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“To the Right Honorable the

Earl of DarTmoOuUTH.

My LORD,

HEN I view the original right,

power, and Charter confirmed,
fealed, and ratified to the province, or
inhabitants of Rbode-Ifland, and its
ftanding in full force, and unrepzaled
for more than an hundred years ;
furely your Lordfhip will not blame
them, if they ftand faft in the Liberty
wherein they were made free : The
words of their Charter are, ¢ Be it
¢ enalted, that no freeman, fhai! be
*¢ taken, or imprifoned, or deprived of
“¢ his freehold,orliberty, or free cuftom,
¢ or be out-lawed, or exiled, or other-
““ wife deftroyed ; nor fhall be oppref-
‘ fed, judged, or condemned, but by
*¢ the laws of thiscolony.—And that no
 man, of what ftate or condition fo-

¢ ever,
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«¢ gver, thall be put out of his lands
¢ or tenements, nor taken, nor impri-
4¢ foned, nor difinherited, nor BANISH-
¢ gp (obferve this my Lord) nor any
<« way deftroyed, or molefted, without

‘¢ being, for it, brought to anfiver, by a
<« due courfe of law of this ceLony.”

As afly,or a worm, by the law of na-
ture,have as great a right toLiberty and
Freedom, (according to their little
fphere in life) as the moft potent mo-
narch upon.earth : And as there can be

no eflential difference between your
Lordfhip and myfelf in the kingdom
- of Liberty, but what is political, I
thetefore, without any further apolo-
gy, take leave to afk your Lordthip,
Whether any one that fears Gob
and loves his ncighbor as himfelf,
(which is the true feripture-mark of a
Chriftian) wiil orprrEess his fellow-
creatures ¢ If Le does, where arg the
beauties of chriftianity 7 Not to be feen
in this life, howescr they may be
in the next. |
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I uave feen an authenticated copy
of yourLordfhip’s letter to the Gover-
nor of Rbede-Ifland, in which are fuch
DICTATIONS, DIRECTIONS, and pofi-
tive COMMANDS, to opprels with ty-
ranny, a free pesple, as are inconfiftent
with a good man or aChriftian to have
any coacern or agency in. The law
of Gop dire&s us to do unto others,
as we would they fhould do unto us.
And knowing that your Lordfhip is
well acquainted with the divine ora-
cles, having had the honor to dine
at your Lordthip’s feat in Staffordfbire ;
and being, when in Exgland, perfonal-
ly acquainted with Mr. #right, your
Lordthip’sSteward, and with the good
and pious character which your Lord-
fhip bears, with fubmifiion toa perfon
in your exalted ftation, may I take
leave (as a fellow-chriftian, as ome
that loves, as the higheft happinefs of
his exiftence, the beauties, fpirit, and
LIFE of chriflianity) to afk whether
your Lordfhip would like to have an
Englifbman’s birth-right, Liberty and

Freedom
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Freedem taken away by his King, or
Miniftry, or both ! Would not your
Lordthip immediately fay, it is tyran-
ny, oppreflion, and deftrultion, by a
defi;+'z power ? Would not your
Lo:dfhip be ready to alarm the nati-
on, 2nd point out the political hapi-

nefs of the people upon the eve of de-
ftruction.

My Lorbp,

ARre not the Liberties of the free-
born American Rbode- [jlanders as dear
to them as thofe of Brizons 2 Ilave
they nct their own laws, judges, and
juries to defend and determine their
rights ! Suppofe a Nobleman had
broke the laws of his King and coun-
“try ;5 would he not be willing, nay, has
he not an undoubted 7ight to expedt
to be tried by a jury of his peers, ac-
cording to the laws of the land > How
would he like to be fettered with
irons,and dragged three thouland miles
ia a hell upon water (a man of war)
to taxe his trial 7 Is not this contrary

to
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to the fpirit of the law, and the rights
of anEngl ifbsram £ Yet, my Lord, have
you not given direion, as the King’s
agent, or the agent of theMiniftry, to
deftroy the rights and laws of the
Americans ' If great men, apd good
men, andChriftians can do fuch things
as thefe, when in power, heaven grant
that the opprefled may be relieved
fram their iton yoke and cruel bon-
dage in this world : For, I think, my
Eord, that fuch men, who take away
the rights of any people are neither
fit for heaven or earth, neither fit for
the throne or the dunghill.

Your Lordfhip lets us know that
the cafe of barning the Gafpee Schooner
has been laid before the Law Servants
~ of the Crown, and that they make the
crime of a dcepcr dye than piracy ;
namely, ¢ an a& of high treafon, and
““ levyirig a war againft the King.”

My Lord, fuppofing this to be the
cale, are not the Rbode-Iflanders {ub-
Jects to the King of Great-Britain ?

B Has
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Has not the King his Attorney and
Courts of -Judicature to decide mat-
ters betwcen the King and the fub-

jects ? Why then muft there be new

Courts of Admiralty erected to appoint
and order the inhabitants to be con-
fined and dragged away three thoufand
miles from their families, from their
laws, rights, and liberties to be tried
by their enemies ? Do you think, my
Lord, this is right in the fight of
Gop and man ? If the Rbode-Ifland-
ers fuffer this infringement of their
libertics, granted them by their Char-
ter from the King of England, let
them never complain of any hard-
thips they may fuffer from any ty-
ranny : For was there ever, fuch .cru-
clty, injultice, and barbanty Unitéd
againft a frec people before ? and my
Lord Dartmouth to dire in this mat-
ter ! from whom wemighthave expect-
ed mildnefs, mercy, and a defence of
the rights and liberties of the people.

Your Lordfhip’s letter frequently
reminds



DEDICATION. xi

>

reminds us that this deftrutive su-
thority to depriv: the people of their
invaluable privileges, is his Majefty’s
will and pleafure. How far his Ma-
jefty may be influenced and dictated
by his Miniftry 1 will not take upon
m: to fay; but furely his Majefty is
a perfon of more tendernefs and un-
derftanding than to aim of his own
heart at fuch tyranny : Befides, his
attempting to infringe the Rights of
the people on a bare fuppofition of
offence at once deftroys his Right,
on revolution principles, to reign over
them as their King : For, according
to his coronaticn oath, he has no lon-
ger a right to the Brk Crown or
Throane, than he maintains inviolably
firm the Laws and Rights of thé peo-.
ple : For violating the people’sRights,
Cbarles Stewart, King of England loft
his head. 1 reverence and love my
King ; but I revere the Rights ‘of an
Enghfbman before any king on earth.
I would greatly diftinguith between
arighteous King and a reigning De-
{pot :
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fpot :-The one is thé¢ guardian and
truftee 'of the Rights and Laws of the
people ; but the other deftroys them.

BesipEes, my good Lord, the in-
habitants -of America know as well
. as the people of England,that the right
and fountain of power and authori-
ty originate in THEM as the feat of
Majefty, the authors of laws, and the
creators of officers to execute them :
And if at any time they fhall find the
the power they have conferrcd, abu-
fed by their TRUSTEES ; theirMa JEs-
TY violated by tyranny or ufurpation ;
their authority proftituted to fupport
violence, or fkreen corruption 5 the
laws grown pernicious through ac-
_cidents unforefeen, or rendered inef-
feCtual through their infidelity : Then
it is their R1geT (and what is their
right is undoubtedly their privilege)
and duty as their effential Power and
Majefty, to refume that dclegated
authority which they intruiled them
with, and call their truftees to an ac-

‘ COUNT ;



DEDICA TION. xii

COUNT ; to refift the ufurpation,-aad
extirpate the tyranny ; to reftore their
injured Right and eflential MAJESTY,
and their proftituted AUTHORITY ;
to fufpend, alter, or abrogate . thofe
laws ; and punith the unfaithfui:and
corrupt oflicers. Nor is it the duty
only of the united body ; but Every
member of it ought, according to bis
refpective rank, power, and weight in
the ¢community, to coNncur in ad-
vancing thofe glorious defigns. This
i1s, my i.ord, the happy conftitution
of England,the power, right, and ma-
Jefty of the people, which has been
frequently recognized and eftablithe-
ed : By which majcfty, right, and
power, Kings are made and unMADE
by the choice of the people ; and
laws ena&ted and anmnulled ouly by
their own confent ; in which none
can be deprived of thcir property,
abridged of their freedom, or jforfeit
their lives, without an appeal to the
laws and the verdi&t of their peers or
cquals. My Lo:d, as this is accord-

mng
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mg to the laws of Exgland, the liber-
ty, privilege, and power of his Ma-
yefty’s fubje@s in Great-Britain, why
not then the privilege of his Maj:ity’s
fubjets in America ? Has his Majefty
(as it feems to be laid upon him) two
kind ~f laws, one for England, the
other for America ? Your Lordfhip
fays it is his Majefty with his Privy
Council ; I fuppofe the latter. Be it
who it will, whether the King, Min:-
Sfry, or Parliament, they have no more
sight to do it than they have to take
your Lordfhip’s life. Has not your
Lordfhip a right to oppofe any power
that may affault your Lordthip’s per-
fon, right, or privilege, without its
being deemed rebellion _againft the
King and State ? Then furely,
my Lord, an American has the fame
undoubted right to oppofe every
ufurping power, let it be from whom
it may, that affaults his perfon, or
deprives him of his own law or Liberty
asan American. Has he offended 2 Yes.
Is he willing to be tried by his own
laws ?
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" Jaws ? Yes. Then that man, that
" King, that Minifter of State, (be he
who hic will) is worfe than a Nero-
TyrANT. chat (hll afflume to drag
him three thoufsnd miles to be tried
by his ENEMIEs.

