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ISATAH v. 3—7.

And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem, and men of Fudak,
judge, I prav you, berwixt me and my vineyard. What
could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have
not done in it 2 Wherefore when I looked that it flould
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes 2 And
now go tos I will tell you what I will do o my vineyard ;
I will take away the hedge therecf, and it fhall be eaten
up 5 and break down the wall thereof, and it fhall be
trodden doton. And I will lay it wafle : it fhall not be
pruned, nor digged; but there flall come up briars and
thorns : I will alfo command the clouds that they rain no
vain upon it. For the vineyard of the 1.orDp oF Hosrts
is the koufe of Ifrael, and the men of Fudak fhis pleajant
plant : and ke looked for judgment, and belold oppreffion s
for righteoufnefs, bur bekold a cry.

HE Prophet refembles a well formed and profper-

ous civil community to a vineyard in an 1ndul-
~ gent fituation, fecurely fenced, and blefled with the
kindeft influences of Heaven ; needing nothing to render
it beautiful in its appearance, and a fource of flourifhing

plenty, but the cautious, and laborious fidelity of 1ts
keeper.
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keeper. Recafonably may its bountecous Donor expedt
thofc, who have 1ts cultivation in charge, will be halit-
ually moved both by gratitude and intereft to guard it
from: the entrance of dcfiruéive animals, to render it a
pleafant profpet, and a rich fund of delicious fruit.
Notwithftanding his juft expectation, they become un-
mindful of their truft ; and, continue {o long negligent,
‘that, in his difpleafure he abandons them, and their
inheritance, to the ruinous effets of their folly. Their
vineyard only brings forth wild grapes; the hedge
thereof 1s taken away, and it is caten up; the wall 1s
broken down, and it is trodden down. It 1slaid walte;
1t 1s not pruned, nor digged ; the clouds refufe it their
rain.—Say not, the great Proprietor of. the vineyard is
harfh and fevere, becaufe he f{uffers thefe fad confe-
quences to follow! For, with affeCtionate and wrrefifti-
ble pleading, he addrefles all who behold its defolatc
and ruined condition: “ What more could have been
““ done to my vineyard, that I have not done in 1t?
“ Wherciore when 1 looked that 1t thould bring forth
“ grapes, brouglt 1t forth wild grapes ?”

TraveL this globe 1n 1ts feveral divifions; and, 1n
fome of them you will mcet with cities in ruins, which
were once iplendid capitais ; countries thinly inkabited,
which were once filled with i1nhabitants, and lughly
cultivated ; people opprefled, debafed and ignorant,
who once had knowledge of the arts of life, and enjoyed
an equitable government. Particularly doth this de-

{cription, however {ad, apply to the houle of Iirael,
who
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who were 1n the moft favoured fenfe thc vineyard of
God ; and to the men of Judah, who were his plealant
plant. The city of their religious folemnities, the ob-
ject of their veneration and moft ardent love, was for-
merly populous and flourifhing, but is now inconfidera-
ble, and peopled chiefly by their enemies : Their tem-
ple, celebrated for its magnificence, and the worfhip of
the oNE TRUE Gop, i1s {o humbled with the duft that
not one ftone of it remains on another: Their land
flowing with milk and honey, which was made fair and
fruitful by the hand of induftry, accompanied with the
blefling of Heaven, 1s now a barren and dreary wafte :
Their delcendants are now vagrants on earth, without
civil polity, and aliens from the reft of the fumily of
mankind.

Wuy, we may atk with pity and furprize, has He
dealt {fo hardly with nations, who has proclaimed him-
felf ¢“ a God gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and
“ abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity, tianfgreflion,
“and fin > The only anfwer we can make to this
appeal to our humanity (but ftill an anfwer eftablithed

by our wholc obfervation of the divine government in
this world; and which we praétically defpife in every
capacity, at our utmoft rifk) is this, That notwith-
{tanding God is good, and is continually doing good,
yet he difpenfes no bleffings to his creaturcs by a per-
petual and wunconditional grant. He gives them, united
together, 1n this part of the world, and the other, by

