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PSAL M, cxxvi. Ver. 3. 0« ¢
7he Lovrd bath done Grear Things for us,

whereof we Rejoice.

Sl HESE Words are part of a Triumphal
%2l Song, prepard to be fung by the 7Zews
upon their Return  from  Babyloni/h
Captvity. The Author of 1t, whoever
he was, whether £fdras, or {fome other
famous Man of that tune, feems to be gieatly affected
with the Deliverance, and fpeaks of their Reftoration
to their Liberues. and Religion, as what was a Maceer
ot umverfal Joy ; When the Lord turned again the Cap-
17vity of Sion, we were like unto them that Drean: ; then
was oxv Mouth filld with Laughtery and our Tongue with
Foy.  So vemarkaple was 1t 1n fome of 1ts Circum-
Atances, that even the Heathen took notice of 1t, and
could not forbear acknowledging, that the Lord had
done Grear Things tor them 5 and 1t1s very true, f{aith
the Plalmuty, The Lord hath done great things for us
B whereof

;
2
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rr/e:cof we are glad — Now as we arc <all'd upon by

uthority to Praife Ged for cur Deliverance, not in-
uccd from a Foraign Capuvity, but however from
{fomething egually deftruc¢tive of  thar Conflitution
wiicii we all {o much and {o juftiv admire, 1 dhoughe
I could not pitch upon any Words more apf‘ucabh, o
my Pmpofe than tirefe, which n their Original De-
{izn were intended to celebrate an Fvenr, in many In-
ffances refembli ing  this happy Reltoration w hich
We 110w Lommcmomta s ntending theretore to ufe
tliem as 1if they were fpoken of us and of our Affairs
inticely, to the end, chat what I {ay upon this Oc-
cafion may have the greater Force, and make a
deeper Impreflion, 1 thall in the

Firft vlace prove, What, at the fealt, 1s here mmaply’d,
that God governs the World,  After which,

Second, When 1 fhall have fec before you fome of the
Deliverances which we have had, and particalarly
that of 1his Day, w will appear, how juftly we, no
lefs chan the Jews, may ﬁv‘ The Zord bhath done
‘grf’;ﬂ I‘f.?zficgsjor S And 1 14 ‘i"ﬂ, '

Fhird. 1 fhall thew what Sentiments we oughe to
have upon fuch an Occafion, and what fo:t of Be-
baviour 1t thould tcach us for che future. Firfly
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Fielt, I am to prove that God governs the World.
Now that there 1s a Providence, or that there is a
God fuperintending and direting all Things, WNature
proclaims  through all her Works.  That Crder
and Subferviency which there 15 amonglt Things
being as clear a Proof that the Finger of God 15
there to preferve them, as their Exiftence is that it was
there to make them. Take this away, and all Things
would prefently be at a ftand s 1¢ 1s the Central Foice,
which dilates 1¢c felf through all the wide Circuirife-
rence of the Univerfe, and puts the whaole Machine i
Motion. This muft neceflarily be allow’d 1n all the ina-
nimate part of the Creation. W hence 1s 1t that tire Pla-
nceary Orbs have that wonderful Velocity, which for
fo many thoufand Ycars they have preferv'd without
any fenfible Addition or Diminution ? they have no
nward energetick Spring to give them that prodigious
{wiftnefs chey have, nor would a projeétilz Force have
carried them on fuch along Courfe of Time, but they,
hice other Bodies to which Moton 1s comimunicated,
wiien the Power that firft mov’d chem was withdrawn,
would by degrees flacken 1n their Quicknefsy till at lait
they funk quite down 1nto Reft.  Since then all chefe
Things move inthe manner wherein chey did at firft 5
fince the Moon knoweth her rifing, and the Sun his
coing down, and all thePlanets run theirCourfes i cheir

