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Garrard Mayor,

. Martis $x1% die Novembris, 1709, Annog;
Regni Regine Annw, Magne Britanni,.
e Odtavo.

T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this Court

be given. to Dr. Adams, for the Sermon by
him Preached before this Court at St. -Pax/’s, on
Tuefday laft, being the Day appointed by Her
Majefty’s Royal Proclamation for a Publick
Thankfgiving ; And that he be defired to Print
- the {ame. | |
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PSAL V. Ver 11
we—Let them alfo that love thy Name, begjoyful

n thee.

I we confider how many 7« and Great Octafions we have
had for Thank(ziving ; and how often we have been called
upon by Publick Authority, to the VFertormance of this
Delightful Duty : It might Reafonably be {uppos’d, that
Lo we of this Nation, were more Perfe in it, than any other
in the World.

But alas! we fhall find it quite otherwife upon the leaft Re-
fletion: Our Gratitude at beft has lafted litcle longer than the
Day of Rejoicing; and tha: Rejoicing confifted too often in the
Pride of Succefs, in Vain-Glorious Boafting, Luxury or Intem-
perance. And when this was once over, People have returned
again to their former Ercors and Vices; to the Defaming, De-
cewving, or Opprefling one another ; To the lelening the Mer-
cies of their Redemption ; nay, fometimes, to the queitioning
the very Being of that God, whom they have o lately pretend-
ed to Praile : And all this with fuch Induftry and Warmih, asif
it were the Particular Bufine(s of their feveral Vocations. [
thall endeavour to contribute fomething towards the Re&ifying
thefe dreadful Miftakes; The Regulating our Praife, The Set.-
tleng and Fixing it upon fuch Greunds and Principles, as may
make 1t Acceptable to our Ged, and Beneficial to our Selves.
And for this Purpefe I have chofen thefe Words ,- Les them thas
love thy mame be joyful in thee,

The Royal Prophet begins this Pfalm in the way of a Prayer ; |
but as no Heart was ever {o full of Zeal for God’s Glory, or of
HolyGratitude for the Mercies which #e had received from him,

- he quickly runsinto Raptures of Thankluiving, (£76.) Thou fralt
dcftroy them that [peak leafing . T2z Lord will abhor the bleody and
deceitful man. Is not this a Defcription of the Enemy that we are
concerned withal ? Aud does not tae Pfalmift fer us an excellent

Example as i0 what we are now Doing, in what immediately

follows 5 Due as {or me, Iwill come into thy heyle in the maltitude of

thy mercy 5 and in 0y fear, will I worltip toward thy holy Temple.

Yes, {ays he again, Ler all thefe that pur sheir Trast in thee

rejoice 5 [ct them cuer [hout for joy, becanfc thow defendeft them o Let

Phem ﬂffﬂ I;.‘MII 20 Ue f;J)' nine bF jﬂ;rj}ff 17 LDCE. ‘

The Dury we are exhorted to heve, is, the Femz joyful in the Lord.
'The Qualifications for cur being {o, are included 1n the living of
' A 2 s
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2 A SERMON Freach'd lefore
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hes Nemeo From which alfo will avile Profer Motives for the ex.
cicing thole who are f3 gualified, to the Perfarmance of this Du-

. ty; and withal, make them do it i fuch a manner as may
reader it azecpras/e ro God, and of {fubftantial and Iatting Adv.u-
BRERLY ff:f?nﬁ:'!w:. ‘
 Thefe ave the Chief Subjefls ; and this the MetZa7 of the follow.
ng Diftouwrfe, |

-l

I. Let us fe 1a what that Duty does confift, whigh is contain.
. ed inthofe Words; Iwill be joyful in thee.  As the Holy Peafiton
of Religious Joy muil rife from a Werthy Canfe, {0 1t muit b dia
redted to its Proper Objeéf only.  That- which rifes from Succefs in
Vitious, or Worldly Defigas ; from the gratfying of any Lult
or Paflion ; from Covetoufnefs, Intemperance, or Revenge, is -
but a fhort-liv'd Joy, and fadly over-ballanc’d by the guilty So:-
row which quickly follows : Ther which {prings from Vanity
and Pride, from any fal{e Value that a Man fets upon himfe!s,
and makes him attribute any grear and unexpelted Event ro Hu-
man Wifdom or Force, has but a weakand incertain Foundari-
on. But when the Bleflings that we receive aie of the higheft i
portance as to this World ; and for our Etornal Welfare as to the
World to come : When the ancient Enemies of our Countres and
* Religion ave overthrown s When Tha: Torrent of Popery and Aibi-
trary Power, which had over-run great Part of the World, -and
threaten’d all the reft, has been forc’d to retire {o far rowards irs
former Rounds, and to prey only upon the fervile Supporters of
them both ; When we have {o fair a Profpett of 2 firm Eftzblifh.
ment of the Juft Rights.and Liberties of all Europe, as weli asser
Ows 5 Thefe are Great and Noble Qccafions for a 004 Ciii. flsaa s
Joy. | .
- And this Joy will become Solid and Lafting, when fuch Blef-
fings are attributed to God alons; not to any Saint or Angel, or
any of the Hoft of Heaven ; not to Chance or Fatality ; But to
Infinite Wifdom, prompted by Infinire Goodnefs, and afting by
Almighty Power, "Fuarthermore, as Dzvid was the Anthor of
this Pfalm, who not only believed in the AL, but wrote fre-
quently of him ; {o in his chief Alymnsof Praife, he muft have
Rejoic’d particularly to fee [ir Day : Therefore the Fews interpret
this Expeeflion here and in other Places, of being joyful in God,
the being Joyful in hus Wird 5 and what thar Word fiznifics,
St. tebm hasexplain’d at large in the beginning of his Gofpel.
. Wherefore by beingfoyful in God, is meant the acknowlédging
with tiumble Gratitude, that H: 1s the Fountain of all Spiritual
and Temporal Benefits the” Chrilt Jelus'; He alome, exclofive of
- allotas: Beings whatfoever: Exclufive of all thofe wild Errors,
- which qazftion his Exiftence, or Detraét from his Providence ;
aad the Pealling ln accordingly. |