imilar language and cuftoms, extenfive territory, equal
govornmcnts,
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ooveriments, commercial and réligious advantages,
But he only promifes their continuance and increafe ox
this condition, That they, in the degree he requires,
avoid the vices which tend to difturb, weaken and def.
troy {ocieties ; and practife the virtues which are con-
nected with their {fecurity, growth, and aggrandizement.
A perfon of obfervation who fays {ociety needs not {fome
confiderable proportion of virtue and juftice, liberty and
induftry, to render it fecure and happy; that opprefficn,
injuftice, 1idlenefs and profligate manners are not pro-
du&tive of its diforder and deftrution ; 1is as abfurd as
the hufbandman who aflerts his lands may be 1n as fine
order, and yield as much, when 1dly managed, or left
walfte, as, when well fecured, and cultivated with judg-
ment and fidelity. Yet though publick bleflings are
evidently granted upon condition of good behaviour,
and are leflened, or entirely recalled whenever {ocieties
perfift in wrong conduct; fhll their divine Lord and
Benefactor conftantly treats them with kindnefs. He
doth not rigoroufly infift, that they fhould at all times
behave in the mof perfelt manner, 1 order to therr fe-
curity from evil, and the continuance of his protection
and blefling. = The divine - government conducted
with this degree of feverity would long fince have
fwept {ocieties of every form from the face of the earth,
without leaving a veftige of them remaining, Long
after the {eeds of deftructive vices have begun to vege-
tate within them, their appearance i1s promifing : They

gradually fail ; nor are they irrecoverably ruined, until
for
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for a long courfe of time the beft chofen means have
been tried with them in vain.

In order more {ully to illuitrate and confirm thefe
{entiments, I fhall confider the parts of our text, freed
from the figurative language in which they are convey-
ed to us by the Prophet. If I miftake not, they are
truths which highly deferve our attention on this day,
when, by the piety of the 1LLUSTRI0US PRESIDENT OF
THE'UNITED STATES, THE MAN we love, and who
defervedly has our confidence, we are called upon to ad-
drefs with cheerful praife, for the many fingular and
choice bleffings we enjoy as a pcople, and fervent fuppli-
cation for his continued mercies, the SUPREME
RULER OF NATIONS AND AUTHOR OF
ALL GOOD. For they will not only lead. us to
conceive of the bounties of his providence in thofe
lively colours which cannot fail gratefully to affeét
our hearts ; but, at the {ame time, f{erioufly to remem-
ber the conditions upen which we hold them; by con-
formity to which, we can only perpetuate our {afety and
happinefs ; and in any fenfe difcharge the debt of grat-
itude we owe our Almighty Patron and Friend.

Covirp I fummon from the dead, the wife and good
ftatefmen of ancient times, and join them with the wife
and good who live 1n our own country, and 1a the {ev-
eral countries on earth, they would addrefs individuals
together with legiflative and governing bodies of men in
VirTUE, would

the fame moft important advice
they fay, is the foil in which fociety beft flourifhes:
B It
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L+ 1s the itrong arm of the hufbandmian, who fails not i
caution and labour. In proportion to its vigour, {oci~
ety 1s overfpread with beauty ; becomes pleafant to its
great Proprietor, and yields abundance of {fruit to fup-
port, and make glad his tenants. Ft begins to fail in
its order, beauty and ufefulnefs, no fooner than virtue
begins to fail. It becomes not wafte, barrenr and ruin-
ed, until wvirtue has utterly forfaken 1it. They {peak
the fame fentiments which divine revelation fo affeétion-
ately imprefles upon us. ¢ Wholo, laith God, offereth
“ prade, glorifieth me; and to hum that ordereth his
‘“ converfation aright, will I fhew my falvation. The
“ work of rnighteoulnefs is peace ; the effect of righteouf-
““ nefs 1s quictnefs and aflurance forever.”

L.ET us then gratetully apply ourlelves to thofe reflec-
tions which the firft part of our text {o naturally {ug-
aci{ts to us.

1. < And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem, and men
“ of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vine-
“ yard. What could have been done more to my vine-
¢ yard, that I have not done 1n it p*7

T'H1s 15 an appeal to the obfervation and experience
of the inhabitants of that country, proving that they
were indulgently treated by the great Lord of nations;
and enriched, in diftinétion from others, with many of
his choiceft bleflings. It carried no doubt iminediate
conviction to their minds; for it was truly {aid, by onc
of their efteemed writers, < He hath not dealt {fo with

“ any nation; and as for his judgments, they have not
known



L 1x ]

“ known them.” You will anticipate me no doubt in
{aying, What nation {o like this favoured people as our
gwin! But thould you not, it may be mauade evident
that we are extremely like them, by an induction of
particulars which defcribe our real fituation. Thefe
demand the moft engaged attention of our ASSEMBLED
Nartiown on this day of praife.

