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What [/m// [ Render !

A ..
THANKSGIVING-SERMON,
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PsarLM CXVE 12

What [hall I Render to the LORD for Al
His Beneﬁb‘s towards me 2

I oy H E Divine Goodnefs that
& \,@ Made the World, 1s the Foun-
- dation that Suppmts i, And
: % as the Natural nght vamfhes
==1F9Q and leaves us n Obfcurity,
whern the Sun the Fountain of
1t withdraws from us: fo if
- GOD did withold or Deny
His Iniluence 5 all things would prefently Re-
lapfc wmto their firft Nothing.
1HAT GOD Rules and Governs ; Maintains
and Preferves all Creatures in their feveral Forms
and Orders 5 is Confefled by All, who acknow-
fedge a Deity and Providence.  This is an Idea
of the {ame Age and Date 1n the minds of AMen,

with the very Notion of aGOD. Hence the
Heathen
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Heathen 1n their Difficulties, and hazardous Eg-
terprizess are uled to fly to their Altars andfﬁl
their Temples with Sacrifices, toengage the Di-
vine Aid and Protetion. |

GO D 1s emphatically called the Preferver of
Men 5 and we have as neceflary, and continual
Dependance upon Him, as the ftreams upon ‘the
Fountain. We are all His Offspring ; form'd by
His Heavenly Skill ; an He Preferves by His
Gracious Care, our frajl Lives. Heis the breath
of our noftrils 5 a Sun and Shield ta His People.
His Goodnefs 15 the Inexhauftible Fountain,
from whence all thofe Refrefhing fireams flow,
which are the Joy and Comfort of our Lives.
And then, He 15 under no Obligation to Confex
on us His Bleflings 3 but He does all Gratis ynor
has He any expectation of an anfwerable Return
from us. He loads us with His Benefits, that
He may render Himfelf dear to us ; attract our
hearts to Him and that we may pay Him no
more but the fmall Acknowledgments of Love
and Praife.  Happy for us, 1f we fall in with this
Defign; for bereby we fhall engage His Com-
paflion and Care yet for us. But by our Ingra-
titude and Contempt of His Mercies, we may
provoke Him to fhut His hand againft us, and
Yock up His Treafures, Thus He Threatned /frae/
becaufe they did not acknowledge Him in their
Profperity and Increafe, that He would take away
their Corn, ¢,

T o Praife GOD then, is our Wifdom and
Advantage ; ’tis a profitable Exercife, and moft
Delightful, to reflect upon the numberlefs Inftap-

ces of His Mercy, and remember His Gracious
‘ :_WDIkEn
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Works. This fhould be our conftant and daily
Bufinefs, We fhould Live a Life of Praife, that
Work of Heaven. But this 1s what we are ina
{pecial maniier call'd unto this Day by the Heads
of our People, and what we now pretend to Ap-
pear before the Lorp fof. Let us be {incere in
it, and unfeignedly exprefs our Gratitnde to Him
for all His Benefits towards us ; and {o to offer
Praife, astoglonify GOQD. |
- TrE Nation of the Fews had, as their ftated
Fufts by Divine Appointment ; {o their {tated
Feafts 5 befides their occafional Days of Rejoycing.
And Publick Thanksgiving Days have fince,
every Age of the Church, been obferved, if not
by the immediate. Appointment of G O D ; by
the Order of the Civil or Ecclefiaftical Powers.
Agreeable to this Laudable Cuftom, and from a
fenfe of the Divine Goodnefs to our Land in the
Year paft, our Honourable Rulers have been
pleafed to fet apart this Day for our Publick and
Solemn Thanksgiving to Almighty GO D for His
Benefits.
A N p that we have now an Afteting {enfe,
a warm and lively Refentment of His Favours ;
and offer Him our hearty Praifes for themy 15
what He expelts. And if perform’d, will be
gratefull to Him, {weet Melody in His Ears. But
- without this our moft {plendidServices, our loudeft
Praifes, will have but the unagreeable noife of
founding Brafs or a tinckling Cymbal. ’Tis the
Soul that G OD looksat. The manner of the
Sacrifice more than the matter of it. And if it
is not offered with the Fire of holy Love, and
fromn the Altar of a Thankful Heart; it will be

but
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but an. offence to G O, an abomination 1n His
fight, a loathfome ftench in His Noftuls. It
concerns us then, as we would Pleale GO'D, and
Advantage our felves by this Day’s Service ; to
examine the Temper of our Hearts, and engage
them with our Tongues, the Organs of Praile, in
this great Duty. We muft with holy David call
upon our Souls, and command the afliftance of
all our Powers 1 this Work.

W H AT fhall I Render to the LORD for all
His Benefirs ¢ The Inquiry fpeaks a Soul fenfible
of 1t's vaft Obligations to GOD for received
Kindnefles, and concern’d to make the Beft Re-
turns for them. Something, Devid knew, muft
be done for GO D, who had wrought Salvation
and Deliverance for Him ; not as a recompence,
which he well knew himfelf uncapable of making;
but to exprefs his Thankfulnefs. And "he was
fincerely defirous to do that which would be moft
acceptablz to Him. The Affetions of a grateful
mind were working 111 him, and he was {olicitous
to make {ome Jfuitable Acknowledgment. He
Inquires, and Refolves ; What fhall 1 Render—
I will take the Cup of Salvation, and call upon the
name of the LORD. &c. Thus we muft offer
the Sacnifice of Thanksgiving, together with other
Returns which David determined to make,for the
Divine Benefits towards us.

