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BRIEF
INTRODUCTORY STRICTURES

UPON LATHE

BLASPHEMOUS WRITINGS, &'.

rONOIGIGNOIINGVO!

PERSONS?’ raifing the duft of controver(y a«
gainft the holy fcriptures, obfcures not their
luftre (however blinded he may be himfelf) but like
the Sun they thine with unclouded light, far above
little emmets encompafling themfelves in clouds of
duft. - |
It is faid ; let the pottherd ftrive with the poitherds
of the earth, but woe to him that ftriveth with his
Maker. And whofe heart can endure, and whofe
hands can be ftrong, when the woe falls with all its
weight ? However great a perfon rhay be thought to
be, he is quite unequal to a combat with his Maker,
and is but an emmet of a larges fize.

The abilities of a writer, and the beauty of his
ftvle go far in gaining him profelytes. Words are
the drefs of thoughts, whether thofe thoughts are
truths or lies ; and the beauty of the drefs, draws no
fmall fthare of attention in favour of the writer. An
attorney, who in the caufe of falfehood employs all
the force of eloquence, may fo charm his hearers, that
they will have no ear for plain truth, appearing in a
plain drefs, upon the oppofite fide; fhow and appear-

ance
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ance often captivate the inclination and draw with it
the judgment in its favour.
The force of the language of the Author of the
Age of Reafon is well known., The ftrokes of his
en are {ufficient to convert many to any falfchood
e withes them to embrace. The werld not long
fince, has been prefented with a {pecimen of his a-
bilities, difplayed againft Him in whofe hand hia
breath 1s. His pen dipped i the blackeft falfehood,
has fhed blafphemies againft the Lord of Glorv.
wko in the days of his fleth, bore the biafphemies of
this man’s predeceffors.
Sordid int_e_rcﬁ:a&mted his pen ; he faw that infi-
delity was in the height of fafhion, and that blafphe-

ming Jelus would turn to his worldly advantage; and
- like an attorney, ready to difplay his talent 1n any

%

caufe whatever, hie at once blafphemes the word of
God, trumpets his own fame, and gers his reward.
Had he lived where it would have turned to his

i agnominy, 1t is prefumed his pieces had never feen

thc hght. |

Could he have found his intereft 1n painting the
Chn{tnan Religion in beautiful colou"s, it would re-
ceive no benefit from it ; nor can it receive any dam-
age from his reprcfentation of it. It ftands o a
bafis firm as the everlalting mauntains, the truth of
God; and will triumph when men greater than he,

" and even Kings fhall call on the rocks to fall on them

- and hide them from the wrath of the lamb.

Though mulutudes are willingly carried away
- with pl lavhible guage, ina cae of life and death,
and in the concerns of that hife whofe length no pen
can defcribe, yet none of God’s defigns in his word
can be fruftrated.

The holy {eriptures declare themfelves to be the
word of the living God. No man may prefumc to
dictate in what way Ged’s werd fhall be communica-
ted. It mult bein the way, which he pleafes, who

. gIves no accouit ¢ f his matrers.

Itis written Fialm 63, 11, The Lord gave out
the
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she word, great was the company of thofe who pub-
lithed it. The prophets,and apoftles, and all that
were infpired, make up this company. Beautiful
upon the mountains are their feet, bringing good news
from a far country in one "and, and full evidence
of their miffion in the other. The teftimony they
bring is not their’s but God’s.” Itis the King’s Pra-
clamation, and they are only heralds. It is written,
where the word of a king is, there is power. The
geftimony in the fcriptures is all divine. It ftands
high above all the aflaults of the moft fubtle and
powerful upon earth. The blows men. aim againft
it recoll upon themfelves.  He that fits in the hea-
vens, laughs, and hath in derifion, the moft combi-
ned, aad malignant force employed againft 1t
Pfalm 2 4.

The teftimony of God is not moved by aay opin-
ion which either individuals or even whole kingdoms
may have about it. Its being the fafhion in France,
or any other country, to make 1t of no effe&t ta
themiclves, by traditicn, in cne age, and in another,
“to reje thofe traditions and the {criptures with them,
does not affet the holy {criptures any more than the
late convulfions and carnage in France affeted the
courfe or fhining of the {un in the heavens.

Whole nations difbelicving the word of God, or
pervertingit from itsnative fimplicity, and fathering
their favourite plans upon it, does but fulfil its pro-
phecies; the wifdom -of men plotting againft it proves
their own folly; their power employed againft it
works their own ruin. Great is the truth and will
prevail. When the curtain drops, and this world of
phantorns difappears, realities will be brought igte
full view, to the anguifh of many. |

Then 1t will be manifeft, as if written with a2 fun
beam, that the fcriptures are the word of that God
wbolc voice {pake the lLcavens and earth into
exiltence, and the fame forcible voice which calls
vp the dead from their craves,

Eveats 1a Europe, for a {eries of ages have been a

fulfilment
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fulfilment of fcriprure prophecy, as to the appear-
ance, growth and decline of the manof fin; and e-
vents of the prefent age, are a fulfilment of a part of
that prophecy yet remaining to be completed,
Macters are ripening for an iffue which is little tho’t
{ of; and indeed it is foretold both that men fhall not -
exped it, apd that in the twinkling of an eye it will
fcarfully furprize them. When they fay peace and
| fafety then fuddep deftru&ion comsth upon them as
| travail upon a woman with ¢hild, and they fhall nog
efcape. -
.~ Whether it will be allowed, that the boafted reafon
. of the prefent age hath been truly exemplified, and
, carried out into pra&ice in France, the centre of it,
I fhall nat examine ; but it may be boldly affirmed,
 that the boafted reafon of this author leads a man in-
to a labyrinth of fond conjetures, and dreams, and
there leaves him to perifh, and turn to corruption, in
fearful apprehenfions of dreadful wrath beyond
the grave ; but the glorieus Gofpel of the bleffed
God abolifhes death, brings life and immortality to
light, plucks out the fting of death, and prefents, as
ithe only hope of guilty dying man, Him who 1s
he refurreCtion and the life; in whom he that be-
ieveth, though he were dead, yet fhall he live; and
hofoever liveth, and believeth in him, fhall never

If..