TuerE 1s fomething {ublime in the 1dea—{omething
which exalts, and deeply affects the mind—of millions of
people, united together 1n the praife of thewr Divine Ben-
efactor, for his diftinguithed publick mercies! But how
doth the importance of the occafion diuminifh, if they
know not wherefore they are met together, if they do
not {o diftinétly conceive of his benefits, as to excite
within them a degree of gratitude which will forward te
the throne of his grace an unfeigned tribute of devotion
and love! Whatever others may do, may wwe not fail
1n the reafonable defigns of this day’s fervice. For this
purpofe, {uffer me to enumerate thofe enjoyments which
prove us to ourfelves, and to the world, the peculiarly
blefled of God. Their number 1s {o large, as far to
exceed the compafs of a fingle difcourfe, fhould they be
diftinétly mentioned, and {uch obfervations made on
cach of them, as they deferve. I will {elect, therefore,
thofe from the whole, which ought moft deeply to af-
fect our hearts, and have an abiding good influence on
our lives. The authority by which we are now aficm-
bled together naturally leads us to contemplate——

Firfi, Tue Frperar CoxstiTuTioN OF Gov-
B 2 ERNMENT,
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ERNMENT, both with refpett to tne cxcellence of its
Jorm, and the kindnefs of its operation.

It 1s an opinion often afferted with great confidence,
that ¢ the government beft adminiftercd, i1s beft.”
Perhaps its being found 1in one of the moft elegant and
pleafing of the Englifh Pocts, has given it a degree of
celebrity which rifes with dildain from examination.
But it is really a maxum 1naccurate in its nature, and
falfe 1n its confequences. An ill conftrutted govern-
iment may be managed by wile and beneficent men,
who will foften 1ts har(hnef(s whenever 1t injures the rights
and enjoyments of f{ubjeéts, and give to all 1its good
parts the utmoft efficiency by their caution and activity.
In this cafe {ubjects may be more {ccure and happy than
they would be under a much better formed government,
careleflly adminiftered and abufed. But {tll, 1s 1t not
demonftrable that a well conftructed government, faith-
fully adminiftered, will be productive of more {ecurity
and happinefs, than an ill formed one which operates
according to its nature ? Is it not more likely, accord-
ing to our juft expectations from human nature as we
find it, that a well formed government will be fo far
managed by its officers with fidelity, as to yield 1n a
confiderable degree 1ts defigned good effeCts ; than that
an unequal, delpotic, and cruel government will be
rendered equal and indulgent by its adminiftrators? It
not—then mankind muft appear foolifh 1ndeed 1in per-
plexing themfelves about forms of government ; and, to

2t confiftently, fhould with as much cheerfulnefs f{ub-
mit
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mit themfelves to the arbitrary will of a Dey of Algiers,
as become {ubjelts of States wilely regulated, and fa-
vourable to all the nghts of men. But they have not
in general thought with fuch 1mpropriety, though by
tyrannical power they have been forced to filence. The
wifeft men, who have honoured our race, have induftri-
oufly employed their abilities to frame good fyftems of
government ; and the people have been efteemed un-
commonly happy who have embraced them. Experi-
ence and hiftory prove thofe fages the firft benefactors of
mankind ; and completely juftify the nations who have
placed themfelves under their inftrution and guidance :
for, let us pafs through the various countries on earth,
and we fhall find the nature of their government has a
very great influence on therr dignity, improvement and
happinefs.

Tuse form of our government 1s REpuBLicAN; and
of that fpecies of Republican Government which ac-
knowledges the omnipotence of the Prorre; all the
movements of which are adapted to prelcrve the nghts,
and promote the interefts of the people.

SprEcvLATIVE men, who will think for themfielves,
may fome of them fay this form of government i1s lefs fa-
vourable to the peace and happinefs of mankind than lim-
ited monarchy. However, we have, upon {ober confidera-
tion, chofen it as moft agreeable to our genius, and moft
likely to yieid publick order and felicity. Thefe things
may be faid of it with the ftriteft truth—Could the .

robleft Ipirits of antiquity give it their attention, .they
would
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would applaud 1it: Many of the wifeft men now oy
carth admire 1t as a monument of human vifdom:
None, who think, can but {uppole, if we act 1n a tolc-
rablc degree according to its {pirit, we fhall continue
iree and happy.

