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THANKSGIVINGSERMON,
e Lo AC IS (T I T ZE

My BRETHREN,

& N an occalion, and under crrctim-
-%ﬁgjé {x :
@? = oy flances like the prefent, a preacher
S e _ |
f“’ﬁ f fg”ﬁ e of moderate invention can find no

E g_g\ L 7 want of fubjetts, in the ufe of which
dg’?&% he may advantageoufly guide the

O devotional contemplations of this
day. They prelent themlelves from {uch innumera-
ble fources, that the principal difficulty lies in {elett-
ing, Public and fervent gratitude to the Supreme
Governour of the world, is the appointed, the {pecial,
and the indifpenfable duty before us. The whole
immenfity of the Divine goodnefs, in its wide extent,
and 11 the endlefs channels through which it flows,
is the proper balis of this gratitude. What kindnels
God has fhewn to you, or to me, to your friends, or
to my friends, 1s by no mcans the exclufive rcafon
why we fhould unite in rendering to him our warm-

oft acknowledgments. Al the riches of his unlimit-
cd
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ed benevolence, diffufed through all parts of the uni.
verfe, and fliding down through the lapfe of ages, to
whom{oever, and under whatever circumftances dif-
penfed, conftitute the reafon of, and prefent an infinite-
ly perfuafive motive to this great duty. But who, if
he had a thoufand tongues to fpeak with, and a
thoufand ages to fpeak in, could diftintly defcribe.
all that is difplayed of benignity, in the works, in the
prowdencc, and in the everlafting plan of God ? It
is, 1n truth, bcyond all finite comprehenfion ; and, there-
fore, beyond all finite utterance, For myfelf, wheth-
er my aitention be turned to the inexhauftible treai-
ures of knowledge, of fupport, and of happinels, ex-
ifting in what God has formed ; or to the momentary
aids, proteCtions, and comforts, difpenfed in’his prov-
idence to unnumbered millions of beings ; to the fa-
vor exercifed towards holy, and the long {ultering
exercifed tawards unholy creatures ; whether 1 con-
template the fiat, by which this fair {yftem fprang 1n-
to birth; thecrols, by which a guilty world is redeem-
ed ;* or the conflagration, by which a {lill more glo-
rious fyltem is to rife out of the afhes of this; wheth-
er 1 look backward, or forward, through time, or 1n-
to eternity, in other countries, or my own ; or think
of the prefent, and elpecially of the future triumphs
of the Church of Chrift, I am overwhelmed with the
vafllnefs of the idcas, which crowd upon my mind,
and feel athamed of the coldnefs, with which my {flen-
der gratitude moves, and the poverty of language, 1n
which it 1s expreflzd.

From

¥ Provifionally with refpetto all ; and effeftually, inail cafes, 1n which rejecs
tion prevents not its falutary 1nfluence,
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From the {ublimity of this great whole, I am com-
pelled, my brethren, to come down. From this ever.
blooming garden of divine benignity, extended over
the whole bofom of nature, and far more copioully
enriched than the primeval paradife of our firft pa-
reots, I can only pluck and fhew you two or three
flowers ; whofe texture, and beauty, howcver, you
cannot oblerve unmoved,

As thp gratitude, to which we are invited this day,
by our Chief Magiltrate, has a more immediate re-
{pett to thofe public circumflances in our country, both
municipal, and national, which peculiarly demand it;
to this part of the fcene et us for a moment attend.
And here, with great propriety, might your attcntion
be turned to the almoft unparalleled national profper-
1ty,* with which Providence diftinguifhcs us ; our hith-
erto fortunate exemption from war, cipecially that
fingularly bloody one, which now exhaults the na-
~tions of Euarope ; the increafing, and pleafing retire-
ment of all fanguinary ftruggles, from between us and
the tribes which inhabit on our frontiers ; the abun-