Dxar Sow,

O deny divine Revelation ot to hold the
Truths it contains loofely is death, Senfible

of your imminent Danger from 4 Deluge of Infidel-
ity and falfe Chriftianity I addrefs you. Butit can
only come of God to tcach you and me the things
whxch belong to our peace before they are hid from
our eyes. What I now write is defigned as a preli-
minary to other Letters upon the clear light of di~ -
vine revelation contrafted with the darknefs of 2
boafted age of reafon. The expreffion an age of
reafon is plaufible and captivating. The word rea-
fon is often abufed and proftituted to the vileft pur- .
poles. Men boaft of reafon, and every oneis fond of
being thought to be under its influence. Inallo-
pinions a man entertains, in all altions which he
does, he is ready to be perfuaded himfelf and to per-
fuade otuérs, that he is under the guidance of reafon 3
In all contentions between individudals or bodies of
men both oppofite parties alledgethat they are influe
enced by reafon. The fame is true of nations ae
war, and what is called reafon in one camp pafies
for its oppofite in the other, The oppofite opinions
of men in religion are all profefledly grounded in
reafon on both fides. In moft of the pratices of
men however bafe, and evenin the late barbarntles in
France, the a&ors no doubt alledged that they were |
governed by reafon. Indeed the word reafon, hath -

been afpecious cover for the vileft opinions and’
Pra&lCCSQ
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‘praices. The boafted reafon which men plead for,

when examined, turns out to be the inclination of
their hearts, or rather their lufts, We may fee the
{pring and fountain head of this boafted reafon in the:
ferpent’s reafoning to turn Eve afide from the fim-
ple voice of revelation, and her own reafoning cor-
refponding to his, which clofes Gen. 3,6. And

e when the woman faw that the tree was good for food,

and that it was pleafant to the eyes, and a tree to
be defired to make one wife, fhe took of the fruit
thercof, and did eat. Three reafons are in her
view which enclofe three lufts ; the luft of the flefh;
the luft of the eye, and the pride of life, which taking
the placc of a regard to God’s voice, brought ruin.
Awful it is to depart in the lealt from the voice of
God, and give ear to our own luft, under the name
of reafon.

The Apoftle declares the weapons of their warfaré
to be mighty through God for cafting down logif-
mous reafonings and every high thing which exalteth
itfelf againft the knowledge of God. Reafonings

“dre to be reckoned among the high things which

thus ftand exalted againft the knowledge of him.
The word rendered cafting down fignifies utterly de-
molifhing, and in knowing the true God they are ut-
terly demolifhed. -

But to proceed ; it will one day appear, that men
are as unicafonable (fo to fpeak) in their reafonings
againft the truth of God’s word as they would be in
reafoning againft the truth of thefun’s fhining,though
in the latter there is not that guilt.

Should any one chufe to argue that there was no
Sun in the heavens, we fhould be better employed i
enjoying its influence, than in controverting with
hinv. Should he chufe to argue that there is no
God, we fhould be better employed, in attending to
the plainevidence of confcience, teftifying that ev-

~ery breath we draw, cvery beat of the pulle, every

motion even of a finger, and every thought of the

niind, rreciaims a God, in whem we live, move and
= have
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have our being ; while every thing 2bove, and around
us declares his glory.~—So if any one chufes to reafon
againit she light of the glorivus gofpel ; we fhould be
better employed in. attending to the elearnefs‘of that
light, and to the Apoftles, commending themfelves
to every man's confcience in the tight of God, ghan
“In purfuing ther, into their labyrinth of reafonings ;
knowing that if the gofpel be hid itis hid to them
wh9 are loft, and that the God of this world blinds
the minds of them who believe not, left the light ofy
the glorious gofpel (hould fhine unto them.

The holy fcriptures carry in_themfelves evidence

that God is the {peaker, and the truth of this is en- -

forced upon illiterate men who bave not accefs to
profan= hiftory ; and who are incapable of entering
into ai jumentation. Indeed the fcriptures are neva
er believed in truth, but upon the bare teftimony
of God himfelf, fpcaking in them, afide from pro-
phane hiftory, and men’s reafonings to prove them
true. The Record, or the witrefs of the three in hea-
ven, 1. John . 7, 8, 9, is plainly the witrels of the
one God in three perfons, diftin from the witnefs
of men. And it is there faid to be greater than the
witnefs of men; and thus it proved among the firft
believers in its great effells, and thus it will prove
among all whofe faith 1s unfeigned, or who have ob-
tained like precious faith with rhem, through the
righteoufnefs of God and their faviour,

While we turn afide from the common tra& of
reafoning, the idca to be kept in full view, _is, that
the {criptures are the witnefs of God himfelf, carry-
ing in themielves evidence thzt they are his trut.
This is the only conviction of their truth, that is to
any purpofe. As to any bhelief men may have, on
account of the profefled belief of the country they
live in, or the belief of their forefathers, or men
whom they cftecem for religion; asit reftson the tef-
tim_on{y of men, it is as different as darknefs from
Light from a belicf grounded upon the record of God,
and may be eafily fhaken, by the plaufible reafon-

B | 1Rgs
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ings or the fneers of an infidel. Indeed the ftep from
fuch faith toinfidelity is (hort and eafy.

The fame thift from one to the other, which hath
taken place in France, may ealily take place in any
other nation now profefling chriftianity, when their
worldly interelts favours it, and it (uits the policy of

¢ nation,

Among ourfelves we fee thofe who have received

their chriftianity by tradition, and not upon the teiti-

mony of God, holding it by a very flender handle.