From.
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Deom whence it follows, That a giod Chriffiun 1s meff capable of
beire Tevful in the Lord, and suof ool 2’ d to be lo.

An Heathen may be joyful in fome Ged or other, according as
his Yancy leads him, ({o may a Papit too in any Saint or Angel, )
as hisDeliverer or BenetaCor: But as chis is foundad upon no aood .
Grovnds, fo it can afford no {olid, no latting Joy.

A Modern e may rejoice in God, as the Giver of the Mofuica!
I 1w, the Lesder of his Forefuthers our af the Houofe of Bondage,
and in the Hopes of many Temporal Advantages by that Meffint,
who as they fancy s fill to come ; but waatever this Joy is, it
muft bé darped by the miferable Circum{tances of therr Univer-
fal Difverfion.” |

But when a Chriffian comes tn confider, that all the Mercies:
which he receives ace thro’ the Meritrand IntereeJon of his Graa
cious Redremer 3 when he reflelts how mzny Wonders of Divine
Iove thone thro™ all b Words and Altions, and what Miferies
he was expos’d to, in his Humile Life, as well as in his Bloody’
D-ath 3 When he looks upon the Pablick Blefitngs which we Ce-
lebrate, the trequent Defeats of our Enemies, ‘n their Councils-
and their Armies; and the Happinels that we enjoy in Compari-
fon of orher Mations : When he fees all this to Le the Effels
of the (ame Love, and wholly and entirely due to zhef alone ;
How muft 52 wich all the Powersof a Grateful Soul, and aliths’
Raptures of Sincere and Fevvent Praife, bejopful in the Lord !

Aor=over, asa Chriftian is thus moft capable of being Foyfu!
i# God, {0 in the next Place is he oblig'd to be fo accordingly :
And as God always fupplics the Means where he requires the
Lury, {o he may have, .

« 11. The Beft Qualification for it.. The Fisf and Chif of all
which, and from whenee the 1 ft will naturally flow, is menti-:
oned here exprefly by the Royal Plalmift ; Les rhom thiaf dobe
I‘{J? ‘jaﬁme be P89ful in thee. '
Love is the Foundation of a Ghfian's Prae ; and O! how

pertett, howdelightfal will this make it ! How pleafing to Men,
and Angels! How acceptable to the God of Mercy and Love
Ler Them that ILove thy JRae de Jeyjulin thee. | |

- The Name of God ishcompos’d of all thole feveral Attributes,
by which the Excellencies and Operations of the Divine Nature
are fetforth to Men ; fet forth, not according to their Perfedti-

on, bur according to Man’s Capacity.

- )

Yet this Name confilts fometimes, in the Exerting of fome par-
- ticular Attributein the behalf of fome paiticular Perfonor Nati-
on, according to the Nature or Degree of that Beaefit, which is
at that time beftowed upon them. Thus, Exed.chap. 6. v. 3.
P appeaved unto Abraham, unto Iﬁmc, and unto Faceh, by the Name of
God dlmighty, but by sy Name TEHOV.AH,was I not kaawn ¢2 them.
Which, whoever confults the Context, will findto be to this

- A 3 purpofe ;



4 A SERMON Preack'd before

purpofe ; ThatGod had manifefted himfelf unto thePatriarchsonly
by the Promifes of Future Bleflings, but that sow .he would mani.
foft himfelf unto Mofes by the altual Fulfilling of thofe Pro-
mifes, and delivering the Ifrazlites from the Bondage of the £-
gjpffﬁﬁ!. -