B 2 ap-
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appointed Seafons, and this they cannot do by any
Power of their own, it follows, that he who firft mov’d
them mult continve to dofo, andfo on fo long as ever
they (ball endure.—The fame immediate Prefence like.
wife 1s evident 1 all the Vegerable Creanon ; every
Herb we fee, every Spire of Grafs, every Thing in fhort
that grows, is a wonderful Inftance of 1. What is it
opens the Seeds of Things and difpofeth them to
Teem P Whatis 1t draws cut Trees or Flowers 1n all
that beautitul proportion which we behold 2 Whence
1s 1t the Juices circulate and {well, and ripen Things
into Matuvity 2 Thefe Things are as much beyond
Mens Capacites to Know, as ‘us beyond their Power to
Performi: They are altogether wondeitul, and not o
be accounted for, upon any of the known Principles
of Muarcer and Motion. In thort, look round where-
cver you pleafey and the more vou examine the readies
vou wiil beto acknowledge, that “tis God holds the
Werld together, and orders and preferves 1t in that
Beauty and Regularity, which is fo defervedly the Sub-
jectof all our Admiration. — And asic is with che Inani-
nate and YVegetable, {o likewife wich the Rational Pare
ot the Creatony the wakeful Eye of his Providence is
CYEr open upon us, viewing and obierving the various
ways we take, for fo the Scripture, [he Eyes of r/)(c;
Lor
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Lord are in every Flace, beholding the Evil and the
Gooed. Nor 1s he only a Spectator at a diftance, but 1s
{o every where prefent, and {o effe¢tually interpofeth,

that nothing happens to us wichout his Permiffion, for
even the very Hairs of our Head are all number’d. W hart

we call Chance 1s nothing more than his Providence,
only ac¢ting 1n a manner fo impercepuble to us, that
we lofe the Connexion betwixe the Caufe and the Ef-
fect, and do not fee, as in many other Cafes, 1 what
manner fuch Things are brought about; buc ftll,
how accidental focver, they are as much under his
Management and Direction, as thofe which {feem molft
ixd and certain 3 for cven when the Lct is thrown
into the Lap, and tumbled about at all Adventures, yet
there, the Difpofal of it is of the Lora. In all the De-
figns and Enterprifes of Men, he s likewife Prefent,
and fometimes makes ic furprifingly evident that he
s fo, by the ftrange and unexpected Turns which he
eives to che beft concerted Meafures. Hence it 15, thac
the Race is not czlm:'dys to tie Swiﬁ, nor the Batrel to the
Strong, nor yet Bread to the Wife, nor yet Riches to Men
of Underfanding, but Time and Chance happen to them all.
And if chis 1s true of fingle Perfons, much more of
Bodies and Communmnities of Men 5 thefe are reprefent-
ed as more immediately under his Care, he 1s faid to

Rule



6 A Thank(ziving Sermon

Rule in the Kingdoms of Men, and he putteth them down,
or fetteth them up, juft as he pleafeth. Thus then
it appears that God governsthe World and all Things
in it, and happy is 1t for us it is {o; for wey, whether
the Fault 1s m us, or 1n the Things about us, or per-
haps in both, yet find our felves {o fituated, that we
could not long promife our felves any Happinefs were
there not fuch a Governor to Preferve and Protect us:
But 1n him dwells every Perfection s as he 1s mfiniccly
Wife and Cood, {o 1s he infinitely Powerful ; cherc
1s therefore no poflibility of breaking through the
Scheme of his Providence, but as it 1s laid with the
greatelt Wiidom, fo 1t will be executed with the great-
et Exactnefs.—-Let Men and Devils do what they pleafe,
let the Sea make a noiufe and all that therein 1s; et
Earcthquakes thake this Globe to 1ts Centre, and Tem:-
pefts threaten univerfal Defolation, yet "us not 1n the
Power of any created Being, to put the World into any
other Confufion than what is exactly compauble with
the wife and good Ends of God’s Gevernment. The
Inanimate World have certain Laws given them, and
Do and Muz/? act infubferviency tothem ; the Rational
Werld too, tho’ in a different manner, yet {till do che
{fame, they tho’ they are Free, are never permitted to
run Riot, but by ways unknown to us, and yet with-
out any Vieclence to their Nature, are managd }fo,