‘They {peak of the fcriptures as doubtful, dark and

inconfiftent with cach other. Indeed #bey are tho't
{carce able to fupport any point of dottrine or prac-
tice, withou: the aid of fome able voucher, and men
find little more ufe for them, than to furnith a jeft,
or thew their abilities in argument, and eloquence
upon detached paflages, or advance their intereft by
fhaping what they profefls to hold from them fo as to
fuit the general tafte where they live. More confi-
dence is placed in the writings of Seneca, or forre other
wife pagan, by many wuo-call themfelves chriftians,
than in the holy fcriptures. And thofe who would
be effeemed guardians of the word of God (which
fpurns at {uch athoughic) appear to be only guardi-
ans of their own interefts. Thechriftian world, fo

" called, whole confidence is iR the teftimony of men

and not the record of God, feeing their teachers fo
divided in opinion, and belicf, as well as others, cither
reft fatisfied 1n utter uncertainty, or anxioufly grope
like men in the dark, not knowing which way to look
for truthie——But leaving them I would juft fay that
where thé{cripture is believed upon the teftimony of
Gud, it comes not in word only, but in power, and
mighty indeed are its effets, which muft be manifeit
to any one who reads with but {mall attention, the
lives of thofe who were under its influence in the be-
ginning, which may be feen in the A&ts of the Apol-
tles and eliewhere,

1 amn your affeftionate father, &c.
- LETTER
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LETTER, IL
Dear Sov,

THE holy fcriptures prefent themfelves, not as the
word of man, but the word of God. They bear the
ftamp of divine truth, which accords with every
" man’s confcience, but is pointed like a fword againft
every man’s natural biafs, and thercfore cannot be
the device of man. Wherever they have had effe®t
they bave borne down the reafonings and lufts of
men.

There hath been an univerfal ftruggle of mankind
againft the {criptures, or the truth of God. The
hiftory of all ages, the hiftory of all nations, even of
the Jews the peculiar prople fhewsit. Their con-
duét in the wildcrncls, and in Canaan, and the united
condult of Jews and Gentiles towards Jefus Chnf,
and the profeflion of his name fhews it. * It is mani-
feit not only ia perfecutions on-account of it, but in
corrupting and perverting it. A corruption of the
truth is as really a ftruggle againft it as a diret oppo-
fition to it ; even as an attempt to take Jefus by force
and make him a King, was oppofition to his King-
dom, as well as an attemipt to root it out of the world.
The corruption of the word of God in France in
paft ages was as really an oppofition to the fcriptures
as their late rejection of them. |

Nations who are now holding the fcripture cor-
rupted cannot boaft of being lefs oppofed to the
Word of Gad, than France who has openly rejeted
it.” All the nations who are now holding the fcrip-
tures in fubferviency to their own lufts, maintain a
ftruggle againft them as well as France. The oppo-
fition of the world to the truth which appeared in the
days of the Apoftles hath not failed of being kept up
to this day, either in reje&ting the {criptures or cor-
rupting them. The world hath uniformly main-
tained its oppofition to the word of God in one way
or other.

The way in which the fcriptures have gaired
ground has bzen by the mere dint of evidence, bear-

Ing
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Iag down men’s reafonings and inclinations; and
this compelled the firft publifhers themfelves to re-
ceive the fame truth thcv publifhed to others, for to
them as well as others, it was like a fhar? piercing
two-edged fword. .

.The A oftle fays, 2 Pet.-1, 16, We have not
followed cunmngly devifed nblcs, wifen we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jefus Chrift, but were eve witneffes of his majefty, &c.
It canrotbe conceived poflible that Peter and others
fhouid invent and publith a Fable, which was firftly
contrary to every natural mclmatlon of their own
hear‘s, and fccondly would deftroy every thing which
they held dear’; their intereft, reputation, and comfort
in life; and laflly would lcad them into fevereft fuf-
ferings from the wrath of the world kindled againft

LP them, "and bring life into the utmoft danger, yea

r,w fhould pes#l1in it unto the death. They muft in
fuch cale a&t contrary to every principle that can be
In man, and it might as {oon be expected to fee the
ftones falling upwards.

Ncthing ﬂ*ort of a firm belief of the things they
teftified, could influence them to fuffer the lofs of all
thiogs, and rot count life itfelf dear; and this be-
lef was firmly grour nded upon the divine teftimony,
fer before them in the moft convincing manner.
Thie apoiile fays, we were eye witneis of his majefty,
Jobn fays,"1ft Epifile 1, 1. 2, ‘That which we have

' heard, feen and Landled of the word of life, that which
we have feen and heard declare we unto yovu, &c.
And God fhewed Lis concurrence with thair teflimo-
ry by the miracles he ‘wrought by them. And not
ocly the Apoftles but a mu%titudc of others, fealed
the fame teftimony with their blood, in hope of life
eternal through that truth ; fo far were they too,
from the leatt apprelienfions of its being a cunningly
devifed fable.

'i'i,c Teitimeny of the Apofties, and the Prophets
alfo, center 1n one point, the refurretion of Jelus,

giter. s beirg dedivered for our offtices; from
whence
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whence alone arifes hope to man. This fatt eftabe
lithed the whole; and every part, both of the old tef-
tament and the new, however wonderful, or unac-
eountable it may feem, is cftablithed with 1t; and all
fececung difficulties muft vanith before it like' mifts
before the Sun.  Many have fcoffed at the miracu-
lous things reported, fuch as the account of Joffah,
Samfon, &c. but inftead of being thought incredible
to one who knows the fcriptures and the power of
God, they appear wonderful difplays of the power of
that God with whom nothing is impoffible. They
have raken upea them too to fay that many things
afcribed to God in the fcripture were unworthy of
him, and havefuppofed themfelves competent judges
what was becoming their Maker. Swelled with felf
importdnce they do not conceive the diftance be-
tween God and them, is far greater than between
themielves and a worm. A child oran 1deot, di&ta=> .
- ting a wife general or politician is not to be heeded. ™
‘The difparity between the wifeft man, and his Maker
is far greater ; and it is the higheft prefomption to
determine what is fit and becoming him, whofe
ways are as f2r above ours, as the heavens are higher
thaa the earth. -