Tunre FEperarL GovVvERNMENT confifts of ‘three
branches, with diftin¢t powers, which check each other,
and thereby give to liberty and order the highelt fecuri-
ty they can poffibly have, in the prefent condition of
human nature. Its Legiflative and Executive powers are
feparated : powers which, when united, are deftructive
to liberty, and a never failing {ource of cruel tyranny.
The life, liberty and property of its fubjeéts are {ecured
to them by known and eftablifhed laws; they cannot
be taken away from them but by the judgment of their
peers, after open trial.

THE EMOLUMENTS OF OFFICE are not fufficient to
infpire men with mad ambition, and embolden them to
illegal and deftructive meafures, that they may nlfe to
command, and continue themfielves in power. Butif
any fhould engage in {o fanciful and unwarrantable a
purfuit, they muft foon be difcovered by their actions,
and may eafilv be difmifled, before they have ripened
any great plan of injuftice and oppreflion. The feafons
of eleétion often return, when we may, if we pleale
change the adminiftrators of government from the firft
to the loweft ftation. There is fomething awful in be-
ing tried before the tribunal of the publick, and difmit-

{cd from an honourable office, as unworthy of confi-
dence,
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dence.  Seldom will men rifk {o great a calamity, unlefs

they are aflured of continuing long 1n power, and of
rendering themfelves {o rich and independent as to det-

pife the frowns of thofe who ornginally exalted them.

From all fuch hoepes, this conftitution of government

precludes thofe whom 1t employs. It allows of no fe-

crets of {tate ; no concealed expenditures of money; no

permanency of office, but upon the tenure of the will

of independent eletors. They may call upon their

{fervants univerfally to render a fair and full account of
their meafures and their expenfes; and if they diufap-

prove of them, they may, by their decree, difplace them

forever. Moreover; they, who admnifter the govern-

ment, are mn a very important refpet fubjelts in com-

mon with thofe over whom they rule. This i1s an ad-

mirable {courity againft 1injudicious and extravagant ex-

peafes. They cannot at any time exact an oppreffive”
tribute, without bearing a proportionable burden with

thofe whom they aflels. The fear of difgrace, therefore,

and zke love of intereff, {eem to conjoin under our gov-

crcnment with far better, though feebler principles, to

render its officers faithful— minifters of God to us for

“ p00d.”’

Tue FEpErRAL GoverRNMENT was the conftruc-
tion of wife and patriotic men. When it firt made
ts appearance, it was, in the profpect of difcerning
judges, an elegant and well defigned machine. But, as
the eye in fuch inftruments may be deceived upon cur-

fory obfervation, and the mind unable to form fure
conclufions,
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conclufions, they would not pronounce it ablolutely
cgood, until they found by repeated cxperiment it anf-
wered 1ts defigned purpofes. Has it not hitherto grati-
fied their juft expectations, and realonable wifhes?
IVMlade up of a variety of parts, altuated by different
views and interefts, undetermined by fuch coercive
power as elder governments have been—they feared it
would not have ftrength to fupport 1tfelf, and regularly
perform 1its funétions. But until this time i1t has mov-
cd on, notwithftanding partial clogs and impediments,
with a beneficent regularity. Events have proved it
bas power {ufficient to remove powerful obftructions.
InsurrECTION hath arifen, even 1n fo mild and equal
a dominion as ours. The inhabitants of the weftern
counties in Pennfylvania, deluded by felf-interefted and
ambitious men, would have profirated the L.aws, and
ruined the Un1ow, that they might have effeted theu
local interefts. After patient endurance of abufe, and
injury, the Govermment arole to avenge the wrongs
which had been done it ; to reftore liberty, and law, and
deferved obedience.  What would be the ifTue of excr-
tion, the wifeft and belt knew not ; but feared. Yctat
thccall of our BELoVvED CH1IEF, and the CONSTITUTED
AUTHoRrRiTIES, fuch a part of the Union armed, and
marched to the rebellious territory, as was neceflary to re-
{tore peace, and place every man in a ftate of fecurity.
The Government has alfo feen fit to aét with {pirit againit.
the Indian tribes inimical to us; and by the joint effort

of their negociations and arms bid fair to reftore tranquil-
lity
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ity and fafety to our frontier fettlements j and thereby
greatly increafe their growth and profperity, together
with the wealth and power of the nation. It is painful
to the benevolent ever to ufe {feverity againft enemies;
within, or without : but, when the public fafety, and
even exiftence, depend upon our doing it, we thould no
longer hefitate. We are then complétely juftified for
our appearance in the field of battle; and for dying
our garments, if it 1s needful, in blood.

