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Veneris 17. die Aprilis 1696

. Ordered, o |
HAT the Thanks of this Houfe be gi-

ven to Mr. Barton for the Sermon preach’d
before them yefterday at St Margaret’s Wefte
minfter, and that he be defired to print the fame ;
and that M. Conyers do acquaint him therewith.

Paul Jodrell, Cl. Dom. Com.

~

SERMON

Preach’d before the Honourable

Boule of Conmions,
AT
St. MarGARET'S WESTMINSTER,

Upon the 16* of April, 1696.
BEING

A Day of Tuanksc1vinc unto Almighty
God,, for Difcovering and Difappointing an Horrid
and Barbarous Confpiracy of Papifts and other Trai-

- terous Perfons to Affaffinate and Murder his Moft
Gracious Majefty’s Royal Perfon ; and for Delivering
this Kingdom from an Irivafion intended by the French

By SAMVEL BARTON, B.D.
Chaplain to the Houfe.
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PSALM LXXV. 1
Unto thee, O God , do we give thanks ;:
: unto thee do we give thanks : For that
* thy name is near thy wondrous works

declare. |

F we reflet on the Wicked'
and Traiterons Defigns of -
our Enemies, and think how
& near they lately were to put
Jlz 4 ‘em in execution, and what

SR the Conlequences of that-
7= NN muft have been ; we cannot
but fee caufe to acknowledge God’s Goodnefs,

( to adore his Wonderful and Gracious Providence,
A3 and :




before the Houle of Commons. 3

to him,; who in fo vifible and remarkable a

A ‘Ibzmkggifving-S ormon Preacb’d

2

»l and to think our felves exceeding happy, in chat : manner has appeared from time to time, moft
;‘f we arc now here peaceably met together, to opportunely tothelp and deliver us. 1 fuppofe
’l _render our devout Praifes and Thank(givings therefore the Words which 1 have cholen as
_unto him, and not driven from home, or fcat- v the Subjeé of my Difcourfe at this time, wijl .
' he Fears and Terrors be allow'd to be proper and pertinent enough

ter’d up and down under t

}

\

|

| of Foreign Armies ravagiog amongft us, ot of to the Occafion.

a more Unnarural Brood of Vipers amongft our They are part of a Pfalm which, as -{ome
felves, that were to have join’d with em for the conjeture , Was campos’d by dfaph the Seer
( mention’d 2 Chron. 29, 30.) 233 Thank(gi- -

| Ruin of their own Religion (s they call it ),

| and of their Countrey.  From thefe woful Ca- ving for the great Deliverance that God wrought

i lamities that were haftily coming upon us, 2 for Hezekiab, and the People of the Jews, from

| muft, in all human appearance , before this Senacherib the King of Affyria.. And if this were -

’ time ‘have overtaken us, Not our own Policy (o, then we mdy underttand the .4l tafchith thatis .

| .and Foreflight, not any Wifdom or good Con- in the Title, to be not merely, as fome would /

| Juét that we can boaft of, but the mere over- have it, 2 Note to dire@ how the Plalm was

E ~tuling Hand of Divine Pl’OVidEhCC, the Wifdom gofbe Fung’ but tokbe.p(]t as an A“uﬁon ta what .

| and Gooduefs of that God who fees through all the Prophet Ifaish had foretold goncerning Se--
the dark Plots and Confpiracies of his own and nacherib, viz, Thatforall his proud Boafting and
his Church’s Enemies , have mercifully deli- his Confidence, be [hould not come into Ferufalem 162, 37-

nor fhoot an_arraw_theres For {o the Word 4l-33:

ver’d us.

L

]

|

} This, as well as ma tafchith fignifies ; Let bim not deftroy ; or, He [hail
]

|

ny formet Deliverances
not deftroy. Which Senfe of ic need not be re-

f (ach a nature, that it

that we have had, is 0
plainly fpeaks him to be the Author of it. And jected, theugh we fhould fuppofe this Plalm to
| it fhould therefore engage us to the moft chear- have been made. (as.others think ic was) long -
| {ul and hearty Thankigivings , to reiterated before the days of Hezekiah, iz as an Hymn -
| A@s of Praife and graceful Acknowledgment, of Thankgiving: for David’s happy Settlement -
and fhould teach us 1o alcrive <he Glory of all o 7 upom,
to .

N




B 4 A T hanksgiving-Sermon Preac before the Houle of Commons. 5
upon the Throne, afier the many Troubles and of Jerufalem had in all probability been (poil’d
Difficulties which he met with in his way toit. and laid wafte, ‘the Holy Temple of God, viola-
For chen it may refer to Saul, and the Fruftration ted and prophan'd, great numbers of peopleflain
-of all his Attempts t0 take away David’s Life. with the Sword, and the reft carried into a wo-
But however it -were, we may obferve in the ful Captivity. Neither had they any fufficient
Words thefe Two Things; viz. = 7 Screngch of their own to defend or preferve