While the twelve authorifed witneffes of the re-
furretion of Jefus, declared God’s teftimony con-
cerning his Son, and men faw what an effe& it had
on them, and beheld the miracles which God wro’t
by them, they were led to fay that God was with
them of a truth ; and this teftimony is not merely
their’s, but God’s : and they confidered God himfelf
fpeaking by their mouth. Thus it is faid of fome
of them, 1 Thefs. 2, 13, that when they received the
word of God which they heard from the Apoftles
they received it not as the word of man-but as 1t 1s
in truth the word of God. In like manner when
- this teftimony of God which was firt communicated
by the voice of the Apoftles, was afterwards cominu-
nicated by their writings, in this way too, the word

was
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was reccived not as the word of man but as ic isin
truth the word of God. The fane is true of all the.
facred writings. The holy fcriptures then prefent
themfclves not as the word of man but as the
word of God. They point out God to - be
their author, without a train of reafoning, as tle
. werks of creation point out God to be their creator.
He is read in onec, as he isin the other.—They
diaw a black portrait of this lower world as under the
curfe; fhew thar every man by nature is a child of
wrath, that every mouth muft be ftopped, and that the
whole world is become guilty before God, and that
no flefh can be juftified in his fightin ary way but
through him who was made a curfe in their flead,and
thereby redeemed them from the curfe. They give
a portrait of the charaGer of Jefus Chnft. They
prefent to us his features, his likenefs. He is called
the Word of God and there is that in them which
bears his refemblance as the impreflion does that of
the feal which makesit. As the world ftood affe@t-
ed to him fo they are affe&ed to the word of God.
"Of himfelf he fays, the world hateth me becaufe 1
teftify of its works that they are evil, T'he {criptures
fully maintain the fame teftimony, and incur the
fame hatred. The profcfled kking of many is o
more than that of the Jewsto Jefus, when they would
fain make him a temporal King ; which vury thing
proceeded from a difrelith of his real charalter.
Men’s hatred of the real truth in the fcriptures hath
been abundantly manifcit in perverting and putting
a falfe meaning to the words, as well as an open re-
1eticn of them, It is natural to all men, though
fallen, to ftand for what they thirk are their rights
before their Mzker, and to ftand op;»otcd 0 what
appears to invade them; and as the word of God likie a
fharp two-ed:ed fword gives a fatal fiab ., them,
and tc everv hoje of man afide from the death and |
yeferrection of Jelus, leaving nodung Lut a feaiful
lack:n ﬂ,. of fiery mdlg"anon ; 1t s impoffible that
the vorld thould receive it, otirwile than cor upted

and
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and perverted from its native fimplicity. 1t appears
impoffible in the nature of things that any max or
number of men fhould inveat a plan of Religion like

-1

|

this, fo oppolfite to the biafs of their own hearts; ]

and the hearts of all others, with a view to its fpread-

ing in the world, without either worldly weapons or f

allurements ; and utterly impofible it fhould {pread
if it could be fuppofed to be divifed. Could we
make the fuppofition that there were no {criptures in
the world at this time.” We cannot coaceive it pof-

fible that they being fabulous thould thus fpread, nor

indeed that they thould be -invented. So it has al-

ways been the cafe as human nature is the fame in

all-ages i. e. oppofed to them as they alfo teflify.

The fa& 1s obvious to all that they. aCually have

fpread over the world, teftifying men’s guilt, and on-

ly hope, in{pite of theoppofition of the world; andit
cannot poffibly be accounted for in any way but this,

that they are in truth the word of God ; that Jefus

Chrift the fon of God, who gave his hife a ranfom was
raifed from the dead ; and that ocular demontftration
of this led the apoftles at the rifque of lifeto pub-

lifh Salvation through himn alone, n oppofition to the

world of Jews and Gentiles combined againtt it.
This teftimony confirmed by miracies and fealed
-with their. own blood forced attention in mankind,
.contrary- to their defire, and made its way agaianft vi-
olent oppofition of hearr, and was mighty through
God to the pulling down their ftrong holds.

This Teftimony was carried far and wide, and when

men in various parts of the world, faw the boldnefs
of thefe witnefles, and that their life wo- embarked
in their teftitnony, and beheld their miracles, aad fi-
nally {aw their blood fhed, in full hope of eiernal life

through the Lord Jelus, they were awed about that
which they ftood oppofed to, they had great reafon-
ings among them ; they wifhed to appear upon .
friendly terms with that which exceedingly troubled

them,  They ufed their arts with profefiors to en-

cave
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gage them to lower down the force of the divine tef-
timony$fo tofpeak, to pariey and to league with them,
‘This had its effe on multitudes who had grown

-weary of the crofs themfelves. This coaliion

fpread fo far that in the days of Conftantine the great,
the minds of his fubjelts were fo much 1a favour
of chriftianity thus modified, that it appeared confif-
tent with found policy to eftablifh it, inroom of pa-
ganifm as the religion of the Roman empire called
the whole world. But befoic it was eftablifhed, it
ceafed to be what it was at firft. 1t became another
Gofpel or the goipel of Carift perverted. Here was
a wide gate and a broad way opened, under the
chriftian name, which they fuppofed led to life, and
that many were going in thereatc. From that day
the world has adopted the name of chriftianity, 1n
fome form or other. The name has been retained,
but the thing was loft or wrapt in darknefs. The
continuance of the {criptures is hence eally accoun-
ted for. From this time being conftrued to men’s
liking, they have been forced to become a too! of
ftate, and an inftrument of gain to priefts, who fome-
times 10cked them up from the common people, or
when they let th-m out compelled men to take their
interpretations of {cripture, for the f{cripture itfelf,
The word of God in their hands foretold, and teftr-
fied againft the corruption which they were bare-
facedly guilty of, as may be feen 2 Thef. 2 chap. 1.
Tim. 4, 1. 4. 2T, 3 chap. 2Pet. 2d and 3d chapters,
the Epiftle of Jude, and.the book of Reveiations.

