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ADVERTISEMENT

COMMON Senfe 1s no Friend to Atleifm; and
therefore the' plain Man has nothing to- fay to-the abettors
of that fpecies of Infidelity, but that he -pities them; and
wifhes them clearer feads and lbeter learts ;) taking 1t for
oranted, that his other Readers, in general, will admit of
the following preliminaiy Truths, viz. |

I. That there is one living and true G{}D, the mam!
as well as the natural Governor of the ’World and pattt-
cularly of Mankind.. | | -
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IT. That by the- Conftitution of this Government,
Flirtue 1s made neceflary to, Happinefs,

III. ‘That Religion'is-indifpenfibly rieceffary” to. irtue
and Happinc/s. By Religion, I mean fuch’ a realizing idea
and belief of God, as unites the affeCtions of oiit Héarts
to him as the fupreme good, and difpofes us'to reverence, -
worfhip, truft, and obey him.

IV. That as Religion® 1s* of univerfal' concerhment,
all its main, leading, effential principles, thould: be 1dapted
to the capacities of the kwef of the people. - 7

V. That Mankind are not /6 religious and virtuous

as they fhould be, and confequently not fo Zappy as
they might be.
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VI. That in erder to render Religion the effeétual
means of reftoring Mankind to Pirtwe and Happinefs, it
muft be accompanied with a divine fupernatural power,
exercifed in a mariner fuited to the rational nature and
moral liberty of the human mind; that is, by Conviétion,
not blind Compulfion. There is certainly nothing abfurd in
this idea; for if we ourfelves can influence one another’s
rainds in this manner, by fuggefting particular thoughts,
reafons, and motives for determining our condu&, even
contrary to our ftft purpofe ; why may nat the Father of
our Spirits be fuppofed to poffefs fuck a power, and exet-
cife 1t when and Aow he fees it fit and neceffary ?

And I would here add,

1. That a Religion fuited to the prefent moral conditios
of Man, could not poflibly be the produ .of his own
weak reafon, inftructed by the book of nature only; but
of a Being of infinite wifdom, perfeétly acquainted with
the cafe in every circumftance, and who knew how to
adapt 1t to it fo as effeCtually to anfwer the end; 1. e. it
mult be matter of Divine Revelation. Thus,

11.' By Chriftianity I mean a Revelation {rom Goo of
the Doltrine of Man’s Salvation, or deliverance from Zice
and Mifery to Virtue and Happinefs, begun in this World,
and perfected in the next, by the gracious power of Gor,
through the mediation of Jesus Carist.

IIL. By Deifm I mean the opinion, that this deliverance
may be effefted by our own Reafon, and the belief of a
Gop, and a future State of Rewards and Punifhments.

a U 38
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COMMON SENSE, & |

LETTER 1.
DEAR SIRj

YOU will, T am perfuaded, apree with
me, that there muft be fome Religion in our
VWorld. It is an idea connatural to the human
mind, and confirmed by the fentiments and
practice of mankind in general, The queftion
with #s, in this Ape of Reafon, 13, whether
Deifmy or Chriftianity, thould be ours?

Here much has been faid by the leirned on
both fides§ but I, a man of plain comuon fenfe,
defirous of knowing and émbracing the TruTH,
haturally look for fuch evidences to determine
my choice, as are fuited to my capacity and
powers of comprehenfion, Such, for inftance,
as the confonancy of the principles of the pro-
pofed Religion, to tlie moral feelings, wants,
hopes, fears, defires of the hiuman mind ;—its
fitiefs to anfwer all the great ends of Religion ;
and that upon trial it has aGually anfwered them
in undeniable inftances. And I think I find all
thele particulars in Ghriftianity, but not in Deifin,
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Were you, therefore, to afk me, how, in this
enlightened age, I could be foweak as to belicve
the Chriftiap Religion to be a Revelation from
the Gop of Trutu? I would anfwer ; — be-
caufe I find it a Religion every way adapted to
my nature and condition.—I perceive that I
am'a rational being, poffefled of the powers of.
thinking, refletting, judging, &c. and p'lrtl-
cularly of a moral fenfe, or capacity of pereeiving
the difference between moral good and cvil,
virtue and vice; and of feeling a peculiar plm-
fure 1n the one, and pain in.the other.. I am
per{waded alfo, that the one living and truc
Gop, who rules over all, is mﬁmtely wife,.
powerful, juft, and good ;. and adminifters the
whole of his Government, narzrat and moral; in
perfect confifiency with thofe perfections ; and
that he has given.to me, as a fubject of his
moral Government, certain laws, or rules of
duty, (and indeed,. written the general outlines:
of them on my heart) fanctioned. by the idea
of my exiftence in a future State or World ;
and that as my Judge, he will appoint me there
a portion of happinels or mifery,- according to
my obedience or difobedience to his- laws,
during my continuance here. The fum of thefe
laws 1s,—1 hat I theuld. reverence, love, truft,
worfhip this Gop with all the powers of my
nature, love my neighbour (1. e. all mankind)
as mylelf, and keep-all the:powers and propen-
f1ties of body and mind 1n an entire {ubjection
to all the knawn will of Gop; and this per-