WHAT is rebellion, my Lord ? If I
underftand it right, Rebels are.per-
fons rifing up, with an afflumed au-
thority and power to a&, diate, and .
rule, in dire@ violation to the laws of
the land. I believe, my Lorp, | am
_ right, for thisreafon, becaufe yourG-—-

F G, and your G r T N,
when in Nortb-Carolina, thought fo;
and like cruel, blood- thxrﬂy Javages,
murdcred maankind for-uniting to op-
pofe that bloody power who attempt-
cd to deftroy their L1vEs and LiBer-
Ties. This was, my Lord, a crud
barbarous flaughter of mankind.-—
However, if it was deemed rebellion
W thcem, and they were treated as re-
bels, bacaufe they (as the miniftry
faid) broke the laws of the govern-

ment
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ment .of the Province. Then furely it
follows, that the K--g, M--s-ay,
and P————t are Rebels to Gobn
and mankind, in attempting to over-
throw, by guns, by fwords,and by the
power of war) the laws and 'govern-
- ment of Rbode-Ifland. Have not the
Rbade—-]]?ander: as much right to the
phvnlegcs of their own laws, as the
King of England has to his Crown ?
' Sure they have. Then furely that

nan muﬂ be a Tyrant in his foul that
deems it rebellion in the Rbode- Iflond-
ers if they kill every man that attempts
to deftroy their lives, laws, rights, or
liberties. -

It is true;my Lord, the Gafpee Schoo-
ner is deftroyed, and thereby the laws
of Engiand are violated, as you appre-

bend,either by Indbans out of the woods,
or by - Rbéode-Iflanders, 1 cannot fay
who ; butitisa query with me, my
Lord, whether there be any law broke
in burning the Gafpee Schooner. 1f it
was done by the INprans (which isthe

current
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current report) then there is no law
broke ; for the Scripture fays, wbere
there is no law, there is no tranfgreffion.
And it is well known that the Indians
were never under any law to the En-
glih. Did 1 fay they were never un-«
der any law to the Englyh ? Heaven
forgive me ! I mean, my Lord, no
other law than Enghfh tyranny ;
the fame law that fome would fain
bring the Americans under now. But
fuppofe, my Lord, that this deed
was done by the Rbode-Iflanders, the
query is ftill with me, whether there
be any tranfgreflion committed, ac-
cording to the above citation. For
the queftion is, do the Rbode-Iflanders
reecive their laws from England ? If
fo, therc is a tranfgreflion committed
againft thofe laws ; but if not, there
1s no tranfgreffion ; for it is faid, where
there is no law, there is no tranfgreffion.
For my part, I cannot fee how any
man in America can be faid to break
the laws of England. The whole lies
here 5 the laws of America only are
C broke ;
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broke ; let the offender then be tried
by the law which he has broke : What
can juftice, (I had almoft {aid #yranny)

defire more ? However, my Lord,
there is another idea arifes in my
mind, (and" it is no wonder, for the
Boflonians are very notional) which is,
if there is any law broken, is it not the
King and Miniftry who have broke it.
Somc perfons would be glad to know
what right theKing and Miniftry have
to fend an armed fchooner to Rbode-
Ifland, to take away the priviledge of
the people, any more than they have
to fend an armed {chooner into Bref,
and demand the property of France.
You know that the King of Enghnd
has no right, according to the laws
of Gop and nature, to claim the pro-
perty of the Amerzcans without their
confent. Liberty, my Lord, is the na-
tive right of the Americans ; it is the

~ blood-bought treafure of their Fore-
fathers ; and they have the fame ef-
fential right to their native laws as
they have to the air they breath in, or

to
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to the light of the morning when the
fun rifes : And therefore they who op-
prefs the Americans muit he as great
enemics to the iaw of nature, as they
who would be,if it were in their pow-
er, vail the light of the fun from
the univerfe. My Lord, the Ame-
ricans have a privilege to boaft of
above all the world : They never
were in bondage to any man, there-
fore it is more for them to give
up their R1GHTs, than it would be
for all Europe to give up their L1BER-
T1Es into the hands of the Turks.
Confider what Engli/h tyranny their
Forefathers fled from ; what feas of
diftrefs they met with ; what fava-
ges they fought with ; what blood-
bought treafures, as the dear inheri-
tance of their lives, they have left to
their children, and without any aid
from the King of England ; and yet
after this, thefe free-born people muft
be counted ReBELS, if they will not
loofe every right to Liberty, which
their venerable Anceftors purchafed at
fo
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fo great expence as to lofe their lives

in accomplithing ; and fhall not their
defcendants be ftrenuous to maintain

inviolate thofe facred Rights, which
Gop andNature have giventhem,to the
lateft pofterity. O America! America
let it'never be faid that you have de-
ferted the Grand Caufe, and fubmit
ted to Englifb minifterial tyranny.

My Lord, I hope I need net remind
your Lordfhip of the enquiry that the
divine Meffiah made to Peter, when
they required a tax, or tribute from
him. Of whom, fays CHRIST toPefer,
do they gather tax ; of zhe children
or of firangers 2 And Peter faid, of
ftrangers : Then, fays CHRrisT, the
children are FREe. Now, the Gafpee
Schooner, my Lord, was a ftranger, and
they fhould, if it was in their commi(-
fion, have gathered tax from ftran-
gers ; but inftead ofwhich they would
gather it from the children, They
forgot that the cbildren were free :
‘Therefore, my Lord, it muft certainly

Le,
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be, that thc Gafpee Schooner has com-
mitted the tranfgreflion and broke the
laws of the freedom of this country.
Nodoubt, my Lord, but they have a
right to tax the ftrangers who come
to dwecll in their country ; but to
tax the children which are free in
their own native country, nature for-
bids it ; the law of Gop condemns
it ; and no law, but that of tyrants
can defire it

THEREFORE, it was, my Lord, that
the children (who are by the laws of
Gop and nature FrREE) looked upon the
Gafpee Schoomer as a ftranger, and as
fuch they treated her : But when the
ftianger attempted to gather tax of
the children who are free, then they
looked upon her, as a Pirafe, who
took away their property without their
confent, by violence, by guns, by oaths
and demning power. This they thought
looked fo like piracy, they did not like
it : They thought the behavior of the
ftrangers was very unpolize ; as they

could
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could not fo much as - pafs by them,
but muft bow to them, and come to
them : This the children, who were
free, did not like, but thought it beft
for themfclves and the ftrangers all to
be free : And therefere, one night,
my Lord, they, it is faid, fet the ftran-
gers (who by the way were all prifon-
ers) free—free upon the face of the

wholeearth; and topreferve them free,
they burnt their prifon. Now, my

Lord, would it not be hard to hang
thefe poor men for it ?

HowgevVER,if there is any law broke,
the Gafpee Schooncr, by the power of
the Englyb Miniftry and Admiralty,
have broke it, by taking away the

Liberties of the Americans. And yet
muft the Americans be punifhed for it

contrary to their ownlaws. O!amaz-
ing ! Some would be glad to know,my
Lord, what right the King of England
has to reign overAmerice? It cannot be
an hereditary right that lies in Honsver :
It cannot be a parliamentary right that
lies in Britain ; nor a vilerious right,
for
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fo: theKing of England never conquered
America. Then he can have no'more
rightoverAmerica than whatthe people
have, by compad, invefted himiwith,
which is only a power to protelt them,
and defend their rights civil and reli-
gious ; and to fign, fcal, and.confirm,
as their King, fuch laws as the
people of America (hall confent to. If
this -be the cafc, my Lord, then
judge whether the Admiralty or the
Miniftry are not the tranfgreffors in this
affair, by fending armed Schooners to
America, to take by power and {word
the pecple’s property. And if anyare
to be tried for law-breaking, it furely
ought, in juftice,to be thofe who broke
them. But the peoplec of America a@,my
Lord,very honeft in the affuir ; they are
willing to Gi1ve and TAKE ; to give
the Englifp offenders the liberty to be
tried by their own laws, and to take
the fame liberty, if they have of-
fended, to be tried by their own laws.
They furely have as much right to the
privileges of their own laws as the

King
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King of Eng/and has to his Crown, or
as the: natives of Britain have to the
rights cf an Enghibman. My Lord,
how cruel, how urjuft, how unanfwer-
before Gop and man muit it be, by
afly violence and power to deftroy the
rights and laws of the . Americans.