Bur alas ! thefe were but a {mall part of thofe Promifes which
he made to their Forefathers ; He had affured them more than
once, T-hat in their Sced all the Ends of the Earth fhould be Bleffed
Bur this was never made good in any tolerable fenfe, before the
coming of the M:ffeb ; Then it was that God was made known
by a more Glorious and Benefictal Name, not only to the Fews
but to the Gentiles. And thss was the NAME by which be would be
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jerem. 23. v. 6. For
{o he became, when by the Expiatory Sacrifice, and moft Per.
felt Obedience of the Blefled Fefus, Divine Juftice was fully fa-
~ tisfy’d, and Man thro’ Faith and Repentance, was accepted as
Righteous in the fight of God: It was then, that the Gentiles as
well as the jews, were intrulted how to offer a more Excellent
Sacrifice, than under the Law ; that they had a more lively Senfe
of God’s Mercies, thattheir Praifes and Thank{givings grew more
Spiritual and Exalted, and were better receiv’d at theThrone of
Grace, when ofter'd up in ¢he Namne of FESUS.  And what Crea-
ture is there fo dull, or {o ingrateful, as not to love this Bleffed
Name, s Neme compos'd of Mercy and Salvation ; 4 Nume by
which alene we can have Accefs to theThrone of Grace,by which
alone we can fucceed in our l'ctitions, or be accepted in our
‘Fhank{givings.

He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God 15 Love, 1 John, c. 4.
©v. 8. Plainly, Evidently fo, as to his Mercies thro’ Chriff Fefus
And he that knows not God, as the Fountain of thofe Mercies,
as the Father of our Lord J¢fws, pretends in vainto know him,
or to love him, or his Neighbour, as he ought to do, by the
Light of Nature, or the Aflitance of Human Reafon only ; and
corniequently can never attain to any great degree of Praife and
Thank(giving for Publick Bleflings : For the more he detrats
from his Redeemer’s Glory, by denying him to be God, or. any -
Blafphemy, or Infidelity whatfvever ; the more he leflens the
Love of that Name. and therefore the more uncapable does he
grow of being Joyful in the Lord.

But altho’ the Love of God's Name, which 1s kindled in our
Hearts by a Lively Fdith in Chrift efi, be the firft and chicf
Qualification for being truly Joyful in him ; yet thére are others,
eicher fpringing from this, or highly improv'd by it, which are
.abfolutely neceffary for the fame Purpofe; fuch as,

2. A Firm ana Steddy Adherence to the Principles of our Ho-
Iy Religion, a¢ it is Eftablifhed by fo many Excellent Laws: For,
the jut Value which we fet upon that,and the Sincerity where- -
with we profefs it, will naturally increaft oyr Joy, and enliven

our




mmﬂmm“'

the LoRD-MAYOR, & :

our Thankf{giving, for every Viftory or Advantage over the E-
nemies of jt. Let me not be miftaken ; what I meanis , That
we fhould belicve fincerely, what we pretend to do, and
that we fhould act Faithfully according to that Belief, a&t fo,
calmly and peaceably in our feveralStations, This ¢an never be
the Occafion of any Breach of Charity towards our Neighbour,
as long as it proceeds from #hat Love of God which I have been
Apeaking of : Yor that will naturally produce a Proportionable -
Degree of Love towards all Mankind ; and therefore it is im.
poflible that a Good Chriftian’s Iutcgrity, thould be any Prejudice
€0 his Moderaticn. - '

There are Two great Obftacles to this. One is, the open and
confident Attempts that are made , againft the very Fundamena
tals of our Religion, (in which moft of thofe that Diffent from
us are equally concern’d) and, Undermining the Foundation of
all Government : And both thefe under the Pretence of Libersy,
and with repeated Reproaches of Slavery, and Narrownefs of
Spirit, thrown upon all thofe who will not joyn with them,
But if by Liberty be meant, Liberty of Blafpheming the Son of
God ; Liberty of running back from Revelation and Governa
ment, to the State of Nature ; If by Liberty be meant Licen.-
tioufnefs of any kind, no good Chriftian, or good Subjeft, need
to be afraid to own, that he is againft this: But if by Liberty
be meant, the Peaceful Enjoyments of our Civil Rights , {ecure
from any Ufurpations or Encroachments what{oever, under the
Proteétion of thofe Laws and Privileges which coft our Ance.
ftors fo much Blood ; If by Liberty be intended the Alting
freely, according to zod’s Commands, and the Exercifing that
Religion which was delivered. down to us by the Holy Fefss,
without Invafion OF Intervuption ; Let all that love that Name, be
ever Joyful in fuch Liberty,

But let not People be frighted or deluded by Words which
have loft their Natural Meaning 5 or by any vain Shew of Wit,
Learning, or Greatnels of Mind ; but let every onc adhere
firmly and faithfully to the Principles of his Holy Religion ; and
be contented, tho' an Englifhman, to be upbraided wirh Slavery,
while he alts Confcientioufly, according to the Laws of his
Country, and under the Protetion and Security of them, Re-
joices to Worfhip that God with un Upright Heart, whofe Serwice
is perfelt Freedom. |

Another grear Obftacle to the Steddinefsand Fidelity, which
Tam fpeaking of, is, that firange Indifferency as to Religion,
which 1s fo much aite&ted by fo many in thefe Days ; by fuch
as trouble themfelves as little about the Pratice of it, as the
Difputes concerning it ;'and are not like toQuarrel for it indeed,
becaufe they know little or nothing of the Matter. But few -
are aware ot the 11l Confequences of this : For , Indifferency in
Religion wil bring a-Man by degree s to be indifferens in every

