo wholly
concern’d tor the Security of the Stare, 1n this tims
of Danger, that they may find the Courch {o une
guarded, that they may now make an effeGtual Ate
tack, both vpon her Rolirines and Conftitutions
Yhen the bold Sinner breaks in upon the Laws, anc

commits his Villanies, 1n hopes of Impunity ; or, ;
the!

{
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'1 the worft, to come off with rhkar, which he takes to
: . he a very ﬂlght Punifament. Then the foolifh Pro-
dlgal fpends his Eftate in riotous Living, and
drecamas of ralling his Fortunes again by fome rich
Prize or plentlful Booty from the Encmy: Then
the lazy 1rades-man, the Drunkard and Spend-
Thrift. care not how much they run in Debt, when
they know hew eafily they can quit the Score : Then
the flothful and wicked Servant lcaves his Mafler
and Employment, when he finds an eafier fo near at
Haud, the bloody Trade of Killing of Men. Thele
things we have been forc’d to fee at Homey but, if
we had been to follow thefe Men to their Camps
and Fleets (thofe Nurferies of Vice, and Cages of
unclean Birds) how fadly might we have feen thofce
Sceds of Wickednefs, cultivated and improved
amongit them ! How would it make the Heart of a
good Man to bleed, to fee and hear how much Ged
ts difhonoured, and his Holy Rcligion prophaned !
What Curfing and Swearing, what Drunkennels and
Debauchery, what Whoredoms and Filthinefs, are
committed by thofe Sons ot Afars, thofe daring and
‘uncoritrollable Sinners ! Tboﬁ Er’ﬂﬂ.r of rhe ]"m Ze‘ ( as. pl €S,
the Plalmift calls tbem) that dr!:gbt in W ar . ’ Ged 2L
ffOIbld indeed, that we fhould be thought to reflet ’
‘upon an whole Order of Men, to whom we have been
(in {o great a Meafure) beheolden for this Day’s So-
lemnity. Such a general Imputation would be highly
uncharitable at any time, butzomw cipectilly, wonld
aarry a great Mixture of Zngraritade with it, No
idoubr, butr that there have been very gonod, and
traly brave Men amongft them : $omec that have
beea as eminent for other Virtues, as tor their Cou-
rage and Cendudr : And fuch, [ am {ure, arc 1eady
tough to joln with us in ‘this Complainr. [or
tdare fay) the Righteous Souls of fome good Nien
imongft them, have been more vexed with the
dthy Conves fatlon of thofc wicked Men, than with
dl the Danger, Trouble and Fatizue, which that
B 2 Foni-
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 Employment might have otherwife neceflarily ex-

.ace Dr.
Good-
Vlans De-
Crious and
"Comypal-
| ﬁ mare
. Lﬂ(]tlll"'a',
P2 &

pos'd them'ta. Butalas! fuch is the Depravity of
our Natures, that (in fpight of a few good Men)
thefe Vices will be the natural Effeéts of a lazy Life,
a loofc Rein, and lewd Examiles from others. Aand
theretorc, War may be juftly reckon’d as one of the
great Caufes of fo much Decay of Chriftian Piety
and Religlon among us. -

YE A, War amongft Chriftians, doth not only
hinder the Pradtice of Religion amongft our felves,
but (it were as caly 1o demronftrate that) it alfo ob-
ltruéts the Propagation of it Abroad In foreign
Countries. It brings a Bifgrace upon the peaccablc
Profeffion cf ovr Meek and Holy Jefus, and is a
ftumbling Block to the ¥ews, and hinders the com-
me a0 of Fulnefs of the Gentiles. (But I cannet
enlarge).

THWIS you fee that War (generally fpeaking)
is no Friend to Religion : Andyet, God torbid that
we fhould deny the Lawfulnefs of a1l War (cipecially
Defenfive ones) cven under the Oecconomy of the
Gofpel of Pecaee. No, as Ifaid already, tho’1it beinit
{clt a ¢rear Ewil, yet it may become a very neceffary
ong, to prevent a greater. Defperate Difeafes mult
fomerimes have defperate Cures But Oh! hew hap-
Py is that poor Paticnt, that is at once freed trom
the Danger of the Diftemper, and alfofrom the
trouble ot a long and tedious Courfe of naufeous and
vriping Phyfick? And this I take to be the happy
Cafc ot our Boedy Pelisick : And we are this Day to
veturn our Publick Thank{giving for our Recovery.