Tue clofe of your Lordthip’s let-
ter is enough to make nature fhud-
deg .and ftand fagnated as a teftis
mony againft minifterial bloody pow-
er. It notonly gives a right to every
sImer:can to be angry,but to be exceed-
ing angry with your Lordfhip, where-
in you tell the Governor of Rbode-
Ifland, that it is his Majefty’s pleafure,
that General Gage hold the troops in
readine(s to afiift this aflumed Court
of Admiralty to deftrey the rights of
the people. What, my Lord, are
bleody Bonner's days fo near America ?
O America ! O America! What the
bloody power of the fword and death to
aid Civil Magiftrates to deftroy the
~people’s rights ? Stay a little, my Lord,

give
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give a little breathing time, for it is a
folemn thing to die. What man—

what good man, more efpecially what

Chriftian can he be, that can giveand
feal a teftimony as an agent, not only
to deftroy the rights of a people, but
opprefs them with the military power
of blood and death, is enough to make
the Earth to reel, and all Heaven to
mourn. Be aftonithed, O ye Hea-
vens at this! I hope, my Lord, never
to fec that bloody, barbarous affaffi-
nation in America, which I faw the
Scotch barbarian troops, through the
orders of Lord B s and Lord
W——>b fpread in St. George's ficlds.
Remember the blood of young ALLEN
crics toHeaven for vengeance in their
face ; and a louder voice than that of
Abel’s blood, which cried to Heaven
for vengeance, is ftill heard in Boffor
ftreets, againft a bloody military pow-
cr ; and though the murderers efcaped
by a fcene well known to fome, but too
dark to explain, yet the Gop of truth
and juftice ftands at the door. Sup-

D Poﬁng
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pofing, my Lord, that the Rbode- Iflan-
ders, for the fake of the blood-bought
Liberties of their Forefathers ; for the
fake of the brithrights of their chil-
dren,thould thew a {piritof tcfentment
againft a- tyrannical arbitrary power
that attempts to deftroy their lives,
liberties, and property ; would it not
be unfufferably cruel for their doing
what the law of nature and nations
teaches them to do to be butchered,
aflaflinated, and flaughtered in their
ftreets by their own King ? Confi-
der, my Lord, that we muft all appear
before the judgment feat of CurisT ;
that it would be a cold cordzal for your
Lordfhip, at the bar of Gop, to have
thoufands of Americans rife up in judg-
ment : Yet F would rather this thould
be the cafe, though I fuffer death with
 them, than they fhould lofe their
eflential rights as American:.

BuT it may be mect to let your Lord-
thip know, that if the Amoricans unite

(as there feems a good profpedt) to
' {o
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ftand, as a band of brethren for their Li-
berties. They have a right, by the law
of Gob, of nature, and of nations, to
relué at,and even to refift any military
or marine force. But furely the exile
troops in their Caftle, and the marine
forcein theirharbour muft be intended
in readinefs for the French, not for
Anericans ; for can it ever enter into
the heart of a mother to murder her
children ? of a King to kill his fubjects ?
of an agent to deftroy the rights of
the Colonies he reprefents ? Bur fup-
pofe, my Lord, that it fhould be the
bloodyintent of the Miniftry, to make
Americans fubjelt to their flavery ;
what can the Miniftry expe& but 4/50d
for 4l22d, fif: for life, and deatb for death
to decide the contention. This bloo-
dy fcene is infinitely far from being
defired, nor can it ever be executed
but at the expence of the deftru@ion
of Englarnd. And you will find, my
Lord, that the Americans will not
fubmit to be SLaves : They know
the ufe of the gun, and the millitary art
as
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as well as any of his Majefty's troops
at St. fames's : And where his Majefty
has one foldier, America can produce
fifty free men, and all volunteers ;
and raife a more potent army of men
in three weeks, than Esgland can in
three years. But Gobp forbid that I
fhould be thought to aim at rouzing
the Americans to arms, without their
rights, liberties, and oppreflion call for
it. For they are unwilling tQ beat to
arms : As loyal{ubje@s they love their
King : Theylove their Mother-Coun-
try : They call it their Howme,
and wifh nothing more than the prof-
perity of Britain, and the glory of their
King. But they will not give up their
rights, nor be flaves to any power
upon earth. Therefore, myLord, as a
peace-maker ; as their agent ; as their
friend, lay their grievance before their
King. Letthe Americans enjoy their
birthright bleflings, and Britain her
profperity. May there be a mutual
union between the mother and her
children, in all the bleflings of life,
trade,
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trade, and happinefs : Then,my Lord
both Britons and Americans, will call
you blefled.

WisHING from my heart,the invio-
lable prefervation of the RiGgurs and
LiBerTiEs of the AMERICANS, and
the growing happinefs of ENGranp.
For this end, the following ORA-
TION on the Divine RiGgHTs of the
People, is, with permiffion and reve-
vence, put intoyourLorDpsHIP's hands,

By your Lordfhip’s moft obedient,

humble Servant,

A BriTisH BosTonIAN.

INTRODUCTION

TO THE

O RATTITION.

_IBERTY, my dear Hearers, is
the life of life, it is the foul of

) man,the breath of the divineBe-
ing—L.iberty,itthines with thelightof
the
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the morning—the rifingSun,as the he-

rald of Heaven proclaims it— Angels
adore it—fun, moon, aad ftars in.
their courfe praife it. The Heavens
fing of it—the worm feeks it—fire
and hail, fnow and vapour, ftormy
winds and raging feas, waves and bil-

lows, mountains and all hills, fruitful
trees and cedars, beafts and the cattle

upon a thoufand hills, the waving "
corn and flying fowl, in the Heavens
aloud declare it, and all the trees of
the field, fays the Prophet, clap their
hands. LiBerTYy ! who would
not prize it ? Who would not adore
it ? Itis the finithed work of Hcaven !
the glory of omnipotence ! the majef-
ty of a Gop ! the difplay of his pow- -
er, wifdom, and perfe€tion. All na-
turc befpeaks it ! and the whole Cre-
ation, in its primevial ftate celebrates
its praife.  The Hcavens declare thy
alory, O Gob, and th: firmament fhez-
cth thy bandy aweirk. ‘The Heavens—
as the word denotes to expand, open,
or fpread abroad. O this is Liberty

diivne,
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divine, the unoriginated glory of the
Deity. What is Liberty in all
its beauties ? Is it not the image of
Jeuovau ? the refemblance of the
Gop whom we adore ? The bright-
ncfs of his power,and the firft blefli;gs
of love to mankind, from the womb
of the morning. Hence that phrafe
among the Pocts, the goddefs 1 iberty ;
from its being fo nzar a-kin to the
Deity, as thz eternal right of nature,
and breath of every being. Where
is the mw that would not fpread her
banner, thout her viGory—refide be-
neath her winge,and proclaim with the
Gentile Champion of theLor b of Hoft,
Stand fafl in tde Liberty wherein
CHRIST bath r:a.l: you free, and be not
entangled in tl: yok: cf bondage. What
are the wings ¢/ the morning, the glo-
ries of the c:eztion, the beauties of
redemption, but the expanfion of Li-
berty ? If I tuke, (fays the Prophet)
the wings of the morning. How grand.
the thought ! How fublime the expref-
fion! What are thefc wings but the
chariots
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chariots of Libety—the kingdom of
the mind—the path thatAngels walk--
the way that man defires ; the blefling
that the Gop of Hecaven has given.
Therefore nature put forth her hand,
and took it as her right : Gop Jfaid,
Let there be light and there was light ;
let 10, dry land appear and it was fo : And
be breatbed into man the breath of life,
and man became a living foul. The
beauties of redemption—Here let me
make a folemn paufe—The word re-
demption denotes it, the Prophets de-
clare it, the Apoitles preached it, and
Curist has fealed it. This is the
fubje@®, my dear Hearers, of our pre-
fent meditation~the theme of ouc
thoughts—the orb of our blifs—the
hemifphere of our happinefs. LiBERr-
TY, it invites me, nay it more than
invites me, it commands me with her
dying looks, languithing in your arms
to fpeak, however little I may fay for
her before fhe dies—from the words
of the infpired Prophet.
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That they may do evil with both Bands
earncfily, the Prince afketh, and, the
Fudge afketh for @ reward ; and the
great Man be sttereth bis mifchievous
defire : So THRY WRAP IT UP.

I MDELITY, zeal, and faithfulnefs

for the inviolable prefervation of
the beauties of LiBerTY, both civil
and facred, when tyranny reigns by
authority, is whit every man of foul
and fentiment will admire : This the

Prophet Micab appeared to be replete
with, as one who revered the laws of

his Gop, the rights of the people,
and the liberties of his brethren,above
any arbitary authority of the King, ot
defpotic power of the Senate, Li-
BERTY has inall ages had her friends,
hervotaries ; the law that binds Kings
tm feiters, proteCts her kingdom as her
ftrength and power in the face of
death and dahgers. For this end
was the Prophet Micab raifed byGon
E .
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in the days of that wicked King, A-
haz, 2 Chron. xxviii. 1—19, 22. And
Ahaz was twenty years old when be be-
gan to reign, and be reigned fxteen years
in Jerufalem ; but be did not that which
was right i the fgbt of the LorD, like
David brs fatber. Ver. 19. For the
Lorp brought Judah lw, becaufe of
Ahaz, King of Hrael ; for He made Ju-
dah niked, and tranfireffea fore againft
the Lorp, ver. 22. And in the time
of this difirefs did be trefpafs yet more
agamfl” the LorRD—this is that King
Ahaz. : -

- Hencr it was that theProphet, like
a Son of LiBerTY in the day of
adverfity told the oppreflors of the
people, That the bef of them was as a
brier,and the moft upright of them fharper
than a thorn bedge. By this figure
the Prophet makes the people feel as
well as hear. That thofe Ptinces,
Rulers, and' Judges who deftroyed the
Rights of the fubje&ts were as great a

curfe to the -sTat=, and likewife to
the
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the people as briers aad thorns are to
the earth. Behold with what ma)cf-
ty and commmand the Prophet {peaks !