dance

# Scarce any circumfance has induced the preacher to quaftion his capacity
of judging, with tolerable exaltnefs, on ‘an:; fubjeft of this nature, more, than
the grave manner in which feveral refpe@able members of Conzicfs have hefitated
to admit that the United S:ates are in a coudition of national prefperity,  But it is
pollible that he may be right, 2nd they wrong,  Surely, if a rapid inereafe of pop-
ulation, with the competent means of a comfortable fubliflence, which, if I do
not mifreshember, Mr. Paley makes the prime 0bje@ of government ; if indi-
vidual growing opulence ; if a pradigioulls extenfive and lucrative commerce ;
If the government of law, pot of foice s iF anincreale of almoft cvery valua-
ble commod:ty, which renders it ncarly tmpollible that the induflricus thould
want ; if the cvident growth of knowledge, with a great multiplication of the
means of preferving and diftufing it 5 1f public peace, and domellic repofe, are
marks of national profperity, our condition muft be finzilatly profperous,
Whether it be owing to this czule, or the other, is anuther quellion, The great
Firft Caufe, to 2l bat Asheifls, is Divine,
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dance which flows in our cup ; the rapid progrefs of
commerce, arts, and learning, of population, and ag-
ricultural improvements, by which our Atlantic feitle-
ments vie with the crowded cities of Europe, and in-
hofpitable forefts are converted into fruitful fields ; the
continuance and accumulated ftrength of our National
Government, the excellency of which experience,
.the beft inftruélor, has clearly evinced ; and the en-
~ tire prefervation of our public liberties, civil and re-
higious. In the view of thele things, your gratitude
might be forcibly urged : For they are diftinguifhed
mercies, which come down from the open hand of
everlafting kindnefs. But, as the time confines us to
narrower limits, I fhall take leave, with refpeét to
public mercy, to concentrate your attention to a
fingle objefl, a fingle charater. Your admiration,
and, it is to be hoped, your warmelt gratitude, ever
accompanying your Maker’s goodnels, anticipates
what 1 am going to fay. The Man, the rich gift
of a merciful God to the Republic of North Ameri-
ca, it isto be prefumed, is in yoar view. The amia-
ble, the relpeflable, the never to be lorgotten
WASHINGTON, who took us by the hand, when 1n
the cradle of our political exiftence, who has been
{o long at the head of our viftorious armics, and of
our Federal Councils, who has fuffered fo much 1n
our behalf, and, under God, wrought fueh falvations
in our favour, 1s, to our world, but cipecially to our
country, one of the molft confpicuous memorials of

the Divine merey.
In what 1s about to be faid, miftake me not.
Think not, that I dcfign to be guilty of adula-
tion
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sion towards the stax, mn prejudice of the gratitude
which is due to the munificient Being, whole agency
is the invifible fource of all good, and whofe {ove-
reignty fetteth up one, and putteth down another.*
It is in aid to your gratitude, that the charatter is In-
troduced. And itis introduced now, becaufe no pe-
riod can prefent the obligation with more weight than
the prefent. The circumftance of the Prefident’s
retiring, at this time, voluntarily and irrecoverably,
from all public funflions, ftrongly peints out this as
a peculiarly fit occafion, to recognize and adore the
fignal goodnels of God, in what %e has been made
the eminent inftrument of procuring. Be it allo re-
membered, that, though gratitude be primarily due
to God, as the great firft caufe and munificent foun-
tain of all good ; yet it is, on principles of indifpu-
table equity, due fecondarily, and in an inferior
{enfe, to the creature, who has done us effential fer-
vice, 1f,therefore, while we {uggelt fome of the rea-
fons for gratitude, which appear-in the individual, in
this great human charatter, a decent tribute of re-
ipett fhould be paid to the charalter itfelf, it is pre-
fumed that no fricnd to God, and the public happi.
nels, will be difplealed.,

Had

* As the author is folicitous 0 efcape the cenfure, of hanging too fondly about
the creature, 1u hns way to the Creator ; and would by no means offend the pious
mind, 1n its habitual wifh, to {ce the hand of God, 2s nearly a5 pollible, in all the
good that takes place ; he requefts Ieave, in a note, to prefent this example of i,
1o alliance with fuch paffages of fcripture as thefe : Plalm Ixxxvii. 7. " All my
fprings are in thee,” Pfalm cxxvii, 1. ¢ Except the Lord build the houfe, they
labor in vain that build it.” John iii. 27, ** A man can receive nothing, ex-
cept it be given him from heaven,”  A&ts xvii, 26, * In him we live and move
and have our being.’* Romans xi. 36, * For of him, and tq hitn, and through
bem, are all things ; to whom be glory forever, Amen,”
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_ Had1 not have gotten too far, in this part of the dif.
courfe, to make ufe of a text, it would naturally enough
be found 1n the following words :

jubD GES iii. g, 10,11

And when the children of Ifrael cried unto the Lovd,

~the Lord rayfed up a deliverer to the children of If.