. that
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that frem time to ume, 1n their feveral Seafons, all
Things are brought about, according to the Deter-
mizations of his infimte Wifdom.—There 1s {carcely
any Nation under Hcaven, which 1s not richly fur-
nithed wich Inftances that {ufhciently make good this
Obfervation, which, by fome means or other, by
Wars Abroad, or Fa&tions at Home, hath not been
‘brought to the Brink of Ruin; and yet when All hadh
been given over for loft, againft all Appearances to
‘the contrary, hath been wonderfully prefcrv’d, and
‘which theretore may not juftly take up the Pfalmift’s
‘Exprefiion, and lay, If the Lord bhimfelf had not been
on our fide when Men rofe up againft us, they bad [wal-
Aowed 2s up Quick when they were (o wrathfully difplea-
fed at us.  Particularly we of thrs Nacon have more
than ordinary Reafon to make Acknowledgments of
this Nature, whofe Affairs have been {o critcally con-
ducted thro’ Difficulues feemingly infuperable, and.
for whom fo many Dcliverances have been wrought
iby Signs and Wonders, and a f{trecched our Armi..
‘Which brings me,
- Second, To fet before you, Some of thofe many Deli--
verances we bave bad, particularly that of this D A 7,
from: whence to make it appear, bow juftly We, no lefs than
he Jews, may [ay, The Lord hath done Grear 7. /Ji?gs

or
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for us. I fhall take my Rife at the Reformation, which,
as it 1s an Original Ble/fing to us,-confider'd as a Pro.
teftant Nation, fo is it defervedly reckon’d among the
Great Things which have been done for us, and ougly
cver to be plac’d foremoft 1z the Catalogue of Met.
cics. —It 1s well known, the Romifb Superftitions had
very carly obtain’d amongft us, and thefe had encrea.
{cd with s, as they did at Rowe, ull Ghriftianity, as
taught here, was quite a ditferent Thing to what i
was as taught by Chrift and his Apoftles. The Nation
(as it will ever be where Popery 1sn1ts full power) was
over-run with Ignorance, and Men were reduc’d to
that degree of Stupidity as not to be {enfible of ther
Unhappinefs ; however, though God for a time fuf-
fer’d this Darknefs to prevail, yer he did not give
us over to Blindnefs, but rai’d us up fuch a Sct of
Men, as, by degrees, rouz’'d the Nation out of tha
facal Slumber 1nto which they were fallen; perfwaded
them to thake off the Papal Tyranny which had fo
miferably defac’d Chriftianity, and made Religion
fhine out in all that Purity which ic doth chis Day.
Mow when we confider the Difpofition of the Nation
at that ume, which not only 1n Judgment but 1 In-
tereft, was umverfally againftic; when too we corr
{ider the means by which 1t was brought about, that

Vil
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even the Aing, who, thro’ aninfinite deal of ftruggle,
laid che Foundation of it, never defign’d it, and pav’d
the way to that, which upon Principle, he diflik’d,
we muit acknowledge it to be the immediate Hand of
God, who over-ruled the Haughtinefs and Over-
bearingnefs of this Prince, as he did that of Fehu of
old, to bring about his own Defigns, and make it
fubfervient to his own Glory.— It would be eafy for
me to fingle out feveral other Inftances to this Purpofe,
fuch 1s the Gun-powder-7reafon 1n the beginning of the
Lt Century, and the Revolution 1 the latter end of it ;
but I forbear, partly, becaufe the ume would faill me, to
c0 over them in the manner they deferve 5 but more
eipecially becaufe this Bay 15 fec apart in Commemora-
tion of a particular Mercy, which both 1n icfelf, and in
the manner of bringing it about was {o extraordinary,
as may juftly ferve inftead of many more.— How 1t was,
by what Counfels, or by what Meafures that our Cala--
mitics were brought upon us, 1s foreign to our prefent
Inquiry 3 but fo 1cwas, from a flourithing State this
Nation was reduced very low. A kind of Fatalicy
(as the noble Hiftorian {fomewhere Remarks) one
would be tempted to think hung over us; one
falfe Step was conftantly taken which made a worfe
ttill neceffary, and fo on from one thing to another,