.
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thing elfg that 1s Commf{nda})le; To be indifferensly Truee in his
Waoards, sdiffercusly § ufi 1N his Altions, fadifferently Honeit in any
Truft or Station; And as thefe Kinds of Indif’ferencg muit quicke
ly end in the greateﬁ Wickednefs,{o the other, when driven by
greedy Interelt, e prefled by qnanfwerable&rgumﬂnts, will run
into the moft Confident Infidelity. Now, as this proceeds from
having no Love of God at all, no Regard to his Name, or Senie
~ of his Glory ; fo it is impoffible that any ong in fuch a State of
Indifferency, even before it has run into {fuch Extremes, fhould’
upon any Publick er private Succels,be traly Joyfal in him ;tho’
perhaps he might be Joyful in h_ls‘Intereﬁ or his Pleafure, being
fo promored ; or in the Gratifying fome Lult or Appetite upon
that Occafion, | i
" As from hence then it may appear, That the being fteddy to
the Principles of our Holy Religion, (as this s the trué and Ge-
noine Effe&t of the Love of God , as our Redeemer) will in-
creafe,cather than diminifh a Geod Chriftian’s Love to his Neigh-
bour; {o it likewife may appear, that the fame Steddinefs is an
Excellent Qualification, for his acknowledging with due Grati-
tude the Mercies of Divine Providence, in the Prefervation of
that Religion from the Treachery and Force of the moft Super-
ftitions Enemy of it, and making him truly and acceptably foy-
 Jul i the Lard, -
1. Another Qualification for the fame Duty,and which {prings
* from the above-mentioned, is, The having a Good Conlcience |
One that is juftly pleafed with the Remembrance of its Good
A&ions, or juftly fatisfied with the Sincerity of its Repentance
For- thaugh Repentance may feem to have little ro do with
Thank{aiving, yet Confefhion of our own Weaknels,leads molt
Naturally to Confeflion of God's Mercigs ; and the Heart mult
be cleared from all Corruption, and Filthinels ofthe Flelb, be.
fore it-can be raifed up to this Spiritual Exercife , and be truly
Joyfulin its God. Waat has Hell to do with Joy ? And yet
{fomerhing of Hell every il Man feels within himfclf, in Rage
o1 ‘1‘:;[';;1_{: is l‘}aﬁj, Angn{h under pl’ﬁft‘ﬂt Pain 3 and {Jorror for
what is to come: No Warldly Bnjoyment, not the Flattery of
Parafiies, NGt the Softnefs of Luxurtous Eafe ; er the Giddy
Riirth of Intemperance, can difpel thole Sorrows; bur he
droops ar the fight of another’s Joy, and tremtbles at the very
mention of Thank{ziving; becaufe that {inkes him to the
Hearr with the Senfe of his own Ingratituce: For he well
knows that the Bleflings which we thankGod for, were not in-
tended for him, never were beftowed upop his Account, bur
firve only for his grearer Reproachand Condemnarion. W heres
a5 the good Chriftian lives always in a State of Gratitude ; hisin.
nocent and happy Soul is an inexhauftible Trealure of Thank!s
gwing, and all ke fays, and all e does, upon luch Gccaliens,
b Lnsere,caly, and becoming ; and therefore all that know ant
P ' -0 {ec
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fee him will Imitate and Applaud him : 5o naturally doesa apod
Conicience promete Praife in other People , as well as in ouyr
" {elves. ' .

O tafte and [ee that the Lord is good , Plalm 34 0. 8. The EL
felts of God’s Goodnefs are as plain to the Underftanding as
what we fee and talte is to our Senfes ; but #ksr Underftanding
as well as shofe Senfes may be vitiated ; and therefore it is necef-

fary that both fhould be kept in Order, for the quick anderue -

Perception of their feveral Objelts: Now as the Strength and
Quicknels of the Senfes depend upon the good Conftitution of
the Body, o the Life and Vigor of the Underftanding, exerted
in the feveral Paflions of Love, Joy, ¢re. as they relate to God,
~depend upon a Good Confcience, which is the Right Conftito-
tion of the Soul : Wherefore the Soul muft be inurd to Piety
and Virtue, long praétis'd in habitual Goodnefs, before it can

eruly relifh God’s Mercies ; and when this is fo;good Men wil]

have 'a more acute and lively, (becaufe 2 more Spiritual and In-
telleCtial) Senfe of Divine Goodnefs, than the outward Senfes
can ever be capable of, as to their Objelts : From whence it.
follows, that as they are moft capable of difcerning God’s Good.
nels, fo they are beft qualifyed to be joyfu! in him.  Add to this,

that the Holy Spirit defcends upon the Soul , that is fo quali~-

£'d ; the fruies of which Spirit, areleve, joy , peace, long-{ufring,
gentlenefs, goodnefs, &c. all which contribute feverally, to the
heightning and adorning, of its Praife and Thank{giving.