- yacl, who delivered them, even Othniel, the Jorvof Ke-
naz, Caled’s younger brother. And the fpirit of  the
Lord came upon huim, and he judged Ifrael, and went
ot to war ; and the Lord ds[z"z:cred"cwcfﬂ-nﬂ‘a-

© thaims king of Mefopotamia into huis hand : And his
hand prevailed againft Cigfhan 1yﬁatﬁazm. And the
lantd had refl fdnfy ywrs

AS this paffage may, at leaft, add fome weight and
authonty to our remarks as. we go along, it may not
be | 1mpruper to obferve, that the pofterity of Abra-
ham, in the line of Ifaac and Jacob, -were a people;
whom God-vauchfafed to take into a peculiarly. near
relation to himfelf, and to call his people. He fpread
over them the wing of his almighty prote€tion.
Though in anger he occaflionally withdrew it, and
chaftened them for their apoltafies, he forgot not,
that they were the progeny of Abraham his friend,
and a people whom he had redeemed from the houle
of bondage. In every manner did he confult their
benefit. He was Fehovah their ftrength. He put
their enemies to flight befere their invincible hofts,
fettled them in fecure poffcflion of the good land of
promife, and caufed it to pour from its bofom ample

harvefts, to enrich their habitalions, But in {carce
| an}r
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any thing was his paternal care more tenderly extend-
ed over them, than in interpofing, when they were
broken by the iron rod of oppreflion, and, in
audience of their cries, extricating them out of
the hands of their cruel oppreflors, through the infifu-
mentality of fome eminent charatter, who was raifed
up for. that particular purpofe. Of this we have fev-
eral diftin& examples recorded in the book of Judges.

As the defeats, captivities, and affli€tions, to which
this people were occafionally abandoned, were the
juft punifhment of their difobedience ; fo all the di-
vine interpofitions in their behalf, to refcue them from
their {ufferings, were in fovercign and diftinguthing
mercy, for which all poflible gratitude was due.
And it 1s evidently in honor to the divine mercy,
that thefc events are rccorded. But it is important -

to remark, that the individual charallers, who were
mtroduced on the theatre ofpublic aftion, and made

the- illuftrious inftruments of thele deliverances, are
named with particular refpett, as examples, in which
the mercy of God fhone moft confpicuoully upen
his people.

The mterpofition of God, in behalf of his Ameri-
can Ifrael, has been as fignal, and ought to be as dec-
voutly honored. And the circumftances in both
cafes are fo fimilar, that the correfpondent duty mult
ftrike our minds with peculiar force. After our an-
ceftors had been led out of their houfe of bondage,
over an Ocean, as diflicult of paflage as the Red Sea,
the wildernefs, and Jordan ; and had been made fo
far {uccefsful in driving the idolatrous favages before
them, as to obtain a comfortable fettlement in this

B then
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then inhofpitable, but now pleafant land ; it pleafed
God, perhaps for the wrongs which were done to his
goodnels, to give them, and efpccially their poflerity,
up, to the gradual encroachments of arbitrary power,
until we were completely loaded with the oppreflive
fhackles of a foreign and crucl government. How
calamitous was our lot, under the hand of the princi-
pal ageots of this government ! They ufed us as
flaves ; ilripped us of our property ; maltreated and
{lew many of our countrymen ; fkirted our borders
with fleets and armies ; inftigated the favages to dcf-
olate our frontiers ; and prefented us with no alter-
native, but unconditional fubmiflion,or entire excifion,
In conneflion with perfonal exertions, we had re-
courle, in this dilemma, by thc molt {folemn appeals
and proftrations, to the God of our fathers. He heard
eur prayer, in heaven his holy dwelling place, and
raifed up a deliverer, to us, the children of his Ameri-
can Ifrael, even GEORGE WASHINGTON. And
the fpirit of the Lord came upon him,and, placing him-
{elf at the head of ourarmies, he wenf out towar ; and
the Lord delivered the armies of the king of Great Britain
into bis hand, end hus hand prevaled againft the king of
Great Britain ; and the land has had reft thirteen years.

Thisdeliverance was incalculably great.  And fuch
it mult appear to be, to every confiderate mind,
which is able to comprehend, with any tolerable juft-
nefs, the econtraflt which there is, between our prefent
fituation, and what we muft {uppofle it would have