ull we had run our Length, and all Things were
G brought



10 A Thank[giving Sermon

brought into the utmoft Confufion: There was no
Temper obferv’d, no Regard fhewn to | bings how-
ever Juft or Good ; but fuch a Madnels of Jealouly
had feiz’d the People, thar inftead of Keforming the
Abufes in any part, the whole Government was un.
hing’d, and both cur Civil and Religious Liberties
fell a Sacrifice to their Fury.— In this unhappy State
were we fluctvating for near twenty Years together ;
great part of which was fpent 1n continual Struggles,
and one fort of People were always miferably harrafs’d
as the other prevail’d.—And when the Heat of War
was over, very few were the Advantages that arofe
from Peace ; thofe who were the Favoui'd Pariy
paid very dear for their ProteCtion, and thofe who
were not, had lirtle or no Proteltion at all : The Laws
and the Form of Government were alter'd frequently,
according to the Humours and Interefts of thofe who
were 1n Power ; and as to Religton, that, 1nthe masn-
ner it is now profefled, was quite deftroy’d from off
the Face of the Earth.— And what was the moft me.
lancholy Circumftance of all, after they had roll’d
from Scheme to Scheme, fomctime: fixing upon one,
{fometimes upon another, and had found themfelves
unhappy in all, they were as far from uniting in any
Defign, or even Withes of a Reftoration, as they were
at the very Beginning, mfomuch, that to the moft

{agacious
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fagacious and the moft fanguine of the King’s Friends,
rhere was a worle Profpect, almoft at the very laft, of
feeing this Day, than ever there had been before; fo
great were the Troubles and Adverfities which were
fhewn us : The Alverfary bad entered into our ‘feru-
falem, they bad turned every thing upfide down, and
4ll the Foundations were out of Courfe. When to the
oreat YWonder and Aitonithment of all Mcn, 1n a way
little thought of or expeéted, there wdas an End put
to all this Violence and Ufurpation, our Laws were
veftored as at the firft, and our Religion as at the be-
ginning, and we were in all Lhings refettled in our
ancient Confritution — Now if all Things are to be
afcrib’d to God, if whatever 1s dene 1n Heaven or in
Earth He in one Senfe or other is the Doer of it, furely
{uch a great Event as this is more immediately to be
referr’d up to Him, and with refpelt to it, we may be
aillow’d more emyphatically to fay, 7bis is the Daywhich
the Lord bath made. 1n other Inftances, when the Event
is over we generally {xe the Chain of Things, andcan
difcover the Manner whercin they are counelted ; but
here ic 1s not fo : T he Nation was divided into an in-
finite pumber of Sets and Parties, All very zealous,
and Moft very different in their Views; fo that to all-
Humane appearance, the Sand upon the Sea Shore

might as foon and as firmly have been cemented toge-

-
o

C 2 ther »
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ther. The Perfon too, who condu&ted this Affair,
perbaps fcarce defign’d it, and racher follow’d than
direfted the Popular Humour. — Now to fee a Nation
brought about in this manner, one while all in a Flame,
their Paffions running high, and the Leading Men
amongft them bent upon the moft defperate Couniels,
and of a fuddun their Hearts turn’d as one Man, their
Paffions {ubfiding, and all either wifhing, or not oppo-
fing, the Return of that Government which they had
tce much corntributed to pull down, lcoks as if the
Voice of God-had teen heard amongft them. and asit
he had {aid o this Madnets of the Pecple, as he doth
{fometimes to the Ragings of the Sea, Peace, be ftill and
prefently there was a Calm. — Juftly therefore, very juftly
may we, no lefs than the Fews of old, fay, The Lord
bath done Great Things for Us; 1it1s but afcribing to him
the Honcur Daeunto his Name to {ay it, fince L belteve
there is Now no Nation under Heaven, who hath God
{o nigh them as the Lord our God hath been unto us
inail Things. — And now having fet before you God’s
Providence at large, and more particularly as it rela-
ted to us; and having thewn ycu how Geod and Gra-
cious he hath been to us 1o many Things, but more
efpecially 1n the Deliverance of this Day; 1t 1s but
natural to think of making fome Return on our Parts,
for fo much Mercy on God'., which therefore brings
e, Yf'iilfdz
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Third, 1o thew, If bat Sentiments we ought to bave up-
on fuch an Occafton as this, and what fort of Bebaviour it
/)éould teach us for the fzftmf As to our Sentiments , CET -
tein it 1s we ocught to be Glad thereof, we f t 10
think, and fpka , and atl, as 1 we were fu:ly uuﬁ e
of his Goodgpefs, and gratefully acknowledge what-
ever Good we receive, asderivd from him. All God’s
Mercics and Favours require this at our Hands, for
furely it beccmeth well the Juft to be 'Thankful ; but
when {uch Things as thefe are Wrought for us, Things
no lefs wonderful 1n their Manner, than important in
their Nature, we ought more efpecially to Rejoice :
We ought to cowe before his Prefence with Thank/giving,
and 1n the moft Publick Manger Glorify God by our
Praifes. —-’Tis true thefe Things happend a good
many Years ago, but this i1s no Realon, why Our
Mouths fhould not be filld with Laughter, and Our Tongues
with foy. — The Mercy did not Terminate with the
Men of that Age, to whom 1t was 1immediately given,
but all that was truly valuable in it 1s come down to us;
Thit Conftitution which was then reftor’d, we now
enjoy, only with fome advantagious Improvements
and th=re is nothing wherein they were Happy upon
that Account, that we are not more fo. As to our
Civil Rights, they are put upon the b.ft foot 1magi-