Having thus {hewn what the ¥rincipal Qualifications are, by
which a good Chriftian may be beft prepard for the Duty of
Thank{eiving, I come now to thew,

, III. By what Means or Motives he may be moft effeCually
excited to the Performance of 1t. . |

r. He oughe to confider the great Unworthinefs of this Sina

ful Nation. Algs ! where fhalla Man begin, that would 1epre-

{znt this, when {o many dreadful Errors and  Vices offer them-
{elves at once to his View ; Offer themfelves, Iay, for no care
15 taken to conceal them ; but all Shame and Modefty “is Ioft,
in the Pride and Impudence of Lewdnefs and Infidelity : Alas!
what iittle Hope is thereto retorm cur Manners , ( after all the

honeft Pains, of fo many well-meaning Men-to this purpofe)

when the chie’ Articles of our Faith are not only atrack’d epen-
Iy, but expos’d with Infolence and Scorn? And when Blalphemy
toams out from the Prefs {o often unpuaifh’d |, nav applauded ;
can any wonder at the Wildnefs of People’s Afiions, or the
Loolenefs of their Conver{ation ¢ When once ¢/ jool las faid
s bis beart, that there is no God ; it 1s but a fmalf itep for him to
{ay next thar there is no Virrue ; and then every Paflion and
Apperite thall be let loofe, ro ait zccordingly.

Lue
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~ Bur of all the Vices of this Age, none are moere Injurious to
the Publiclk, or more Remarkable, than thar Cruclty, and Opprefe.
{iem, that Barbarous Exzort/on , that Ruining of many Sober and
induftrious Families, that grow low in the World, only through
want of Trade, Bukinefs, or Dithonefty, If it be a Sin to ex-
tort from the Wealthy, though ever {o wicked, what muft it be.
to draw Exceffive Sums from the Poor Honeft Debtor, and Crufh
. him and Imprifon him when he can give no more ?  Whilft ma.
ny that are guilty of this, Riot in Luxury and Wantonnefs, and
- Feaft upon the Widows Tears, and Orohans Cries ; nay, throw
away mpre in one Night's Gaming or Intemperance, than would
Maintain many Good Subjedts, and Unhappy Chriftians.
 Onthe other fide , what Rancor, Malice, and Detra&ion !
what Subdivifions of Parties ! .what odious Terms of Diftin-
<tion, invented by the Cunning, and applied by the Ignorant or
" Malicious ; are tofs'd about like Firebrands among us! Alas,
how well might thofe Words of the Prophet Hofez, Cap. 13.
v. 9. beapplied to this Nation ; O Ifracl, thou haft deftroyed thy
Jedf's bt inome isthy belp : Thou haft done all that 2 wicked,
foolifh,, and ingrateful People could do, for their utter Ruin,
for the caliing down my Judgments, and forcing me to give
thee, thy Religion, and thy Laws, up to thy Implacable Ene-

" mmies; but natwithitanding all this , iz Mc is thy Help. Itis]

alope that have maintain’d thee in Peace, and Security at Home.
ft is I that have Bafled all the Arts and Contrivances of Fraud;
or Force, in thy Enemies Abroad ; and yer, is it thus that thou
returneft Thanks to thy God ? Be Inftrulted at length by my
Afercies to thee, 14 not by myp Fudgments upon others. Beinflrutted,
O Ferufalem, Icft my Soul depart from thee, lefi I make thee defolate, a
Lend noainbabited, Jerem. 6 8.

" And for the being {o Infirufted more Effc&ually, let us in the
next place compare our Condition with that of other Coun.
tries ; How many bave been wafted by Earthquukes, Peftilence,
Famine, and the Sword 2 How many others have been deftroy.
€d by being the Seat of War, expos’d to the immediate Necef-
fities of their Friends , as well as the Barbarous Devaftations of
their Enemies ¢ While we , tho’ no lefs wicked than they, fe-
cur d like the Ifiaelizes in the Land of Gofber, go on confidently
w1 our Sins, and are always civing more QOccations for Days of
Humiliation than Thankfgiving. But if we would not have
this to be the laft, if we would not have the Hypocrify of our
Praife to be added to our other Crimes ; let us take an Impar-
tral View of the Wickednefs of this Sinful Nation, and with
‘the fame Imparriality look inward into our felves ; for this will
gwe us a due Senfe of our Unworthinefs, make every one aftce
nifk'd at the Greatnefs of. God’s Goodnefs ! and in Holy Trai =
fports of Wender end Thenkfsivin g, to be foyful in Him,