As an herald of the Lorp of Hoft,

who had received his commiflion from
the Gop of Heaven. His words come
mand attention ; he fpcaks with ener-
gy divine, Micahi. 1. The word of
the LORD that came to M:cah ‘the Mo-
rafthite i the duys of Jotham, Ahaz,
and Hezekiah, Kings of Judah, wbich
Le faw concerming Samaria and Jerufa-
lem. Andinver. 2, with what {pirit,
power, and pathos, like an Orator in
Ifrael~like aPoet as well as aProphet
does he deliver himfelf to. the pe0p]c
Methinis I fec the Prophet as it were
take the wings of the morning, the
frec unbounded thoughts ' of his
fou!. and furvey the diftant globe,
-..ngs the inhabitants of the earth be-
fc=-him, and place them as his audi-
ence at his feet, Then, like a Maf-
ter a Prophet, a fweet finger in Ifrael,
he 0id, Hear all ye peaple, bearken O
eart’ and all z!;l;t therein is. How
' poetical
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& poctical and fublime ! How folemn

~does the Prophet declare the meflage
of Hecaven to the people ! Where is
the car that can now be deaf ? Where
is the heart that does not feel ? Bebold,
fays- the Prophet, tbe LorD cometh !
&1 may. the univerfe move, and alt
the earth obey,when JeHovaH comes,
before whom all nations are as no-
thing, who fupports all nature with his
ARM ! and commands Heaven with 2
Jook, and worlds unnumbered with
a2 word. fHere we may borrow the
grand ideas of the royal Prophet,
Pfa. cxiv. 7. Tremble thou earth at the
prefence of the Lorp, at the prefence of
the Gop of Jacob! How grand and
majeftic, how heavenly and fublime
does the infpired Penmen of Ifrae/ {peak!
Their oratory is divine ! their words
arc omnipotent ; the figures they ufe
are tranfcendent,—~their ideas are like
thofe of Angels, Hab. iii. 3, &c. Here
Homer's thoughts, and Virgi/'s ideas, fq
much admired, perith with poverty,
coldaefs, and death,before the majefty
8
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and fublimity of the Orators in- JA
zec). Thefe are the Chermts ! Thefo
are the harfemen thereof ! Hence, fays:
the Prophet Micad, Hear ye now what
th: LorD faitd : Arife, contend thow
Before the mountains, and let the bils.
bear tby voice. ‘This is language di-
vine ! and confirms the BiBLE to be
a revelation from Heaven : Hence
the Prophet proceeds to deliver his
embafy in fuch lofty images to the
people, Hear O mountains the LorD"s
controverfy. And what this contro-’
verfy is, that the mountains, and the
hills, that the earth and all therein:
are called to hear, theProphet expref~
feth in the words preceeding our text,
Tbe good man is perifbed out of the earth,
and there is none upright among men ; .
they all lie in wait for blood ; they bunt
every man bis Orother with a net. How
beautiful a defcription is this of man-
kind. Is the good man perithed ?
What is he in the grave ? Yes.
Then you fee the reafon why man-
kind are fo miferably miftaken in

{ecking
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feeking for. the good man. |, Tie good
meon i; perifbed, fays the Prophet : But
mankind are {ecking the living.among,
the dead ; and it feems nothing will
prevent “them, (it may be with a
good defire) if the irony has not too
much fteelin it. The words of a rich
man in a very unkappy place, occurs
at this time, Luke xvi. 30. And be faid,
Nay, Father Abraham, but if one went
to them from the dead they will re-
prat ; nothing lefs than this can ex-.
cufec them. Does not the Prophet
tell. them, that there is none upright
among ~en ¢ Why will not mankind
then believe ? Does theProphet fpeak
a word more then men and mortals
daily find, and feel, either religiouf-
ly or politically, that there is no
man of perfetlion.—-Therefore he
adds, they bunt every man bis brother
with a nct. By this mectaphor thePro-
phet becautifully defcribes the fur-
rounding, cntangling fnares,and catch-
ing defigns of mankind, of Prieft and
people, that it is hard to clcape the

nel ;
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net ; but it is much harder to get out
of it. ‘Take it politically, How is the
net fpread ? Does not an arbitary
M y»a penfionedG r, a2 block-
ed up Harbour, a Caftle fecured, with
2 voice like anArch-angel, tell you? If
not, let the voice of the blood of your
brethren inKing-ftreet fpeak. Butit
faid, in  <ain is the net [pread in the
Sight of any bird ; which gives a chear-
ful hope that the cagle-eyed Agericans
will prove, by their love to Liberty,
thatitis in vain, notwithftanding the
united powers againft them, as they
are expreffed in the words of my text;

THAT they may do evil with both
bands earneflly, tbe Prince afketh, and
the Judge afketh for a reward; and the
grect Man be uttereth bis mifchievous
defire : SO THEY WRAP IT UP.

WHicH words are the fubjc& of our
prefent thought, and, in their natural
branches, are as follow ;.

THAT they may do evdl.

EviL
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Evis is the efence of fin, and the
difmal confequence of it : Itis afbam
guile, or the ponderous weight of guil-
tine(s before Gop and man. Hence
we fee the beauty and bleffing of that
direQion in our Lorp’s Prayer, dei-
ver us from BviL, and the happinefs
of our Lorp's interceflion for us, 7ob.
gvii. 15. I pray not that thou (houldeft
take them out of the world,but that thoi
Soeuldeft keep them from tbe eviL. Like-
wile we now fez the important re-
queft of Yadez, who was more honour+
able than his brethrea, who prayed
0 the Lorp and faid, Kecp e from
iviL that it may not grieve me, and
Gob granted bim the thing that be re<
qucfied ; and likewife the beauty of
David’s petition, Let not any fin or
xviL bave deminion sver me.

Fuis thews if evir be the effence
ind guilt of fin, how wicked muft it be
€6 comimit it==ro di it with bizb bands:
And yet how much more to do it ear-
#efily. To da evil then is drealdful to

mankiod -
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mankind; it wounds their confciences 3
it ftains their names and reputation
before Gop and man—it is difmal
to a family, as it often plunges them -
in afli¢ion, to mourn in fackloth and
athes—it is difmal to a congregation,
as it breaks the beauties of peace and
the happy bonds of love-~Itisyet more
difmal in a Minifter to commit or
continue in any evil, as he thereby
ina great meafure vailes the beau-
ties of the blefiings of falvation.

BuT it is dreadful in a political
fenfe, which is at prefent more im=
mediately our theme and thought,
when theKing’sMiniftry, Senates,and
Tudges of the land unite to deftroy the
Rights and Liberties of the people.
O what an evil is this ! But to do it
with both hands, namely, with all
their princely power, arbitary authc-
rity, and united ftrength,this is dread-
ful indeed ; but to do this evil earzeffy,
as tho' their h:art was {et upon it with
all the intentnefs of defire, feeling no
tear—hearing no prayer—feeing no
forrow—haskening to no petition—

F regardlefs
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regardle(s of cvery remonftrance from
the people. What are their hearts
adamant ? their breafts brafs ? their
nature iron > What, can nothing a-
waken them ? Does not the kingdom
trgmble, the Crown fhake, while the
pillars of Liberty totter ? What, do
they want an Aiexander to move them ?
2 Ceefar to conquer them ? Are not the
prayers and petitions of the people,
efpecially the united millions of Ane-
rica, and Great-Britnin, more power-
ful to perfuade than the arms of the
ufiiverfe to conquer ? Are the beau-
tics of mature, {afety and fecurity, lefg
the bofocm of the King ? Or are the
guardian Angels of honour, feeling -
and fidelity left the Senate ? What
do the people afk, that their King will
not hear them ? Is it any thing un-
réafonable ? Does it exceed the bounds
of the prayer of infpiration ? And they
Jpake unto bim, namely King Rebobo-
am, [aying, If thou wilt be a SERVANT
unty this people, and wilt ferve THEM,
and anfwer THEM, and [peak good words
20 THEM, then they awill be thy fervants
Jorever. Ir
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Ir they afk no more, they have the
fame right to be hcard as the King
has to the dignity of his Crown—
and what may not the King fear,
if he has Rehoboam’s heart, by the dd-

vice of his young Counfellors, he will

furely find the fame revolution in his
people that Reboboam did. So when
they faw that theKing bearkbhed not un-
Lo them, tbe peo,ble anfwered tbe ng,
JSaying, What portion bave we in David?
Neither bave we inberitance in the Son
of Jefle, &c. For as it is the peo-
ple’s -power that gives the King a

right 5 reign over them, fo the fame
power binds him upon oath to redrefs
their gncvances Knowing this, that
he receives all his power and majcﬁy
from them,and that he isonly the ap-
pointed or royal Guardian of their
Laws, Rights, and Liberties—zalled
by fome great Lawyers, the nation’s
Cbief Judge. This makes thofe fayings
of the pious Bithop Burnct (the
man who turned the key of nations,
and Rrought Kings to the throneg)
worthy the remembrance of the beft

of
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of Princes, *“ There is not any thing
‘““more certain than this, that Kings
‘¢ are made for the people, and not the
““ people for them : That perhaps
‘¢ there is no nation under Heaven
““ more fenfible of this than the Ex-
“ glyb nation ; fo that if the Prince
¢ does not govern by this mxim, the
¢ people will foon grow very unkind
¢ to him : That a Prince who would
* command the praife and affeCtion
“of the nation fhould not aim to
“ ftrotch his prerogative.  This will
¢ lay fuch a degree of confilence in
¢ him that he will ever be fafe in the
““ peopLe while they feel they are
“¢ fafe in 1M, and nolonger.” This
Cbarles Stewart feverely felt, who
inftead of ruling by the royal ftan-
dard (the laws of the people) deftroy-
c¢d their Rights; for which he fell
into the hands of fuch men who cut
off his head. In this cafe how ftriking
is the Prophet Micab’s {peech, Hear
this, I pray you, ye-heads of the koufe of
Jacob, and PRINCES of the boufe of I~
racl, that abbsr judgment and pervert
&/l equity. Bur
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BuT this leads us to the fecond
branch of the text, which s,

[ Tée Prince afketh. ]