DOCTRINE

T HE Benefirs of GOD 102 People, lay them un-
der Indifp:nfible Obligations 1o be Concern’d to
make bim fome proper and [ujtable Returns for
them, | S HERE
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Here I fhall endeavour two thinge,

Firft, A sthe occafion of the Day leads meTo
make fome RefleGtions on the Gifts & Benefits of
GOD upto us 1n the Year paft.  And then to Thow
what the Returps are,GOD expeéts from us ; apd
we arg obliged tqmake Him, this Day for them.

L. T {hall confider fomething of the Djvine Be-
nefits.to opr Land in the Year paft, which are ar
Obligation upon us to make fome proper Acknow-
ledgments this Day.

T H E DBroclamation calls 1t a dcar Brightned
with many Bleffings. And fo we muft this Day
acknowledge, 1t has begen, to the Glory of Divine
Mercy ; which is theScource orFountam of all that
Good,a People enjoy. Thoindeed it has not been
altke Plentiful with {fome other Years; And GOD
has been, and now 1s, m fome Refpects, vifiting
us with His Righteous Judgments : Yet 1f we
confider what and how many our Sins have been,
How very mean and hittle our Returps for GOD's
formerFavours : We have cauf> to svonder that our
Calgmities have not been many more, & greate:,
and our Mercies much lefs. But our GOD 1
Good to the Evil, and Unthapkfl, Infinite in
Mergy ; otherwife we had been at this Daw croa-
ping oyt our forrows; whereus we are now fing:
ing the Sopgs of Zion. Thoour iniguities jeitify
againft ug, our Backilidings have been many, and
the cry of our Sins 15 loud for the awful Awards
of fuﬁ’fce upon us; vet Mercy {parcsus, and has
dealt favourably with our Land.

1. OnE, and indeed the chief and greatcft of
the Benefits of GOD Ilgmtg ug 1n the laft me has

C Qe
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. .beenn the continnance of His Gofpel, and the

" Means of Grace.

T H E Gofpel s our Glory., 'That GO D’s Ta-
bernacle is among us,is our higheft Honour. This
has been the Beauty and Crown of the Year. It
was Ifrael’s peculiar Glory that GOD. had Recor-
ded His Name, and dwelt among them. They
oreatly valw’d themfelves upon 1t 3 That He had
chofen the Pofterity of Abrabam out of all the Na-
tions of the Earth, tobe His People,. and that he
had his Temple, his Altars, his Word, and Ordi~
nances amongft them. And- 1t 1s our Glory, that
the Throne of CHRIST 1s with us, even the Place
of His SanCtuary ; and that He hath planted His
~ GofTel in thefe Ends of the Earth. This makes
our Land Pleafant, that it 1s Immanuel's Land
where the Lorp 1s Known, and His Name 15
Great, |

SpiziTuAL Bleflings are by far the moft Va-
luable. The Gofpel 1s our Richeft Treaftire. That
we have CHRIsT Revealed to us, Preach’'d and
Offered tous, with all the Rich & Unvaluable
Purchafes of His Death 5 15 -more & better to us,
than 1f we had all the Riches of the Indies, oy
Stores and- Treafures -of the whole Earth. The
Sacred Scriptures cur Bibles,are a Treafure of Im-
menfe worth. That GOD has made known to us
His Statutes, Inform’d us of His Will,and the way
to Salvation, That He has Reveal’d to usa Hap-
pinels to be Enjoyed hereafter, a Glory to come.
And that He has made many Gracious Promifes
of this unto us 3 1s a Blefling vaftly Superiour to
that of all Temporal Riches and Honours. |

T 8 E Gofpel deferves our higheft Efteem next

io
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to our blefled Loxp Himfelf its divine Author.:
Its called the Word of Life, in that it 1sthe Glos
rious Inftrument 1n the Hand of GOD of our Spi-
ritual Life 5 and then Life and Immortality are,
brought to Light by it.  The Gofpel difcovers to
us the way of our Reconciliation to GOD, and
how we may come to enjoy Him, the Fountamof
Happimnefs 3 *Tis the Glorious Light {ent down
from Heaven to us to diret us there. Moft un-
happy 1s their condition upon whoin this Sun of
Righteoufnefs has not Rifen & Shone 3 our utmofk
Compaffion is owing tofuch. And our higheft
Love & Praife is due to GOD, for his diftinguifh-
ing Grace herein to us, and for the continuance of
His Gofpel 3 notwithftanding all our contempt
and abufe of it, GOD might veryuftly have de-
prived us of this Light, as He has done to many
other Places, becaufe we have Sinned under
it. And then how deplorable had our cale been?
Certainly the Confequence had been dreadful, the
thick mifts of Ignorance & Error would have Ei.-
vaded our Minds, and carried us blindfold to the
Regions of Everlafting darknels. Oh that we
could be fenfible of the Rich Grace ot GOD here-~
m to us | and {o walk by this Light as that GOD
may never be Provoked to take 1t away from us.