. 1|
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2. Another fort-of Means or Motives, whereby we may be
excited to the Performance of this Duty, may arile from the
confidering attentively , The Nature of thife Euvils, which we
muft have {uffered, if our Enemies had prevail'd ; and by whss
wondrons Events God lumfelf hath planlyinterpos’d, and delivered
us hitherto from them. The Chief Evils which we have been
delivered from, are the Religion of Rome, and the Power of France -
Evils dreadful enough when fingle , muchi more when joined
together. |
Nor are they very different in themlfelves ; for what is the
Infallibility of Rome, but Arbitrary Error? And what is her Su-
premacy , but Arbitrary Ufarpation over all other Bifbops, nay
over the moft Arb;'tmry Princes themlclves ; nay, over the Caﬂﬁ‘iﬂ
ences of all Mankind ' If all Slavery be fo Juitly odious, ought
not the Fetters that are forced upon our Reafon, our Judgment,
and our Senfes, to be as much abhorr'd, as the Arbitrary Difpo-
{al of our Induftry, our Eftates, or our Lives? Or what can be
left to thofe Unhappy Men, that are both ways Enflav'd ? Yer
how very near were we once to have been {o? Wherefore,

when our Eyes are open'd by theie Confiderations, let us behold
the Wonders which God has wrought, for the Delivering us

from {uch Dreadful Evils. . |
Betore this War, it had been fome Ages fince our Armies
had met with any Signal Courfe of Viltory in Foreign Coun-

tries ; and we had liv'da great while upon the Glery which

our Fathers got at' Creffy , Poilticrs, and Agincours : But thofe

have been Lxceeded in our Days, confidering the Enemy which
we have now to do wichal ;-and the greaceft A&tions of our moft
Warlike Princes, furpaft by a SUBJECT of Grest-Britain,
Iadeed, fcarce any Hiftory can Parallel our Succeffes, unlefs ic
be that of the Ifraelites ; yet the Sun ftood {till but & few Hours
in the Days of Jofhus, till they were put into Pofieflion of buz
Oue Vittory 5 whereas, the fiercelt Scafon was kept back for
wmany Weeks, till we byﬁwml Conguests were avéiged of onr Enen
mies, The Current of Succefs has increas’d for a long Courfe
of Years, and has rifen ftill higner, the further it has flow’d.’
No Artof Fortification, no Fraud or Force above Ground, oc
under it ; No Advantages of Narure ; No Woods, Defiles,
Morafles, Retrenchment upon Retrenchment, tho’ deep as ther
Fears could make them, could put any Stop to it : While, to

Deceive, or to Efeape, has been look'd upon as fufficient Matter of
Triumph, by our Enemies. -

But in vain do they pretend to either : We have Penetrated
10t0 France already, 1n too feeling a Senfe ; Their Academies,
thofe Funds of Flattery, are ready to fail, as much as their
others : We have taken their wery Iuferiptiondy as well as their
Seandards ; and all the Trophics, Pancgyrics, Medals, the Wells
“av'd Ssatuer, and Well-penn'd Dedications of {o many Years,

élre
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- are become of no Ufe, no Senfe at all. unlefs they be apply’d.
anew to their -Conqueror. Forgive me, if I am a little warm
upon this Cccation : Had this Enemy been truly Flumbled,
had he a&ed Openly and Generoully, and procesded with Inte-
grity and Honour ; Silence wouid have beft become his Mifery,
and our Glory. But who can bear with {o much Vanity, Arr:-
fice, and Infincerity ¢ How lictle has been faid, if we confider
Thele ; and how eafy isit to fay more 2 Ilowever, Jet that be
the Task of {omebody elle, in fome other Place.

Such Miraculeus Events as thefe, contam fo much Good o
our Selves, and fo much Evil to our Enemies, as mighe plainly
difcover the Hand of Providence all along ; and thiy would be
ackmowledged more readily, were not People taken up with fuch
Admiration of foriner Times, and continually Magaifying tl
Great Ations of the Grecks and Romans. For thele being re-
, corded with all the Advantages of Wit and Eloquence, and 10
little mention being made of their Gods, or thz Gods they men-
tion being fo Ridiculous ; the fond Admirer is apt to lock upen
the Wifc and Great Men of thofe Days, as a&tiag ouly by Hu-
man Prudencc or Force ; and that the Cyrw's, Aloxander’s, and
Cafar’s, were carry’d on by their own Impulfe, and were the
Formers of their own Grandeur: Whereas, they woald find
1t quite otherwile, if they would but Vouch(afe to ook into the
Holy Scriptures; they would there fee how Cyprus was foretold
by Name, many Years before he was born, Ifzizb 14, 28. How
Alexander's Swift Succels, and Swaden Empite, and the Divifin
of it after his Death : How the feveral Changes in the Greateit
Kingdoms of the World, till the Time of the Mefiah's Coming,
and ¢t7a¢ Time alfo, were exallly foretold by the Prophet Daii-
el, {Cap.7,and 8.) and be led to acknowledge, That Divine
Providence is'particularly concern'd in 2ll Great Events; and
look no further for the Nobleft Subjeéts of our Wonder, or our
Praife, thaa into thofe Holy Writings. .