nable, we have all the Security in our Property, and
all
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all the Eafe and Frue;lom. in the management of it, that
anv rcafonable Man could with for. 1 fhall not enter
INTo a p Luuculdr delcauon of the Wildom, and Ju-
ftice, and Clemency of our Goverment, and fhew how
admurably 1t is calculated for the Publick Good 5 there
1s no Occafion foric: If 1tis any way defective it IS
our own Fauls, {ince we have no Redtraines but what,
by our Reprefentauves, we arc prefum’d to confent to,
and thefe, geonerally, are only to curb our Liceatiouf:
nefs, notto leffen our Freedom. — This is one Part of
of ths., Glory, as well as Happinefs. of our Conftitation;
1 wiich, chough I wor't fay, becavfe I don’s cortainly
know it, that we arc bleffd above ali the Iwuo;:s
1*ound ussy yet we farexceed fome, and cqt.._umy cqual
The very w/f f111¢e none can ¢ver enjoy their Freedom
1 greater Pcrﬁ:;hon and I with 1 could add, none
Valo'd ic m ore, ov made a better Ule of 1t - And as
we are well pravided for 1 our Temporal, fo likewifs
arc we in our Spiritual Affairs. The Way of Worthip
cltabhth’d a NOnY LS is {uich as no onc can greaty
blame thac choroughly underftands 1t: The Arvaclks
preferin’d are not Oli}y Pure and Agreecabic to e
Woid of God, but tram’d with great Temper aad
Caution: The Ceremonics, moft of them, Proper
and Decent, all of chem very Innocent: The Govern-
rentand Licargy ceuly Priminve, truly Chritlian onlly
t1c
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the Difcipline 1s defective, which folemnly oncea Year
s with’d to be Reftor’'d. — But what I chink deferves,
not the lealt Commendation, 1s that Chriftian Temper
which 1s thewn towards thofe who difter from us: For
thhiough 1c1s much to be lamented, thatwherea Service
is fo reafonable, and all Things fo well contriv’d to
promote real Religion, there thould be thofe Diffe-
rences we {ee there are; much more that inftead of
leflenizg them all they can, Men fhould induftrioufly
make them greater than they need; and inftead of
walking (in Things whereunto they have attained) by
the [ame Rule, and minding the f[ame [hing, they
hould run into a ftated and profefs'd Separation; yet
it is certainly mwuch to che Honour of che Englifb Efta-
blithment, if, where People waon't be perfwaded, 1t
doth notc fuffer chem to be compell’d, but leaves them
to ferve God in the beft manncer their Confciences (hall
direlt. — If fome make an il ufe of this Liberty, and
out of Wantonnefs or Prejudice, ora Difregard to Az-
thority, will wander as they pleafe, it 1sto themfelves,
they do it at their own feril, and muft be fadly an-
{werable for all the Mifchicts confequent upon wnne-
ceffaiy Scparation : in the mean ume the Government
1n this Part of it 1s certainly Righe, and according to
all the Rules of Reafon and Religion, 15 to be detended:
We cannot diftinguith che Tares from the Wheat, and