2. THAT GOD has put an End to a Contagi-
ous & Wafting Sicknefs, which was the laft Year
raging among us; and mercifully Healed our
Iand; is another great Benefit which weare this
Day to make Him fome Returns for,

HEALT A 15 a very great & valuable Blefling.
The very firt & chief inthe Inventory of Tem-
poral Benefits. For what are all cur other En-

| B2 joymert ;
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foyimeénts without it? This gives thein a Relifh,
and makes them Pleafant. And the contrary,
feil. Sicknefs 15 a fore and awful Judgment ; what
we are to Deprecate; be umble under, Pray for
the removal of, and heartily blefs GOD if He
takesit away. o
How very Awful & Diftrefling Was the State
of Ifrae! when GOD f{ent the Peftilence among
them: and {lew of them Sevexty Thoujand: . And
how very lamentable has been the cafe of fome
arts of Egrope in the Year paft, that have been
vifited with the Plague, that Sword of 1pe LORD 3
\vhich has flain vaft Numbers of their Inhabitants;
and Jaid Populous Cities almoft wafte & defolate:
GOD that 15 Mighty has done Terrible things;
and fcattered the Proud in the Imagination of their
Hearts. . Rlefled be His Name that He has not {o
dealt wwith Grear Britain 3 but pas thus far pre-
ferved our, Nation from the peftilence that walks
eth in Darknefs,and the Deltruction that walteth
at Noon-Day. Oh that He may itiil fave thom -
AND hotv very Melancholy & Sorrowful was
our condition in the laft Year, when the Contagts
ous & Mortal Smll-pox was Raging among us,
which has carried many Hundreds of our Friends
and Neighbours from off the Stage of this World
into ETERNITY. Death came up 1ato our Wins
dows, entred our Houfes, and cut off the Children
from without,and the YoungMen from the Streets.
(0D fwept vs away with the Belom of Deftructi-
a1y we were confumed by his Anger, and by his
Wiath we were troobled.  But He has been plea-
fed at lengrh to take away this Sickuefs, and to
sealus, The defivoying Angel has put up his

S'u’;'OI d;
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delivered us from this Horrible Pit,& Miry Clay,
and fet our feet tpon a Rock and eftablifhed our
goings, and hath put a new Song into our MolitHs
this Day, even Praifes to His Namé,and has com-
forted us again after the time He has affliGted us.

Pfa. 40. 3, 3. Pfal.go.15: He hath {ent forth-his .

Word and Healed us, That I (uppiofe ho Inhabi-
tant of oir Land can now {ay I am Sicks

THIs 1s a Berefit we are to Ackﬁowlédge' the -

Mercy of GOD in this Day, and to Praife Hiny
for. PRl ve3. Blefsthe Lord O-my forl, who

bealeth all our Difeafes, —— S
 G6D might have laid His Hand more {oré and
heavy upon us. Made the Mortality preater,and
theSzknefs of miteh longer continuante lave pro-
pagated it into other Towns, and made it apene-
ralCalamity. But He has not dealt with us after
bur Sins 3 but of His great Metcy has faved us.
And where the Malighant Influence had difpenfed
it {elf,and threatned many Places,and {oine of ‘em
large &populous,it$ increafe was happily preven-
ted. GOD that {fits King upon the water Floods,
and bourids the RagingWaves; {aid to 1t, Thhus far
fhalt thou go, and no farther. Surely then we
are under indifpenfible Obligations to make re-
turns t6 Him this Day for fo great a benefit: And
1t concerns us to inquire, What fhall we Render?
2. TRE Fruits of the Earth which GOD has

given Us the laft Summer demand our Returns

this Day. |
Gop is the Fathér of all : The great Houfe-
ftaeper of the Univerfe, cut of whole Stores we

are fed: He gives us our datly Bread ; and there
| 18
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Sword And ftajred his Hand, GOD has mercifully
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s fiot theleaft Cramb. we. have buttve muft ac-
knowledge GOD in it : *Tis He that -gives it us,

Gops-claim wag juft to all Ifreels Glory, and
{o it would certainly be.toall ours. The Profpe-
xity & Welfare of a Perfon ‘or of a Peaple is from
GOD: " Riches & Honours come of thee, {aid Da-
- #id,and to Him he paid the juft Tribute of Thanks.
And becaufe ungrateful  Ifrae/ did not confider
that theigCorn, their Wine, and Oyl, their Gold
and Silver were GOD’s. Bounty to them; H
threatens them with taking thefe away. -

Gop will-be :acknowledged, and 1t is moft fit
He fhould,in all the Bleflings of a People, As no
Man can add; “as our Saviour tells us, One Cubit
%o his-Stature 5 or as fome Read: it, One ¥ Momear
to bts Life.s. So neither can he,contribute a Mite
to his Eftate, without GOD’sBletfhng ——+ -
- "T1sGOD that gives usR4 from Heaven,and
- fruitful Seafons, filling our hearts with-Fopd and
Gladnefs. " *Tis He that canfes the Earth to yield
to us her Increafe, and the Trees their Frust,

T#e Summer paft, it- muft be acknowledged,
has not been egually fruitful with fome others.
Our Land being very unlike to £gypr, and wan-
ting the frequent return of Showers, which 1 the
laft Summer in a very unufual manner have been
denied it ; fome of the fruits of the Earth are
much fHortned, but in fome refpects,and the more
important & neceflary, there has been afufhcient
Harvelt. Qur Corn was not taken away as it
might have been, and as we fear’d 1t would be ;
but GOD has fo far open’d the good Treafures of
Heaven, given Ruin to us, and blefled the labours

B i i_-:._i..__-_-i—ii-. ey JRaie——
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of our-Hands, as that there 1s no lack of Bread,
According to his Promife, He hath called for.the
Corn,and laid no Famine upon us, -Ezek, 36, 29.