" Zor Inftance : What Example can bz more illultrious, both
as to the being God’s own. Particular Choice, and as to the Exe-
cuting faithfully his moft Imporrant Commands, than that of
David, who naturally comes firlt to my Mind, as the Author
of my Text. I by no means defign to draw any Exalt Parallel
between the Man afier God's owa Heare, the Roysl Prophet, be-
tween Hwm whole Great Altions could sever have admitted of
any Addieion, but only from his ewa Immortal Hymns of Thank/-
giving 5 and any other Perfon whatfoever. Yert there are fome
Parts of nhis Charalter, fome Circumftances of his Life, which
one cannot help refle@ting upon, whenever his Name is menti-
oned. By how many Desrees did God exalt him to fo great a
Heighe, to be the Detender, the Deliverer of his Country, and
the Conqueror of its Enemies ! How undaunted was his Cou-
rage : How unmoveabls bis Patience ! How fteddy was he in
. % wells
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,we]l chofen Cf“unﬁ.h, how v.'atch ul in Dxﬂ’cu]ues, {edate in
Adtion, merciful in Succefs! It 1s Perfons fo Qualify’d, that God
makes ufe of in his Greateft and moft Important Dtngns, and
that chleﬂy deferve our Admiration.

3. Another great Motive to prevail withThofe who are quali-
fy’d as above, to be joyful in the Lord, 15 the Cemmin Good which
rmy be Obtained, to ﬁr great 8 Paxt of Mankind, as wellas Cur
Sclves, by the compleating of thele Mczcxcs mn 2 Geaeral and
Lﬁsnrrr" Feae. :

\Ummﬂ' can enlarge the Heart more, than the Chrifltian Re-
ligion, as " founded in the Love of the Sev ving Neme of Fefus:
Thercfore -this muft inipire us with Great and MNoble Defires,
firerch them beyond the Jow and contialted Views of Private
Self.Intereft, ‘and extend eur Prayers for the Good of Huma;
Nature. Thiswill teach us to confides chiefly, how to fix .the
.JS]-AHCE of Power, and By what Means ro fecure mofl f'ﬁ'ut.tUnI"
by, the Liberties and Laws of diftant Countries, of all L‘;mpr, as
well as,of our own ; and wilh for fuch & Peace, not, as will give
us more Leifure and Opportunity to purfue cur feveral Vices ; 5
not fuch a one as the Luxurious znd Cowardly figh after, bucfuch
as C coro recom mends , when be tells us, Pax ff traniz iz libertas,

».Phillippic.} The Pece which every I#7je and Goes Man defires,
1S rhat wluch s the Happy Efe&i ¢ Literties being Secuve and at
Eafe s fccors tiom the Ensrveclment of z‘mbmon, ard 2t Perfelt
Esfe, ander the Free and Impartial Execution of Good Laws ; and as
as It CONCerns this Narion in putlcula*,m the Pref.rvation of our

vecllont Cm’mrw borh 10 Church and State.

Hc chat has fuch Generous and Woble e Alms, w 1il be always
resdy to Rejorce at eveyy (;LC‘P towirds fo Glorious in End mufl
L,;te been Hruck with ]Jt’ jait at the firtk Dawning of it ; and be
io much more s he fees it r:fe, and approach nearer and nearer,
me, every Conqueft, acd every Viliory, Wherefore itis one
of the grear ."i;ﬂ.ﬂ\m of this Age, to fuppofe that our Holy
Religion contralls th: Seul, and gives People a Meannefs and
Narownefsof Spirit: Lo tfat ‘Eom, xhich is Naturaily and Re-
gularly Great. becomes much more fo, by Religion; becaufe
this makes it become more and move fike znzo Gad s And the Luve
of Chriff confra'ns us, as the Apefile exprefles ir, urges us and

prefles us by fuch iMotives of Love, Meucy, (.Gmpdno.l and
Cflaritv, bath frem the ] vample an d (Comm ’mf‘s of cur Graci-
ous Redeemer ; as<aanst po hh’} be drawn fiem Floman Reas
fon, orthe Lig"u: of Nuture onlv; and will maie the Goed Clii-
ftian more {teddy and conftant ia the Pradtice of them, the more
fteddy and conflant he is, 1.1 char Holy Religion, And what can
recommend a Man more to the Worlé than this ? What can te
fo much for every Man’s Security and Advantage, as Integrity
wien fopned mith Charity @ Thele are the chief Mcrives by which

2 Good Man {o Qualify’d as 1l ovemnentioned, may be excited to
be Jovful inhis God. 1 cove acw to fhew Laftly, LV.



————

12 A SERMO N Preach’d before

IV. In what manner, they who are thus Qualify'd and Mov'd,
may be fo Joyful in God, as to be accepted by him.

1. Then; Let this be doné without Pride or Envy, without
any Agecavation of Vain-Glory,or Detrattion from thofe “vhom
. God has employ’d, as the Inftruments of thofe Bleffings which

~we Celebrate this Day : Let Fuftice attend upon our Joy ; ler us
Celebrate the Memory of thofe Gallant Men, that fell'in their
Country’s, nay, Esrope’s Caufe ;3 and Receive thofe who Sur..
vive with Honour and Triumph ; till our Gratitude, Admira.
tion, and Joy, center all at laft in the Praife of God, and what-
ever we Rejoice for, be chiefly Attributed to his Infinite Wil-
dom, and Almighty Power. -