1. A Devout, Emphatical, and Repeated themfelves from thefe threatning Evils, but the
“Thaokfgiving ; Unto thee , 0 God, do we give work was done for ‘em by an-Angel, who went
Thanks 3 unto thee do We give T hanks ; where the out -with God’s Commiffion and flew in one
Reduplication of the Expreflion intimates t0 Night a Hundred and fourfcore and five thoufand
us, Vhat the Pfalmift thought chere was abundant of the Egemy. Sothat this wasa thing wholly
‘Caufe to give Thanks to God; yes, that the extraordinary. : '
Thaokswere peculiarly duct0 him, 2 mannet But if the Occafion of this P/alm were David's
far tranfcending all thac could be due toInftru- happy Settlement upon the Throne, after many
ments or fubordinate Caufes. years patient waiting, many dangers and hard-

». A Reafon added, why they oughe to be {hips undergone;Then have we indeed not any
‘more than ordinarily thankful unta God ; ¥izs dire&t or downright Miracle demonftrating thé
‘Becaufe the Deliverance was fuch as plainly Name of God to be near, or his Power and
pointed out him for its Author. For that thy Name Goodnefs to be exercisd and difplay’d in the
# near, 1. €. that thou att near by thy Power and Tranfadion, but a vifible Series of many re-

. Goodnefs to help and fave us, thy wondros war ks markable Events, whereby God brought to pafls
declare. 3 - © what he intended and had foretold; and whichan

Now if the Occafion of this Plalm were the obfervingBeholder, that was concern'd in ‘em,
Deliverance from Senacherib, “tis plain:then chac might well call. Wondrous Works , thou h there
there was g'réat'-Cauf; of /Th: kigiving. For were no Violence offerd to the Courl% of Na-
then beth King and Peopls nad been in extreme. ture , nor nothing Jdone ‘wherein Second Caufes
danger. Andhad Senacherib prevail'd, the Cityf had not theit (ubordinate Agency as ufual, under

T L 0 . B ' . him
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him who is the Grand Difpofer of all chings for.
his own Glory, and his People’s Good.

Since therefore by Wondrous Works ‘tis not ne-
ceflary for us to underftand fuch asare in the
ftricteft fenfe Miraculous, buc racher Signal and
Remarkable Providences, Ifuppole we may fair-
ly make from the Text thefe Two following
Oblervations ; iz,

1. That as all things are order'd by the Pro-
vidence of God, fothere are fome Events that
deferve the name of Special Providences, for
that they thew forth the Power, Wildom, and
Goodnefls of God, and hisCare over his Church
and People in a more efpecial and excraordinary:
manner than othersdo.

2. That 'tis our Duty to obferve andtake ne-
tice of fuch Events, to render God the Glory,
and to offer unto him our hearty. Praifes .and
Thankfgivings for. the Benefic.or Deliverance
that we receive thereby.

I fhall fpeak fomething to each of thefe, and
then proceed to make fome Application to.the
prefent Occafion.  And

1. That asall things are orderd by the Pro-
vidence of God, fo-there are fome Events that
deferve the name of Special Providences, for

that they fhew forth the Power, Wifdom, and

¢

,_;J-——_

GOOd:-

* before the Houfe of Commons.

Goodnels of God, and hisCare over his Church
and People in a more efpecial and extraordinary
manner than others do.

That all Human Affairs are order'd by God’s
Providence, fo that without his Knowledge and
Permiffion at the leaft, nothing can poffibly
come to pals, yea, that he is able tobring about
whatever he pleafes, This is 2 Truth (o bright
and clear, thatic wasfcarce ever, I think, denied
by any that own’d 2 God who was the Creator
of the World: For it were too abfurd to ima-
gine that God fhould make the World, and not
be the Governor of it. And though indeed we
are no more able to give a Reafon of all the
Proceedings of the Divine Providence, than we
are to explain all the Worksof Nature; yet as
in the latter we fee enough to convince us of his
Infinite Power, Wifdom, and Bounty to his
Creatures, [o in the former alfo we may eafily
fee fufficient Proofs of the fame his moft Ado-
rable Perfe&tions.  But all the Works of Provi-
dence are not alike. Semetimes for wife and
good Reafons God has been pleas’d quite to alter
the Coutfe of Nature, as it were to fhew him-
felf tohavea Poweraboveit. So it was when
he divided the Sea, and made the Warers to ftand
on an heap, whilft the Jfraelites paffed through: .

