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BY THE G@

'ERNOR,
A PROCLAMATION,

Public Thank{giving.

HEREAS it has pleafed GOD the Father of all Mercies,

to beftow upon us innumerable unmerited Favours in the courfe of the year paft ; it highly be-
comes us duly to recollet His Goodnefs,and in a Public and Solemn manner to exprefs the grateful
feelings of our Hearts.

I have therefore thought fit, with the advice and confent of

the Council, to appoint THURSD Y the fifteenth day of December next, to be obferved as a Day of PUBLIC
THANKSGIVING and PRAISE to our DIVINE BENEFACTOR throughout this Commonwealth—
Calling upon Minifters of the Gofpel with their refpective Congregations, and the whole body of the People,
Religioufly to obferve the fiid Day by cclebrating the Praifes of that all-gracious Being, of whofe Bounties
we have experienced folarge a fhare. '

He hath preverced Epidemical Difeafes from fpreading, and afforded us a general ftate of Health.

He hath regar led our Paftures and Fields with the Eye of the moft indulgent Parent, and rewarded the
Induftry of our Hufbandmen with a plentiful Harveft.

Notwithftanding anrcafonable obftructions & our Trade on the fcas, it has generally becn profperous and
our Yitheries fuccefsful. '

Our civil Conftitutions of Government, formed by ourfelves, and adminiftered by Men of our own fiee
I5lcétion, are by His Grace continued to us.

And we ftill enjoy the ineftimable Bleflings of the Gofpel, and right of Worthipping GOD according to
His own Inftitations and the honeft dictates of our Confciences.

And, together with our Thankfgiving, carneft Supplication to GOD is hereby recommended, for the
forgivenefs of our Sins which have rendered us unworthy of the leaft of His Mercies ; and that by the
fan¢tifying Influence of His Spirit, our hearts andmanners may be corrected, and we become a reformed and
happy People—That He would diret and profper the Adminiftration of the Government of the United
States, and of this and thc other States in the Union—That He would ftill afford His Bleflings on our Trade,
Agriculture,Fitheries and all the Labours of our hands—That He would Smile upon our Univerfity,and all Semi-
naries of Learning—That Tyranny and Ufurpation may every where come to an end—That the Nations
who are contending for true Liberty maz ftill be fucceeded by his Almighty aid—That every Nation and
Socicty of Men may be infpired with the knowledge and fecling of their natural and juft Rights, and ena-
bled to form fuch fyftems of Civil Government as fhall be fully adapted to promote and eftablifh their Social
fecurity and Happinefs—And finally,that in the courfeof GOD’s Holy Providence,the great Family of Mankind
may bow to the Sceptre of the Prince of Peace, o that mutual Friendthip and Harmony may univerfally prevail.

And I do recommend to the People of this Commonwealth to abftain from all fuch Labours and
Rccreations as may not be confiftent with the Solemnity of the faid Day.

Given at the Council-Chamber, in Bofton, this fixth day of O&lober,in the year of our Lord, one thoufand feven
hundred and Ninety-fix, and in the twenty-firfh Y ear of the Indcpendence of the United States of America.
SAM

UEL ADAMS.
Atteft, JOHN AVERY, Secretary.
God Save the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts.

YOUNG &F MIKNS, STATE PRINTLEC.