Goop, under the governing providence of God, often
{prings from evil. Thofe events which appear, at firft,
altogether threatening and fad, are followed with agree-
able confequences. WNay not this remark prove appli-
cable to the evils I have mentioned ? They have been
tontrouled by the {trength of the Government : and its
fucefsful exertions for this end muft prove to the diffi~
dent, that it has vigour enough in dangerous circum-
ftances to defend and fupport itfelf. They muft con-
vince 'the evilly difpefed, they had better, by quiet and
inoffenfive éondu&, corciliate its favour, than dare 1ts
wrath, Underits operation, none, however indifferent
ind hateful to our interefts, ¢an have the front to deny,
we have profpered, in many refpets, in an unexampled
manner! We need only to confider our general fitua-
tion, and look around us, to have demontftrative proofs
of this, Where i1s the nation on ecarth in more
lecure and eafy circumftances, than we are at pre-
fent ? Where the nation more rapidly growing in num-

bers, and in the various means of profperity, fplen-
C - dour
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dour and happinefs 2 In proof of this, I eall upon you
to confider—
Sccond/y. Tre productive and -flourifhang {tate of

our ComMMERCE and AGRICULTURE, our I RADE, and

even of our common LLABOUR.

Ovur enterprize leads us by fea to the moft diftant
parts ; and through any hazards, that we may acquire
oain.  Scarcely 1s the country te-be found, where our
exports will not command a large price ; or, our moncy
not enable us to purchafe valuable cargoes. "Fhe mefi
intelligent merchants will acknowledge, there was ncver,
in any comparifon, (o large a Cominercial Capital im-
proved by their clafs of citizens, as at the prefent time—
that there was never a time when their activity was more
abundantly rewarded.  Misfortunes, indeed, will hap-
pen to fome, amid{t gencral profperity ; they always
demand our tender {ympathy.

WHEN were TRADEsMEN and ARTIsTS of every kind
more gencrally called for, and more profitably employ-
ed ? When deth the LaAzourer ftand mourning in our
ftreets, for want of employment ; and, in what land can
he gain a better hving for the {weat of hisbrows? We
fhould be infenfible to an extreme degree, did we not
think highly of our fituation in thefe refpeds, which fo
much add to our refpectability and enjoyment!

Bur, if the Sea-PorTs rejoice and are glad, doth
not the CouvnTrY join with them in their joy ¢ They
arc members one of another: they feel publick happi-

nefs as one body. When had the Hubandmas {tronger
inducements
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inducements of profit to extend his-agriculture? Al
his articles are 1n demand ; they bring a price unheard
of before. If, by the blefiing of God upon his labours,
his produce 1s abundant, he muft, in our prefent ci
cumitances, rife faft in wealth and independence. -

X PERIENCE, founded upon the obfervation of {cvergs -
vears, {eems to encourage the pleafing expectation, tluti-
notwithftanding the prefent plenty of money (hould
ceafe, together with the prefent extraordinary demand
for all with which we can {upply foreign countries (as
they foon moft certainly will) ftll their interefts and
wanits will 1n common be {fuch, as to maintain our Com-
merce and Hufbandry in a flourtfhing ftate, if we ex-
ert ourfelves with the vigour which becomes us.

Again

Thirdly. W e have eflcaped many and {ad evils, with
which other nations have, at the fame tune, been griev-
oufly affli¢ted. Every day ftrengthens the profpeét of
our continuance in a ftate of peace.