T WS 1 have laid before you, fome of the
arcat Blefliags of Peace ; and, on the contrary, the
diveful Effedts of War.

I aladly confefs indeed, that we in thefe King:
doms, have bzen far from feeling or {eeing </ thole
difinal £fieéts ot it.  We have in fome Meafure en-
1oy the Denefits of Peace all the time of the War:

Eipcclally, the Heavens have {miled upon us, an(ll
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God hath blefled uas with fruitful Harvelts and fala-
1 brious Seafons; fo far atleaft, thata pining Famine
i and the noifome Peftilence (the ufual Concomitants
; ' of War) have been far from oar Dwellings, praifed .
«: be God for the{ame. But we canoot but 4»ow (tho’
: we are loath to remember) what a vaft deal of
! Blood and Yreafure hath been fpilt and fpent in this
tedlous, cruel, and expcnf ve War: What Com-
" plainings have we heard in our Streets for the De-
cay of Trade | and how feverely have foine aumongft
- us felt the Effe&s of it, and Poverty, like an armed
“Man, hath overtaken them! What Apprchenfions
did we, once efpecially, labour under, that our
'Enemies Abroad (by the traiterous Afliftance of
‘merfc Enemies at Fome) might have prevail'd in
-their Defigns of tranflating the War into our own
‘Borders, and with it, the Miferies and Calamities
ot Inteftine Broils! ('1'he’, thanks be to the Diviae
Providence, he that fitteth in the Heavens hath
Javghed them te icorn, and, we hope, will ftill
have them in Derifion). And what Burdens it muft
'for fome time lay wpon our Eftates, we cannot but
“be fenfible of, tho’ weare refolved cheerfully to un-
dergo it : Efpecmlly, fince we begin to feel already,
howdmuch our Shoulders are eas’d of their wonted
Loa
~ IN a Word, the Evils that we have fe/r and fear’d,

-have been very great: Bat tho’, perhap:,., they have
“not been comparable to what our Enemics have groan-

‘edunder, who have heen forced to fee the fatal Tra-
gedies of War acted wpon taeir own Stage; yet, if
Elt was but tor the:r Sakes, we ought to be glad that
-thofe Calamities are over-paft. \We ought indeed
to rejoicc for our owx Mercies, but net meerly for

zeir Miferies. *Tis what the gr eat Law of Chriftian
Ltm ity is fo far from alewing, that it izjoyns the con-
trary : And 1 queftion not, “but that i the midf of
wur Rejoycings for the S]aushter of our Enemics,

am'my a good and tender hearted Chriftians have been
, 1cady
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ready to mingle fome filent Tears with their Blood ;
and privately fighed out that of the Prophet for the
Philiftines, O ! thor Sword ef the Lord, how lonc w.& it
be ere thou be quiec ! Put up thy [elf into the Scabbard,
reft and be #:4. This you fee the Prophet does, un-
der +hat Difpenfation; and ’tis no more than what
(we find in Hiftory) many good-nateor’d Aesrhens
have allo done: And 1am fure, we have a greater
Example and plainer Preeepts for it, in the Life and
Dodtrine of the Compaflionate Jefus in the Gofpel.
And, as 1t i1s a Temper that well-becometh u-, as
we are Chriftians; fo, whatever fome Men may
think, ’tis no way iInconfiftent with the trucf Va-
lour, unlefs they could teach us to diftiuguith be-
twecen Manhood and Humamty. How well then,
doth it become us (for their Sakes as well as for eur
own) to rejoyce this Day, that a Stop 1s put to the
Effafion of {o much Chriftian Blood, and the Sword
forbidden to devourany more? And how thank-
ful ought we to be, to the Divine Author of thole
Bleflings ? Which leads me to the Second Particu-
lar : (Of which, and alio of the third, very briefly.)
IT is the Lovd that bleffeth bis People with Peace.
The Power of making Peace and War, is originally
the fole Prerogative of bim, thatis Fing of Kine,
and the only Ruler of Princes. Tho' his Vice-gerent
over us, and (under her) her wife €ouncil and vi-
Corious Arms, have been the happy Iaftruments,
vet God, and God alone, muft have the chicteft
Glory of ordaining this Peace for us. It Is he t/u