Tue Summer before Iaft we fufter'd: by too
much. Rarn, ag we have done this. by reo &irtle.
And our Crops then, efpecially the latter Harvelt,
was very much diminifbed'y yet we were pretty
comfortably carryed thro’ the ¥ear. . And tho’
the laft-Year has been attended with:a very great
Drought, whereby it has been 11 fome meafure,as
the'Prophet . {peaks,.. The Vine-treg:was dried up,
the Figtree: languifhed; and ‘the Trees of the field
withered ;! the Beafts groaned, and the Herds of
Cattel were perplexed for want both of D72u& and
Pafture 5 yet GO D wonderfully préferved the
Corn, and- caufed 1t togrow almoft without mor-
{ture, -that 1t has bronght forth as 1s {aid of the
Land of Cansan,Sixty and an Hundred fold. The
Crops this Yiear much exceeded thofe the Year be-
fore 5 {fnot 1n the Number, yet in the-goodnels
of the Grain, - {o that with GODs blelling - there:
will without doubt be afupply : Bread to the
Eater, and food for Man, and alfo for the Beaft.

. 4. QUR Salvations and Deliverances from,and
Succefles againft our Eaflern Enemies, call for our:
Acknowledgments & Returns this Day. - "

W 4 R s juitly accounted one of the greateit
Calamities of a People: Very {ad & difmal have
been the Effefts of 1t ; what overturnings and de-
{olations hath it made in the Earth, turning great
and- populous Cities into walte & ruin’d heaps.
Whole Counntries have beeir made Defolate by 1t,
their high ways untrodden, the Travelleishave
walked thro' by-ways, and the Inhabitants of the
Viliages have ceafed, . How
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. How difmal was Ferufalen’s cafe, when Invas
ded by the Raman Army ; what confufion were
they thrown into, and at laft, their whole City
deftroyed, as our Saviour had Prediéted it fhould
be. And how many and great Kingdoms were
~overthrown by Alexander and others2 But it 1s
endlefs to reckon up the Tragical Events of War.
Well might the Prophet be put into a Confterna-
tion at the noife of 1t. Jer, 4, 19. My Bowels; my
Bowels, I am pained at my very heart, becaufe thoy
baft beard, O my foul, the found cf the Trumpet the
Alarm of war. Indeed it has never beén with our
Land, bleffed be GOD for it, as it has been with
many other Places. .Yet we know enough of the
unhappy effets of War, to make it a dread and
terrour to-us. And how much more we may
know, before the War thall finith, we have lately
epgaged in, GOD only.can fay. But we hope for
the heft, and His appearance thus far forus; The
Salvations He has afforded us 4 and our unexpected
and unufual Sticcefles againft the Enemy, giveus
encouragement to hope ; As they loudly demand
our devout Acknowledgments, Adoration and
Thanksgiving this Day. Blefled be GOD that
hath not given us a prey to their Teeth ; that we
have occafion, to raife that Note of Triumph, £/ «/.
9-2,4,5,15. 1 will fing praife ta shy Name 'O Doff
High, for thou bafl maintained my right & my cqufe,
Thou fuseft in 1he Throne judging right, Thou baft
zebuked the Heathen, Thou baft deflroyed the wick-
6d, Thou baf} put out sheir mame for ever end ever,
The Heatben are funk down, &c. Thus it has been
with refpeé to fome of ’em, which without doubt,
has fhockt their hopes, & very much dampt thei

further defigns againft ug, Iy
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In the fitt Opening the War, which ufed to
give them the greateft advantage ; and we have
then {uftain’d more lofs m a few Wecks or Days,
than in {ome Years afterwards. Their Succefs
has been no ways anfwerable to what it has {ome-
times been, and we were ready to fear it would
be. Surely this 1s a high Favour of GOD unto us,
and what {trongly obliges us to make Him {ome
proper and fuitable Acknowledgments this Day-.
And then that our Sea-coafts have been in {o great
a meafure guarded from the bloody Frrates, is
what we are this Day to obferve to the Honour of
the Lorp on High, who 1s Mightier than the
Noife of many Waters, and who 1s the Conficeace
ofall the Ends of the Earth, and of them that are
afar oft upon the Sea.

THus hath the LORD our GOD been with us,
Blefled & Profper’d us in the Year pait, Kept us at:
Home and Abroad, i Perils by Sea, and Land :
He hath blefied us in our Merchandize,Hofbandry
and Fifhery : He hath blefled our Zebu/un 1n his
Out-goings, and [ffuchar iy his Tents, Oh that
He'may yet be with s ajid blefs us 3 That His
Salvations may always be nigh uyto ug,and much
of His Glory dwell jn our Land!

5. THE continuance of Qur Ciwil Privileges,
and the good GovernmentGOD ip His Providel{ec*é
hath ordamed for us, both refpeéting cur KIN QG
at Home, and the Powers Immediately over us ;
1s another Benefit we are this Dagy to acknow-
ledge, and make proper Returns to Him for.

G O D 1s the Supreme LORD, and Governoar
of the World. The Reins of Univerfal Dominion
are 11 His Hands 5 by Him Kings Rule: And His

C | Wiflom
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Wildom and Goodnefs muft Particularly be ac-
knowledged in the Authority that He hath placed
over us, 11 the Imperial Crown of Government
at Home with 1s our Honour and Joy.