THE larger part of Europe hath been involved in the
miferies of war, while we have been 1n the {tate of high
prolperity. Fraxeckg, though proud with victory, has
{cen {cenes of horror, and felt diftrels in 21l her depart-
ments. The rich and luxuriant plains of FLANDERS
prefent us with armed hofts, taken cities, and defolated
fields. Srain 1s deeply alarmed with the armies of
her ancient rival within her dominions : fhe beholds
their progrefs, her cities and fortreffes yielding to their

attack, with unutterable pain: enfeebled with fear, fhe
C 2 knows
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knows not what to do, or whither to turn herfelf {os
fatety. GreaT BriTain groans with her great com-
mercial loffes, the murmur of difcontent, growing tax-
es, a moft expenfive war—and, yet, the iflue fadly dubi-
ous. O Poraxp, whe can but tenderly commiferate
thee! Thy beloved and patriotic General taken—taken
alive by an indignant enemy, who will heal his wounds
only that fhe may expofe him to ignominy, and {ubje&
him to more cruel death! His army conquered and dif-
perfed! Your liberties at the will of defpotic mafters,
who will rigidly exert all the rights of conqueit !

Y ET, during thefe calamities which have befallen oth-
cr nations, peace and profperity, with but few interrup-
tions, have dwelt in our borders, and made glad our
houfes. The dark clouds which {fome time fince arofe
around us, threatening injury and war, we hope are cf-
fectually difperfed by our Ambaflador of peace, and
equitable accommodation. If fo; we muft ever efteem
ourfelves under vaft obligations to the wife and good
Counfellors, who advifed conciliatory, inftead of rafh
and refentful meafures. They have fhielded us, by an
exertion which reafon, religion and humanity ever ap-
prove, from wounds, perhaps incurable wounds, in our
youth.  Probably, they have gained us time for our ex-
panfion and growth, tjll we fhall arrive to the fulnefs
of flature and firength, which will enable us to defpile
all who infult, and rife up againft us. But, we fhould
be bafely ungrateful, if, amidft other inftances of prof-
perity, we were unmindful-—

Fourthly.



IS
Fourtkly. OF our RELIGIOUS circumfitances. |

We enjoy the religion of JESUS CHRIST ; the beft
calculated of any religion, with which God has ever
blefled mankind, to enlighten, purify and ennoble us:
To render us good men, good citizens, good rulers ;
To prepare us for nobler {cenes of being, when we are
taken from this ftate, by death, But, what is peculiar
to us in this refpect, we enjoy this Divine Religion, free
from the appendages which human policy has attached
to the poflefiion of it, in every other place. ¥ We have
no inquifitorial power, ditating to us our faith, upon pe-
nalty of racks and gibbets. We may examine for our-
{elves, uncontrouled by any authority, but that of God,
No Efablifiment excludes us from places of truft,
honour and profit, becaufe we will not profefs a form of
Chriftianity, which the State enjoins, Every one in this
land of truly religious liberty thinks, believes and wor-
fhips in the way he chuies, without fubjecting himf{elf
to civil difadvantages. The Minifters of Religion are here
chofen by thofe who hear them; they lLive by their
erants 3 and their fupport is neither appreflive to indi-
viduals, nor the public. 'We have therefore the happi-
nefs of enjoying the beft religion ; not only {0, but the
beft religion, freed from thofe additions which have
perplexed, and grievoufly diftrefled other parts of the
Chriftian world. I mention— |

FifthZy. Tae ftage of this fociety in which we live,

Tuis remark, I think, may gratefully engage the

minds of the prefent generation, and their immediate
fucceflors.
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fucceflors.  Stztes, when they have arrived to the fulleft
muaturity of wealth, power and i{plendour, their fituation
admits of, have nothing to hope ior further.  They
have no netw unprovements to occupy thewr mnds, and
increafe their enjoyment. Novelty has gone its whole
round ; greater acceffions of reputation, wealth and
power they cannot expelt. No: they mufl expect de-
cline and mortification, according to the courfe of hu-
man affairs.  For the {ame reafon I fhould prefer youth
and carly manhood, ever employed, lively, and full of
hope, to complete manhood and old age, when we ev-
ery day become lefs a&ive, and lefs pleafed, 1 fhould
prefer the prefent period of our nation, for my life, to
thie more perfect ftate to which it will gradually advance,
"L liiere is nothing in our fituation to render us indolent.
Every thing conipires to render us active. COMMERCE
1s continually extending her bounds, and becoming more
lucrative,  Our AcricurLTuRAL 1nterelt daily im-
proves. *“ The wildernefs becomes a fruitful field, and
the defert bloffoms as the rofe.” ScieExce and the
ArTs have growing encouragement, and are conftantly
making progrels towards higher perfection. CHR1sTI-
ANITY, delivered from the embarrafiiments with which
he has hitherto been opprefled, will gradually appear
more amiable and divine ; and recommend herfelf more
powerfully to our choice and fervice; as well as the
reverence, affe€ion and devotion of all our fcllow
creatures, who are acquainted with us. Moreover, he!