burnetb the Chariot in the Fire. _And when be giveth’
Qnsetnefs, who then can make Tronble?  Can the Ma-
chaviilian Policy, or moft artful Contrivances of
wicked Men, caufe War and Tumults, when the
Goodnefs and Wildom of God fay, There fhall be
Peace and Quietnefs to fuch a Kiagdom or Nation!

No furely; we have this Day au happy Inftance EJ
the

——
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the contrary. Theress no Wifdom, nor Underfanding, Prov. 21.
" gor Counfel, againft the Lord. He ruleth inthe Conn- 30
¢ fels of Princes 3 and tho’ there be many Devices im the

" Hearts of Men, yer the Counfel of she Lord that fhall

. ftand. Or, if they dofoolifhly defign 1t, their Power

' can never effeét it, without his l.eave and Permif-

' fion.  JA® can eafily dsfappoint the Devsces of the Crafty, Tob. s.

fo that their Flanas cawmor perform their Enterprize. 12,
And as God hath the Head and Eards of Men in his
- Hand, fo the Hearts and Wills of all Men too, are at
- his Difpofal 5 and he tnrneth sbe Heares of Kiwgs (as
well as other Men) ac the Rivers of Waters. He hath
turned the Heart of a Prince (who hath been fo long
an Enemy to Peacc) at laft to hearken to the Cries
- and Gioans of Nis People, and to fue for one; and
he hath inclined the BHeart of a wife and merciful
Princefs to grant it, upon Jult ard Hcnourable
Terms. This isthe Lord’s doing, and it is marvellons
é7 onr Eyes.  And as 1t 1s he that gswerh us our Peace,
fo tishe that muft preferve this Peace to us.

F OR if the Almighty fhould not f#/# put a Check
‘to the unruly Paflions, and boundlefs Ambition of
wicked Princes, Plow-fhares would quickly be
‘turned into Swords, and Pruning-hooks into Spears
again. But we doubt not, but that as the Wrath of
"Man hath tarned to his Praife, {0, The Remainder of
Wrath be will fill veftrain,

- LE I us proceed to the laft thing, »iz. The [pe-
cial Objelts of this Blefling : AHe wili blefs bis People
with Peace. And furely, fecing Peace 1s ene of the
greateft of Temporal Blefliugs, Gedlinefs, (which
hath the Promife of this Lifc as well as of the Life
that is to come) will entitleustoit, as far forth as
the Divine Wifdom fhall {ee it good and comvenient
for us, and conducive to the promoting of our Eter-
nal Peace in the World to come. Not indeed but
that wicked Mecn do enjoy this in common with
good Men ; or, at the leaft, they may come in for

QSbare 1n thofe Bleflings which God befltows upon a
£ King-

- & 'I:" '\_--h."""lfl""u-m
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Kingdom or Nation, for the fake of {fome good Mey
that-arein it. But alas! Thefe Bleflings do changg
their Nature ; as they fail upon Wicked Men, they
ceafc to be real Bleflings : They de but fatten them
for the Slaughter ; and that which fhould be for
their Good, becomes to them an Oceafion of falling,
They abufe the Goodnefs and Mercy of God to-
wards them, fight againft him with his own Wea.
pons; and all that Eafe and Reft, Plenty and Plea-
fure, whichl Peace brings along with it, are bafely
employ’d in the Service of Sin, and in waging War
againft the bleffed Auther of it. But as to good
Men, Temporal Bleflings are Real Bleffings to them;
they have them with the Love and Favour of God;
they tafte of his Goodnefs in them, employ them to
his Glory, and improve them to their own Spiritual
Advantage. Their Temyporal Peace is to them a
Type and Pledge of a Cceleftial one, and of that
Reft that remaineih for the Children of God ; and
in the mean time, gives them Encouragement,
Means and Opportunities, of preparing tor it, and
making themfelves, in fome meafure, happy before-
h?nd, in thc pleafant Profpe&t and Contemplation
of it.