Thus becaufe they knew him not, nor the voices
of the apoftles, they fulfilled them ; asthe Jewsloag
before had fulfilled the voices of the prophets refpe@-
ing Jefus. A&s 13, 27. The condu& of nations
called chriftian, in every age fince, in conformity to
thofe mentioned, has been a ftanding fulfiiment of
the ‘prophecies above, and an evidence of the truth of
the Givine teliimony,

Loretain;iwappears impoflible to conceive of the

{cripturcs
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fcriptures having fo great a {pread in ady other wdy:
80 ghat the mind is as it were reined up to the time
whea the teftimony was firft publithed, and led to ats
tead to that forcible,cvidéa’cg. which had fo mightf
an effect on many, and occalioried‘d general awe a.
inong men; which led them. to corrupt and eftablifki
chriftianity. . o L ;
At this prefent time God is ftill upholding :_113

fame teftimoay by the writings of the prophets an
;poﬁ_les,' though men would faia drown his voice b
the noify clacour of lo here and lo there; and by at<
tempts t0 palm that upen them for his thith; which
he has never fpoken. His voice is ftill teftifying to
_ the world that its works are evil, and that there is no

hope for any mag afids from Chrift Jefus. Itsawful
teprefentation of the charaéter of mankind or men, of
which a fummary is given in the three firft chapters
of the Romans,.is confirmed by the hiftory it gives
of their candu® from_ gge to age; witnéfs the ac-
count of the Antidélljgi, Rabel-builders, Sodo-
mices, Egyptians, Aflyrians, 8&c. It is confirmed
in the acceunt it gives of the Jews from age to age
in the wildernefs, inCanaan, before and after tli¢ ¢ap-
tivity, when the Mecfliah came and was among them,
and after his crucifixian till the deftrution af theif
city and remple and utter difperfion. = .
- The Scripture does not ftop like the hiftoriés of

men with inferming ef events which have taken place
but praceeds to give a biftory of the future dowa to
the end of time. It brings to view a conftant war
againft the truth carried on by the old ferpent, the
devil or fatan, deceiving and conduting all nations -
in the canfli&, who are made drunk with the winé
of the wrath of the fornication of the great whore,
who pretending to be the fpoufe of Jelus commits
fornication with the Kings of the earth who drefs
her outinrich apparel, Serikingly this® has been,
verified in the wealth and honours both clergy and -
churches have obtained by a clofe connexion with
evil rulers, G | Bwt
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But to returm, fuch is the divine teftimony of
mankind and fuch the correfponding hiftory. - 2>d
clicre is no room for any to ftand forth and fay we
are better than they ; noin no wife, for there is sorne
rightcous nio not one. In the view of all nations,
ages, and of our own charalters, the heart of a man
muft die within him, were it not for onc chara&ter
which knew no fin, but was made finfor his g;gplc
tkat they might be made the righteoufoefs of God in
him. The fcriptures then in all ages and at thi$ pre-
fent time, befpeak themielves to be the word of the
moft hich God. The Book proclaimns itfelf divins,
It is faid John 8. 47. He thatis of God heareth
God’s words, which implies that God isheard in dif-
tintion from any man. And again 1 John 4. 8.
We are of Gad: he that knoweth God heareth us
he that is not of God hearcth not us. - The Apoftles
were appointed his ambaffadors that by théir mouth
men might hear the words ofGod,and tire words fpo-
ken or written by them d’s words. .

In confirmation of the divine truth of thefcripture:
I might hention thé fulfilment of their prophecy in the
deftroion of Jerufalem, and various other kinge
doms. The Jews remaining adiftin& people among
all nations to this day, N a ftanding evidence of
their truth. Another ftanding evidence is the great.
whore committing fornication with the kings of the
earth which hath lived thus delicioufly for ages ;
though it is true fhe is now declining faft with a con-
fumption. And this too confirms their teftimony ;
and “particuiarly what hath happened 1n France of
late appears a fulfilment of what is faid Rev. 17, 16,
of hating the whore and making her defolate agd na-
ked. The prophecy of Peter 2 Epift. 2. of 2. ap-
g:ars alfo fulfilled, where thewing that falfe teachers
thould rife under the chriftian profeffion followed by
multitudes, fays by reafon of them the way. of truth
fhall be evil fpoken of. The People of Fraace in-
ecnfed ac the pernicious ways of the priefts take oc-

o - cafion
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" eafion hence tp Vilify the fcriptures the way of truth,
"Although this is more.or lefs true in ‘every country
yet there it appears in a ftriking manner. And au-
thors take occafion to vilifythe fcriptures in connex-
ion with the clergy, as if there had been fome affinity
between them, and the fhame of their praices be-
longed to the fcriptures. Yea they open theirmouths
in the moft daring blafphemies againft God’s Word,
and againft Jefus Chrift, who is the brightnefs of his
Glory, and the exprefs Image of his perfon. Thefe
things inftead of weakening, confirm. the faith of
gﬁxgs people, as they thereby fee the prophecies ful-
Cd. h
I am your affe@®ionate father, &c.