2. Let our Praife be actended with A&s of Friendfhip and
Charity, Clemency, and Forgivene(s of one another ; Let the
Sick, the Poor, and the Prifoner be encouraged to aflift in our
Thankfgiving, and enjoy and partake of thofe Bleflings in {ome
meafure, which God defigned fhould be Publick and Untver(al.
Let all Crueley and Hardbeartednefs, towards thofe whom it 1s
any ways in our Power to Ruin or Hurr, be put away ; and let
not the Extortioucr and Oppreffor, Letnot the Mercile[s Ufurer pre-
tend to be Soyful in God : What has he to do with Graritude or
Juftice > How can he be pleasd with Victory, who dreads
Peace as much as he does Reftirurion ¢

And though Polite Countries do not ufe to fetch Examples for
their Behavidur from their Armies, yet we may juftly do fo at
prefent: The Unanimity of {o many Nations, different in Lan-
guage, Cllﬂﬂms, and Religien ; the Fr‘f&.‘ﬂﬂ'ﬂJfP of the Twao Genee
rals, where Confcioulnefs of mutual Worth, and equal Securie

ty of Glory, with equal Defire of the-Publick Good, damps En-
* vy and Jealoufy , deferves our Admiration: Particularly how
Remarkable was the Clemency of the Conqueror, never Fri cht-
ed, and thercfore never Cruel 7 Human and Moderate, in the
midft of Bloody Triumph, and Demonfirated moft Glorioufly
in the Care of 1o many Wounded Enemies ! Tho' the Viltory
be denied, by thote who defested thefz in the Regularity of their
Fl_ighr,(fuch are the Advanrages of Experience) yet thele at leaft,
will own themfelves doubly Conquer’d. This Proceeding ought
ta lead us o fomething of the like Nature at Home , towards
thofe whom the {ame Providence has any ways made the Ob-
jetts of our Mercy and Compaliton, |

3. Our Praif¢ will be mof acceptable to God, and moft pro-
per to obtain the Increale and Continuation of thefe Blefiings to
us, if it be attended with Refolutions of Amendment, and of
doing all that we can in a Claritable and Chriftian way, to pro-
mote God’s Glory, For this, we have not only his Commands
repeated to us over and over, in his Holy Gofpel, but he has al-
{o raifed wsup fome Examples, even in this Wicked Age: Onel
X C. - a1n



g

the Lorp-MAYOR, & 13

am fure, eminently above all thereit.  Above them 47 is Gaed-
‘nefs, more than in Greatnefs; and for whom we may beft Praife
God, at this Diftance : It 1s S HE that is the Foundation of 5lf
our Bleflings ; S HE, who us'd to be the bright Example of
True and Fervent Praife in this Holy Place, and would have
been fo now, had not God thought fitting to mingle Afililiens
with her Triumphs, to complear Her Charaller, and make Eer
the moft Porfe Example of every Civiffiian Virtue, But more
efpecially is She {o, for Her Picty and Charity, No Life was
ever {o equally divided, between the Care of Her People, and
che Service of Her God: Never had fo much Retirement {o vait
an Influence ; Sovereign Goodnefs refembles {o very much the
Divine Nature, that it has 2 kind of Ubiquity , and prevails ac
¢he fame time in different Places ; Always Beneficial at Home,
and always Viftorious Abroad. Itis Her continual Devotion,
Her fervent Prayers that have fought for us ; and will always do
fo (1t our Sins do not interpole): No need of any ssvan or
Hyur to {upport thole Hands,(Vid. £xod. 19, 12.)which have been
fo accuftomed to be lifted up towards Heaven , or { wh'ch is
cqually acceptable to the Father of Mercies) to the diftributing
of Alms, Comfort, and Support, to fo many Thoufands. Cer-
tainly never did any Prince cxtend the Bounds of Empire 1o
Glorioully, as Ske has done by the Union of Her Kingdems,and
by Reigning {fo Univerfally in the Hearts of all her Peopleuay,
in thofe of remoteft Nations. Alas then! how comes it to pafs
that fuck an Example is no better tollowea ¥ Wiy are there fo
few good Chriftians among {o many good Subizls 7 Why are
there no more that Imitate, wheve c‘.-gry one pretends to Love »
Litcle does She think how this will rife 1a Judgment one Day,
and againit how many of her Subjefls; it 15 .well that Ske
«oes not, nay, that Sie camme: : This RefleCtion would be tore
menting to {o Tender and Compaftionate an Heart , and theres
fore Happy is She, that Her Modelty and Humility make it im-
poflible that it ¢hould enter rhere, Wherefore et us Sum up in
HER all ourThankigivings ; let us refolve to tollow,though aca
areat diftance, that Heavenly Example which She fers befoie us,
«nd let us beg of God for Her, Tncieale of Days, Hapoinels and
Glory; and Conclude all, by Applving to Her thofe jait Ac-
knowledgments which the Grurefn] Yews made to Fadirh, (o fhe
{aved Ifrsel by a very different way :

Thow are the Exaltstion sf Jevufulem, Tina art the Great Glery of
Ifrael, Thou art she Grear Rejeicing of our Nation oo
haft dvise much Goodro Ifraely and the Lord i5 pleafid therawivi o Blef-
fed be thon of the Alwsighty Lurd for cuermore, Judith i, ¢, and
w3 VO,