fccfl ly, all the days of m) life, T'his 1s the
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fum and fubftance of what I call Religion and
Yirtue, both which I confider :as neceffary to
my happinefs. And where is the Man (the

abfolute -Atheift cxcepted) who will not ‘affent
to all this ? | -

But, when I come to confider, .and comparg
my temper of mind, and conduét in-life, with
this divine law, or what 1.aftually bave done;
with what I ought to have .done, I find I have
fallen very fhort of my duty in many inftances,
and am indeed a Simmer ; with much darknefs
in my underftanding, perverfenefs in my will,
great irregularities in my appetites and paflions,
which often lead ime wrong, .and bting a fenfe
of .guilt or painful remoife upon my confcience;
for though I have efcaped the groffer vices, I
find I have not loved my Gobp {o ardently and
conftantly, nor my neighbour fo neatly as my-
{elf as I ought to‘have done; and indeed fallep
far fhort of my duty in many refpeéts; -and
therefore cannot think of appearing before the
Tribunal of the Judge Eternal, and my future
ftate of -exiftence, without -diftrefling fears.

- In this fituation of mind (which is all per-
feCtly confonant to the intelleCtual and moral
powers uny Maker has given me) I look .into
the {yftem of what is called Natural Religion
or Deiftical Philofophy ;3 but can find nothing
there that reaches my cafe, or can give eale to
my confcience, as a tranfgreflot of the law of
Gop, and expofed-to the awful penalties with
which 1t 1s fantioned. I do, indeed, learn

A 4



( 8 )

from thence, and from what 1 enjoy and per-
ceive in the world about me, that Gop muft be
good, bountiful, merciful; but I alfo learn,
that he is moft holy, powerful, juft, and highly
offended by my difobedience; and though &
may 1in {fome degree repent, and be forry for 1t,
and refolve to do better for the future, I can
find nothing there to affure me that my repent-
ance will be accepted, my paft oftences for-
civen me, or firength granted me to do better
for time to come ; or, in other words, that the:
Divine Aercy could be {o far extended to me, as
to remit the punifhment due to me, and make
me happy for ever, confiftently with the regard
due to the awfully facred rights of the Divine
Fuftice, and the great ends of the moral Go-
vernment of Gop;-—or, in a word, #ell me
what T muft do to be, faved. No, all there ap-
pears involved in the moft diftrefing dark-
nefs ; ap the beft I can perceive only the faint
thadow of a mere may be, on which to reit my
trembling hope.

With the deep ‘concern of one anxious fo:
the fecurity of his deareft interefts, I turn to
the book called the BisLe; and there, though
I meet with the moft flriking difplays of all
the adoreable perfections and Majefty of Gonp,
of his {potlefs purity and abhorrence of all fin,.
and of the tremendous power and refolution
of his juftice to punifh the guilty, and confe-
quently much to alarm my fears of inevitable
ruin j——=yet there I alfo find, on the other
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hand, fuch firong and exprefs affurantes of his
oracious goodnefs and tender mercies, his rea-
dinefs to pardon every humble Penitent, and
to beftow upon him the Grace neceflary to Re-
sentance, as 2t once not only filences my fears,
gut infpire me with the moft lively hope of
an ntereft in his favour, that loving-kindnefs
qphich is better than life.  For there T read that
Gov o loved the <vorld, of finful men, as 1o fend
pis dearly beloved Son Fefus Chrift into ity 10 be a
-propitiation for its finy declaring that ewhofocver
penitently believes in bim, fhovld not perifh but
have everlafling life ;—Dbe delivered not only
from the guilt and punithment of his fins, but
from their power alfo ; be reftored to the moral
likenefs of Gop, and the enjoyment of his pa-
ternal love; or, In a word, find it true, that,
as the Apoftle exprefles it, Jesus Carist /s
made of (Gop unto me Wifdom, Righteoufucfs,
Sanflification, and Redemption; juft fuch a Sa-

viour as I feel I want, and can find no where
¢lfe but in the Chriftian’s Gofpel,

"The Infidel will tell me very probably, ¢« That
¢ he has none of thefe feelings, and that they
¢¢ arc all the effet of a vain deluded imagi-
< nation.” I anfwer;—If man be really the
fubjeét of Gop’s moral government, and there
be any difference between virtue and vice, and
their confequences, as moft certainly there is,
then fuch ideas and apprehenfions of things as
above hinted, muft be juft, rational, real, and
every way connatural to the human mind i its
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prefent ftate. It is true they may, through
the prevalence of falfe principles, or vicious
indulgencies, be ftupified, and feemingly loft
for a time, in fome individuals, but they cans
not be totally dcfiroyed.