W 1s £ & Pious Rulers are to be eftimated as
great Bleflings to a People : They are under GOD,
their Defence & Glory.  And 1t 1s becaufe GOD
loves a People that He conftitutes fuch to Rule o-
ver them. Such a Prince we muft acknowledge
this Day to the Honour of GOD i1s Exalted to the
Britifh Throne; A Prince of very Uncommon
Prudence, Lenity and Goodnefs ;3 One that very
much anfwers the charafter of a Nurfing Father
to GOD’s Ifrael y which as 1t adds very much to
the comfort of our Lives; fo 1t fhould to the joy
of our Solemnities this Day. We are to Praife
GOD for him, and that his Throne has been thus
far Eftabhiflv’d, notwithftanding the repeated At-
tempts of his Enemies to overthrow it ; They
have Imagin’d a vam thing : All their Secret Plots
and Confpiracies againft the LORD’s Anointed,
to thake oft his ealy Yoke,and to pluck theCrown
from his Head, and {et it upon another’s, to 1n=
troduce the Bramble tobear Rule iftead of the
Qlirve-tree 5 have been happily difcovered and de-
feated. He that fits King mx Z1en1, hath Laugh-
ed at them, the LorDp hath had them m Denfi-
on. May G O D yet encompafs Him with His
Tender Mercys, and make the Crown long to
Flourith upon his Head. And may his Faithful
Services for G O D and his People, be at laft Re-
compenfed with Diftingmifhing Honours in the
Heavenly World.

AxDn s atnot afmile of Heaven vpon uvs, 2
high
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high Favour to our Land, and what we have
caule to Rejoice 1n this Day, that the Powers
immediately owver us, are Minifters of GOD fot
good unto us: That our * Officers are Peace, and
our ExaCtors Righteoufnels ; That there 15 a ||
Spirit of Wifdom & Underftanding in them, a §pi-
rit of Counfel & of Might, a Spint of Knowledge
and of the Fear of the LogD 3 and that they fin-
cerely defire & endeavour the good of this People, -

I ¥ our prefent Conftitution, and our prefent
Government, we are happy, 1if we can but think
{o; much mere {o than we have realon to think
a1 Alteration will make us; And if there be any
among us that are given to Change, we have no
caufe to meddle with ’em. .

BuT are there not'thofe, to their fhame be 1t
{poken, that Fault the prefent Miniftry and Ma:
‘nagements that Revile Arraign & Condemn the
Rulers of GOD’s People : Reftlefs Spirits, and
that endeavour to make all about ’em {o, by {ow~
ing the evil {eeds of Difcord, Fation & Sedition,
which above all things are detrimental to theState,
Wounding and Deftru&tive to the Body Politick,
But let {uch Sons of Wickednefs remember that to
Speak evil of Dignities 1s a fault of a black Cha-
raéter in the Word of GOD. And to contemn and
{light Rulers, 1sto delpife GOD Him{elf 5 and
therefore they may not think to efcape Pumfh-
ment. '~

Br essgDd be GOD for 1t, we Fave 3 Governour
that has the Tender Regards of 4 Father for us,
that has ever exprels’d and man:fefted Tove to us,
and a Readinefs to {erve us n our beft Tnterefts.-se

O - el | Ot o *-;n_l“w-_ﬂ
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W E have a Magiftracy who have always én-
deavoured to anfiver the high Character they bear
of Gods, to this Peoples That maintamn the
caufe of the Poor and Fatherlefs, and do Juitice to
the Afflicted & Needy, and are a terror only to
Evil-Doers. | L
AND then is it not a valuable Priviledge, that
our Rulers, the moft of them, are of our own E-
" le&ing, That wemay chufe Men, from out of
-all the Trihes of our People to take us by the
Hand and lead us ; Men that Fear GOD, and are
Loyal to the K1 NG ; and that haveunderftanding
of the Times, to know What Ifrae/ ought-to do,
Y (bron. 12.32. |
THEsE things we are to acknowledge this Day
to the Glory of GOD the Father, & of our LORD
JESUS CHRIST,who hath enriched us with thefe
Bleflings: And let us Pray GOD long to conti-
nue them unto us.  Oh that our Goodnels 1n thefe
Refpects may not be as the Morning Cloud, and
the éarly dew that {oon pafs away.
- 6. AND Finally, Our Perfonal Bleffings which
GOD of His Rich Goodnefs hath beftowed upon
us in the laft Year, thould make us concern’d and
Inquire, What fhall I Render toHim ? Our Par-
ticular & Perfonal Bleflings, how many are they,
a vaft fum have the Mercies cf G O D been unto
us Who of us can reckon up the Inftances of
the Divine Care and Bounty to him in the laft
Year 3 vea 1o any Ouc Week or Day of1it.  How
many and how Great Evils hath GOD by the
Guardianfhip & Miniftration of His Augels faved
us from ¢ How many times hath His Merciful
Hand Pluck't us as Brands cut of the Burmng?
And

\
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And how Numerous & Valuable have been His
Benefits unto us 2 His Mercies have been Re-
newed upon us every Morning, and every Mca
ment. :
AND then the Bleflings He hath beftowed upon
our Relations & Friends which we are to account
as partly given to our {elves, we are to acknow-
ledge the Kindnefs & Love of GOD in this Day .
THESE, together with our own, we Refle¢t on
with Comfort, und fhould do with Love and Gra-
titude to the GOD & Giver of ’etn:  Thus I have
confidered the firft General Head ; Namely, fome-
thing of the Gifts & Benefits of GOD unto s in
the Year paft, which are an Obligation upon us to
make Him f{ome proper Acknowledgments. this
Day. I proceed to the Second.

11. W H AT are the Retarns ubich we are
obliged this Day to make to G O D onr Great
Benefalior and Saviowr, for His Blefings ?