s

IO D

‘DxAR Son, g S

THE feparation of the children of Ifrael from all
ether natioas, in conformity to . she fcriptures, and
their continuing diftin@ from them, for a feries of
ages, in the obfervance of laws, which it is the bias
of man’s heart to break away from; laws which made
tfem a laughing ftock to all other people, and
their holding that teftimony facred which condemned
their own conduét entirely, and left them without
hope afide from mere mercy through the promifed
Mefiah, thefe are a ftrong evidence' of the truth of
the revelgtion which they held to.  Here was a whole
nation kept together in this manaer againtt their na~
tural iaclinations, 2 whole nation profefling a firm
belief of arevelation from God, a whole nation wits
nefies of miracles, a whole nation to judge whether
there were any tricks .or impofitions, and that not
merely fora day or a year, but for a fucceflion of a-
ges, a nation too that often thewed their inclination .
to turn away from Ged, and to be conformed to other

nations, but contrary to their bias were brought
| back -
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back by threatnings and judgements.—-——1In their
couric for ages they were léd contrary to their na-
tural bias by the dire@ion of the Lord as the twe

milch cows meniioned 1 Sam. 6. 10, &c. on whom
there had come no yoke, went ftraight away from
their calves tied up ut home, drawing the ‘ark of
Godin a new cart, lowing as they went. As the
hand of God was manifeft, in leading the cows a-
gaint their bias, fo it was manifett in lcadmg Ifracl,
both in the wildernefs, and in Canaan ; and onc is
" an emblem of the other.

Ifrael was under the guidance of the lively Oracles
of God, though it is true that they often rebelled.
" The oracles to which pagaas reforted for informa-

tion, ‘probably took their rifc from what was obferv-
¢d among the Jews. But the children of Ifracl had
recourfe to an Oracle indeed, and had information
from the moft high God. ‘When an aracle gives
mformancn, that 1 voice alore, in diftinétion from all
ptiers, is the object of attention.  When God re-
vealed any thing to Ifrael, every word that he utter-
ed, claimed their utnoft attention. The Scriptures,
the lively oracles of God, claim the fole attention,
and are jealous of any voice being attended to afide
from them. There is no ateation due to any man
whatever, any further than his voice echoes (as i
may fay) the voice of the Oracle.

Whein Uharaoh applied for the interpretation
cf his dre..m, Jofeph anfwers, it is not 1n me, God
fhail give Pharaob an anfwer of peace.  And while
the anfwer comes from his own mouth, ke fays
again, God hath fhewed Pharaoh what he is about
wdo. Gen, 1. 16, 28. So Daniel faith, 2 c. 30 v.
pn alike occatien, but as fcr e chis fccretis not re-
vealed on e, for any witdom that | have more than
any living ; but he aﬂlrts that tiiere 1s a2 God 1n hea-
ven, who revealeth fecrets.——None of the pro-
ghets, or Apofies, make any more account of their

pwnveices, wien declaring what God {pake by theas,

aul
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Paul fays, 2 Cor. 4. 7, But we have this treafure in
earthen veflels that the excellency of the power may
be of God, and not of us, An carthen veffel con-
taining oold and filver is overlooked, the treafurs:
gains the whole atteation, Again he thaoks God
1 Thefs. 2, 13, that when. they received the word of
God by his mouth, they did not receive it as his own
word, but as it was indeed the word of God. And
he informs, 1 €or. 2, 1-6, that when he came to them
declaring the Teftimony of God, he came not with
excellency of fpeech, wifdom, enticing words, but
was with them in weaknefs and fear, and much
trembling, and it was that their belief thould notftand
in the wifdom of men, but in the power of God. He
would be himfelf as it were thrown afide, as a wretch-
ed guilty finner, that the teftimony of God, of which
e was the bearer, might have all its weight. He
alfo tells the Galatisas, to hold him accurfed if he
fhould preach any other Gofpel to them, than whay
God had alrcady declared by his mouth. He ale
fo afferts the fame cven refpe&ing an angel from
heaven. The {criptures in the plaineft and moft
cxprefe manner hold forth the idea, that God is the
fpcaker in them. Divesin rorments, is reminded
that if his brethren to whom he withed to give war-
aing, did not hear Mofes and the prophets, they
would not be perfuaded by his rifing: from the dead
to warn them of the horrors of that tormeut, which
he felt, and to which he fuppofed them advancing.
This implies that God’s voice by Mofes and the pro-
phets, was the only means of repentance. A mulu-
_tude of paffages exprefsly mention God as the fpeaker
in the{criptures, 1t may fuffice to quote a few only.
The apoftle quoting a paffage from the Pfalms ex-
prefsly afcribes the words tn God Hebo. 3, 7, Where-
fore as the Holv Gholt faith to day if ye will hear his
voice, &c. The prophet Ifaiah pointing forward to
the gofpel day, fays, chap. 52, 6, Therefore my
. people thall know my name; therefore th;y fhall
ROW
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Rknew in that dsy that [ am ne thatdoth fpeak, be.
Moldit isI. Lanyguage cannot marc clearly exprefy
both that God is the fpeskst, and that heisalio known
#0 be fo by his peopte. But I would more particue
larly notice Heb. 1. 1, 2. God wko atfundry times
and in divers maoners fpake to the fathers by the
p 'hath in thefe laft days ipoken to us by his
faa. HereGod is held forth as the fpeaker in the
revelation vg.ticli the ,‘I_:ws ever had by means
prophets. God hath en at what ume be
faw fir. He himfclf hath ggsfcn the .manner of
fpeaking, whether by a voice himfzlf or by amefica-.
- ger; whether an Aagel or a2 man ; whether by vaics-
- or.writing. He is above'all controul in this matter,
And we find even earthly princes claim a right of ad-
drefling their fubjetls, in the way they themlclvey
- chufe. | - .,
- Ithath pleafed God moft high, that his revela-
. tion to his people in the feveral ages of the world, -
. fhould be chicfly by writing, and that they fhould look
~ 10 the law and teftimony and reje@ cvery voice that
fpake not according to that word. The greateft
frefsis laid upon what was written. The Lord re-
- pels each . of the tpmptations of Satan in the wilder-
. nefs, faying it is written thus, &c. Mat. 4 chap,
. Again he fays, Luke 24, 44, Thus it is written, and
. thus it behoved Chrift to fuffer, &c. Aond Mat,
- 26, 44, But how then fhall the fcriptures or wri-
~ tings be fulfilled, that thus it muft be. |
Whateter God hath fpoken by voice or writing
hath been attended with evidence that he was the
focaker. When Mofes had a meflage to Pharoah
" he gave evidence that God fent him. Exod. 7, 9.
"10. Aad fo it was too in his meflages to Ifracl,
. ‘The fame may be faid as to all the prophets and all
thz apoltles. o |
Ia the beginning it feemns that divine Revelation
was preferved not by writing, butin the memory of
e fatthful, which being comprized in few words,”
7 might
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might be more eafily reained ; dhd the great lengeh
of 'lgl?ln’s age faclittiited che prefervatio g;fe;t in chis
‘way. A revelatibh of the only Hope of man was
made to our firft parents imhediately afier the'fall, in
the faith of which the faints lived. 1t is'not necef~
fary we fhould know all the evidence “attending i
beirz banded down to pofterity: -I wdold Guly mike
one remark here, Viz. that thie hives of the fifthful, shd
the fivesand oppofition of the feed of: ilie- ferpenk
‘both, were at this time atd in all ages & cBifiriatio
of the divine teftimony, ind an cvid :
trotll.—We redd not of any writing till Moufex:
_Thei winatever bie wrote under infpiration; rEfpbQi