THUS I have {fpoken to the feveral Propo-
fitions coatained in thefe Words, e w:ill blefs b
People with Peace, What remalneth, 1s to draw
fome Infercnces from what hath been faid, and thee
to recommend you to the Grace of God.

1/, Then: It Pcace be fuch a great Blefling, how
provokine have our Sins been, that have caufed God
to with-hold this Bleffing {o long from us! Our owan
Sins have been the Troublers of our /frael, that have
kept back this Good from us all this while. T here
may be, indced, many Caufes or Occafions of Wars
and Tumnlts in a Kingdom or Nation, but the
chief Reafon is, becaufe God himfelf hath a Contro-
ver{y with them. Becanfe they have walked contrary

to him, God alfo walketh comtrary to themy and bringeth
.4




« Sword npon them, that [ball avenge the Quarrel of his
Covenant. Tho’ the War may be ever {o unjuf# in
refpe® of Men’s Intearions; yet ’tis always righbteons
in refpeét of God’s Permiffien. He maketh ufe of
wicked Men as the Exccutioners of his Wrath; and,
like an incenfed Father, fometimes imploys a Slave
to corre& a Ch:d, that hath highly provoked
: him.
. T HE Wieked (fays the Plalmiftd are but a Sword (il 1.
. in God’s Hand: And how prowoking wiay we think 13,
~ have the Offences of a Child been, when we fce the
- Rod of his Farher’s Difpleafure {o long upen him!
- Qur Heavenly Father hath been now plcafed to re-
- move this Judgment from us: But can we comfortae
~ bly hope, that our Repcutance for the Evil of orr
Sizs againft him, hath prevailed upon God, to re-
pent him of the Evil of Punifbment againftus? And
that our Peace with our Encmics, is the blefled Ef-
fe& oi God’s being reconciled nntous? Then we
have reaforn to rejoyce indeed : Then, we may be
fure, ’twill be a real Blefling, and continued as fuch,
to us and our Pofterity. Burt if we bave not, or do
NOC comrsviize LO TCPENT, and zo bring Jorth Fruits weet
for Repensance, we may juftly fcar that the Almighty
hath fome heavier Judgments, { Judgmeuts indeed
worthy of God) ftill in ftorc for us. For, when
Judgments are remocv’d, and Men’s Lives not re-
forin‘d, they are not remov'd in Mercy, but in 4»-
ger - They do but leave room tor fome Jorer Punifl-
ment. let us therefore take the Advice of our Blel-
fcd Saviour, Go, ﬂﬂdﬁﬂ ne more, or elfc we have too
Jjult a reafon to fear, that & worfe thing will happen
i1IL0 MS,
lF¥ we have not heard the Ro4, and him that
hath appoiuted it, we can expeét no other but to be
beaten with Scorpions: That his Hand will be
ftretched out £ill, and he will punifh us feveu tiines
more for our Siis.

A
-
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2dly, SEEING God is the Author of this Blef.
fing to him, and him alone, let us return our pro-
found Thanks and Praifes for what we now enjoy;
and apyly our felves, by our hearty Prayers, for
the Continuvance of the fame, for the time to come.

G OD is jealous ot his Honour, and his Glory
will he not give to another : And therefore, when
he hath done fuch great Things for us, whereof we
have fuch Reafn to rejoyce, he juftly expeéts the
Tiibute of our heurtieft Thankigivings and Praifes
for the fame. God indeed expefts, that we fhould
take Notice of 4/ his Dealings with nsy; and behave
our {elves accordingly s And as, when he {miteth
us, we ought to be grieved for the Tokens of his
Difpleafure , {o, when he is pleated to fmile upon
us, we.ought to rejoyce, for the Manifeftations of
his Love. And furely, ’tis hard to diftinguifh,
w hich argues the greateft Obftinacy and Sullennefs
of Temperina Child, to difregard the Frowns, or to
neglcé’c the Favonrs of a Father.