And as I find the Chriftian Doclrine, taken as
it lies in the Bisre, not only perfeétly confo-
nant to my moral fenfe, or the -law written in
my Heart, but alfo that it pours a far more
clear and abundant light upon all its leading
principles ; enlarges my views of duty, and
of the evil of fin and its confequences, {rom
the 1uftice of Gop; of the greatncfs of his
mercy and the all-fufficiency of his grace for
my deliverance. Hence I am fully perfwaded

of its Divinity and Truth, and reccive it ac-

cordingly with joy and gladnefs, as @ word
worthy of all acceptation.

Should you objet ¢ That all T have faid
¢ depends upon the realiry of certain falts
¢« mentioned in the Gofpel Hiftory, particularly
“ the Refurrection of Chrift from the dead, his
“ Afenfion into Heaven, and his poﬁeﬂmg the
<« powcr of univerfal Sovermgnty ; fafls Wthﬂ
¢ no fenfible man in 7bis 4ge of Reafon believes:”

To this I anfwer—"That thefe faéts, and in-
deed all that 1s faid in the Gofpel, refpecting the
birth, life, doftrine, miracles of Curist, and
his Apofltles, depend entirely on that of his
Refurretion. If that be really true, all the reft
muft be fo, if not, then, indecd, as-our Apoftle
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confefles, owr faith is vain, and we are yet in onr
fuasy  But the reality of this important event
will appear beyond all reafonable doubt, when
we impartially confider the circumftances at-

tending it, and the number and chara&er of
the witnefles attefting it.

That Jesus Curist did really die, and that
his corps was depofited 1 a fepulchre is not
difputed. 'That the fepulchre was clofed by 2
flone of great weight; and, to prevent all pof-
fibility of co]'uﬁon or 2 pretended Refurrection
by his Difciples ﬂeqlmg the body, this fone
was fealed with the feal of government, and a
ouard of .{oldiers ordered to attend there, for
the fill more cffectual fecurity againft any fuch
impofition ;—all this 13- alfo highly-probable
confidering the temper of the Jews and the
apprehenfions they were under from the pre~
diction of Curist. But, nothwithftanding this
care and precaution, the body was actually
miffing early the third day, according to that
prediction. The queftion is, was it taken away
by the Difciples, they affirming it to be aliv Cy
though {tll dead or, was it wal Jy raifed again
to life by the almighty power of Gop? The
former could not poflibly be the cafe, the Dif-
ciples were then under too great a confternation
to think of forming {o deep a plot as that of a
pretended Refurrection, and build upon it {fuch
a comprehenfive and {ublime {yftem of dotrine, -
as what they taught, They had themfelves no-
expetation of fuch an event, and would not
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beligve it; when mformed of it; ’till they were
compelled by the evidence of their own fenfes.

And had they entertained the wild defign of
ftealing the body from the fepulchre, how could
they poflibly have carried it into execution,
under {uch circumftances as thofe above hinted ¢
The. flory of their having flolen 1t, while the
guards flept, confutes its ielf and ﬂlCWS to what
miferable fhifts the Jewifh Rulers were driven.
And then the witnefles of the faf? of a real
Refurreftion, were. no lefs than five hundred
who had converfed with Jefus before his death,
and who all appear to be plain honeft artlefs
people, cvery way incapable of laying the plan
of fuch a defign, as impofing on the world the
belief of a pretended Refurre€ion required. —
Nor is at all likely that {uch a number of perfons
of different difpofitions, circumitances, connec-
tions, and views of life, thould unite with fuch
inflexible perfeverance as they did, to carry
into execution fo wild a project; and this not
ouly without the leaft profpet of any kind of
advantage to themlelves, but at the hazard,
every moment, of being detected, and, detected
or not, expofing themfelves unavoidably, not
only to tite fcorn and contempt, but to all the
miferies that the rage and malice of their ene-
mies could devife againft them, and this with-
out the lealt probability of fuccefs; as they
muft have to contend with the inveterate pre-
judices of Fewifb bigotry, and Gentile fuperfti-
tion, fupported by all the wifdom, learning, and
power of this world united to oppofe them, -
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If all this be fairly, and without prejudice
confidered, the evidence 1n favour of a real Re-
Jurreltion muft appear with the utmoft clearnefs,
and put the matter beyond all rational doubt.