WHEN GOD Blefleth a People,He expeéts that
they make Him fome fuitable Acknowledgments
and 1t becomes a People to be concern’d and in-«
quire with holy David, after GOD 1n anfwer to
his Prayer, had granted him  {ome eminent Deli-
verances, What fhall I Render ? ——

WHEN the Ifraclitifh State, from that of a con=
temptible and forlorn Infant, was by the divine
Care and Bounty,become Beautiful & Renowned ;
GOD expetted that they fhould have acknowledg-
ed Him m 1t, made Him the Returns of Love, Gra-
titude & Service,and employ’d all his Gifts to the
Honour of His Name : And when thcy made a
contrary himprovement of them,He was exceeding-

ly
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ly Provoked ; upbraided their vile Ingratitude,
and awfully pumifh’dit. The like Treatment we
may look for, 1f we prove alike Ungrateful and
Rebellious. It highly concerns us then as we
would avoid the imputation of being.an Ungrates
ful People, and 1ts heavy & difmal Confequents,
1o reflet on the many divine Benefits to us, and
offer up our Publick and bearty Thanks for them
To blefs the Name of the LORD for His goodncfs,
4o exalt Him in the Congregation of the People,
and Praife Him 1 our Afiemblies. It was David's
yefolution to praife Him for His Benefits, together
yith a Profetfion of His Love to hun, and Pro-
mife of Obedience.- . .
- 1. W e are Obliged to make the Returns of
Praife & Thanksgiving to GOD for All His Be-
nefits. To Praife GOD for His Peerlefs Excel-
encies & Benefits 5 13 the indifpenfible Duty of
Rational Creatures. To this End were they for-
med, and are they preferved. To deny GOD
this {mall Tribute then, is to pervert the in-
tention of our Creation, and of all His Blefiings.
Natural, as well as Divine Light, the written
Word, diétates to us our Neceflity & Obligation to
a Thankfu] Aclknowledgment of the Mercies frec-
ly given us of GOD. So that to neglect this Duty,
38 not only to bildefiance to Rdligion, to caft
contempt upen the many plain & pofitive Com-
mands of GOD ; but allo to violate the laws of
Reafon and Conicience. ’Tis the Univerful ac-
knowledgment of Mankiud, that all are bound to
Prailc their BencteCtors. The Heathen were {o
{enfible of their obligation herein, that they e~
vected Mopuments of Grarirade to than from
whom
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whom they had receiv'd any fpecial Kindacfs.
Such was the Altar at ashens decicated to the
Unknown Gad, 1. e. to fome Uncertain Bencfatlor,
And an Ungrateful Perfon was liable to Punifh-
ment, hoth by the 4rberman and Perfian Law.

SINCE all our Bleflings are the Free Gifts of
Heaven, and we can lay no juft'claim to any One
of them; we can do no lefs than Ackuowledge
them, to the Praile and Honour of GOD. And
not to Afcribe the Praife of all our Mercies to
Him, is ineffe&, to difown our dependence upon
Him, and to deny Him to be the giver of them ;
and fo to fruftrate the great defign of His good-
nefs, which 1s to lead us to Repentance, to excite:
us to vertue, and engage cur Hearts to Him.

THERE 1s a very great & plealant Varlety 1n
the Giftsof GOD unto us 3 and they all call upon
us to Praife Him ; this is the demand of every
Mercy 3 and the negle& of 1t, will be very Pro-
voking to Him. Spsritual Bleflings efpecially re-
quire thisReturn fromus 5 thefe are of a Superiour
Nature, and in them the Glory of l.1vine Good-
nefs 1s efpecrally Illuftrious. InfinitePraife 1s due
to GOD for providing us a Saviour, to deliver us
from Hell, the defert of Siny and for all the rich
Benefits that flow down to us from the Death of
CHRIST. Hereby the Fountain of divine Mer-
cy 1s opened, from whence we derive all the Blef-
fings and Comforts of our Lives.

2. LOV Eto GOD for His Benefits, 1s another
Return, which we are oblig’d to make to GOD.
When GOD caufes the Sun of Profperity to fhine
upon a People, and waters them with thowers of
Blelings « it is certainly an Obligation upon them

to
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to Love Him; and by the negle® of this, they
juftly forfeit His Favours. As 1t would be U
natural & Sordid in a Child, noursfh’d & brought
up at the Brealts of 1ts Mother ; and therefore to
whom the Higheft Afte¢tion 1s due ; tohave but
an indifference for her,or rather an Averfion : fo
for a People to whom GOD hathr thown very {pe-
cial Favours, that have heen nourifh’d at the
Breaft of His Providence, and loaded with His
Benefits to grow forgetful of Him, or to make
Him the Returns of Evil, or Hatred, inftead of
Love ; 1s the moft difingenious and bafe that cap
be, and enough one would think, to Provoke a

Merciful GOD to Retrac His Favours, and fhut
His Hand.