Tue chara&er of a Prince is very
exalted, majeitic, and fuperlative a-
mong mezn.  Som: fay it is facred :
Hence you have that phrafe, his sa-
crep Majesty ; but however ma-
jettic or facred the naine of the King
my be, it is well knowa, that he dz-
rives and enjoys as King all his ma-
jeftic chara&esr from the muyelty of
the people.  How bzautiful to this
purpofe is that pocztic difcription of
the fweet finger in Ifrael, Pl 1xviit.
27. There 15 litticB:njamin w:th THEIR
Rilers, t5:Prin:z2s of Jadah with THEIR
council, th: Princ:s of Zzbulun, and
the Princzs of Naphtali Hence we
read, of tbe Princes of I(rael, Heads of
the boufe of th:ir fathers, whr w:re
Priaces of their tribe. )

[ Tée Prince afketh. )

WHAT is the requeft of thePrince ?
If it be the love, duty, affe@ion, and
| loyalty
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loyalty of his people, they are ready
to dedicate their perfons, lives, and
fortunes for his Majefty’s {afety, dig-
nity and crown, and to {ay, O King
live forever ! if their King will reftore
" their injured Rights, and preferve in-
violably fure, the enjoyment of their
Charter Liberties. Let them but pay
their Governor and their Judges—
make their own laws—fettle their
taxations—fix their own courts—~have
their Catftles free—1nd their harbour
open—then the Prince may afk, and
it will be given him, to the half of the
kingdom, until the Britifb ftreets are
paved with American gold,

BuT if the Prince afksth an autho-
rity over the government of Rbode-
Ifland to fix a new court of Admiraity,
authorized to feize and confine fuf-
pe&ed perfons, guilty or not, and drag
them away three thoufand miles—the
hufband from his wife, his children,
his home, his friends, his all, through
a fcene more difmal than Pzuto’s hor-
'rid kingdom, to be confinzd and ‘tried
' for

“&
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for life by a jury of ftrangers, if not
enemies, on the accufation of aNegro.
The law of Gop, the law of nature,
and the foul of man forbids it—juftice
cannot defire it—it can only be tyran-
ny that can affume it. .

Is it not all that equity can afk,
if they have broke the law, to be tried
by their own law, and a jury of their

own peers ? This particularly is the
Charter Right of the Rbode-Iflanders,
whereby the Governor of the pro-
vince, the Judges of the Superior
Court, the Houfe of Reprefentatives,
are folemnly bound by cath to main-
tain, to rule, govern, decide cafes,
and determine oNLY by their own
laws, and will the Riode-Iflanders
lofe this Right, the ftandard of
their Liberties ? This leads me to
the third branch of the text,which s,

[ The fudge afketh for a reward. ]

THE chara&er of 2 Judge isavery
exalted one, and in fome ref] pedts it 1s
more folemn and facred than thatof a
King, and aught therefore to be held

-t



48 An ORATION on

imhigh eftecem, reverence and refpe,
as it bears fuch a figurative refemblance.
of the Judge of all the earth, wbo will
do right.

BuT, as thetext {ays, The Fudge aft-
eth for a reward. If it be for his fidelity
in his high office, for his honorable
fupport, according to the dignity of
his charatter, you are bound in duty,in -
afte@ion, and in obedicnce to let him
have it. Shew your affetion and gra-
titude to your Judges by a readinefs to
reward them as the Guardians of your
Rights, as thofe who from their hearts
fhould prote® and hand forth the
Liberties of their brethren to them.
This is the way to become a band of
brethren, from the Governor, to the
meanc(t fubje@. Is not the whole of
your camplaint in this relpe&t owing
to your not taking an earlier oppor-
tunity to fettle fuch falaries as their
merit labour, and expence deferve.

Bur if the Judge af% for a reward
from theCrown of Britain, let them not
have it by any by any means: For if
once the Judges of the courts of Fud:ca-

ture
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ture of this province become dependent
on the favour of the Crown or Miniftry
at Home fcr thetr fupport or falarices, you
will become 2 nation of flaves to mini-
fterial power. For thereby you fubmit
the key of all your eiential Rights as
AAmericans to be in the hands of yout
enemics. 1f you fufter the Judges to
become dependent for their pay upon the
Miniftry of Englind, what are they then
but the Mintfiry’s fervants 2 If fo, it is
natural to fuppofe, they muft a& as the
Miniftry dire@s them : If not they will
be unfaithful fervants; and if faithful to
theMiniftry, wherethen are your Rights ?
W here then is the fecurity of your lives or
your property ? For a more bold, daring
innovation upon your right of power,
decifion and determination by your own
laws, refpe&ing your liberty and proper-
tv between man and man, between the
Crown of England, and the Rights of
Anerica cannot poflibly be made, or
attempted to be made,than to make your
Judges dependent upon the Briiyh Mi-
niltry. Itisin effec, giving up your
right to all you have, to all that you
G or
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or your children can ever poflefs. For
the poficflion of a perfon’s right,whether
hereditary,or by purchafe, depends much
upon the dctermination of the Judges.
And if theJudges are wholly to be depen-
dent upon the Crown of Englund, for
nomination and fupport, then you may
eafily judge whofe fervants and flaves you
are to be : His fervant ye are, fays St.
Paul, whom ye cbey.

TuE Judges have the key of the laws,
the hearts of the Lawyers, and the power
of furies much in their own hands. But
the lives of the peaple, the rights of the
fubje&, and the difpofal of their property
was originally intended to be determined
by Furies oxLY : And as theJudges have
afflumed by cuftom, a power of ditating
to Lawyers even at the dar, and dire&ting
the Fury ; it then becomes them the
more to be men fearing Gop and bat-
g covetetoufnefs 5 for be that ruleth over
men muft be jult, ruling in the fear of Gop.

Tuis leads us to the third branch of

the text, which is,

[ And the Great Man ke uttereth bi:
mifchievsus defire. ] T
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THuis great man muft be fome Abito-
phel ; but are there no Davids in Ame-
rica 2 Or are you not all Davids, 2 Sam.
xv. And David faid, O Lorp, I pray
thee, turn the codncil of Ahitophel intg
Soolifbnefs. Itis a felf-evident obferva-
tion, that when the Rights and Liber-
ties of a people are deftroyed, it is com-
monly by the mifchievous defign of fome
GreaT Man ; I do not mean by this
Great Man, 2 man of a great foul. No!
So far from it, that I rather think as to
greatnefs of foul, ten thoufand fuch may
dance a minuet or a country dance on
the point of a cambrick needle, and not
juftle each other. I remember a ftory,
but whether it was in Europe or America,
I cannot fay, but think it was ‘n Ame-
rica : However the purport of it is this,
A Tradefman brought in a bill toa
great Gentleman, fo called ; the Gen-
tleman found, as the Tradefman faid,
a. thoufand faults with the bill. This
was too much charged ; that was too
much, and he would not payit. The
Tradefman fays, Sir, I will never wait

upen you more, and I believe the D—I1
will



52 AnNORATION on

will not, for you are 2 man of fo little
foul, that he will be at a lofs where to
find you. Is not this mifchievous iman
fuch a one ? But who this GREAT MAN
is, whether Lord B—e¢, the Duke of
G——--n, Lord H—h, or Lord Ne—— )
1s not fo matcnal 3 it is not thc man,
but the ac&ions of the man which are
- faid to be mifchievous : This is what the
Americans feel, as the text fays.

[ He attereth bis mifchievous defire )

OR as the words import the mifchief
of hisfoul—That his foul, time, thoughts
and talents are intenfely engaged to pro-
mote, fecure, and eftablith his mifchie-
vous defign, eithef by bribing the Mi-
niftry with penfions, the Majority with
places of profit, the ears of the King
with bad advife, the clofet and the cd-
binet councils with arbitary direGions :
Thus he uttereth his mifchievous difire to
cftablith in the King's mind a divine
right of authority to command his {ab-
je@s, and the obligation of the people
pafiively to obey, with this great autho-

titative argument, I7 is bis Majefly's will
and
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and plea/ure, with the advice of his Ma-
jelty’s council, when in reality it is on-
ly the great man uttering his mifchievous
defign, it not of overthrowinz the ftate,
yet of detroying the Rights of the peo~
ple.  This attempt in Charles's reign
rouzed the people to arm;, to recover
thofe Charter Rights th:y firlt ob-
tained fivord in huand.

Wiuar deflign can poflibly be more
mifchicvous than this to his Maj=fty’s
perton, family, crown and dignity. His
Maje:ty’s pecfon cin only be fafe in the
hearts of his people, while the pcople
find their Libeitics arc fafe in him :
His family’s fafety is the people’s affec-
tion to them, anl their royal fup-
ply is thc people’s generofity ¢ His
crown 15 in the hunds of his people,
thercfore to be continued or removed
only by their authority and power : His’
dignity can only be maintained by them,
as their rights and priviledges are main-
tained by him, O then what a mifchievous
defign mutt it be in this Great Man to
alicnate the affetions of his Majefty’s
fubje@s, by afluming with the King or

n
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in the Miniftry, a defpotic power over
the Rights of the people. This is the
great caufe of all our national mifery,
the bane of our diftrefs, and the fource
of unhappinefs both to the King and the
people—a people who are remarkable
for their loyalty, and are willing to make
their King the moft happy Monarch up-
on the earth, provided he will but pre-
vent this Great Man’s, or the Miniftry’s
mifchievous defign of the ruin of their
eflential Rights and Liberties ; then
the King may chufe his own happinefs
and enjoy it. Therefore, it muft be the
moft mifchievous defign that can pofii-
bly be known or heard of, that carries
in it fuch plain afpects of diftrefs to the
King and State, as well as deltru&ion
to the people, to find that by this /-
chievous defire, neither their lives, li-

berties, or pi'opcrtics are fafe which is
always the cafe when an arbitary Man
orMiniftry rule over the people. Would
it be uncharitably kind to leave this
Great Maun, for his mifchicvous defign

againft King and State, a dying legacy,

1f not he may have mine, which is, “That

'L hC
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* hc may be ten thoufand years in paf-
*“ fing through fpace—to pafs ten thou-
¢ fand times fwifter than the rays of
‘“ light—to be ten thoufand years in
¢ going—live there ten thoufand years
‘“ on bread and water, and when he
‘¢ comes back to be ten thoufand times
‘¢ thinner than the edge of a razor.” It
is rather a hard legacy I own, but not fo
hard as to fend a foul to Hell to all eter-
nity, which you know good men fre-
quently do. It is only fifty thoufand
years punithment for uttering his /-
chievous defire ; by that time I hope that
all mankind will forgive him, and let
the -Great Man go free.