And whoever believes the reality of the Re-
furrettion of Curist, will find no difficulty in
believing his Afcenfian 1nto Heaven, and his be-
ing poflefled of the power of univerfal Sovereigaty.
Bfpecially when he confiders that all this is {tili
farther confirmed by the events that followed,
particularly on the Day of Penticoft, when a
number of mean illiterate men appeared to be
endued, inftantaneoutly, with the ability of dif-
courfing in various languages to which before
they were utter ftrangers; and, at the fame
time, declaring, that this amazing power was
beftowed on them by Gop, in confequence of
the Refurreflion and Afcenfion of Crrist, and
his poflefling the Sovereignty of the World,
and, therefore, a clear evidence of the reality
of thofe fafls, and of the truth and divinity of
the doétrine built upon them, which they
preached ; for if CarisT had not been raifed
from the dead, and poflefled {uch extraordinary
power, thefe confequences could not poffible
have taken place. |

\

And as a ftill farther confirmation of thefe
fats, 1 may add the extraordinary counverfion of
that pharifaical perfecuting bigot, Saul of Tarfus
(afterwards called Paul) to the chriftian faith ;
an event fo f{urprifingly out of the ufual courfe
of things, could never have taken place, in the



( 14 ) 1

manner it did, had CarisT temained in the
ftate of the dead, and net 1n reality poflefled
thofe powers the Apoftles afcribed to him.

This great event the late Lord Lystleton has
finely illuftrated, as a moft {triking evidence of
the divine original of the Chriffian Religion, in
a fmall tract, which one would think it was
impofhble for any Infidel, who was a friend to.
_wvirtue, to read with any degree of honeft -
tention without becoming a Chriftian.

Should you obje&, ¢ That what I have al-
¢ ledged in favour of the Refurre@ion of
¢ Curist, 15, at beft, but the tale of the
¢¢ parties concerned, and thercfore unworthy
¢ of credit,” I would anfwer;——"The reality
of this event may be demonftrated from circum-
ftances independent of thofe detailed m the
Gofpel Hiftory of it ;—for 1t'is obfervable, that
foon after the death of Caurist, we find a few
poor illiterate men, of the meaneft natural abili-
ties, conftantly afferting, in the very face of the
great people concerned in his crucifixion, that
he was alive, invefted with Sovereign power,
and the Saviour of men, and other particular
doftrines grounded upon thefe, all diametri-
cally oppofite to the ruling paffions, tafte, pur-
{uits, and religious prejudices of Jews and
Gentiles, who, therefore, united all their wif-
dom, power, and indignation againfl them ;
and yet, notwithftanding all this, the belief
both of the faf?, and the do@rine built upon
1t, {pread fay and wide with the moft amazing
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rapidity, and triumphed over its moft ftrenuous
oppofers. Could this poflibly have been the
cafe, had not both the faft and the do&rine
grounded upon it, been from Gop, attended
with his gracious power and bleffing ?

As to the arguments derivable from the ac-
complithment of prophecy, the namber and
{plendour of the miracles wrought. by Jesus
Curist, and his firlt followers, which have
been fo forcibly and repeatedly urged, by the
friends of Chriftianity in its favour (and which
afford fhill more abundant evidenceof its truth)
thev have never been refuted, or indeed can be,
and need not be introducéd here, where the ap-
peal is made to common fenfe. 1 wouldy however,
beg  leave to enlarge a little farther on this
mternal evidence, the fimefs of the Chriftian
doétrine to produce all the beneficial effets in-
tended by Religion, But this 1n my next,

In the mean time I am,. dear Sir,

o , : Yours, &c,
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-EF, my dear Sir, we take a furvey of things,
as they appear 1n the general hiftory of our
‘world, we muft {ee, that it has been, from the
earlictl -ages of 1its. exiftence to this day, one
continued {cene of impiety, vice, and mifery;
mankind rebelling agamnft their Maker, fetting
his juftice at defiance, and defpifing his nucrcy ;3
hating, deceiving, and deftroying one another,
and often drenchiig the earth with human
‘blood to gratify the pride and ambition of op-
preflive tyrants, or their own infatiable thirft
after riches, The divine goodnefs interpofed
at firft by means of what 'i1s called wafural

Religion®, or Deifin 5 this {oon loft its influence,

* 1 fayy called fo, becaufe it 15 beyond the power of
conmen fenfe, to conceive it poflible, that fo weak, dark,
and depraved a creature as azan appears to be, fhould be
capable of forming a fyftem of religion fuited to his condi-
tion, and that fhould effectually reftore him to the likenefs
and favour of GGop,- So-we Chriftians, however, conclude
from the biblical account of the matter; particular from
the firft hint of a Saviour, Gen. iii. 1. The inftitution
of facrifices; the feparation of Abrakam, from the idola-
trous world ; the peculiar inftruétions Gon gave to him,
and his poftenty, efpecially by the hand of Mofes; 2ll
which was 1n reality nothing lefs than Clriffianity in its firft
openings, under various types and thadows of good things
to come, ’till CrrisT the Sun of Righteoufue/s fhould arife,
See.Jao, viu, §6. Gal, 1, 8.
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and the groffeft idolatry and wickednefs, with
their attendant miferies, every where prevailed,
and provoked the Almighty to give up the
orofs abufers of his goodnefs to blindnefs of
mind, and hardnefs of heart; with their con-
comitant evils, as a punifhment juftly due to
fuch enormous guilt. But ftill delightiag
mercy, he was pleafed afterwards to felect
Abrabam and his feed by Ifaar, and favour
them with farther difcoveries of his adorable
perfeCtions, and. moral government; giving
them many peculiar laws and inftitutions of
Religion, eminently calculated to imprefs upon
their minds the idea of oné only living and iruc
Gop, the Maker and Sovereign of the world ;
fecure them from the reigning fin of 1dolatry,
and its attendant vices, and lead them into
the practice of genuine piety and virtue, This
meafure had a more extenfive and happy-efleck
than the former; yet fin and mifery ftill
abounded, and the greateft part, ever of this
favoured people, paid little regard to their
Gop, who had done fuch wonders for them,
but gave themfelves up to idolatry and wick-
ednefs, to.a moft fhameful degree, and were,
therefore, vifited with .many dreadful judge-
fments from time to time. Laft of all"Gop
{ent his” beloved’ Sox Jesus Curist, with the
higheft reafon for faying — they will revereice
ny SoN 3 one who appeared in a character {o
infinitely {fuperior to even tie greateft of their
prophets ; whofe whole life amongft them was
that of the moft exemplary piety, benevolence,
p