A s we Love our Natural Parents, who are hut
the fecond Caules of our Being. And as we Love
our Benefators, who are but the Inftruments in
GOD’s hand of our Well-being ; fo, and much
more are we obliged to Love GOD), from whofe
Rich Stores all our Bleflings come; who beftows
upon us all we have, and 1s under no Obligation
todo any thing for us, and has no defign m i,
but our Good. He Confers His Bleflings that He
may render Himfelf Dear to us, they come on
this Errand. The voice of all 1s that we Love
the LorD ; but our Ears are deaf, our Hearts are
frozen. His Gifts prove His Rivals 1 our Hearts,
and we place that Love upon them, which is His
Due; but how unwarthy 1s this, and how unrea-
fonable, and unjult, and wherein will 1t Termi-
nate ?
 THE warm Beams continually darted down
upon us from this Sun, thouw'd thaw our congealed

| * Afteltion
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Affe@ions in love to Him., As the Load-{fione
turns the needle by it’s attractive Influence and
keeps it fixt to 1t felf : {o the Divine Love fhould
have a Transforming Efficacy upon our hearts
and draw them off’ from all other Objeéts ; anti

fix them upon G O D entirely and for ever.
" 3. THE Benefitsof G OD unto us, are an Ob-
ligation uponus ro Devste onr Jelves 1o Him 1n
‘a fettled Regular courfe of Subjefiion and Ovedis
ence, . SR
Tuis Holy David was apprehenfive of, and
therefore Profefles, v.'16 O Lord,'truly I am 1hy
fervant, Lam ihy fervant,—— ithox baft loofed
sy Bomls, " And Refolves v, 13. I will walk be-
fore. thee in'the Land of the Living. The Rela~
tion of Creatures we ftand in to GO D, gives
Him a Right to Command us to what Services
He will, ‘and it is our Duty to engage in the Task
He {ets us, how feemingly Difficult foever, with
a refigned and chearfull Spinit, and without Des
lay. As'we are.to choofe GOD for our chief Good
for our Everlafting Portion; and to fix all oun
Hopés, Defires and Love upon Him 3 {o we mufk
{ubmit to Him as our higheft Lor b, and manage
at all times under the awful Senfe of His Autho-
rity over us;. and of His all-{feeing Eye upon us.
And as the Law of GO D muft always be tha
Rule we at by, our Compafs to .irett our Courle
thro the dangerous Voyage of this World ; {o His
Glory muft be our ultimate and governing Defigiz
in all'we do.  We were not made for our {¢lves,
nor thould we Live ‘to. our {elves, but to Him
that made us, and " Glorify Him with our Badies

and Spiriss, feeing they are both His, -~
| b W
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W e muflt make a Pradtical Acknowledgment
. of GOD’s Benefitsto us. In this way we mutt
exprels our Gratitude for them, and 1n this it 1s
moft evident, It 1s certainly a vain Pretence
that we are fuitably affected with the Mercies of
G O D, and thankful for them; if we are not
Influenced by them to Difcard even our moft be-
loved and favourite Lufts; and to Live a Relig]-
ous and Holy Life. A Subje&t certainly mani-
fefts His Loyalty to his Prince more by a find
Obfervance of HisLaws,than by all his fairWords
and Speeches, 'When our Lips and Lives Har-
monize in the Praifes of G O D it1s a certaip
Indication of our Sincerity, and that we have a
proper Refentment of His Bleflings.

THE Creatures below us, in their feveral De-
orecs of {ubordination, ferve to the Hononr of
their Creator, and on whom they Depend ; And
thus fhould Men efpecially be employed,to whom
the Divine Benefits have been many more and
greater; and who underftands his Obligations
for them. And then 1t 1s both the Honour and
Happinels of a Perfon or People, to {erve GOD.
‘The Advantage of Religion is vaft & furpnzing s
the Gains of Godlinels are Infinite. If we are
{incerely Devoted to ferve (G O D here on Earth,
He will Crown our Services, ( tho in them{elves
imperfet and worthlefs ) not with Eartbly Blef-
fings only, but with the Happinefs and Glory of
Fleaven.

THIs is the way tq be Blefled 1n this World,
and m the World to come. And when Death
calis us off from our Services here ; 1t will trapf-
s our Souls fo Heaven, and we fhall for evey

{hare
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thare in all the Dignitics and Pleafures of that
Court,
Tuus we are to Acknowledge the Benefits of
G OD unto us, by a Datiful Thanksgiving 3 by
our Skpreme Love, and faithful Services: and 1
might add by our Charity and Mercy to others.
Thus the Devout Fews on their Publick Thankss
givings, were careful to fend Portions to them
for whom nothing was Prepared, Neb. 3.10.
Efth. 9.93. Whofe Example thould Influcnce us
to do thelike. But efpecially we are ebliged as
far as our Abilitics will allow, to [mirete G O D
in a Diffufive Goodnefs. The Divine Charity has
a very extenfive Reath, and includes all Perfons
within the Line of 1t’s Care 3 a Pattern for us to
Commiferate the Calamitys of others, and con-
tribute to their Relicf, as far as we are able.
This, if regularly perform’d, will be an accepta-
ble Return to our Great Benefaltor. G O Dwll
be well Pleafed withit, and highly Recompence
1.

Tuese are the Returns we are to make to
GOD for His Bleflings, and however mean and
hittle 1in themfelves 5 and can’t atall advantage
the Almighty ; yet G O D knows, they are the
very Beft we have, and indeed all that He re~
quires of us 3 and if we are fincere and hearty in
‘em, He will accept onr Offering, and account
Himf{elf Honoured: For He has fa1d, He that of«
fers Praife, Glorifieth Him, and the l1ving Sas
crifice of @ thankful Heart, and chedient Life
is accéptable to Him, beyond the Dead one of

tatted Bealtss |
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L k4 us then attend the PBufinefs of This
- Pay, and alcribe Praifes to our G O D, the Praile