L ET me therefore call upon you in the Words
of the Plalmift, Praife the Lord, O Jerufalem : Praife
thy Ged, O ZLion. For be hatb [frengthened the Bars of
thy Gates: He hatio bleffed thy Childrer witkin thee.
He maketh Peace in thy Bordersy and fileth thee with
the fueft of the Wicar. God hath rejesced over us to
dous Good ;3 Oh'! let us rejoyee in the Lord for his
Mercy and Goednefs, and again, 1 fay, rejoyce.
1his 1s the way to engage God to contimue and rne
creafe his Bleflings npon us, when he feeth us {o fen-
fiblc of his Goodnefs, and fo thankful for Mercies 4/-
reacy receivd.

T IS the Obfervation of one, that moft of thofe
Pfalms wherein the Holy Pfalmift implores help
irom God againft his Enemies, are clofed with
Thankiziving and Praife for former Deliverances.
[.et us ufe the fame Holy Policy (as I may call it)
in our Dealing with the Almighty: Seeing God

coth all things for his own Glory, let us fhew hcziw
ready
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ready we will be to comply with his glorious De-
fign and; by ‘the quick Return of our heartieft
Thanks for Mercies already receiv’d, giveinan Af-
{farance, how careful we will be to render him the
Glory of his future Mercies, when the fame Good-
nefs fhall be pleafed to beftow thein upon us. O:her-
ways, how can we expect to fpeed in our calling
upon him in the Day of Trouble, for the time to
come, when he hath already delivered us, 2nd we
have not Glorified him? Let our Souls therefore
magaify the Lord, and let us praifc him with the
beft Member that we have. Vea, and let our Hunds
alfo give Teftimony to our Gratitude. Seesng onr Plal. 16,
Goodnefs cannot extend immedistely to him, let us 2- 3.
exprefs our Thankfulnefs by our Kindnefs, s7d Be-
nefaltion to the Swintsy to the Excellent that are on the
Earth. This s 4 Day of Refoycing before the Lord. Nechem,
Let us eat the Fat, and drink the Sweet, and fend Por- S. 10
tions to them, for whor: nothing is prepared. l.ct che Tletter
Fatherlefs rcjoice with us, and let us caufe the Hearg 90 ==
of the Widw to fing for Joy. Let the Poor begin to
feel that thercis a Peace, as well as thole that have
born the Burden of the War., Ina Word, lct our
Zeal tor God’s Glory, and our Charity to our
Brethren, be hotter than our Ben-firrs: Let the fin-
cere Praifes of our Soul-, afcead hipher than our
loudeft Acclamations : Lct us not drink away ong
Healths by wanton Excefles, nor offer an abomiuable
Swine upon our Altar of Praife; but let us reccive
the Cup of Salvation, and call uporn :he Name cof 1he
Lord. - -

NEXT to the Divine Majefty himficli, he is
pleafed to allow ws, yea, and to command us too,
to cxprefs our Gratitude to all thofe whom he i1s
pleafed to make the happy Inftruments ot conveying
thofe Bleflings to us : Efpecially te {fuch Publick Be-
nefaltors, whom he is pleafed to plice next to him-
felt in Authority, and in the Power of doing Good

to the World.
SEEING
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SEEING then, we may (‘without the leaft Suf-

Ats 24 pition of Flattery) truly fay, Thas we enjoy grear

3, Quictne/s, and sthat fuch worthy Decds are done to this
Nation by her Majefty’s Providence, let us accepe it al-
ways, avdin allplases, with all Thankfulnefs. And let
us fhew our Gratitude by our reverential Love to
her facred Perfon, and Zeal for her wife and anfpi-
cious Governmeant ; by our intire Confidence in her
Wifdom aud Goodnefs, Care and Conduct over us;
and cfpecially by our hcarty Prayers for her, that
the chief Bleflings of this Peace which fhe hath pro-
cured tor us, may fall on her owsz Head here, and
everlafting Peace in that Kingdom which cannot be
fhaken “w« ever hereafter.