—
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{elf-denial, humility, patience, and every virtue;
always going about doing goody teaching the
moft gracious doctrines, aiid the pureft morals
in the moft engaging manner, to the aftonith-
ment of the multitudes who heard h1m,
but inftead of reverencing this Sox, or paying
any ferious regard to. the glad tidings of Salva.
tion which he brought them,; and reforming
their vicious conduét, they treat him with the
utmoft contempt and cruelty, and at laft put
him to death by crucifixion, calling for his
blood upont thenr and their children #,

The Difciples of CHrIsT by miftaking the
nature and defign of his appearance in our

world, had no expeftation of this awful event,
and therefore were at the firft alarmed and
confounded ; but being foon afterwards per-
fwaded of hlS real Refurretion and Afcenfior
into Heaven, receiving farther light into his
dotrine, and a greater meafure of his fpirit,
they recovered their confidence in him; and
with the greateft intrepidity, i the face of the

* And, indeed, this horrid imprecation foon aftérwards -
took place, agreeable to the prediétion of CurisT: Jeru-
falem was defolated, their Temple, with its facrifical wor-
fhip, and their civil polity, -utterly deftroyed, by the
Romans. Many hundred thoufands of the people pe-
rithed, and thofe that furvived were fcattered abroad
through almoft all nations, and expofed to a vanety of
mifertes ;. though fill dlﬁmgulihed by their peculiar cha.
racter as the feed of Abrahain, apparently referved, by
the Divine Providence, for fome extraordinary purpofes

and in the mean time are living, though awdtul, mtnﬁcs
of the Truth of C/n‘y?mm{y. *-

2
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moft dreadful dangers, from the mialice and
cruelty of their enethies, publithed his dorine .
with the moft aftonithing, fuccefs; the hypo-
critical Jew became a worfhipper of Gop m
Spirit and Truth 3 and the {uperflitious Geniile
turned from his dumb idols to ddore and
ferve. him, all forfaking their vicious courfe of
life; and practifing all the virtues' that adorn
human naturey in a degreé.of perfedtion never
before known, T

This I take to be (in every material circtim>
ftance at leaft) a juft flatentetic of fuéts; from
all which it is plain,. that what is called Na~ .
tural Religion; (or rather the Chriftianity of the
patriarchal age) did fomething for a little:
while towards meliorating thie condition of
mankind ; that of the Ifraelites ruch more;
but Chriftianity, in its prefent form, infinitely
more flill ; having been the happy inftrument

of convertit}g myriads, from the loweft deeps
of the groflelt profanenefs and vice, to the

moft exalted degrees of piety and virtue. A
clear proof that it could not be the inven-
tion of any Man, or fet of Men, however
artful and defigning, much lefs.of fuch fimple
illiterate Men as the firft propagators of its
doCtrines appear to. be; but a wife and gra- -
cious Revelation from Gop, intended for the
happinefs of a finful world, and accordingly
accompanied with his power and bleffing, In
fhort, 1t appears with the fulleft evidence of
truth, that all the piety, virtue, and happinefs,
B 2 |
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* that has-ever exifted in our world, is owing to -
Divine Revelation, or the doftrine that holds
forth the mercy of Gop to Man, through the
mediation .of Jesus CHRIST,

It is true, profanenefls, vice, and mifery fiill
exift, and fhockingly abound in every part of
the earthly globe, which naturally leads every
friend to the human race to wifh for better
times, ‘The queftion before us 1s, whether
Chriftianity or Deifin is moft likely to produce
this defirable change ?- -

~ To-anfwer this queftion properly, we muft
lay- afide our prejudices, and fairly confider
what has been before hinted, as to the fuperior
fitnefs of the Chriftian Doftrine for effeCting this
important purpofe, and the infinitely more nu-
merous inftances in which it has actually done
it, and ‘the decifion muft be in its favour.—
Where ‘you can fhew me one infltance of any
thing like.a res) converfion from profanenefs
and vice, to piety and virtue, by your {yftem, I can
thew you thoufands brought from the loweft
deeps of “the one, 'to the highefl attainments in
the other, by the Gofpel of Curist#*, which
{hews it muft be indeed what otir Apofile calls
it, the power of Gob unto Salvation. ~Were this
Gofpel received by mankind in its vital energy,
and genuine purity, we fhould fee a furprifingly