oid States, thofc vices are continually increafing m num-
ber
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berand {trength, which difturb the publick peace, which
threateén deftruction, and awake diftrefling apprehenfions
in the munds of the well difpofed and induftrious. Nu-
merous caufes prornife our poiterity 1in future time the
more {plendid circumftances which flatter and pleafe ma-
ny munds more than our prefent cohdition. We will
leave them to our defcendants without an envious wifh.
Still, affedtionately attached to their weltare, may we
labour with zeal to render them wifer, more unproved,
and happier than we have been. Let us convince the
world, if poflible, focieties founded in wifdom, and train-
cd up with difcretion, may avoid the.evils which have
heretofore ruined the moft-celebrated nations which
have exifted ; and continue profperous and happy, till
the prefent conftitution of things i1s changed by 1ts Au-
thor and Supreme Governor.

[N many important refpects, therefore, we are highly
diftinguifthed, at the prefent time, with the bleflings of
God.  We have an excellent government, agreeable
profpetls, an excellent religion.  'With the utmoft pro-
pricty may we fay to each other with cheerful counte-
nances—<* We are a people peculiarly favoured of Hea-
ven.  Well may the GREAT SouRrcE of all our bleflings
addrefs us, * What could I have done more to my vinc-
vyard, that I'have not done 1n it ?”’ We will now con-
ider the latter divifion of our text.

II. “ WrnererForE when I looked that it fhould bring
“ forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? And now

“goto; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
« |




[ 24 ]

¢« T will take away the hedge thereof, and it thall be eaten;
““ up; and break down the wall thereof, and it fhall be
* trodden down; and I will lay 1t wafte; it fhall not be
‘¢ pruned, nor digged, but there {hall come up briars and
“* thorns: I will alfo command the ¢louds that they rain
*¢ no rain upon 1t.” |

Tue land of Judea trifled with, and abufed her
privileges, civil and facred, and feels the full foree of
thefe threatenings, Mightier States and Empires de-
clare by their degradation, or ruin, they have followed
her in her difobedicnce.—The UNI1TED STATES OF
AMERICA are now his vineyard, and the SEPARATE
StATES are his pleafant plants. But if when he looks
upon us * for judgment, he beholds oppreflion; and
for righteoufnefs, he beholds a cry”—Whenever we for-
fake our Government, and guard it not from violas
tion by {pirited efforts—=Whenever we grow jealous of
men whofe education, wifdom and morals ought to
in{pire us with confidence ; and chufe unprincipled
perfons to reprefent us—Whenever we divide into in:
veterate parties, and dre ruled by the {pirit of faGion—
Whenever the States renounce their snion—Whenevet
we allow a governing influence to FOREIGN COURTS
who univerfally with our declenfion, and would aid our
weaknefls, and deftrution—Whenever we become 1m-
plous, idle, and profligate— Whenever thefe catfes bes
gin to operate with fuccefs amongft us, we fhall begin
to enfeeble, our glory will depart, and we fhall follow to

{uffering and ruin the States which have gone before us.
Bur
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Bur if this unhappy condition fhould be fuoiz ours, we
fhall be of all people the moft unworthy. We {hall
prove ourfelves deferving the worft judgments of
Heaven ; and fhall give to wife and thinking perfons
throughout the world affe€ting evidence that mankind
deferve not, and therefore ought not to be free, and
happy !

W E cannot more acceptably prove to our Divine Be-
nefactor, this day, our unfeigned gratitude for his un-
merited mercies, than, by effectually refolving we will
ourfelves live worthy their continuance ; and by teach-
ing our delcendants, in the moft perfuafive manner we
are able, to follow our example.

I now conclude with the advice of that GREAT AND
coop MaxN, who formerly led our armies with fuccefs ;
and now prefides at the head of the FEpeErar Gov-
ERNMENT with the affe&tionate tendernefs of a parent :
Let s befeech ALMIGHTY GOD ¢toimpartall the
“ bleffings we poflefs, or afk for ourfelves, to the whole
“ family of mankind.” In this {pirit we thall fervently
pray for his benediction upon any of our Conntrymen 1n
bonds and diftrefs, wherever they are. May HE ever
hear, and blefs us !

FINTIS.
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