BU I to proceed : And as we ought to render
the Divine Goodnefs, our heartic{t Praifes for the
Mercies which we do erjoy; {olet us not fail to con-
tinuc our earneft Prayers for the Continuance of
them. Pray, Oh! Pray, tor the Peace of our Ferx-
falen: 5 they fhall profper that love her.

HERE is a way, by which the meaneft and
weakeft of us, may become Friends, Yea, and Pa-
triots to our Country. Tho’ perhaps we cannot
fight for it, we can wreftle with God in Prayer for
ir : Ard tho’ we canmot advife about its Safety,
yet we can engage the Wifdom of the Almighty for
our Prote&ion and Welfare; without which, all hu-
man Endeavours would prove ineffe©tual. Thele
Spiriual Weapons of our Warfare, will become mighs
ty thro’ God. Elijab was a Man that was earneft
and fcrvent in Prayer, and therefore might well be
fliled the Chariat of Irvacl ard the Hrfementhereof ¢ Pi-

= Kings ous David had often found the effet of his Pray-
2. 1L ers 11 this refpetf’c : When 7 cry unto tpee (ﬁ!y: h:) then
Pial. 5¢. fhail paine Enemissbe tnrued baek » this I know for God

9 is wawme.  This, 1 [ay is the way to engage the Al-
mighty onour fine : And i Gad befor us, who can
o agitndd as and preval ? |

LAST.
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L ASLY, Sceing the chief defigned Objelts of

i this Bleffing are fuch as are God’ People, we may
! eafily learn what is the rcady way to fecure the con-
tinuance of it, tous and our Pofterity; Let us con-
tinue to be bis People, and the Sheep or his Pafture,
and God will fill continve to be a f.ithinl Shepherd
over us. The Lord God will be a Sun and Shield,
. will give Grace and Glory, and no good thing will
' be with-held from us, if we walk uprightly. More
efpecially, my Brethren, if we would have God to
. continue this Blefling to us, let us carefully Anfwer
. the wife Ends, and blefled Defgns of the Almighrty,
' in fending 1t down upon us. Hath our God won-
- derfully appeared tor us, in the defence of our
Church, and in the fecaring our Holy Religion 1n a
‘l Proteftant Succeffion to the Crown ? Let this excite
- our Zeal, and inflame our Love towaids it. Con-
‘tend we now earaneftly for this Faith, which was
-once delivered to the Saints of old, and now
(thanks beto God) in our peaceable Pofleflion and
quiet Enjoyment. And let us by our Holy and Ex-
-emplary Lives, adorn this DoZtrine of our Lord and
-Saviour in all things, which he hath at all times, fo
‘miracvlonfly preferv'd for us. And oh! that this
‘might be the happy Effe& of our Peace,that we be- ¢ ... -
ing delivered frews the Hands of owr Ememw; (s well ..."_1_ “.?:,"
Temporal as Spiritnal ) may [erve him withent feary in *
Holinefs apd ngbteouﬁzej} before him all the Days

of onr Life.

~ CAN we now fit down under our own Vine, and

under our own Fig-Tree, and call them {feeurely
ourown ? Let us be contented with what the good
Providence of Heaven hath allotted and fecured to

us. L.et us by 2o means invade onc another’ Right,

or endeavour, by injarious and vexatious Law-Suits,

to obtain as nnjnﬁ: a Decifion over a poor Brother,

as perhaps the Sword of War (where ’tis fole Um-

Pire) ufes tomake. And Oh! thatno private War

might arife in our Hearts 3 but that all our Home-

Qiarrels,

T R Y T T i Jrpap m-l-.l‘-'mwm
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Quarrels, whether about Civil or Sacred Matters,
might be now laid afide, and amicably huth’d up in
this publick Peace. -