* And ’tis remarkable, that more has been done towards |
reforming the world, in-a few months, by the preaching
the Gofpel, than by Philofophy i many. ages.
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new face of things in the moral world !—fhould
hear no more of the pride and - luxury, the
tyranny and oppreffion of the rich ; nor of the
unavailing fighs, and groans, of the {uffering
induftrious poor, or of the thefts and robberies
of the idle and profligate ; but, inftead of this,
of every man, from the prince on the throne,
to the labourer in the field, filling up his place
in fociety with propriety, and all uniting their
refpeltive endeavours to promote the happinefs
of the whole.

You will fay, ¥ Were Deifm as univerfally
“ received as the Chriftian Doltrine, 1t would
¢ have the fame effet.,” 1 fay no: 1t never
yet has, where received ; nor can have, becaufe
its inftrutions at beft are not {o clear, nor its
motives {o animating ;—its light is but as the
faint dawn of the morning ; that of Chriftianity
as the fun rifen in unclouded glory, fhining more
and more unto the perfell dayy and what is fill a
ftronger objection, ’tis not, to us, the divinely
appoiuted weans, and therefore not attended with
that divine power and blefling neceflary to
render even the Chrifttan Dodtrine, under its

prefent difpenfation, efletual,

You will fay—¢¢ There always have been and
« ftill are, great numbers of pious and virtuous
¢¢ Heathens, and multitudes of moft fhock-
“ ingly 1mpious and wicked profeflors of Chrif-
¢ tiaity, who hate, perfecute, opprefs, and
‘“ even deftroy one another, and have done fo
s for ages.” I grant 1t, but it is nothing to

B3
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your purpofes, for as to thefe Chriftians, they
are {uch in #ame only, not in nature, The true
and real Difciples of Carist poflefs bis bene-
volent {pirit, and therefore, though they may
differ in' opinion, in many cafes, and rank
under party names and denominations, are
knoivn by their ftill loving one another, with
Chriftian affeftion, and their difpofition to do
good to all mankind, ‘This is their genuine
charateriftic by which they are diftinguithed
from the reft of the world, as the children of
Gop. And as to the piety and virtue of the
Heathens, the inftances are very few at moft,
and very imperfect at beft ; and even that owing
to the fame Grace of Gobp through Fefus Chrift,
as ours, though his #ame was not known. And
the impiety and wickednefs, that ftill prevails
fo lamentably, in the Chriftian world, 15 not
owing to the want of fiznefs in our religious
fyflem, but to mens willfully fhutting their
eyes againft its light, and refifiing 1s remon-
ftrances, and thofe of their own confciences
and Common Senfe, which accompany them, and
therehy provoking Gop in righteops judgment
to withhold that gracious power and blefling,
which 'is” dbfolutely mneceflary to render any
means effetual.  But, however, the #ruth is
great, and will prevail in the appointed time,
when it wil] be accompanied with that power
and bleffing’ in a'far more abundant degree than
ever ; when thé weil fhall be taken away from
the heart of the blinded Few, apd Carist be
mdeed the Jight of the Gentiles; and genmne
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piety, virtue, and happinefs reign univerfally,
in a fulnefs of glory never known before. No-
thing then can be lefs to the purpofe, than
arguing againft Chriftianity on this ground, for
here it muft and will triumph.

Our half-enlightened Philofophers and Hyper-
Critics raife a great many objections agamft
Chriftianity from the many {uppofed -abfurdities,
contradictions, and unfurmountable difficulties,
that attend it; upon which they are fond of .
declaimiag, imagining they find there very con-
venient materials for the {fupport of their plau-

fible reafonings in favour.of Infidelity.

But moft of them arife from their 1gnorance
of the languages in which our facred books
‘where originally written; or of the manners
and cuftoms of the times and countries in which
the writers lived ; and have all been fo fully
anfwered, by our learned advocates, that it is
furprifing they fhould be fo repeatedly urged
againft us. However ’tis certain that nohe of
- them, in the leaft.degree, affett the leading
effential principles of the Chriftian Doétrineé,
and therefore are not worthy of the notice of
Common Senfe,  As to the froffer, who would
langh me out of my faith, it is enough to tell
him,=-That ridicule is not argumeat ; and though
it may ferve to difplay the brilliancy of his wit,
it 1s no evidence of the depth of his wifdom ;

often an encmy to virtue, and infinitely below
the DignitY of TruTH,

B 4
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You will, perhaps, remind me,—¢ That
s C/arzﬂzmzz{y, no longer able to ftand the teft of
¢ Reafon, aided by that more abundant light of
¢ Philpfophy, which diftinguithes the prefent day,
““ 15 now faft declining, and Infidelity in all its
“ forms, encreafing with the greateft rapidity.”