been, had the defigns of our oppreflors {ucceeded.*
And

* Colonization, according to the [yltem of European politics, proceeds on fearce

abetter principle, than the management of the overgrown planter, who fends
hi2
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And as our obligations of gratitude to God are valft,
in proportion to the greatnels of the deliverance ; fo
they rife high in regard to the deliverer ; wheth-
er we confider the allonithing qualtfications, with
which he was furnifhed ; the long, and hazardous
ftruggles he has been made willing to fuftain ; the
confiftent, refpeétable, and generous part he has been
influenced to att ; the wildom, with which his plans
have been concerted ; the calm and patient fortitude,
with which he has borne oppofition ; or the general
fuccefs, which has crowned his cxertions, during the
long time he has moved at the head of our military
and civil departments. There are feveral circums-
ftances, 1n relation to this diftinguifhed chara&er,
which, as they difplay the divine mercy to us, and
call for our gratitude to him, are perhaps without a
parallel. I need notinform you, that the elevated
ftation he was called to fill, while at the head of our
armies, was extremely arduous ; and attended with,
what would have been, to any other man, and to him,
without a peculiar blefling, infurmountable difficui-
tics. A people fpread abroad over an extenfive ter-
1itory,
his lealt valued flives abroad to level diltant forefls, and reduce, to a produiive
culture, a new territory,  Profit is the obje@.  To fecure this, government malt
be efBcient.  And that it be efficient, it mutl be decifive; with a tone, flern, and
awlel, 19 proportion as diltance from the throne renders its admimiftration more
difficult, Every privilege, and every pairiotic cffort, appioxinates, in tile
opinion of government, towards independence.  And they, as all hiftorv teflifies,
who are lo unfortunaie as 10 7o into an open rupture for that independence, with-
out fuccefs, arc bound down inevitably swith tighter chains,  n this, ancient and
modern politics perf &ty harmaonize.,  The moft diltant provinces of the Roman
Empire wore a far heavier yoke than the municipal towns of Italy : And 1t s
well known, that the waves which roll in the vaft waters, between the tvo

Jliands of Britain and Sumatia, 1ath the fhores of Indoftun often with the havics
of a fecond deluze,
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ritory, unfkilled in arms, fwayéd by ftrong local pre.
judices, wholly unaccultomed to the patient perfever-
ance of a doubtful contention in war, were to be har-
monized in their feelings, and led; with unremitting
zeal, to concentrate their efforts to the one great ob-
jett, the defence of all. Had a man of feeble con-
ceptions, of unpopular talents, of a captious temper,
of alpiring defigns, and wholc condutt upon the whole
would bave been calculated to detach, rather than to
conciliate, been at the head of our affairs ; efpecially
in the firlt ftages of the controverfy, when we molt
needed a point of union, what an immenfe, probably
- jrreparable, injury it would have been to our caule !

Befides, refources were to be drawn from quarters,
whence it was next to impoffible that they fhould be
derived. An undifciplined multitude, under the name
of an army, ever changing its fubjeéls, and quitting
one want, but to embrace another, was to be kept to-
gether ; made to meet with firmnefs the veterans of an
old country ; or to fuftain with patience the long and
tedious marches, the decampments, the retreats, the
fickneffes, and the poverty of a protratled war, An
arduous bufinefls moft certainly. Every thing per-
taining to reputation, property, and lie, was, with
thefe profpefts in view, to be virtually devoted. And
nothing fhort of the moft inflexible fortitude, under
circumftances inexpreflibly trying, fupcrior to the In-
fluence of craft, of bribery, and terror, would have
lalted a day. And from whom could all this be ex-
pefted ? Was this affemblage of rare talents found in
the man we love ? Yes: Our amiable Walfhington

was eminently fitted by Providence, in all thele re-
fpca%
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ipeCs, to all the part of our deliverer.  He virtaal-
ly made all thele facrihces.  He encountered all thefe
difficulties. He excrciled all this patience. By his
conciliatory condutt, he concenirated allminds. By
the confiltency and dignity, which he difplayed on all
occafions, he intimidated our enemies, baflled theiy
defigns, won the public confidence, and held in ad-
vantageous poize the public counlels, and the public
operations. He fubdued prejudices, wrought won-
ders almolt without any means, and led an unformed
army to regularity and conqueft, His integrity rofe
{uperior to the moft potent temptations, which an op-
ulent government could profier.

And here, my fcllow citizens, let me afk you to
look back and confider, what would have become of
our little, fhattered, defponding army, on feveral oc-
cafions, had it not been for the tte, which the aftonifh-
ing influence of his charatter formed ! How certain-
ly would our enemies have f{wallowed them up, had
he not dextroufly concealed their weaknefs, which
was fometimes extremec ! How foon diflipated would
have been our {canty fortuncs,had not his own vigi-
lant cconomy embraced every thing! And how ir-
retrievably low would our affairs have funk, had he
been capable of the mcrcenary conduét of an Arnold!
How certain would have been our deftruflion, had
he abandoncd his poft, when the deficiencies of the
country, and the preffure of circumf{tances, moft ftrong-
ly provoked him to it!