A N D indeed (to conclude) the beft way to fe-
cure this Peace with our Enemies Ab:0ad, 1s 10 la-
bour to maintain the ftriteft U urv, Pcace, and
Concord, amongft our {elves at Home=. This feems
to be one great Reafon, why the Almighty hath fo
long detained this Blefling , becaufe we have been
{o loath to be at Peace with one another.  Manaffceh
hath been asa:#f Ephraim, «zd Epraim againft Ma-
nafleth, and they togetber againft Judah, (rho? all for
the main Profeflors of the fame Religion) for #4 this,
bis Anger bath not been turned away, but bis Hand b:th
been ftretched ont (hill.  God is now pleaied to try,
what fairer Means will do; and whether we will be
drawn by the Cords of his Love towards us, to the
great Puties of Love and Uaity amoeng our fclves,
This, this 1 fay again, i1s the oulyway teficirer! is
2 Cor. great Blefling to us, Letus labour ro beoy .. “1:nd,
£3- V1 and liwe in Pcacey, and rbe God of Love ord Vewvce 1

be with ns : Aud his Prefence will be cur greatctt
Comfort, and our fureflt Defence. Yca (befides rhis
fpecial Blefling of Heaven upon us) this mult neceds
be the only cflcctnal way to {ecnre the Peace, or at
Jeaft not to fear the Exmiry of any Forejun Adver-
fary in the World. For could they bnt find ounr Fe-
yafalers {fo at Uity within i1t {elf, that they could by
no nmeans divide us; what Eucouragement could
they have to attempt any thing again(t us, when
the ouly fatal Engine by which they have at any
time prevail’a againit us, would be fo [ure to fail
them. ,
YBHWUS, if we fland faft in one Spirit, with ont
Mind, ftriving togcther for the Faith of the Gofpel, Wt
l"hl}lp. !‘Heed notr to be in ﬂcfbf??j' [C?‘T‘f_"}',d b_v onr Aa’!’b’f?’)p!ﬂf.‘-
2y 25, Yea, our Yerufalems wouid rather become terrible 10
\Cgm.é.qﬂthcm as an Army with Banncrs,

Ifa.0.21.
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“THESE indeed are Duties that were never siore
- peceffary acd feafenable ; and yet, alas! never feem’d
' to be lefs fludied and praélifed among us, thanat pre-
fent. And therefore our wife and religious Princefs
- hath fo earncitly recommended them from the
Throne, to both her Houfes of Parliament ; and in
~them, to all of us, in our Inferiour Statiens:
¢ Now we are entring upon Peace Abroad, let me
¢ conjure yeu all ([feys ber Majefly ) to ufe your ut-
¢ moft Endeavours for calming Men’s Minds at
¢ Home, that the Arts of Pecace may be cultivated.
¢ ].ct not groundlels Jealaufies, coutriv’d by a Fa-
¢“ ¢&ion, and fomented by Party-Rage, effe& thart,
‘“ which our Foreign Enemies could net ”. And
furcly, whatever fome Men may think, or would
-per{wadce us to the contrary, this would be the beft
wav of fhewing our {clves Good Chriftians, loyal
Subjcéts, aud wiie Men. Fsr (fays the Apoftie)
he that in thele things f[erweth Chrift, is acceptable to
God, and approved of AMen. Ler sss thevefore follow
after the things, which make for Peare;, and things,
wherewith one wnay edify amother. And to our carneft
Endeavours 1n our feveral Places and Stations, let
us joya our conftant and tervent Prayers.

 LET us conclude with that excellent Praycr,
‘which we have been ufing during the War, and
t1ll feems too feafonable for us;

44

Heavenly Father, the God of Peace
““ and Love; difpule the Hearts of
“ ail Orders and Conditions of Men amongft
“ us, to Chriftian Charity, Humility, and
“ Forbearance of one another, in the Spirit

“ of Meeknefs: That no Sedition may

*“ difturb this State, nor Schifms diftra& this
- ‘¢ Church:

See her
Majefty's
Gracious
Speech,
A pt‘il Q.
171 3.

Rom. 14,
18, 1.
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¢ Church : But as we are Members of the
“ fame Body, and Profeflors of the fame
¢« Faith and Hope; {fo we may, with one
¢« Heart, and one Mouth, 'glori%f thee, thro'
‘“ our only Mediator Jefus Chrift.

To wbom, with the Fathker, and the Holy
Ghoft, Three Perfons, and one God, be aferibed
all Honour  Power, Might, Majefly, and D,
minion, benceforth and for ever more. Amen,

F I N TIOJ.