of all nur Salvations and Deliverances, and of

all oir Mercies. Tho the Praifes of Angels,thofe
- flames of L.ove wait on Him, & they ftand ready
about His Throne, with their Obedient & Holy
Servicess yet He will not difdain ours, if they
be fincere, and flow from Hearts duly {enfible
and affeCted with His Blellings. Let us then Re<
folve with Dawid, 1o take the Cup of Salvaiion,
and call on the Name of the LO R D 5 to offer
to Him the Sacnifice of Thanksgiving. And
that we will walk before Him in Holinefs and
Righteoufnels . " 7 7= ~fanr Lives. Let His
many Benefits to us, attrat our ... - to Him,
Let us make Him the Return of our moft ardent
A ffedlion, render up our Hearts entire to Him,
who doth jultly Demand, and highly delerve
them. And let us this Day rencw the Dedication
of our felves to Him, our {folemn Covenant with
Him and refolve upon a fteady courfe of Obedi-
ence to Him, and that from henceforth we will
make Religion our Bufinefs; and His Glory our
Ruling Defign.  We can do no lels, than with
our utmoft endeavours to ferve His Intereltss
fince He hath {o much fervedOurs.  Let us then
avouch the LorD this Dav to be our GO D, and
that we will walk after His Laws, and employ
all cur Powers in all Dutife]l Regards to Him.
Let us ferve Him in the very belt manner we
can, with a Veluptare, Confiant and the moft

A | cxact
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d exalt Obedience. Inthis Method, and no other;
i Thall we engage His Prefence yet with us, His
4 Care & Bounty to us;:He will then beftow upon
b us, not only Temporal, but Licrnal Bleflings.

i PR 419 E isthe work of Heaven,the employ»
| ment of dngels ; they {inga New Song before the
| Throne. The Saints are joyful m Glory, the
| High Praifes of GOD are 1n their Hearts and
: Mouths 5 and they fhould be m our Hearts: Let
| t1s then joyn that noble Choir in the Afcriptions
| of Blethng, Glory & Thanksgiving to GOD, and
t tothe Lamb. " Let us be Thankful to the Loap,

| and Blefs His Name for all His Gifts to our Land,
and to our Selves.

TrHERE are none of us, ( how {ad & {orrowful
{oever, our Condition has/been in the Year paft )
but we have many Bleflings to give a Merciful
GOD Thanks for,and He expects that we acknow-
ledge 1t this Day, to the Praife of His RichGrace.
Let us then confider, as we'can, His Benefits unto
us,wherein He hath Blefied & Profpered us 5 The
- Death’s and Dangers He hath faved us from, and
the whole Store and Treafure of corporeal Blef=
iings He hath heaped upon us, and give Him the.
deferved Praife of them: |

BuT efpecially let us call tomind the Sprritual
Blethngs He hath vouchfafed us, what He hath
done for our Souls. And if GOD, who 1s ready
to forgive, has Pavdoned our many Sins, whereby
we are not only exempted frotn all Obligation to
fuffer the Curfes of the Law, and the Pains of
Hell; butare become Interefted in His Favour,
and Receiv’dinto the near Relation of Children to.
Him, and {o have a Right to the moft valuable

In-
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wnheiitarce this 13 2 High favour, a great and Ins
cftimable Bleflng, whicl' wehave Infinite caufe
to Acknowledge to Him in Love & Thankful-
nefs this Day, and every* Day of our Lives. If
there has been a faving change wrought 1 us by
the Holy Spisit 1n the Miniftry of the word ; or
by His Prdvidences in the Year paft 5 If we have
experienc’d what it 1s to be Borii agaim, have
tafted of the heavenly Gift, and are called mto
the Love and Fellowfhip of CHrisT ; We are
this Day to bow our knees before GOD 1n Thank-
ful Acknowledgments of His undeferved and
diftinguithing Mercy herein to us. But if we

have remained another Year in an Unconverted
Eftate, and have the guilt of all our Sins lying
heavy upon us 3 Oh how {ad & deplorable 1s our
cafe! Let us Tremble at the thought. And
without a Moments delay, fall down before GOD
in humble Confeflions, and earnelt Supplications
for His Mercy thro the Merits of a Compailionate
Redeemer. Letusnot dare to bring our O/d Sizs
into the New Tear 5 this will be nioft unhappy
forus. But letus be advifed to a fpeedy Repens
tance for them and Amendment of our Lives—
{0 Day while it 75 called to Day 5 for we know not
what may be the Event of another Year or Day:

A¥D let us Thank GOD, as for our Perfonal
Benefits, {o for all His Mercies toour Land 3 and
alfh to our KING & Nation. Let us be humbled
b=fore GOD for all the Sizs of éurLand.  Sigh
and Cry for the Abominations that are ¢ommitted

among us.  And let us Pray that the Wicke'dnef%
of
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f the Wicked may come toan Fnd, that all' Ini.
uity may ftop her Mopth. Let us Réfolve for
OD, and agarnft Sm, Purify our Hearts, Pr

way the Evi] of our domgs from before kx

Eyes, and learn to do well, Seek Judgment, Re-
lieve the Opprefled, Judge the Fatherlefs, and
Plead for the Widow.—— If we are willing and
obedient, we fhall eat the good of the Land, and
GOD will Blefs the enfuing Year, and crown it
with His Goodnefs, and make all His Paths drop
fatnefs ; Yea, He will be with vs and keep us in
allthe way that we go, during our Pilgrimage in
this World, and give us Bread to Eat, and Rai-

ment to put on; and will at laft bring us all to
His Houfe 1n Peace,

A N D now Blefled be the LORD GOD of
Ifrael from Everlafling to Everlafling s And ler
ali the People fay, dmen, Hallelujab, Plal,106.ult.