It 15, moreover, to be obfcrved, that almoft all oth-
er great charatters, who have figured in government,

or inarms, have had ample pecuniary rewards in view,
and
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and frequently have accumulated immenfe fortunes ;
an ohjeft to which their cfforts were {upremely di-
refted.* But our illufturious Wafhington, with a dif-
intereftednefs almoft fingular, bas fuftained all this long
and arduous ltruggle, wholly unrewarded,¥ fave by
the approbation of his own mind, and the teftimony,
which 1s borne 1n all grateful hearts, that he bas not
cealed to deferve well of his country. Inftead of
drawing property from the vitals of his country, which

it certainly was in his power to do, he has made a
great and a cheerful facrifice.

Again, moft other men who have had capital influ-
- ence in rcvolutions, or led powerful armies to viclo-
1y, have been ftimulated by the bafelt ambition. Hav-
ing completed the deltruttion of the public encmy,
they have appropriated dominion to themlelves, be-
come tyrants over the country they profefled to de-
fend, and perhaps tran{mitted the people to their de-
{cendants as indefeafible property. How many exam-
ples of this nature does hiftory furnifh ? But our de-
liverer, the great Wathington, though, to fay the leaft,
conjeturc was flattering, as he had an incenfed army
nearly devoted to his will, ever paid a moft fcrupu-
lous relpett to the exifting civil government, in 2all 1ts

branches.

* The celebrated achievements of the famous Frederic the 111d, when nare
rowly examined, appear to have been accomplifhed in a paltry ftruggle for prop-
erty, to which his claim was extremely queflionable.  And the great Duke of
Marlborough was accufed of avaricioufly amafliag great riches, in the wars of the
Low Countrics, See Life of Frederic the I11d, and Millot's Elements of tac
Hiftory of Engiand.

+ It is true, the Prefident receives an annual falary of twenty five thoufand dol-
Jars, But this, if I am not mifinformed, is fcarcely adcquate to the defraying of

his inevitable ofncial expenfes. But if it were properly of the nature of a re-
ward, what wonld it be ? It is nat equal to the income of cven the Prince of
Walcs, for a fortmght,
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branches. And, when he had returned the fivord of
war intoits fheath, he generoully {tepped down from
the exalted height, to which luccels had raifed him,
afluaged the tumults of a diffolving army, by lenients
wholly patriotic, divelted himlelf of the robe of power,
became a mere citizen, and retired to the upambi-
tious calm of rural, and domeltic hfe.

But his charafler, as our deliverer, was not finifhed,
when he came to the end of the toils of war. Sum-
moned by the call of his country, he again re-
nounced the tranquil comforts of his home and his
farin, and launched on the perilous ocean of his po-
hitical carcer.  Now the patriotic and the prudent,
plealed to fee the veflel, in which fo much had been
embarked, fafely moored in the defired harbor,
trembled, left, in a new, untried, and diflant voyage,
jome difaftrous ftorm fhould dafh hard upon her, and
ipoil her comelinefs.

But the winds and ftorms have beat in vain. So-
licitude is turned into the greeting of increafed joy.
The great and good man aflifted, you know,in form-

ing our excellent federal conflitution. To the Head

of the Executive Department, the Firft Chair of Gov-
ernment, he was conduted, by the unanimous fuf-
frages of the people. There he has executed his
high, and important truft, through cight long years of
dreadful uncertainty and hazard, expofed to intrigues
abroad, and the attacks of fa@ion at home; held firm
the reins of conftitutional government, repelled the at-
tacks of our infidious adverfaries, kept off the [courge
of war, maintained the public confidence, and guard-
ed the public liberties with an equal hand. Having

completed
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completed this great work, he is now voluntarily retir.
ing from bis official relation to us, with the fame gen.
erofity and dignity, which he has ever difplayed ; is
taking a final and [olemn farewell of his country, with
refpelt to any public connection with it; and is again
devoting him{elf to the tranquillity of old age, and do-
meltic life. "