what had paffed before, or took place in hts own
timie, betame a ftandihg revelation for the Church
m all ages. Additions were made to the revelation
afterwards before their eyes, which when written, o=
~ latgéd the book called the fcriprures. Time after

time additions weig thade, till the whole ‘of the ol

teftarhent was completed, wliich was probably about
the imeof Ez®- > =~ -~~~ - "
~ Thefe Revelafiofis were made to God's chofth peb
ple and the oracles of God in' writing were Pﬁt‘iﬁ
their cuftody ; and “they were taughit to'tegard then}
alonc as the pure voic€of God. ° A depatture from

thisidea of them gave rife o - the Taldd; 2 rpll of

traditions, by which'they made the fcriptdres of né
cffe® ; as Jefus charg=4 them with doingand tcach-
ing for do&rines the commandments of men. The
Apoftlz Perer points te this, 2. Epis. 2, 1 and fhewd
that the fame thing fhould take place under the
Gofpel, which predi&ion has fince come to pafs.

Through the courfe of revelation the grand point
was from time to time more clearly revealed, till
the fulnefs of the time was come, and God fent forth
his Son made of a woman., The whole law was o
fchool mafter to Jead unto Chnift, the end of the law
for rightcoufnefs.

* The appearance of the Son of Ggd, was lj}_cc the
) ' ribing

!

1
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ph} of the fon; ﬂ’x;u%md o by bi bﬁ;rcmn
| ohn, by the min of Angels,
vondcrﬂll dun which took place at his birth m;z
Life, doGtrine, m.nclu, death and refurre@ion, were
a clear revelation to them who faw and heard ; and
when committed to writing by the Apoftles, became
cﬁmdmg revelation to his Chruch. Anduhtm
¢ communicated to the Apoftles, '3
tnd's by figrs, and miracles,
Ghelt, wzs a continuatioa ofthc
wnm-n were to be a comp
vhch began in the days of }d'un. Thc m
dndid not barcly profef 1o be God’s
as fome doat this day, but proved they wcrefoby
their miracles. They bad their credensials' to thew
it with the broad fcal of heaven affixed :e them.
Aad what thefe chofen witnefles teftified, finifhed
~ ghe whoie of God’s revelation to man, which clofes
with anawful threatening to any man that fhall add v,
_ort.'..." from the words OfG\xl, RC’. 22. 135 19.
The divine Record is then clofed, and as to any
acw revelations, dreams and . vifions, we may cry a-
vaunt! It becomes with {ull ofs o0 tura a deaf
gar to the noify multitude, crying lo bere and lo there,
knowing that God is as really fpeaking, as if he were
©on carth; and that itis at our peril to have any other
sefort. To take our idea of the fcripture _dodtrine

one from another, is no more than receivig the wit- -

nefs of man, but we are affured, that he who believ-
eth not God, bath made him a liar, becaufe ke be-
lieveth not the record which God gave of his fon, 1.
John 5. 10, the Apoftle fays, let God be true and
every man aliar; and again it is faid, curfed be the
man who trufteth in man,and blefled is the man whe
truiteth 10 the Lord.

- The Holy Gho& by the apofitle glves a folemn
caution, Heb. l; Sce that you refufe not him
who fpeaketh ; for if they cfcapcd not who refufed

him, WhO ipake on garth, much more fhall not we if
we
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we turn away from him who [peaketh from heaven,
Fearful will be the cenfequence of attending to the
words of man, inftead of the words of God.

I will conclude this letter with a paffage of Scrip-
ture, Heb. 10. 28, 31. He thatdefpiied Mofes’ law
died without mercy under two or three witnefles. Of
how much forer punithment fuppofec ye fhall he be
thought worthy who hath trodden under foot the Son
of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant
wherewith he was fanified an unholy thing, and

hath done defpite unto the fpirit of Grace. For we

know him that hath faid Vengeance belongeth unto
me, &c. Itis a feasful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.

1 am your affe@ionate father.

L=~~~

LETTER IV,

DEA.! Son,
THE invifibic things of God from the creation of
the world, are clearly feen, being underftood by the

things that are made, even his cternil power and God-

head. Confcience agrees with this teftimony of the
Apoftle. But while the works of creation enforce
the thought that there is dn eternal God, they give
ot the Jeaft information, how finful man thalj obraia
his favour. It is not in the power of humats reafon
to point this out. The reafonings of the world in
all ages, have not afforded the leaft {park of lightin
this matter. Their oppofition to cach other pro-
claims their blindnefs. _ The whole world is in total
darknefs in this matter, from the light of divine
revelation. It is not uncommon for thofe at the

greateft remove from light, to think themfelves moft

enlightened. Every age is ready to boaft of their

lightin Religion. Many have imagined, thatmen’s

light in religion has kept pace with their improve-

ment ia the Arts and Sciences ; and that chole ages

D - whettin
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" wherein thefe have flourithed moft, have had moft
xnowledge in religion. But there is no period of
human Hiftory which has had any light at all in Re-
ligicn, afide from Revelation. I will mention an
age which other ages have agreed to eftcem an en-
lighteaed axe of the world. It was the Age when
the Lord Jefus, and his Apeftles, werec on earth.
. Thea the Greeks were in high renowa for wifdom ;
then the Roman Empire having fubdued the world,
was in all its folendor, the Jews at the fame time
boa fted of high improvements in rchigion.