thierefore
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therefore muft let both grow together. Men m they
Religious Capacities are Servants of anotrher, they fhould
be left therefore, 1n fuch Things, to their proper Ma-
{ter, who as he only Knows, fo he only ought to Judge
— This 1s our prefent State of Things. — Now to have
had any Government at all chat was tolerable, to have
had eicher our Civil or Religious Affairs put under
any propcr Regulauons, tlus really, (confidering the
univerfal Havock that was made, and che ftrange Tum
of Thinking thac then prevail’d, when almoft every
Man tchoughe himfelf fic for a Statefiman, and was big
with fome whimfical impracticable Scheme or other)
this 1 fay would doubtlefs, and mighe jultly have been
look’d upon as a Blefling ; but to have our Confliw-
tion come out {o weil, fo regular, and beaucaful, ouw
of {fo much Confufion, {o far from lecaning to on¢ Ex-
tream when all Things were fo much 1n the ocher ; fo
free from any, cven /lirtle Errors, where many and
great ones would have been excufable; our Civil E-
ftablithment fo nuld, fo gentle, and every way fo well
catculated for the Good of Society, and our Religious,
{o pure, {o every way agrecable to Scripture and Pir-
mitive Anciquicy, and at the fame ume fo indulgent as
to allow an Univerfal Toleration 3 thefe are Things,
which as we can never too much admire, fo we can
never fufficiendy value. — It oughe to dinunifh no part

of
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of our Rejoicing upon this Account, to tell us thac
there are fome Faules in them {till behind ; no Man of
Senfe, that I know, ever thought or ever went about
to Prove that chey had A% Perfection ; this is more per-
haps than could ever be allow’d of any Infticution thac
was Humane. It is enough if they are Good in their
kind, and if chey are feverally well calculated to pro-
mote their feveral Ends; if this be fo, notwithftand-
ing fome hicde Omiflions or Imperfections, which
after all 1t 1s perhaps much eafier to fee than to recti-
{y, I fay, notwithftanding thefe, yet fince they are fo
well defign’d to fecure to us the Grear Things, we may
wicth Juftice, 1 thould think, exprefs our Fordnefs for
them, and be allow’d to be copions 1n therr Commen-
dation. — Now by how much the more valuable they
are, by fo much oughtthey exndear to us the Memory
of this Day. Thiscertainly was the Introduétion to all
our prefent Happinefs; and tho’ "twas wich much ftrug-
ole, and chro’ an infinite deal of hazard, that we have
been Preferv’d hitherto, yet ‘twas owing to zhis, That
the Conftitution in the manner 1t zow 15, had 1ts Being
at all, and perhaps that we had any Thing worth the
Struggling for. And which, Ithink, 1s no inconfiderable
Circumftance, and may juftly be broughtin to complete
the Mercies of this Days fince it likewife happen’d, in

Confequence of 1t, 1s the Succeflion of the Crown in the
D Iluftrious
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Iluftrious Houfe of Hanowver : A Blefling which what.
ever Reafon we have to be Thankful for upon our own
Account, 1s encreasd by this, that 1t 1s not likely to
end with us, butto be continucd on to diftant Genera-
tions. Lo fec the Royal Line already drawn out 1nto
fuch a Length, and Children’s Children, 1n comely
Crder, by a due and regular Afcent, growing up to fill
the Throne ; this, toany one that hath a {incere Love
for his Country, or any Regard for thofe two invalu-
able Bleflings, our Religion and our Laws, which thro
their Hands, we Tr#/t, will be fafely tranfmiteed to
Pofterity, thisasitisa very comfortable, avery plea-
{ing Profpect, {o doth it enhance the Mercy of this Day
already prodigious. — Wherefore Praife the Lord ye
Houfe of Ifraely fing Praifes unto the Honour of his Name,
mnake his Praife glorious 5 Say unto God, O how wonderful
art thou in thy Works.  According to thy Name, O God,
(o is thy Praife unto the Ends of the Earth, thy Right Hand
is full of Righteoufnefs. Let Mount Zion rejoice, let the
Daughters of Fudah be glad becaufe of thy Fudgments

Walk about Zion, and go round about her, take a diftindl

Survey of all the Ruins and Defolations that were brought

upon her, and mark bow ber Breaches are clofed, and her

wafle Places raifed, that ye may tell it to the Generation

following 5 for this God is our God for Ever and Ever. —
Wherefore Praife our God ye People, and make the Voice of