B2 So




A Thanksgiving-Sermon Preach’'d before the Houfe of Commons. 9
v So likewilc in many other his Miraculous Works bim, in which he proved to be much.miftaken.
| “hat we read of in Holy Scripture, bothof the And by the like Providence was he preferved
Old and New Teftament. o from time to time , from all the Atcempts of his
In the general Courfe of Things, Second Father-in-law to affaffinate him, and, atlaft, af-:
Caufes feem as if they were left to themfelves, ter the Tragical Death, both of Saul and his Son
and tempt inconfiderate men fometimes to think Ifhbofh:th, fetled peaceably in the Kingdom which
that they are fo: But there are very frequently God had promifed him.
fuch Events brought to pafs, that are, as it By fuch a fignal and remarkable Providence
i were, of aMiddleSore, not plainly Miraculous, was the whole Nation of the Jews delivered from.
| nor yet Common and Ordinary, but carrying in the Deftrucion and Extirpation defigned againft
i ‘em very peculiar Marks and Charaéers of the ‘em by Haman, and he himfelf hang'd on the ve-.
! Divine Power, Wifdom, and Goodriefs, and of 1y Gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.
0 his Care of Good Men, ot of his Truth and I might add many more Inftances out of Scrip-
i Faithfulnefs to his Promifes or Prediétions. And ture, and innumetable there ate to be found'in
L Defe we call Special and Signal Providences, other Hiftories. But to come a little nearer our-.
i Such was that whereby Jofeph wasbrought into own Times, and to (uch thingsasare of particu-
! Egype; and the Li-will and Efwy of his Brethren,. lar concerament to ourfelves. The Condué of
| as well as his Miftrels her falfe Accufations after- Divine Providence was very obfervable in bring-
; wards, turn’d to the great advantage and: happi- ing about a Reformation of Reiilgion in-the
I nefs both of himfelf andrhis Family 5 and the Di- Church, and- particularly in thefe Nations,
1{1 vine Predictions thereby alfo fulfill'd. Such was That in Germany fuch 4 man as Luther {hould -
| that whereby David was advanced to the Throne be rais’d up, with a Spirit fit to encouater the -
j’ from the mean Calling of aShepherd. By fuch Difficulties of that work for which ho was de- -
! afignal Providence it was that he martied one of figned ; That the grofs and notdrious corruption -
: the Daughters of Saul, though much againft the of Indulgences, preach’d abouc at that time in -
) good liking of her Father, only that he hoped o (hamelefs manner, to delude and cheat the -
: x Sam. ( che Text tells us) ¢hat fhe would become a: fnare to- People, fhould give him.the occafion of enqui-
. 18, 21. - : himo,. : ' i ing ;5
l‘ 05 nng ;.
|
R
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ring ; and that che Oppoficion ke met with,
fhould enly ferve to whet him, . and put him up-
on examining farther, and difcovering ftill more
Errors and Abufes, which inthofe dark Ages had
been put upon the Chiiflian World ; that no
means {hould be found to tzke him off, or to
hinder the (preading of his Doctine, chough it
were fo vehemently endeaveured by the Great
Ones of thofe days; and that whole Couarreys
fhould thereupon revolt, and calting off their
Obedience to the Sce of Rome, togecher with the
Errors they had fuck’d in thence, fhould return
to the Primitive and Apoftolical Chriftianicy :
The carrying on, and management of all thele
things by the Divine Providence, affords a very
wondetful Scene to him that ferioufly and confi-
derately takes a view of ic, and obferves hap-
pily thingsthen concurted to bring that #but, in
God’s appointed time, which to man might have
jultly feem’d impoffible ; and how vain were all
the ftrivings, and earneft Endeavours of the Great
Ones of the World to hinder what God had de-
termined to bring to pafs ; even juft like the En-
deavours of the Heathen Emperors to (upprefs
Chriftianity. |

In our own Nation how remarkable was the
Providence of God that made ufe of an High-

{pirited

before. the Foufe of- Commons.

H

fpirited Prince, a zealous Affertor of the Popith
Caufe, and a Writer againft- Lather, to lay the
Foundations of a Reformation amongft us, and
to remove thofe Obftacles, thofe Nurferies, I

mean, of Idolatry and Superftition, which would

elfe have render'd the Work impoffible (in 2 man-
ner) to his Succeffors ! So rhat it might be faid

according to Sampfon’s Riddle, That out of the Judges

eater came forth meat !

*Tis very obfervable alfo, how much the Re-
formed Religion here waseftablifh’d, and made
to take the deeper root-in the hearts of the Peo-
ple, inftead of being rooted out by the Blood of
the Martyrs, which was fhed in {uch abundance,
during the fhort Reign of Queen Mary. And
how it was legally fetled under che long and hap-
py one of Queen Elizabeth.  As alfo, how fhe,
whiltt fhe ftrictly adher'd to it, was.all along
wonderfully prelerv'd from the Defigns and Ma-

chinations of her Enemies, which were many and

dangerous; and yet ferv’d to .no other purpofe

but to knit the hearts of her Subje&ts the more -
clofely ro her, and to unite them in mutual Bands -

of. Affociation.to do all that in them lay.to pre.
ferve her Life.

I mighe fpeak alfo of the: frange, but happy
Difcovery of the Gun-powder Plot in the following
Reign.  But I fheuld be too long fhould I del-
cend o more Particulars, . I pro-»

14 14 o
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I proceed thereforeto fpeak to the Second Pro-
pofition that was drawn from the words, which
was, '
+. That it isourduty to obferve and takeno-
tice of the fignal Providences of God; to .render
unto him the Glory of them ; and to offer him our
hearty Praifes and Thankfgivings for the Benefit
or Deliverance that we reccive by them.

There are twoExtreams that men are apt torun
into in this matter. The one is,of thofe who con-
ftrue Providence always in favourof themfelves,
or their ownParty;and if Good befal us, prefently
reckon it is for their fakes; or if Evil come, imme-
diately conclude, “Tis becaufe we wil'l not do as
they would have us,tho perhaps there is very little
Reafon that we fhould. The other Extream is,of
fuch as are fo carelefsand inconfiderate,as to over
look the hand of God whatever falls out, though
never fo remarkable, never fo feafonable, never
fo furprizing and unexpedted, or never fo necef-
fary, in all appearance, for the fupport and pre-
fervation of True Religion, or for the bringing
of fome juft Judgment upon great and notorious
Offenders. Such there are, who feem to impute
all to fecond Caufes, [carce ever looking highers*
orelfe, at leaft, to imagine, thatallthingsare fo
promifcuoufly order’d by Providence, that it fig-
nifies nothing to take any notice what falls oué.