BuT this leads me to the laft branch
of the text :

[ So THEY wrAP IT UP. ]

THurse words are figurative, and are
taken from a Merchant or Tradefman’s
wrapping up of parcels, or goods he
fells, by way of fafety, completenefs, or
fatisfiction to the buyer : Or it may be
a metaphor taken from wrapping or
folding up a letter by way of fecrecy.

D
s



56 An ORATION an

[ So they wrap it up. )
| T@KE it ip apolmcal fenfe by way of
fafety—The Miniftry admires.the Great
Man’s mxfchlcvoqs deﬁrc—-—“ It will do
they fay—it will be very fafe for us—lgt
us keep .our power and make the pea-
ple obey,and thennothing can hurt us—
let us keep our place gnd penfion, and
,let the peqple know our authority : 1f
theyw:ll not fubm\t we will make them;
‘What is tthmg s atmy for> What are
his Majefty’s flicets for? What is all the
mxhtary force of the kingdom for ? We
will order Gcncral Gagze to be in readi-
nefs with his troops at Rb~de-—]ﬂ ind. The
peoplc of America, {ay we, have no nght
of power to tax them, or appoxm]udgcq
and their falaries—we will let them
know, that the King has a right to ap-
pointJudges,Courts of Admiralty Jimpofe
-revenues, lay taxes upon them,fend mili-
tary forces, block up their harbours ;
Jet us commmand them, compel them,
.and-get the key of their laws and power
of their Rxbhts and bef:mes into our
own hands, then all wxll bc {afe.” So
they wrap it up.
BuTt
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BuT if we take it for comp‘etcncf’s-—a
or a thing well done, then it completely
fets forth the defign of the Miniftry to in-
flave the Americans ? It completely an-
Twers, fay they, every end. By this de-
fign the King's power is maintained, the
prerogative of Parliament is kept up,
our authority is preferved, our intereft is
fecured, and our power in America will
be enlarged, only let us eftablith this
defign of making the provinces of fme-
rica fubmit to the power and taxation of
the Eangtih Parliament, this will do
completely : So they wrap it np. |

Or if we take the words wrapped up
by way of fatisfattion to the Selles=e
that the purchafer is pleafed with his
bargain—what metaphortan more nobly
defcribe the fatisfaCtion that af arbi-
tary MAN or mingfiry take, in compels
ling the people, as it were with a rod -
of iron, tamely to fubmit to their arbj«
tary meafures.  ¢¢ This, fay they, is a
¢ pleafing, fatisfaltory planeewe have
‘ brought them to pay duties for teasms
‘ to fubmit to cuftom-houfe officers to
‘¢ fearch their veflels, to make feizures,
' to pay imports, clearances, and entries, fo

* thae
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“ that they cannot import a hat, nox
““ carry a pound of wool acrofs a bay,
““ nor take a box of Lifbon lemmons, nor
‘“a pipe of wine, nora puncheon of
““ rum, nor any f{ugars or molafics to
¢ Amcrica, without our leave, and their
‘- paying duty for it ; this will do ; this
‘¢ is agreeable, and gives us fatisfacti-
on.”  So they wrap it up.

BuT if we take the words, from the

fimilitude of a letter being folded or
- wrapped up, as it contains a fecret.

This idea of the words no doubt will
open the whole- Arcana of the mifchie-
vous defign ; at prefent it is wrapped
“up, like a letter, and remains a fecret ;
~ butwhenitis open, then your Gentlemen,
Farmers, and Landholders will know
" the fecret it contains, however unfecl-
ingly infenfible many of them now are,
" that every acre of land they enjoy muft
: pay a tax of one, two, or three (hillings
fterling annually--every apple they rear--
every barrel of cyder they make—the
~ foap. they ufe—the candles they burn—
the fhoes they wear——:he light of Heaven
théy enjoy muft all pry tax quickly to
the King of I ng/and To tax your
blcﬂmga

Lol 4 -~ .
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bleflings you may think it is hard, but
when they come to tax the only curse
of the land, New-EncrLanp Rum, -
what will you then think of that >

BuTt I clofe with an addrefs.

First, this fhews, that an arbitary -
defpotic power in a Prince, is the
. ruin of a nation, of the Crown, and of
the fubjets ; therefore it is to be fear-
ed, abhorred, detefted and deftroyed, be-
caufe the happinefs of the King, and the
profperity of the people are thereby not
only in danger, but upon the brink
of deftruction. Every age and every
hiftory furnifthes us with proofs, as clear
as the light of the morning, of the truth
of this. And was not this lately the cafe
in Sweeden, when the King with a few
of his Sewators and miniftry about him
deftroyed theRights of the people, by the
power of the {word, and eftablithed his
defpotic will as the law of the land, by
the tyranny of death ? And has not an
unjuft arbitary power over the Rights.
of the people been the caufe of thedding-
{fo much blood,and of the diftreffes inEn- -
gland, ince the conqueflt of fulius Cefar ?

Bvy
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Bur itis the {ingular happinefs of the
Americans,according to their own laws,
not to be in bondage to any power upon
the earth. The King of Eng/and has no
power to enalt, or put in force any law
that may opprefs them; his very attempt-
ing to do it, atonce deftroys his right to
reign ovet them. For the brighteft gem
which the King of England wears in the
Bru ib Crown, is that majefty, truft, and -
Conﬁdencc, which the Americans inveft
him with, as the King and Guardian of
their Rights and Liberties.

TugParliament of England cannot juftly
make any laws to tax the Awmericans ;
for they are not the Reprefentatives of
America ; and therefore they are no le-
giflative pawer of America. The Houfe
of Lords cannot do it, for they arePeers
of England, not of America; and if nei-
ther King, Lords, nor Commons have
any right to opprefls or deﬁroy the Li-
berties of the Americans, why is it then
that the Americans do not ftand’ upon
their own ftrength, and thew their
power and importance, when the life of
life, and every Liberty that is dear to
them is in danger ? THERE-
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THEREFORE,let m: advife you withall
the power of affeCtion, with all the pa-
thos of foul,(as onc who efteems the full
poflflion of Rights of the Americans, as

the higheft blefling of this life) to ftand
alarmed. See your danger—death is

near~—deftru@ion is at the door.—Need
I{peak ? Are not your harbours blockad-
ed from you? Your caftle fecured by
captives—your lives dcftroyed—areve-
nues impofed upon you—taxation laid—
military power opprefling—your CHAK «
TER viglated—your Governor penfion-
ed—your conftitution declining—your
Liberties departing, and not content
with this, they now attack the /ife, the
faul and capitol of all your Liberties, to
create your Judges,” and make them in-
dependent upon you for office or fup~
port, and ere@ newCourts of Admiralty,
~ to take away by violence, the hufband
from his family, his wife, his home,
his friends. Such cruelty and tyranny
ought ever to be held in the moft hateful
contempt, the fame as you would 4 ban-
ditti of flave-mahkers cn the coaft of Africa.

Has not the voice of vour Father’s
blocd
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blood cried yet loud enough in your ears,
«¢ YeSons of America {corn to béSlaves ?”
Have you not heard the voice of blood
in your ftrcets, louder than that which
reached Heaven,that cried for vengeance.
That was, faith the Lorp to Carn, the
voice of thy brother’s blood, but this is
of many brethren. Therefore, if there
be any vein, any nerve, any foul, any
life, or fpirit of Liberty in the Sons of
America, thcw your love for it ; guard
your freedom, prevent your chains ;
ftand up as one maa for your Liberty ;
for none but thofe, who fet a juit value
upon this blefling are worthy to enjoy it.

Scconp Remark,That it is not rebellion.
I declare it before Gup, the congre-
ga'.oa,and all the world, and I wouldbe
glad itit reached the ears of every Briton,
and every American i That itis no re-
bellion to oppofc any Ki.g, Miniftry,
or Governor, that deftroys by any vio-
lence or autii.:i;y whatever, the Rights
of the people. Shall a man be deemed a
rebel that fupports his ownRights? It is
the firft law of nature ; and he mufl
furely forget the laws of nature, In
his own confvience, who will not

do
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do it. A right to the blefling of freedom,
we do not receive from Kings, but from
Heaven, as the breath of life,and efl:nce
of our bzing ? Do not the birds of the aif
expand their wings? ¥ 'he fith of the {ea
their fins ? and the worms of the earth
turn agairr whentheyare trodupon? And
{hall this be deemed rebellion ? Heaven

forbid ! Shall Nabsth’s difputing with

King Abab, refpe&ing his vineyard, be
deemcd rebellion ? Or the people fending

- home theirGoverour in irons fome yea.s
ago, be dcemed rebellion ¢ It is no more

tebellion for the people to ftand up for,

and maintain their rights than itis to
breath in the free air.