- his
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his Praife to be beard, and let them Sing in the Courts of
1he Lordythat Great is the Name of our God. But becaufe
not all Praifes, no more than all Prayers are delightful
to God, but fome are an Abomination to him, there-
forc was 1t, that, together with the Sentiments which
were proper upon fuch an Occafion as this, I propos’d
to thew, What fort of Behaviour it fbould teach us for the
future. And this, no doubrt, 1s to order our Converfa-
tion aright, and endeavour to live fuitably to the End
for which fuch Mercies were conferr'd upon us. Now
the End of all fuch Mercies, 1sto awaken in our Minds
a Senfe of God’s Providence; to lock up to him wich
all that Truft and Dependance that we fhould, to the
Great Governor of ail Things, and to live more furcably
to thofe Laws which he hach given us. - To do other=
wife, to fuffer our Joy to evaporate 1n Levity or Pro-
fancnefs; or to make the Commemoration of our Blef
{ings an Occafion of abufing our felves or quarrelling
wich our Neighbours, asicis perverting the very End
and Defign of his Mercies, fo it 15 doimng violence to
the Author of our Happinefs, and offering him the
greatelt Indignity umaginable.  If then we would Praife
God aright, we muft take care that our Performances,,
in fome fort, anfwer our Thank{givings, and that by
our Lives, as well as our Lips, it may appear, what
a areat Senfe we have of God’s Providence 1n govern-
ing the World. — But more -parucularly, fhould we

D2 €~
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endeavour to anfwer thofe zery Ends for which God
hath vouchfafed us any Mercies ; as oftentimes we may
fce the Narare of our Sin 1n our Punifbment, {fo {ome.
times are there pointed out to us, a particular {ort of
Duties by the particular Natare of thofe Mercies which
arc beftow’d upon us ; and when this happens, 1t ought
to be our Bufinefs to Set, to Govern, and Dire&, the
courfe of our Actions by the courfe of God’s Providen-
tial Difpenfations  Thus then, {incea Reform’d Church,
the beft of thofe that are Reform’d, the Church of En-
gland, wason this Day reftor’d, let us thew our Thank-
fulnefs for it, not by bitter Reproaches and fevere In.
ve€tives s not by a noify ignorant Zeal for Things of no
moment, but by a regular Attendance upon her Ser-
vice, and conftantly living up to the Doctrines (he
tcaches. — Since the Laws were reftor’d, and our Civil
Rights fettled 1n the manner they were before, let us
live 1in Obedience to them, and take heed to avoid thofe
ways that were likely to have prov’d fo deftru&ive to
us, and let us follow after Things that make for Peace,
and Things whereby ome may edify another. — Lalftly,
Since Kingly Government was reftor’d, all thofe who
rejoice 1n the Mercies of this Day, {hould contribute
their Endeavours to Support and Preferve 1w: For 1
ever this was a Blefling to the £Frg/i/b Nation, as fure
(if they who knew the want of 1t may be allow’d to be
proper Judges) it wasa very Great Une 5 1t never could

be
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be afireater, and never ought to be more highly e-
{teem’d than at this time, under the mild and fteddy
Adminiltration of his Prefent Majefly. — I mean to draw
no Comparifons betwixt Him and others, or to thew
how He equals, or where He exceeds any ot His Predecef-
{ors; noting of thisfort: buconly thus, that perhaps
there never was any Time when a Nation’s Happinefs
was more clofely interwoven wich, or fo much depend-
cd upon the Safety of their Sovereign, and therefore
rone wherein the Subjeéts oughrto thew a more fincere
and hearty Afle&tion. — Our Circumftances are fuch,
rhat in Him reftall our Hopes; He, under God, is the
only Support of the Proteftant Caule, and together wich
Him mult ftand or fall, all our Interefts both Spiritual
and Cavil. — Since then fuch Great 7hings depend upon
him, Things for which we have not counted our Lives
dear unto s, but have fpile an immenfe quantcy of
Blood and Treafure inthe Defence and Prefervation of 5
whatever Stories People are told, whatever Mifma-
nagements they are made to believe there are 1n the
Publick, yet fince, if any, all impartial Men muft allow
they are but (mall, vaftly fmall, when compar’d with
thofe prodigious Evils which mutt ncceflarily attend an
Alteration 1n the Succeflion s therefore thefe Things
ought not to make Men four and chagrin’d, to put them
upon Meafures to clog the Wheels of Government,