ut

13

.- Bue che tme and: middle: - way which -we
onght to take betwegn thefe Extreams; s,

. Firft. Never to look dp the meer feeming fa-

your of Providencé. alone; as. a fufhcient Ar-

- gument-of the gootlnefs of any'Caufe, forthat

will.-be faund. acvery dangerous:and uncertain

way. of Arguingy But yet,» -+ "
Secondly, When -we are from other Reafons
well fatisfied of the. Goodnefs:or Juftice of a
Caufe; -or- the Truth .of any Profeflion; to
take .a particular- notice then of what Provi-
dence c{:)es' in favour of.it; ‘and to believe that,
tho’ indeed it be true, that in the general courfe
of God’s Providence ‘things are fomewhat pro-
mifcuoufly carried (as tis reafonable they (hould,
fince God defigns this Life for a time of Trial)
yet;, as he is-ever.a lover of good Men, and a
Frignd to-thofe that fedr him,.. fo he will fo far
appear in their defence, asnever to fuffer Piety)
true Religion and Vertue to beutterly rundown
and deftroy’d, as they wou'd certainly be; did
not his Providence fometimes interpofe, and
appear for'em.  And for that Reafon, God
does fometimes fignally fhew himfelf for their
Defence, and Prelervation, and for the:Con-
founding of their Enemies.  And when he does
C do
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do fo, for us to take no notice of it, is an
Argument-of great ftupidity, Ingratitude; and
Folly. They are highly blam'd inScripture,
who regard not the work of the Lord, nor confider
the' operation of his bands'; they are the bmigj{{z
among the People, who look no farther than the
immediate Agents or Inftrumesits whereby fuch
things arc done, and caft no Eye upwards to-
wards him, who fits in the Heaven above, and
beholds all the dwellers upon Earth; “and or-
ders every thing that falls out imeng “em,’ ac-
cording to the Rules of a moft Exquifite and
Unfearchable Wifdom, ' The paffing over fuch
things without any regard, ‘is a robbing God
of the Glory of his Works, and of the Praife
thatis due unto, him, aswellas a depriviag our
felves of the Benefit and Comfort chat wc{mifghc
and. otight to. take in the Performance -of fo
Excellent and Noble a Duty, asthat of rendring
Praife, and Honour, and Thank{giving to our
Great Creator. ;

It becomes every: Good and Religious Man,
in all fuch Cafes, when he fees the Innocene
happily preferv’d from intended Ruine, the Pro-
feflion o¥ true Religion refcued from imminent
Danger, Mifchievous and. Traiterous,l’lotter;

an

c

. Rejoyce over ber thou Fleaven, dand ye Fbly dpoftles

~ btfore rbe Foufs of Commons..

and Confpirators furprizingly difcover'd;. dnd
brought to Condign Puhifhment,."Fysants,ang
Perfecutors difappointed in their Barbarets and
Bloody Defigns, and God’s Judgments perhaps
remarkably executed upon’em,  “Tis the pary,
I fay, of every Good and Religious Man, in
fuch a Cafe, to Admire and Adore God’s Infi-
nite Wifdom and Powet, to applaud his Ju-
ftice and his Goodnefs to his Peoplsy. and to
Rejoyce and Triumph in the Event, So the
Plalmift tells us in luch Cafes, The Righteous
[hall fee it; and rejoyce, and all Diiquity fhall. frop
her mouth, Pfal. 1o07. 42, And indivers pla-
ces he Exhorts to this Duty, ~particularly P/al.
§. ti. Let all thofe that put their traft in God
rejoyces let them  ever fhous for joy, becanfe thow
Mzzdeﬁ them. And in thé Book of the Reve-
lations, the Saines and all the whole Heav'ns are
call'd upon to rejoyce at the fall of Babylon,

and Prophets, for God hath avenged you on ber.
I now proceed in the laff placey to -make
fome Application of this Difcotirfe to the pre-

fent Occafion. And here I fhall, .
~ Firft, Confider how very Remarkable and
Signal our prefent Deliverance is, which fhou'd
C 2 induce

Y Rev.18. 20,
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induce us to-the mote heedful obfervance, and
devout admmiration of the Providence of God i
it. And, ' DA

Secondly, 1 fhall confider how bengficial and

happy 2 De\iycraﬁcc-it'isgto us, w ordey to the
increafirig of our: Thankfulnefs, ind puttng us
upon a fuirable Carriage towards God.
Now our prefent. Deliverance will appear o
be veryRemarkablg;whcghef we confider either,
1, “The Circumftances ofity; Or, =
2. For whom it'is wrought; Or, .
3. What Ends and Defigns of Providence
are anfwerd by it. And, :