Finavrrvy. Letsall lovers of Liberty,
truth and juftice now unite as one man
in recovering and firmly eftablithing the
Liberties of America: That the imerican
- Parliament may enjoy every power and
priviledge the Engli;/hParliament enjoys :
This will invigorate and brace up all the
and nerves of the ftate, while every joint
member is held to its properplace by
the indiffoluble bond of intereft.—In this
way the Briti/b nation may be come the

mofk
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moft glorious that ever exifted fince time
began, and continue increafing in glory
and triumphing in the arms of freedom,
and be matter of THANKSGIVING until
time {nall end.

L

A few STRICTURES on LIBERTY of
CoNsCIENCE, part of which was de-
livered at a Public School in Boffon,
and were left out in all the former
editions, but is inferted in this by
particular defire.

[ Liberty of Confecience. ]

' HATisit ? Is it not the moft
noble blefling of life, the birth<

right of Angels, the morning of mercies,
and the happinefs of mankind as the eter-
- nalright of nature. Liberty, is it any
thing lefs than falvation ? Did not the
filver trumpet, under the Mofaic law,
proclaim it ? the year of Yubdlee founds it ?
the day of atonement fings of it 2 and the
fealt of tabernacles feaft upon it. Shall
man then be athamed of it when Angels
proclaim it—all nature feeks it, and the

Mefliah
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Meffiah has divinely fealed it as the
grand embafly and meflage of his love to
mankind, which was, o proclaim Liberty
to the captives, and the opening of the pri=
Jon to them that are bound ; to proclaim the
acceptableyear of theLorD. Liberty thow
noble the thought ! How grand the
idea ! It is the kingdom of Seraphs,
the fublime felicity the Gofpel declares,
If the Son make you frec, then are you free
indeed.

LIBERTY, it is cocval with the Sun, its
birth is the dawn of the morning—its
happinefs are the beauties of creation—es
its bleflings are unnumbered like the
drops of the morning dew==it is a king-
dom to itfelf—and but few dwell there-
in; O mournful happinefs ! What fhall
I call it,a happy mifery, tobealmoftalone
in'love with Liberty of Confcience in all
its beauties and branches ? Solemn fo-
litude this indeed ! How few are the
minds that are in(pired above fear @
Where are they that do not couch be-
neath a frown ? Where is the man that
dares to feel every pietcing dart in his

bafom for Liberty of Confcience ? thas
I will
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will venture to make a vigorous ftand,
and dare the enemy boldly to the face,
until death fhall put a period to his ex-
iftence ? O who is it that makes this
Liberty his care ? Which ought to be
the concern of all men, as it is the benefit
of all. For myfelf, rather than give it
up, I will ftand fingle in its defence, I
can but lofe my life, with my refoluti-
on to maintain Liberty of Confcience,
even for thofe, who, according to na-
tion, are my brethren, my kin{men, ac-
cording to the fleth, and they are wel-
come to every facrifice, to every power,
~and every talent. I look upon them,
having it figned by many witneffes, that
they are diftrefled in their Perfons, in
theic Properties, and in their Confcrences,
by the laws of the province, for which
reafon I have reprefented their diftreffes
feelingly and plainly, and have fpoke
boldly for their Liberty ; * for as the
confciences of mankind are only an-
fwerable to Gop, they ought to have no
other ruling power but the word of Gob :
Though they are a diftrefled people, yet
fo

* AuERICAN ALARM,
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fo dark are mankind, in general, re-
fpeing Liberty of Confcience, that
there are but few wbo fee any beauty in it,
and I expe@ no thanks for what I have
faid on this head, but am fure of ample
fatisfaCtion arifing from having difcharg-
ed my duty. Why fhould I expet any
more reward than the Prophets in Ifrae/
had ? Myfes, the great deliverer of the
people, found whatothers feel ; ¢ Lorp,
fays he, thefe people are ready to flone me.”
And Ekjab, the man who found the
nearer way to glory, faid, when he had .
exerted himf(elf for the divine and facred
Liberty of Confcience, I only am left,
and they feek my life.

SoroMmonN has a beautiful fimilitude
to this purpofe, Eccl. ix. 24, 2§; and
the prophet I/aiab fays, though in a more
fublime fenfe, Who batbh believed our re-
port. But O the power of prejudice !
the blindnefs of the mind ! the mifery of
mortals, efpecially thofe who lately, not
contented with the polution of their own
con{ciences, would not fuffer others to
be refined, but have ftretched the rules of
bonefty to bar the door of Libetty, and

~ would,
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would, had it been in their power, have-
Yocked up the whole creation from the
bleflings of falvation : Let them fee Luske
xi. §2. And yet O amazing ! thefe per-
fons have the ignorance to impofe upon
the authority of the word of Gup, upon
.mankind and their confciences, by call-
ing themfelves CurisTiANs, to take
away their reproach. Such men, accor-
ding to the prefent mode of making
Chriftians, may do for Saints in this life,
but I think, if Pau/ is right, they would
do much better for Devils in the next ;
for it is.far better for us to have no
Devil at all, if he does not take all fuch
envious beings as thefe home to himfelf.
But if fuch men, Minifters or Members
are Chriftians, then Paul’s Gofpel muft
be a Fable, his preaching vain, and
‘mankind are yet in their fins : But jball,
fays Paul, their unbelief make void the
Joith of Gop’s eleit 2 No ! Gob forbid

| BuT this leads me to the

REMARKs taken from the firft Liberty
Sermon, preached at the PublicSchool,
fromt fudgesv. 9. My beart is towards

theGrvernors inlfrael, that offered them-
Jelves
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Sfelves willingtf among the people : Blufs
ye the Lorp : Inferted by defire.

Remark I. Thatitis the duty of
Kings Governors, Judgesand Minifters,to
offerthemielves willingly among the peo-
ple—to take charge of their perfons—
to preferve their rights—itand boldly
agamnft every danger—fecure thejr pri-
viledges—reftore them when they are
loft—Ye affe@ionate to the people—
redre(s their gricvances—and convey
to them every blefling of life and libzrty,

SeconpLry. The dignity of the King,
the fafety of theGovernor—the honou: of
the Judges—and efpecially the beauty of
Gofpel Minifters is to offer themfclves
willingly among the people : Says Poter,
not by conflrai-t, but willingly ; nst for
Sfilthy lucre, but of 2 ready mind.

Tuirory. That only fuch Kings,
Governors, Judges, and Minifters, who
thus offer themfelves willingly can ex-
pe& to engage the hearts of the people—
This only will engage them to honour
their King—to obey their Governor—to
reverence their Judges—to love their Mi-

nifters,
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nifters, and efteem them highly for their

works fake—butMinifters are not to give

them chaft for wheat—1 ftone for

bread—a remedial law for the gofpel—

works for rich grace—terms for promi-

fes—conditions for abfolute falvation ;_
for this is taking away the facred rights

of the people, and true Liberty of Con-

fciencg from them. O rhat they were

wife, that they unlterflood this.

FourTHLY. This fhews that a pu-
rified mind, or perfeCion of Liberty of
Confcience, can only arifc from, and
be only enjoyed by what the Lorp JE-
sus CurisT has done, as their King and
Governor in Ifrae/ : He only has enga-
ged his heart to Gop for them ; and
has offered him(elf willingly among the
people, to become their Surety, Sufferer,
and SaviouRr, to live and die for them,
to take the charge of their perfons, as
his portion, his inheritance, and trea-
fure, faying, The lines are fallen to me in
pleafant places, and I have a goodly beri-
fage—tq face every danger for them, even
when fin, death, wrath,and hell werein
the way of their peace of mind and Li-

' ' berty
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berty of Confcience, he removed it for
them : Mine own arm, fays he, bas brought
Jalvation. He trod the wine-prefs alone,
and has thereby fecured, firmly fecured
every blefling of life, liberty, and falva-
tion, peace with Gobp, pardon of fin,
righteoufnefs and redemption for the
people ; although they have loft by fin
their original perfection of nature, their
enjoyment of paradife, and their perfe&
righteoufuefs by creation, yet the Lorp
Jesus Carist has reftored that which
Le took not away, namely,a more glorious
righteoufnefs for them--a greater per-
.f.&ion of nature to them--a nearer union
to Gop--a2 more exalted enjoyment--
higher obligations of praife--and a more
glorious inheritance than ever they loft
by fin. Likewife the Lorp Jesus
CurisT has by his perfon and promife--
by his oath and power--by his death and
righteouinefs--by his refurretion and
interceflion, for ever fecured thefe blef-
fings for the people who love his NAME ;
nor is there any danger of the lofs of them
while JEsus lives to maintain thieir right
unto them ; it is theMagna Charta of the

heavenly
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heavenly kingdom, the rights of the
citizens of Z:in, and royal gift of the
the King of glory, who is tender over

thc people, for his laws are Love ; he
is kind to them, as their friend and

brother, who loves them as his brethren,
as his fl:th and as bis bon>. O who
would not but honour this King, obey
his laws, adorc his name, and give him
all the glory, by whom we have peace
and liberty of confcicnce, accels into
the grace wherein we ftand—liberty to
enter into tiae holy of holics—by whofe
precious blood our confciences are purg-
cd from dead works to ferve the living
Gobp in righteouinefs and true holinefs
all the days of our lives. This is fa-
cred to Liberty—cr the Chriftian’s life.
[ Blefs ye the Lorp. ]

Tut obligations we are under to blefs
and praife the name of the Lorp are
many, as well for his providential mer-
cies, as for the bleflings of falvation ;
more efpecislly when the people enjoy
the fceptre of fuch aKing, the happinefs
of fuch a Governor, the bleflings of {uch
Tudgcs, and the priviledges of fuch Gof-

pel
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pel Minifters as are defcribed, then let
every thing that has breath praife the
Lorp. Inorder toenjoy this bleffinge
in Jemovai’s name fet up your ban-
ner=aunite in prayer—~walk in peace,
and through Gop you may yet do va-
liantly, for the fecure enjoyment of all
your Rights and Liberties.