There 15, I grant, great reafon to believe
that Infidelity increafes, even in this country;
but if we fairly examine into the reafons and
“caules of it, we fhall find the refult in favour
of Cbrzﬁianby, by corroborating the evidences
of its Divinity,

One of the principal caufes of this boafted
increafe of Infidelity amongft the ‘more rational
and thinking few i1s—The Pride of Reafon, ar
the unqualified confidence they have in its all-
{ufficiency.  They forget they are but men;
creatures whofe reafoning powers are extremely
limited, and fallible; weak and incapable of
comprehendulo‘ the how and the why, even in
many of the moft comman operations of nature;
much more, in thofe of the Gop of nature,
carrying into execytion the moft extenfive plang,
laid in his eternal counfels; many of which
muft, neceffarily, be often attended with a com-
leElthll of cucumﬂances, caufes and: effects,
involved in darknefs, ytterly impenetrable by
the feeble eye of man, and directed to ends
infinitely beyond the reach of his powers of
comprehenfion, Let them keep Reafon in its
proper place, Wwithin the bounds prefcribed to

1t by Comion Sc’:.yE’, and I am fure they will find
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“nothing 1n real Chriftianity, contrary to 1ts {ober
diftates. But they are apt to think and reafon
-+ too fuperficially about it, and decide too pre-
cipitately againft it.

Another caufe of this increafé is, oiar Inﬁdels
are too ready to take up with falfe appear-
ances, and look upon Chriftianity in. that truly
difgufting light, in which our half enlightened
Philofophers, fuperftitious Priefts, time-ferving
Politicians, and creed-making Bigots have fet
it Could they be perfwaded to firip .it of
thefe difguifes, and contemplate it in its na-
tive fimplicity and dignity, juft as it came
out of the hands of Curist and his Apoﬁl_es,‘
they would find all their objections entirely re- -
moved, be charmed with its beauty, and de-
vote themfelves to its intereft. But the cafe
is, they want a Religion fuited to their capri-
cious fancy, rather than to their moral condition’;
that would gratify the pride of their philofo-
phy, rather than reduce it to the humiliating
dictates of Common Senfe. But certainly a {yftem
of Religion worthy of an mﬁmtelyr wife and
good Gop, muft be fuited fo the capacities,
‘conditions, and moral feelings of the bulk of
Mankind; be the Religion of Man, as Man, or
as he really is; the Religion of the illiterate
multitude, as well as of the learned fage. And
this 1s notorioufly the cafe with refpect to the
Religion of Curist. For though there the
rich, and the great, of the moft enlarged and
cultivated minds, may learn truths of infinite
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dignity and importance to their happinefs, and
may therefore fometimes receive it; yet, as ’tis
fall more peculiarly adapted to the condition of
the poor illiterate many, the mere babes in human
knowledge, they more generally and readily
embrace it. And no wonder; for they find
its inftruétions fuited to their capacities; its
great and precious promifes afford them the
moft efleftual fupport and confolation, under
the many great and diftrefling calamities to
which they are more particularly expofed ; fo
that they fometimes even rejoice in their tribula-
sion, through the lgve of Gobp fhed abroad in their
bearts ; affuring them that their fufferings here
tend fo work for them a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory in the world 1o come.

But the moft general caufe of this triumph
of Infidelity, is the depravity of human na-
ture ; and particularly that ardent love of the
falfe pleafures and fafhionable wvices of the
world, which is now the ruling paffioy with the
thoughtlefs and half-thinking many, efpecially
with thofe of rank and fortune, and their
humble imitators. Chriftianity, though it for-
bids us not one rational enjoyment, fets its face
againft every victous ndulgence; they there-
fore, at once, without a moment’s hefitation,
reject it, and embrace with the greateft ardour
the fyftem of Infidelity, becaufe it pleafes their
falfe tafte, and countenances them in the gra-
tification of their vicious propenfities, This,
however, 1s no recommendation of their {yftem;
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but, on the contrary, affords every lover of
. yirtue a very powerful motive for his em-
bracing the Chriflian Doélrine. |

Hence, therefore, though we lament the
great progrefs of the Infidel caufe, we have
no reafon to be athamed of ours, or dilcouraged
about it.  Infidelity, after all, has no real foup-
dation in Common Senfe, and therefore, notwith«
ftanding its prefent growth, and the moft ftre-
nuous efforts of its friends to fupport 1t, 1ts
reign will be fhort, and thofe efforts ferve, but
as a foil, to {et off the excellencies of Chrifti-
anity to the more advantage, give a ftronget
luftre to the evidences of its Divinity, and
the greater eclat to its tridmphs at laft, when
Curist {hall take his great power and reign,
the light and life of Men, the SarLvarion oF .
Gop to the ends of the earth; and ¥eww and
Gentile unite in celebrating his praife. —That
happy day is approaching. A voice from
Heaven is heard, faying, bebold I come quickly !
-~ AMEN! even fo come Lord JEsus !