1. Tor the Circumtances of it, - I we con-
fider it, as indeed it is, but 2 part, and a far-
ther carrying on of that great Work which God
has been doing thefe feveral years paft- in this
part of the World, and particularly amongft
+< of thefe Nations, we cannot but think it
very fuitable, and of a piece with all the reft;
nor can we chufe but reflect on the -whole,as on
» wonderful Scene of Providence,fic to be taken
notice of, and admird. In order whereunto,
c will be neceffary for us to call to mind that,
which one wou'd think none fhow'd eafily for-

get, Viz; What our Condition was, and what
the

before the Houfe of Commons.
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the ftate of the Protefbant Religion abroad, be-
fore the late happy Revolution.  As for our
felves, you cannotbut remember by what hafty
fleps we were going towards Popery, and how
fearful and apprehenfive we then generally were
of it, as having no vifible means to prevent its
being forcibly obtruded upon us, together wich
2 new Conftitution of Government, according
to the Pattern “of 2 Neighbouring Nation. In
France you all know how the Profeffors of the
Reform’d Religion were perfecuted in a new
and unheard o? manner, whichhas prevaild to
an uteer Extirpation of the open profeffion of it.
And fo great was the Power and Influence of
France, that it did not appear howeither we, or
any of the Proteftants abroad, in the Circumftan-
ces that things were, cowd poffibly refift or pre-
vent the execution of thofe two grand Defigns,
that were vifibly. enough on foot, of Extirparing
the Northern Eerefio (as they call'd it) and fet-
ting up an Univerfal Monarchy.  This 1 take to
be Euta true reprefentation of our Cafe as it then
‘was, when all on a fudden God was pleasd to
bring about one of the moft wonderful and fur-
prizing Revolutions that any Age has ever feen:
His prefent Majefty, with a fmall number of
Forces came over to Deliver us from that yoak

of
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of Popery and Slavery that was jult a going to
be put on. Itwas a great wonder that hewould
venture upon fo bold and hazardous anUnder-
taking, and no lefs that he fhould find an Op-
portunity to do it. Whether the Enemy difco-
ver'dnot the Defign time enough to hinder it, or
whether he imagin'd fuch an Expeditionwould
end but in the ruine of the Undercaker. Take
it either way, the Providence was very Remark-
able; and when His Majefty, the then Prince
of Orange, was ready to come, you all remem-
ber how {eafonably and happily God was pleas'd
to order the Winds to come about to favour
his Arrival, and at the fametime to preventthe
late King's Fleet from making any oppofition.
That Circumftance of the Wind I am furewas
very Remarkable, and then much talk’d of
for God gave juft enough to do the bufinefs,
and then immediately, when it had as it were
executed its Commiffion, it chop’d about again.
And truly the turning about the hearts of the
People fo Univerfally at that time, and making
even thofe - that were pitch’d upon as the In-
ftruments to bring us into Slavery, fo readily
o over to the other fide, was a Circumftance
not lefs, but rather much more Remarkable
than that of the Wind 5 yea the more fo fll,
: becaufe

" before the Houfe of Commons.
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becaufe like that too, as foon as the Bufinefs was
well over, divers of them quickly turn'd about
again, asunaccountably as the Wind it felf, which
our Saviour tells us blows where it lifteth, no Man
being able to fay why from this Corner,rather than
from thac. But here now there open'd a new
Scene of Affairs ; and I {hou'd be too long, fhou’d
I reckon up all the Remarkable Providences that
have attended the prefent War in which we are
Engag’d. However this is vifible and clear, that
the Succefles we have had, have been ftill owing
very much to fome fignal Interpofitions of Pro-
vidence; as particularly that at La Hogue, when
the Wind was again fo favourable as to keep off
the Enemie’s Fleet, till juft we were ready for
it; and then to deliver a good part of it into
our hands. But to come to the Occafion of our
Frefem: meeting. The War growing tedious,. ‘it
coms at laft the Enemy had refolv'd to make a
Defcent upon England; dnd truly he had pitch'd

upon a time that feem'd very: favourable to fuch a

Defign:; A time when he might hope the continu-
ance of the War fo long, together with fome un-
happy Circumftances we have of late lain under,
might make a Rafh and Heady Peaple ready for
another Change, altho’ apparently to their Ru-
ine, if they had but eyes open to fee i. A

| ’ - ume
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time when very few of our Regulated Troops
were in the Kingdom. A time when by Agree-
sent they had affurances from hence of aParty d,aa;r.
would rife and joyn "em at theit Landing.  Tho &

! be a thing wonderful {even to a&oniﬂ*tmcnt) that

;: any among us {howd. be fo mad; that any En-
glifp Man, efpecially  that calls himfelf a Prote-

| frant, fhowd have fo litcle regard either to his
; Religion, ot his Native Country, as upon any
{ Account to Defire and Incourage the bringing
b over a French Army hither 5 but fuch it feems
: there were too many. A Time it was moter
i over when our Fleet was to have beecn gone far
P enough off, and had been aGually gone above
K o Month before, if the Wind again wou'd have
| permitted em to obey their Orders.  Yea, which
i was worft of all, it wasa Time when a Crew
| of Ruffians (by whole Commiffion or Inftiga-
& rion the World muft judge) even juft about fuch
a' 2 number as Confpird agaioft St. Paul, had a-
l

greed rogether in 2 moft Hortid and Barbarous

Defign to Affaffinate our King. A Time certain-

ly this was, upon all accounts, very proper for

the French to make an Invafion ! And no doubt
fure of the

they reckor'd themfelves in a manner
Succefs. -

{ : ' ‘ But
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But kere again, behold the wonderful Hand of .
God ! Yea 'is fit for us to ftand till and paufe
a while to admire his Providence ! For.our Fleet
fhowd indeed have fail'd, but the Wind for a
mateer of two Months together hung ftill in one
Corner and wowd not fuffer it.  Our Allies a-
broad having fome Apprehenfion of our Dan-
ger, prepard to fend us back our Soldiers to de-
fend us; And, which was more than all the
relt, The Proje for the Affaffinacion ( that
damnable and hellith Defign) is happily difco
verd and difappointed.  And now inftead of :;
French lnvafion, we have been lying with a
lqrgc Fleet upon their Coafts; Inftead of ha-
ving our King barbarouly murder'd, God has
given him the Necks of his Encmies, yea we
‘have the Heads of divers of thofe Milcreants
-upon our City Gates. Inftead of an Infurre&i-
.on among our felves, we have, God be thank-
ed, a good Number of the Contrivers of it dif:
arm'd and fecur'd. Inftead of any Commotions
from a Difcontented People weary of the War ;

we find the People of England generally wi
than to think to cafc themfelves gby fuchyag;"lljff;