Here paufe again, and maturely confider, the in-
efttmable mercy, the peculiar care of a aracious God,
in this cafe, extended to our courtry.. And, while
you take leave of this firft political charaller in our
country, and perhaps in our world, who has been as
a Father with you, through {o long and fo arduous a
~ ftruggle, let tears of gratitude to God, run down your
cheeks ; and join, on the elevated key of public
praile, the acclamations of this day, that he hath gra<
cioully vouchlafed to diftinguith, and enrich you fo
highly, 1a this his {ervant. And that you may feel
the obligation the more, confider for a moment, here,
the vaft importance, in times {fo perilous, when old
fyltems of government werc diffolving, and new ones
were to be formed ; when the bonds by which we
were holden together were extremely feeble ; when
the jealouly of party was in danger of fapping the
foundation of our political exiftence ; when we were
expofed to intrigue and faltion ; when it was with the
utmolt difficulty that the {hip of ftate could be {teer-
ed fo asto ftrike neither Scylla nor Charybdis ; of our
having fuch a man at the helm, in whom the conf-
dence of all could be freely placed; who might be a
bond of union to all ; who could extend his views a-

broad with fuch extenfive difcernment, and keep his
courle
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courle fo fteadily. The mercy 1s very great. Cal-
umny, in this cale, is the balell ingratitude. It has
the ghaltly form of a hiffing hydra* But this fifty-
headed monfter has done its worft. And it has done
nothing but add to the blacknefs of its own foul
mouths. Our country is at peacé, and, the tumbling
of fpeculators apart, in great profperity. And the'good,,
~and great man retires, loaded with the beft honors
which were ever borne, the admiration and blefling,
of the beft part of a free, and underflanding people.
May his laft days be the peaceful fequel of an hon-
orable, and ufeful life, and a preparation for the blifs of
the righteous. May his lalt, and beflt advice be im-
prefled on every heart ; and his great political cx-
ample be imprefled on every eye ; that all, as cii-
zens of the moft happy of all countries, may adopt
the one, and imitate the other.

Lelt, in admiration of the man, you criminally lofe
fight of thatall perfeft Being, who formed and endow-
ed bim, and to whom, therefore, gratitude is {uprem: ::iy
due; I muftagain entreat you,toviewall thatis great,
ufeful, or amiable in bim, or 1n the part he has been
enabled. to aft, as fo many rich difcoveries, of the
overflowing benignity of the blefled God, towards us:

GIVE me leave now to afk your attention to
quite another objet, wholly diffimilar to this, yet fuch
as ought to be particularly noticed, in the grateful
acknowledgments of thisday. It was obferved, inthe
beginning of this dilcourfe, that from among exhauft-

lels

% Quinguaginta airis immanis hiatibus Ilydra,——Vircte.

¢
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lefs difplays of divine goodaefs, calling for our grati-
tude, the time would allow me to feleét and dwell
upon but two or three. Qur duty, refpeting the ob-
jett I now have in my eye, will, perhaps, ftrike your
minds advantageoufly, under a quotation from the
Pfalms, which, if you pleale, you may cenfider as a
_hew text, to a new {ubject.

PSALM i 1, 2, 3, 4 ¢

Blefs the Lord, O my foul ; and all that is within me,
blefs his holy name.  Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and
forget not all tus benefits.  Who forgivedh all thine
iniquities : Who healeth all thy difeafes : Who redeem-
eththy Life from deflrucion : Who crowneih thee witk
Iovivg krdnefs, and tender mercies : Who fatisfieth
thy moutre with good things, fo that thy youlh is renew-
ed like the eagles.

THE lalt verfe of this paffage prefents to our
minds a firiking memento of the annual tide of di-
vine mercy. Did we ever know, on the whole, a
more produttive {ealon, than that which is paft ? Has
it not covered our tables, filled our markets, and
diffufed plenty through our whole territory ? No par-
ticular judgment has fallen on any part of the hufband-
man’s toil.  Or,at leaft, none which has been general-
ly felt. The cries of the great multitude of the poor
in diftant countries,* are {carce at all heard in our
ftreets. The paths of that ample and munificent
Providence, which prefides over the feafons, drop

marrow and fatnels to us. ¢ He crowneth the year
with

* Ariﬁﬁg, however, not from the narrownefs of providential {upplies, buz
from the inequalities produced, by feudzl {fyftems, and oppreflive mealures,
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with his goodnefs. He fendeth fprings into the val-
leys, which run among the hills. He watereth the
hills from his chambers ; the carthi is {utisfied with
the fruit of thy works. Hc cavfethihe grans o srow
for the cattle, and herb for the fervice of man ; that ue
may bring forth food out of the carth: And wine
that maketh glad the heart of man, and oil to muke
his face to fhine,and bread which {trengtheneth man’s
heart. O Lord, how manifold are thy waiks! in
wif{dom haft thou made them all : The earth is tull
of thy riches. O that men would praife the Lord for

his goodnels, and for his wonderful works unto the
children of mea !”