To fum up the whole,—you,” my dear Sir,
atk me why I am a Chriffian ? my anfwer is,
becaufe I fee myfelf a Sumer, expofed to the
difpleafure of my offended Gop; but find in
the Chriftian Doflrine what 15 every way per-
feCtly fuited to my condition, moral feelings,
wants, and defires. It pours a divine light
upon my underftanding, tends to purify my
heart, {piritualize my affeftions, and preferve
me from the evil influences of this world : —
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informs me how I may find pardon and accept-
ance with ‘Gop, be reftored to his likenefs in -
righteoufnefs and true holinefs, and enjoy M
paternal love. It brings life and immortality to ¢ -
light, {o as to illuminate the dark valley and .~
thadow of death ; and affures every humble pe-
nitent believer in it, of unutterable felicity and
glory world without end. ~

This internal evidence I find much ftrength-
encd by what we call the exrernal; — fuch as
arifes from the accomplifhment of prophecy,
miracles, and other extraordinary fals recorded
in the BIBLE ; for here alfo I clearly perceive
the fame traces of a divine mterpofition. Thefe
evidences, therefore, go hand 1 hand, mutu-
ally illuftrating and improving each other, {o
that if one be true, the other muft be fo.
And both united form a firength of evidence
fo powerful in favour of the Chrifian Doctrine,
that Common Senfe, under that divine influence
that leads to, and always accompanies the
proper _ufe of 1it, cannot poflibly refift, but
feels itlelf compelled to embrace the TruTH
thus demonftrated, with the greateft ardour,
and rejoice 1n it with oy unfpeakable and full of
glry. It 1s, however, by the infernal evidence
fet home upon the heart with divine power,
that the common people are generally led to
embrace this doftrine. They find in JEsus
Curist juft fuch a Saviour as they want, and
therefore welcome him to their hearts. -
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. In fine, the more I read the Bible, and con.
fider the genuide fpirit and tendency of its
- dottrine, and the wonders it has done in pro-
moting the intereft and happinefs of the human
race, the more I am confirmed in the belief of
1ts Divinity ; efpecially when I think over the
charalter of the Lord Jesus Crrist, who is
the life, and foul, and glory of 1t.  Think upon
the peculiar circumftances attending his appear-
ance on earth, i our fleth ;~=his humiliation,
felf-deénial; and contempt of the falfe glory of
this world j=—the fervor of his piety ; the bene-
volence of his heart; the moral purity and
vital power of his dolrine; the luftre of his
example; the pains he took, and the many
great and good things he did, towards promoting
the happinefs of all about him; the patience and
fortitude with which he fuffered his praying
for his murderers, amidft their cruel mockeries
of his dying agonies on the crofs; and all this
for the falvation of finful men !—When I con-
template this truly great and illuftrious cha-
ratter, as it s delineated in the facred writings,
I am filled with wonder, love, and praife; per-
{waded that he muft be indeed, the Sox of Gop,
able to fave unto the uttermoft all that come unto
Gob by bim, and feel my foul cleave to him,—
In bim 1 fee the moft aftonithing objelt ever
prefented to the notice of the human mind
Gobd reconciling the world to bimfelf! the moft
awful juftice, tempered with the moft tender
mercy=—Sce that dear friend, who loved me, and
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gave bimfelf for me, redeeming me to Gop by his
blood. Yes, it was the grace of Gop in him,
that faved me from the dangerous fervours of
my youthful paffions; was my conftant guide
and fupport, through all the various duties and
trials of advancing life; and is now, in the
eighty-eighth year of my age, the fource of all
my ftrongeft confolations. To think of him,
and what he has done and fuffered, and 1s flll
doing for me to bring me to Gop ; of the af-
furances his faithful promifes give me of Ais
prefence with me here, and when this mortal
life is finithed of my being with him where he
is, to behold and enjoy his glory ! This, this
1s, indeed, beatitude pafi utteramce.

You will be ready, perhaps, to fay—*¢ This
¢ i5 all mere Delufion.”—SwEeeT DELYSION,
that leads me to piety, virtue, and happinefs !
- 'What can rREaLITY do more or better ? In this
Delufion I with to live, and hope to die; and
then find the fulnefs of its joys my portion
tiirough the endlefs ages of Eternity ! And that
you, my dear Sir, may ‘be thus happy, is the
fervent prayer of your fincere friend,

| 4 O ot
PHILALETHES.

P: §. If any doubts and difficulties arife in your mind,
flom.what you have read on the Infidel fide of the queftion;
read. what our learned advocates for Chriftianity have writ-
ten, of which there are plenty, and particularly Bifhop

Watfon’s moft excellent Apology for the Bible, in anfwer to
4. Pginé’s Age of Reafon.