WHIcH brings me to the

ReMARrRks on the Riouts and Lie
BERTIES of the AFRICANS.

[ Perfonal Liberty. ]

Here let me claim your attention.
Every tie of nature, every fenfation of
humanity, every bowel of pity, every
compaflion as a Chriftian,engages me to
fpeak for the Perfonal Liberty and Free«
dom of thofe, who are the moft diftre{-
fed of all human beings, the natives
of Africo.  Were they thus diftrefled
by Indians, Mabometans, or Turks with
tefpe& to their Liberty, they would have
a right to be redrefled and fet free ; but
for mankind to be diftrefled and kept in
Slavery by Chriftians, by thofe who love
the Gofpel of CurisT ; for fuch to buy
their Brethren (for of one blood be bai
made all nations) and bind them to be
Slaves to them and their heirs for life.
Be aftonithed, yg¢ Chriftians, at this !

K And
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And what is more thocking even to the
tendernefs of nature, is to export them,
for filthy lucre into the hands of Men-
tyrants. But what is more alarming yet,
and exceeds all bounds, is, for one Chrif-
tian, and Member of a Church, to ex-
PoRT another, and banith her to be a
Slave, when in full communion in the
Church.* Was ever fuch a thing heard
of in the houfe of Gop before ! Tell it
not inGarbd ! Publith it not in the ftreets
of Bofion } Shall no plea be heard ?
Shall no argument prevail to /s thefe op-
preffed ones Go FREE. Have Chriftians
loft all the tendernefs of nature, the feel-
ings of humanity, or the more refined
fenfations of chriftianity ¥ Or have the
Minifters in filence forgot to fthew their
people this iniquity 7 O could they
bear to fee—to fee did I fay 7 nay to
feel their children rent from their arms,
and fee them bound in irons and banifthed
to be Slaves ! O killing thought ! But for
Chriftians to encourage this bloody and
inhuman Trade of Man-flealing, or
Slave-making, O how thocking it is§
while it may be, their nearer kindred
want employment, if not bread to eat.
This unlawful, inhuman pra&ice is a
fure

® Psarirs, an African Chriflian, who is a mem-~
ber of Dr. Coorer’s Charch. ’
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fare way for mankind to ruin America,
and for Chriftians to bring their chil-
dren, and their children’s children to 2
moricl of bread. Much has been wrote,
and well wrote to diffuade the Americans
from the pra®ice of fo great an EvIL ;
many begin to liften to the laws of huma-
nity and the force of the argument : But
fure]y what the Prophet Jfaiab fays will
be fufficient with every true Minifter of
the Gofpel, and with every Chriftian and
Son of Liberty in America ; Ifa. lviii. 6.
Loofe the bands of wickednefs,undb the beavy
burdens, let the oppreffed go free, that ye
break every yoke.

What follows is defired to be publithed
with the Oration, having been offcred
to one of the Publifhers of a News-
Paper, but was refufed a place ; but
as the Printer 1s determined, even at
the hazard of his life, to maintain
inviolable, that ineftimable Priviledge
of mankind, L1BERTY of 7be PRrEss,
which can never be wanted more
than at this time, when near one
fixth part of the inhabitants of Ame-
rica are held in REaL Slavery, under
the different pretences of intereft and
religion, however well grouuded the
former may be, fure I am the latter

) | muft



o et . o

w6 AnORATION on

muft be very vague, as the condu&

. of the Buyers of thefe People ferve
daily to confirm every thinking perfon
in this opinion ; For reafons above, °
fhall comply with the requeft of an
Advocate for a multitude of thefe
diftreffed People, who are unjuftly
held in Bondage by thofe who profe(s
to a& on principles of Liberty and
Religion, by inferting the following
Piece, with the Circular Letter which
was fent with the fame,

Chriftian Bretbren,

HOULD 1 attempt to delineato

the dire effe@s which the iniqui-
tous and cruel Trade of Slave-making
has occafioned, both in Africa and Ame-
rica, 1 fhould paint out fuch fcenes
of diftrefs, havack, and deteftation, as
muft not only ferve to thock human
nature, but would f{well my piece ta
a volume much larger than ever was
publithed in the univerfe. Let it fuffice,
kind Reader, (and may I be permitted
to addrefs myfelf in particular to you,
my Reverend Fathers and Brethren,
,wzo are employed in preaching the glo-
rious Gofpel of Liberty, and who muft
fhortly give an account of your Steward-
fhip) to lead you to the diftant clift_nc

0
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of Africe. Look ye into the native coun-
try of the diftrefled Africans ! Who
would not fhudder at viewing the tender
. parent weeping for the lofs of a favorite

fon ! A daughter whofe plighted vows,
perhaps, have been given in the conubial
ftate ! Dutiful children, with a filial
piety bewailing their irretricvable mis-
fortune by lofing an affetionate, ten-
der, and loving father, brother, fifter,
neighbour, or companion ! Thefe be-
ing torn from the bofoms of each
other muft certainly break the ftronge(t
bonds of nature and friendthip. Think !
O think of this ! if not totally loft te all
fenfe of feeling,you whofe hearts are ada-
mant ! I mean the Buyers and Sellers of
Africans, however you may glofs your
praltice with the pretence of chrifti-
gnizing thefe People. I need not men-
tion tbe recent proofs we have of theill
confequences arifing by peopling our
Iflands with thefe Africans, as their fre~ -

usnt revolts fo often occafion ftreams of
blood to be thed, as well on the fide of
the Whites as Blacks, But may it
not with truth be faid, thefe revolutions
are occafioned by the cruel treatment
they meet with from their Mafters ?
Butallowing they were ufed in the kind-
eft manner, s it reafonable to think they

can



D

78 An ORATION

can be fatisfied with their condition, as
their minds muft ever be imbittered with
the melancholly refleion, that let their
behaviour be what it may, they and
their children are to be held in Bondage
fo long as they live ! Nature trembles at
fuch a thought, much more to expe-
rience it ! What Chriftian, in this prac-
tice, who would not fhudder at viewing
our Saviour’s eternal rule of righteouf-
nefs | CONSCIENCE.

The following Circular Letter, accom-
panied with Mr. Swan’s Piece, en-
titled a Diffuafive to Great-Britain and
her Colonies from the Slave-Trade,
were lately prefehted to the Gentle-
men who are chofen Reprg[enmtne:
for this Province.

B OSTO N, ArrIiL 20, 1773.
SIR,
HE efforts made by the Legiflative
of this province in theirlaft feffions
to free themfelves from Slavery, gave us,
who are in that deplorable ftate, a high
degree of fatisfaCtion. We expet great

things from men who have made fuch a

noble ftand againft the defigns of their

Jellow-men to enflave them. We cannot

but with and hope, Sir, thatyou will have

the fame grand obje&®, we mean civiland

religious Liberty, in view in your next
feffion.,



the Beauties of Lisertv. 79
feflion. The divinefpiritof Freedom {eems
to fire every humane breaft on this Con-

tinent, except fuch as are bribed to affift
in executing the execrable plan,

WE are very fenfible that it would be
highly detrimental to our prefent Maf-
ters,if we were allowed to demand all that
of right belongs to us for paft fervices;
this we difclaam.  Even the Spaniards,
who have not thofe fublime ideas of Free-
dom that Engli/b men have, are confcious
that they have noright to all the fervices
of their fellow-men, we mean the Afr/-
cans, whom they have purchafed with
their money ; therefore they allow them
one day in a week to work for them-
felves, to enable them to earn money
to purchafe the refidue of their time,
which they have a right to demand in
fuch portions as they are able to pay for,
(a due appraizment of their fervices be-
ing firft made,which always ftand at the
purchafe money.) We do not pretend to
diGate to you, Sir, or to the honorable
Aflembly, of which you are a member :
We acknowledge our obligations to you
for what you have already done, but as
the people of this province feem to be
aCtuated by the principles of equity and
juftice, we cannot but expe&
Houfe will again take our deplorable

cafe
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cafe into fericus confideration, and give

us that ample rclief which, as men, we
have a natural right to.

But fince the wife and rightéous Go-
vernor of the univerfe has permitted
our fellow meh to make us flaves,we bow
in fubmiffion to him, and determine to
behave ih fuch a manner, as that we may
have reafon toea, :& the divine approba-
tion of, and affiltance in, ocur peaceable
and lawful attempts to gain our freedom.

WE are willing to fubmit to fuch re-
fulations and laws, as may be made re-
ative to us, until we leave the province,
which we determine to do as foon as we
can from our joyntlabeurs precure moa
ney to tranfport curfclves to fome part of
the coaft of Africa, where we propofe a
fettlement. We are very dcfirous that
you thould have intrutions relative to
us, from your town, therefore we pray
you to communicate this letter to them,
and afk this favor for us. -

In behalf of our feilow Slaves in this
Province, and by order of their
Committee,

PeTer Bestes, Sampo FrREeman,
FevLix HorLBrRook, CHESTER Joik,

[ S, e —————
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