But another branch of the paffage is, ¢ Who heal-
eth all thy dileales : Who redeemeth thy life from
deftruftion.” Here the tear of painful remembrance
may poflibly ftart from fome of your eycs. Some
parts of our common country have been vifited with
noxious and fatal dileafes. We ourfelves have felt,
with more feverity than we ever felt before, the hand
of the jufily indignant Lord of heaven and earth.
With the flowing tide of bis unnumbered bountcs,
he has righteoully intermixed th~ fad ingredient of a
wide-preading death. You will remember how fre-
quently we trod the dreary way to the grave, the houfe
appointed for all living. Some of the dear objiéls
of your affeion, who n..ticipaied in the comforts of
your ample board ot ihe lalt thankfgiving day, you
have been obliged .o depofit with the dead. And
the heaving figl: of tender remembrance will, I
doubt not, follow them to the place where they lie

mouldering to cuft, So uncertain are all our carth-
b
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ly comforts. 8o fleeting is every human joy. So
proper it Is for us to rejoice, in prefent things, as
ﬂfbugh we rejoiced not ; and to remember, in our
bﬁﬁ temporal condition, in our higheft worldly eleva-
tion, that man 1s altogether vanity. So proper 1t is,
to be in the habitual refleion, that the fathion of
this world, however enchanting, pafleth away.

Yet, my friends, let not your remembrance of the
afthiétive fcene, which has elapfed, be too poignant ;
nor let it chill, at all, the fervor of our gratitude to
him, who healeth all our difeafes. Several of you
were dangeroudly fick, with the epidemic dilordery
to whom now the vigor of health is reftored. The
lives of thofe God has eminently redeemed from
deftruftion. To fuch the debt of gratitude is pecu-
liarly great. Confider, moreover, that we are pun:
ithed far lefs than our iniquities deferve ; that, in
the midft of judgment, God bath remembered mer-
cy ; and that his kindnefs, even when in the depths
of our diftrefs, fuperabounded the ftrokes of bis dil-
pleafure. -

Iet us mourn for our fins, which provoked him to
chaften us with fo much feverity ; and mingle godly
forrow, with godly joy. He faw fit, in undeferved
compaffion, to command the plague to ftay. He has,
in the iffue, compafled us about with fohgs of deliv-
erance. Very juftly might we all have been cutdown:
For we are, except wherein his grace reftrains us,
cumberers of his ground. To him folely it is to be
afcribed, that fo many of us are alive,and (hat exten-

five health, with its concomitant enjoyments, is again

reffored. We are the living. And why are we the
llvmgg
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living, but to praife God ? ¢ The living, the living,
he fhall praife thee.”

It may be proper, on this occafion, to ftate to you
the number of deaths, which took place in this town,
and in this fociety, during the courfe of the ficknels
and mortality, which the foregoing obfervations re-
{fpect. From the moft accurate eftimate I am able
to make, and that it fhould be erroneous is hardly
poffible, the following appears to be a juft flatement.

From the (gth of July, the day on which young
Mr. Carey died, to November 12th, when a child of
Benjamin Heywood, Efq. decealed, the laft which
died of the dyfehtery, the number of deaths, through

the town extenfively, amountedto - - 68
Of thele there died, from the firlt parith, - 37
. Of the dyfentery, - - - 34
Of other diforders, - - - - 3
From the fecond parith, . . - 31
Of thefe, with the dyfentery, - - 23
Of other diforders, - - 6

Total of thofe who died with the dyfentery, - 59
Of which there were perfons upwards )
1
of five years of age, § 19

Of children under five years, - -  44*
May
*As it may be a gratification to fome of the inhabitants of this town, to form
2 comparatiyeview, of the mortality of the palt year ; with the afliftance of the

Rev, Mr, Bancroft, 2n obituary for the fix palt vears, farther back than which my
conneftion with the town does not reach, is here added.