nor in any fort to fhake their Loyalty: Since this will
- cercainly
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certainly give Advantage to the common Enemy, and
by this way of Remedying Evils, we fhall oniy run
into more and greater. — Upon this Foot it 1s that {
chufe to recommend all Dutiful and Legal Submiffion
to his Prefent Majefty, defigning it chiefly for Thofe
who think they mean honeftly, who aim at {fomething
which they call their Country’s Good ; but who either
feeing Things in a bad Light, or being grofly abus’d
by the Lies and Mifreprefentations of Wicked Men,
have receiv’d very ill Imprffions. Now Thefe,asThey
are the AMen from whom our greateft Danger rifeth,
{ince they give Credit and Strength to a Set of defpe-
rate Creatures, who otherwife would be as contempti-
Lle as their Caufe is wicked ; {o it were to be wifh'd
they were brought to a Right Underftanding, and as a
confequence of that to a better Mind — "1 o perfwade
them to this, others perhaps would take a different
Method ; they would carry Things facther, run 1nto
bigh Praifes and large Encomiums; they ‘wou'd make
this Reign the Crifis of England’s Glory, and recom-
mend it as a Yastern for all Pofterity. And in this,
for ought 1 know, they might do wifely and well,
tho’, by the way, 1 have fometimes obferv'd, fuch
mighty Panegyricks do not always do the moft Good.
People.that are not fo fullyappriz’d of Things, think
they fee the Reafons of them, and then inftead of per-
{wading they either confirm or encreafe their Prejudicesi.
— Al
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_ All therefore that I fhall fay, and fure it is encugh
to fay, is, [hat our Allcgiance is made neceffary to us
by our higheft Intereft ; T'hat there i1s nothing but Mif-
chief in the other Scheme; 'Lhat in the Refult we
{hould only hurt our felves, and certainly lofe all that
is valuable to us by Changing. — Now this Argument,
however it may be refleCted on as Liow and Selfith, yet
it muft be allow’d to have this Advantage, That it is
what Al Mcn underftand and Moft Men are govern’d
by. — And oh ! that their Bebhaviour in this Cafe was
but confiftent with their other Cendult! We might
then fafely truft the Inference with them, and our
Fears and our Jealoufies would all be at an End. For
plain it is to Eyefight, there is no Good can poffibly
arife from fuch defperate Attempts. Alas! Were
their Madnefs to fucceed, and thould the Fatal Expe-
riment once be tried, numberlefs would be the Mite-
ries that would enfue ; not only all things muft pre-
vioufly be thrown into Confufion, and the whole Na-
tion b& involv’d in Blood ; But if ever we were fet-
tled again, Things weould be much worfe with us
than in the late Times of Ufurpation. We fhould
not, indeed, as then, have Governors for a Day, and
be tofs’d about as the Power of fattious afpiring Men
prevail’d ; We might, perhaps, befix’d under one Go-
vernment, but then it would be the One worft 1:l1a]tJ c?:}-
cid




54 A Thank(giving Sermon

befal any Ratonal Creatures, i. e. a Popifb. — All Men
therefore, efpecially at fuch a time as this, when as we
bave bcm lacely affur’d by an unqueftiorable Autho-
vicy, * 7 he Diligence of the Enemy is incredible, 1f they
would be thought Friends to their Country, fhould be
no lefs {fo to the King. They fhould thew a more than
Common Zeal for his Service ; difengage inurely from
all Counfcls and Contrivances of Factious Mcen, and
ncithier meddle with, nor afford any Countenance to
thofe who are given 1o Change.  Awvoid -them, Pafs not
by them, turn from them, and pafs away. — For this Is
an unqueftionable Truth (and may weall a¢t as if we

thought {fo) That the Support of His Majefty 1s the
only Ground upon which, as Proteftants, we can pof-

fibly be Happy. It is the only way - to Preferve
Things upon their old Foundanon to €njoy the

(;omtorts of a well conftituted Church, and thc Ad-

antagcs of a well ballanced Liberty. — And which
(in this Place) may certainly be allow’d to have its
Weight, itisthe only way to keep this City, as Fers-
falem of old, Like a Citythat is at Uniry within it [elf,

to have Peace within ber Walls, and P/emeoafnefs within
her Palaces.
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¥ The Bifhop of Londox in his late Charge to theClergy at St. Pasls.
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