!\'defms 3 may, on the contrary unanimoutfly affo-
ciating to do their utmoft for- the Defence and
Prefervation of his Majefty's Sacred Perfon and
‘ . D Govern-
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Jooking upon him (as there

Governiments; Yea,

‘is great Reafon they fhowd) as a particular Gift

aven, f{ent us in the moft needful time
f’:)c:'“:)l[:eDeliverancc I ‘A Prince in whthall thg
Virtues of his Anceftors fhinc very bright, dan
who, like them too, but in a more high and c-
minént degree, has that peculiar Honourb o{{lc
him by the wife Providence of God, to be e;
a5 the Bulwark of True Religion, the Patri?n of
Laws and Liberties, and the Grand Oppo fcr;‘)
Tytanny and Oppreffion in all this part of ;1 e
World. So that now (thanks be to Almig ;‘y
God) inftead of the Clergy of France preach-

ing to their People upon that Text in the 46thof

hich, "tis faibd., é‘tms put l?'.
‘ onoft ’em ag a-proper Subject upon this
gc‘:\f?gt‘\ o% their intended Defeent , 'an’c? tl;,e
Succefls they expeéted in it 5 bis is the

7eremiah, werf-10. W

viv Tl
- the Lord.of Hofts; a Dayof Vengeance,
:g:{ ;;f; may avenge bimfelf of ‘bis -Adwerfzrzf: 5
And the Sword fball dewonr, and it Jbul)b %&;
tiate and made drank with Blood s For the Lor

of Hofts bath o Sacriﬁce in the North Country.

tead of this, I fay, \
l{‘:‘:i:k: up the following words at the next

Verfe of that Chaptert10. Virgin Dangbter of

many Medicines,

Eg.y'gt, in waiit foalt t‘b‘m | ufe "

we may with better Rea--
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for thow fbalt not be cnwr’d.  The Nations bave
heard of thy foame, and thy Cry bath filled the
Land, for the Mighty bath fnmbled againft the
Mighty, and they are fallen both together.

And thus much, I fuppofe, may be fufficient
to fhew us, how very remarkable and wonder-
ful our prefent Deliverance is , confidering the
Circumftanées of it. That which-adds to the
Remarkablenefs of it, is,

2ly, The Confideration of the People for
whom it is wronght. That God fhould fignal-
ly appear in behalf of a Righteous and Relir
gious Nation, a Thankful and Obedient Peo-
ple is agreeable to the Notions we have of him,
and is what we are ready to expe@ from his
Providence : But that he fhou'd do fo much
for an ungrateful People as he has done- for ‘us,
that he fhould thew himfelf fo kind to thefe
that have wofully -abus'd ‘his Mercies, and that
continue ftill unreform'd in a high degree, not-
withftanding all the plain Warnings that he has
given ‘em, and the loud Calls of his Provi-
dence to Repentance and Amendment: This is
what may juftly raife our Wonder.
our Refolutioa in the Gafe , that we may dif-
ceen-fomething of the Signs of the times; and

" a - of

Byt for -
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of the true Reafon, asncar as we can judge,
of God's Proceeding with us on this manner,
and not flatter our felves, and impute all to
our own good Deferts, we may do well to-
Enquire into that which I proposd as the third

Confideration whereby the Remarkablenefs of

our prefent Deliverance, and of this whole Scene

of God's Providence, which began with our late
Revolution, may farther appear. And that was
3ly, What Ends and Defigns of Providence
we may reafonably foppofe are brought about
or anfwered by thefe Events.  And here it may
be fit for us to obferve, that what God has de-
fign’d and foretold as certainly to come to pafs,
that he is wont accordingly to bring about,not-
withftanding the Sins and Provocations of thofe
for whofe Benefit it is, and tho’ there be but
few of them that do in any degree walk wor-

thy of fuch Mercies; For he can find ways -

énow to punifh thofe that do not , without al-
tering any of his Purpofes or Decrees. Thus
we find that tho’ the Poftericy of Facob were
extreamly degencrated in Egypt,yet God brought