There died, 1 Worcefles, in the vear 1791, 22

1792, 20
1?931 ) 23
3794 18
1795y 33
1796, 8

Total, =02
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May this heavy lofs be more than counterbalanced,
by the rich blefling of fanflifying, and everlafting grace.
When we confider the prodigious walte of mankind,
which is taking place in other parts of the world,
and how far more fatally, beyond comparifon, malig-
nant diforders have raged during the paft feafon, in
. fome parts of the fouthern States, and efpecially in
the Weft Indies, we cannot but admit, and there-
fore ought gratefully to feel, that upon the whole we
have been mercifully fpared. Let the affliGtion ferve
to effeft its great end, our humiliation under the

mighty hand of God. Let us be folicitous, that,
“ thefe light afflittions, which are but for a moment,

work for us a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of
glory.” Let us be perfuaded, by the moft potent of all
arguments, the goodnefs of God,to break off our fins by
righteoufnefs, and our iniquities by turning unto the
Lord ; welcome, with believing jov, the overture of fal-
vation in the great Immanuel, who is the refurretlion
and the life, and, with {crupulous obedience, walk in
all his.commandments. Thus let us demonfirate the
genuinenefs of our gratitude, by 1ts legitimate fruits.
It may be repeated again, that we are punithed far
lefs than our iniquities deferve. Let us be deeply
{enfible of it. And looking abroad uponthe unnum-
bered mercies of the divine hand, of a public and
private nature, obferving the entire prefervation ex-
tended to fo many of our families, and the kindnels
reached out to all, let us join the fymphony of this day,
and afcribe bleffing, and honour, and glory, unto him
who redeemeth our lives from deftrution, and crown-

eth us with loving kindnefs, and tender mercy.
| ¢« NATURE,
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“ NATURE, attend ! join every living foul,
Beneath the fpacious temple of the fky,
In adoration join ; and, ardent, raife
One general {ong ! To Him, ye vocal gales,
Breathe foft, whofe Spirit in your frefhnefs breathes ;
O talk of Him in folitary glooms !
Where, o’er the rock, the fcarcely waving pine
Iills the brown fhade with a religious awe.
And ye, whofe bolder note 15 heard afar,
Who fhake th’ aftonifh'd world, Lift high to heaven
Th’ impetuous fong, and fay from whom you rage.
His praife, ye brooks, attune, ye trembling rills ;
And let me catch it as I mufe along.
Ye headlong torrents, rapid, and profound ;
Ye fofter floods, that lead the humid maze
Along the vale ; and thou, majellic main,
A fecret world of wonders in thylelf,
Sound His flupendous praife ; whofe greater voice
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall.
Soit roll your incenfe, herbs, and fruits, and flowers,
In mingled clouds to Him ; whofe {un exalts,
Whole breath perfumes you, and whofe pencil paints,
Ye forells bend, ye harvefls wave, to Him :
Breathe your {til] {ong 1nto the reaper’s heart,
As home he goes beneath the joyous moon.
Ye who keep watch in heaven, as earth afleep
Unconfcious lies, effule your mildeft beams,
Ye conftellations, while your angels ftrike,
Amid the fpangled fky, the filver lyre,
Great fource of day ! beft image here below
Of thy Creator, ever pouring wide,
Fitom world to world, the vital ocean round,
On Nature write with every beam His praife.
Ye chief, for whom the whole creation {miles,
At once the head, the heart, and tongue of all,
Crown the great hymn ! In fwarming cities vaft,
Aflembled men, to the deep organ join
The long refounding voice, oft breaking clear,
At folemn paufes, through the fwelling bafe ;

And,
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And, as each mingling flame increafcs each,
In one united ardor rile to heaven.

Or if you rather choofe the rural fhade,

And find a fane in every facred grove ;
There let the fhepherd’s flute, the virgin’s lay,
The prompting feraph, and the poet’s lyre,
Still fing the God of Seafons, as they roll.

Yor me, when 1 forget the darling theme,
‘Whether the bloffom blows, the Summer [ay
.Ruflets the plain, in/piring Autumn gleams ;
Or Winter rifes in the blackenng eall ;
Be my tongue mute, may fancy pawnt no more,
And. dead to joy, forget my heart to beat |
«« Should Fate command me to the farthelt verge

Of the green earth, to diftant barbarous climes,
Rivers unknown to fong ; where firft the fun
Gilds Indian mountains, or his fetting bcam
Flomes on th’ Atlantic ifles ; 'us noughtto me :
Since God is ever prefent, ever felt,

In the void wafte as in the city full ;

And where He vital breathes, there muit be joy.,
When even at laft the folemn hour fhall come,
And wing my myftic flight to future worlds,

I cheerful will obey ; there, with new POWEIS;
Will rifing wonders fing : 1 cannot go
Where Univerfal Love not fmiles around,
Suftaining all yon orbs and all their {ons ;
From feeming cvil fill educing good,

And better thence again, and better Thll,

In infinite progreffion. But 1 lole

Myfelf in Him, in Light ineffable !
Come, then, expreflive Silence, mule his praife.”

TuoMSON,