Exodaz. 'em out thence, pun&ually to a day, at the End

41

of the 430 years, according to his Promile.
Thus alfo afterwards, tho™ they provok’d him

highly, infomuch that he caft off Ten of their
‘ Tribes,

the Houfe of Commons.
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Tribes, and the other two were little better§

yet he @l preferv’d them as a diftinct People,
tho’ made Captives firft, and afterwards Tribu-
taries to other Nations , becaufe the fo doing
was neceflary in order to what he had oft fore-
told and promis'd,concerning the coming of the
Mefliah. Thus again, tis very obfervable, Thac
tho’ we can difcern nothing that was vi(iblein the
Face of things, from whence to gather any like-
Iyhood of fuch or fuch Events coming to pafs,
yet God having foretold ‘em, we find that ftill
in due time, all things were made to work that
way, and fo as to bring about what he had pur-
posd. For inftance s It having been reveal’d
to Daniel chat there fhonld be four great Mo-
narchies fet up in the World, (wiz. Three more
befide that of Babylon, which was then in being)
the Providence of God did in a very wonderful
manner, caufe it in due time to be effected and
brought abour. ~For.thie overthrow of the Ba-
bylonian Empire by Cyrns , which Daniel livid
to fee , and of the Perfian by Alexander the
Great, carried in ‘em very (ignal Characters of
a Divine Providence. And fo did alfo the rai-
fing up of  the fourth and laft, zix. The Ro-

ran Empire, from very inconfiderable and tow

beginnings. ~ It was a long Series and Courfe of
‘ ' Succefles
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Succelles for n;a;; hundred years, which the

Liv, L27
csl.

Romans themlelves attributed to Providence ,

by which their City came at laft to be the Em-

prefs of the World: Nor can we difcern -any

thing but the meer Will and Decree of Hea-

ven, that hindred Hunnibal, when he gave it

{ terrible a Shock as he did, from quite OVeg:

turning it.  But he and his People ‘were of the

Race of Cham, of which it was furetold that

they fhould be Servants , and not bear Rule.

And God had alfo defign'd that the fourth Mo-

narchy fhowd be fet up at Rome, and not’ at

Carthage.  And cherefore though Haennibal
{eem’d to be come within a very lictle of utter-
ly deftroying thar State, yet he cou'd not ef-
fe& it, which drew from him thofe memorable
words recarded by the Hiftorian » after the' de-
ciding Battle at Metanrus, Agnofco fortunam Car-
thaginis. 1 {ee 'tis not the Decree of Heaven
that Carthage fhould prevail. Or, I acknow-
ledge and fubmit to the Fate of that City.

If then we have now but fufficient Reafon
to perfivade us, that ’tis a thing contrary to the
Will and Pleafure of Almighey God , that ei-
ther the Reformed Religion thoud be totally
extirpated, orthat a fifth Univerfal Monarchy
thowd be fecup, We may then fufficiently dif-

cern

‘Humane Nature.
:which God will not permit to - take. effet,. we
‘may probably gather from whac hus been be-
fore briefly rouch’d concerning the wonderful

Yea moreover, fince we are affurd that God
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cern what Ends of Ptovidence are ferv'd by
the late firange and unexpeéted Events, where-
by the Defigns of the afpiring Monarch of our
Days have been hitherto blafted and brought to

nought: And, at the fame time , we may fee .

reafon ftill the more to obferve and admire the
Hand of God in all thefe things, and to put our
Truft in him for the future.

Nowas for the Defign of Extirpating the
Proteftant Religion, that we are as fure is a
wicked Defign, as we are that our Religion is
true and good.  ¥ea, both the Defign, and the
barbarous Methods whereby it has been in part
effe@ed, are certainly abominable in the fight

.of God and Man: The converting of poor

People, quict and loyal Subjedts, by Mifliona-
ry Dragoons, being a pradife chat is reproach-
ful, not to Chriftianity only , but even uito
Buc that it is alfo a Delign

Providenees whereby God kindled: dfve Light of

fhowd fuffer fo foon to be extinguith'd again.

will

the Reformation but about the beginning of
the laft Age, which 'tis hard to imagine -he
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-will always have a Church, and the Popifh one

is now fo extreamly corrupted ( fince the Re-
formation, worfe in many re(pets than it was
before ) that it can hardly be call'd a true one,
that gives us good ground to belicve that God
will never fuffer the Reformation to be utcerly
deftroy’'d. And yet ‘tis hard to fce bue chat
that wou'd be the plain Confequence of the
FrenchSuccefles of their over-running thefe King-
doms, and fetting up an Univerfal Monarchy.
But as for the Defign of a Fifth Monar-
chy, it is a thing generally agreed., I chink,
by all the Interpreters of Daniel's Vilions 5 as
being fufficiently plain in the Text, that there
are to be, and fhall be but Four; And that
whenever they are at an End, the next thing
we are to exped, is either the End of the
World, or fuch a Renovation of it as is utter-
ly inconfiftent with the French Defigns. And
if fo, what can we expe&, but that God fhowd
as effe@ually blaft all Attempts to fet it up, as
he did thof in the laft Age, of Philip the Se-
cond of Spain: Tho' perhaps in a more extra-
ordinary and terrible manner , in re ard to the
Blafphemies that have been utter'd, and the
Outrages that have been offer'd to the Saints

and Servants of the moft High!
And

the Houfe of Commons.

And thus much, I fuppofe may be fufficient
to thew us how very rcmarkable both our pre-
fent Deliverance is, and alfo all that Scene of
Providence of which it is a parc: And likewife
to excite our devout Admiration of the Power,
Wifdom, Coodnefs, and Faithfulnefs of Al-
mighty God as manifefted therein.

2: | come now in the laft place briefly. to
confider how very beneficial and happy a De-
liverance this is to us, .in order to the encrea-
fing of our Thankfulnefs, and putting us upon
a (%itable‘ Carriage towards God, And. tho’ we
cannot fay tht this Deliverance is fent us as a
Reward of our Good Deferts, but rather have
great reafon to bewail the contrary Carriage of
the generality amongft us; Yet fo many as have
but fincerely endeavour'd to.do their Duty, and
in an humble Sence of the total Dependence of
all upon the Divine Providence, have been ear-

‘neft Suitors and Solicitors at the Throne of
Grace for Mercy upon thefe finful : Nations,
They may look on this Deliverance as an:An-
fwer to their Prayers, and an Encouragement to
~%em to pray flill, and to pur their Truft in
God. . And as for others, itis a great.and un-
fpeakable Benefit to them, if they have bue.the
hearts to make ufe of it. . For 'tis a granting
: ° E ‘em

5 |
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"em facther Refpice 3 Tis the affording em ano-
cm =

y en and-Repent, which 1f. they
txfﬁ :2:‘ l::aﬁnf’;u.to,- it 1s theird own ‘I;’:rult; ; Il;lflst
. kindnels of - Almighty Godts ne .
‘¥‘e‘;k‘r:2r(i Tft‘sat(\ﬁ ‘tt:?k?.'thyat fince the Res}"ogio}f
lTlll?“I”’rovich:nce feeins rather to be God's th%m
I l?’ leafurcs at the Defigns of our Enemies, n
" p‘e“f ¢& that he hasto fuch.mﬁnful Peop ’
e ii’e that - therefore it fignifics 1o gr;.;::-
atter hether they reform or not. For douE
mat{ehr ’“l,xe mz;y fiill go on to defeat ~th.(;.fe. 2;
lefs i .whiclh-are contrary.to: hig \Wi l_,ﬂ y ¢
et € fily find Means. difficient to punilly ad
flle"galf? ﬁat ate thug hardend i their slns.,, al[: ,
_tl}dfe. ;1631 but little caufe to rejoyce ‘even ;;.c;r
‘Y?)(E emies are not - {uffered to ateam (thei
shew "')We‘hlajbfec wlready how varioufly F}odf
Eﬂds, 'd pood and bad Succefs in the courle o
"}?a.s ‘?’x(cxgt War; the bad fill being o.wmglbtoé
:,}:1‘: glfles, and an eﬂ'f&.of 'our‘;’c;:\?uﬁﬁg ’H; r?d
d proceeding from an cover:rufing Hiat
';tf;"gi)gi‘zfs?dg::e&at aill not ~fuf.lf,‘cr our E:};x;xi
'i&:o‘hav'e their. Will.  But now xffwe l\v;::; te-
' nd become a .People,ﬁt or M : yl’)rin
' e'n';:'h‘b'pe that ‘God woud not on .y-f bg
-;»g:%h: our’ Enemies,.but caufe: ;séz:\é:]ldeéro{
“sli¢ir 'Fall, and ‘grant .us> that -Pe e

~—
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{pericy which by
ferved to forfeit. L )
In the mean time, if we confider byt what

the Effe@ muft have been of our Encmies ha.
ving their expeded Succels in this Enterprize
which God has been pleasd fo happily to difco-
ver and defeat, we (hal| find cayfe enough for
Joy and. Thaok(giving, if there be any Blefling
we enjoy, which we think delerves it,finge there
is {carce any which their Succefs woud not have
deprivid ug.of. | .1 know not how_ firangely
fome. Pcople might flatter themfelves, and ima,
gine that the Refloration of the. It

he. late King, even
by a Fyench Power, . wou'd have beenconfiftent

our Sins we have fo j_uﬁ—ly de-

with the Enjoyment of the free - Profeffion. of
their Religion and thejr Liberties, that the Hor-
aeigny Forges (iou'd:quietly have retird. fo- foon
2 they had fec him. npon the'Thone, and. that
he, laying afide all former thoughts, wou'd haye
contented: him(elf in caking a liccle pleafiire to
fee how they wowd Perfecute and Tormene

their fellow ProteRants, and have gone no far-

ther.  Tome this feems fo great a piece of
Folly and Extravagance, as necds only to be

namd in order to its beitlg &xposd. And

therefore I conclude, that if our prefent Con-
dition be better than that of conquer'd Slaves ;

if
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“ificbea l‘lapp‘nhcfs not to fall into the Hands

of incens'd and bitter Enemies ; if the Enjoy-
ment of Peace at home , with the hopes of
od Succefs in our Wars abroad ; if our Laws
and Libertics 3 yea if the Light of the Gofpel,
and the free Profe(fion of our Religon, be
things of any value to us, then ought we to
be exceeding thankful to that God who, has. fo
fignally appeard for us, and delivered us in
the moft {eafonable and needful time. And chat
¢his our Sacrifice of Praife and -Thankfgiving
may be acceptedy we fhowd: add ‘thereto’ ‘Our
hearty and fincere Endeavours to walk: worthy
‘of God's Mercies, and fo- to ‘behave our felves
in all holy Obeédienice to his Laws, that it may
sndeed appear; that this great Grae and Favour
‘of his in delivering ts fo oft and fo fighially as
the has done, ‘has not been beftow'd in viin up-
‘on g, NOT MAy ever turn 'to~oi11;n$qater Con-

«demnation. Which God of hig ‘ittinite Mercy
,gram' [ ‘ .o . (2R . P
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