I wiil now inctoduce what the Holy Ghoft fays of
. it. See Ifaiah 60, 4. fpeaking >f the time when the
redeemer fhouid come to Zion, he fays: For be-
hold the darknefs fhall cover the eart:, and grofs
darknefs the people, but the Lord fhall ariie upon
'~ thee and his glory fhall be fech upon thee and Gen-
tiles fhall come to thy light, &c. See again Luke
~ 2.78, 79. The day fpring from on high hath vifi-
ed. us, to give light to them who fit in dark-
- nefs and the Skadow of Death, A&s. 26. 17. 18.
Deliwering thee from the people and the nations to
whom now I fend thee to open their eyes, and to
turn them from darknes to light and from the pow-
er of Satan to God, that they may receive forgive-
nefs of fins, &c. Wemay connelt with it If, 42, 6,
- 7.~ Ith¥ Lord have called thee, &c. and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the Peo-
ple, alight of the Gentiles to open the blind eyes,
to bring out the prifoners from che prifon, and them.
that fic in darknefs out of the prifon houle, &c.—
Thele may fuffice to point out the horrors of that
darknefs which then overfpread the world, amidft all
their boafted light. Itis pointed out as under the
dom:nion of the prince of darknefs, as in the fitua-
tion of priloners in 2 dark dungeon, and the expref-
fion fitting 1n the fhadaw of death is enough to make
one thudder. T

'To pals by other periods we may jufl notice that

the
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the prefent age is fuppofed to be very enlightened,
and perhaps men never boafted more of iheir im-
provements and light in religion. But let the end-
lefs diverfity of fentiments, with that profeffed cha-
rity for men of almoft any fentiment, and aoubtltfs
in cvery point of doftrine, fpeax for itfelf, hatlight
there is in the prefent age. I would only fay “that
the prefent time is doubtlefs inclofed withia that pe-
riod mentioned, Rev. 8, 13. Wo, w0, wo, to the
inhabiters of the earth, by reafon of thé other voices
of the trumpet of the three ‘Angels, whicli are yet to
found. Indeed the whole of that hiftory of thé
furcre, the buok of revelation:; points out the

earth 25 covered with dirkiiefs add full of the
habitations of cruelty. It'is true the fcriptures are .
ameng mén, but they cover that light from them-

felves, wrefting the fcriptures to their own deftruction,
They love darknefs rather than light. The Light
fhincth in darknef$) but the darknefs comprehendcth
it not.—The pléafing words with which -men have
amufed each other, arelike firen fongs to lull to fleep,

and fort:fy theirminds againft fear of that wrath which
they may, ic porfuing man down to thegrave, and

may well'lead to tremble with fearful apprehenfions
of what féllows after death. Did men {ée their real
fituation with regard to their maker, black defpair
muft cover the earth, afide from the knowledge of
him, who fays of himfelf,I am the light of the world.
T he holy fcriprures which teftify of him, diftufe light
adbroad, and contain glad tidings of great joy to_all

forts of people. Bleflcd are the people who know
the joyful {ound, and who while they have the hghe,

believe in the light, that they may be children of
dizhe,

T am your affeQicnate father, &c,

LETTER

- @ G — D e S, wo
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LETTERV.
Dzar 3ox,
 THE voice of God in the fcriptures, is the foua-
tain head of all information in religion. If our eyes
be torned off from them, to any reafonings of ous
own, or reafonings of others, they meet nothing but
darknefs. While God calls for the fole attention,
he points out the danger of its being turned off any
where elfe. 'He fays beware of men, and take heed
that noman deceive you. The caution it very par-
ticular, that there be no man in whofe favour you
are ftrongly prepofiefled, who fhould be fuffered ta
infinuate a thouplit différent from what God has re-
vealed. Qbedicace o this command implies a moft
firm 30d uathaken rcliance on the veice of God
slone— As the word of God._is the oaly light, fo that
alone binds the confcience. "So that the confcience
of cvery man living is fet at the inoft entire liberty,
from every other maan in ths world, and is fubjeQed
alone to that God with wkom ke has to do. Thofe
who in truth hold divine revelation carry thie
Motto, Let God be true and ¢very man aliar, They
contend for the truth of God at all rifques though
it thould lead to hold their moft darling friends Ni-
ars. This truth is called the faith once delivered
to the faints, for which Chriftians are exhorted.-car-
neftly to contend Jude 3, It was once delivered
while revelation was compleating, and when that
was fintthed, there is no more delivering of it, but
the word then delivered is to run through all the
Earth as the witnefs or record of God. Itis faid 3
John, §. 7, &c. That there are three which barere-
cord in heaven, which three are one, and this wit-
neft of God is faid to be greater than the witnefs of
men, and 10th verfc, He that believeth not Go:d
hath made him a liar, becaufe he believeth act the
record which God gave of his fon. Here is pointed
out ftrongly that God’s teftimony is more forceable,
and carries higher cvidence than man’s; and that
thofs
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thofe who do not believe upon his teftimeny, give
God the lie. It is only in holding things revealed
true upon God’s teftimony, that men hold God true ;
in holding them falfe, they hold God 2 lLar. Al
knowledge approved of in Scripture comes from God.
Itis faid, John 6. 46, 1t is written in the prophets
they fhall all be taught of God, every man thercfore
that hath heard and learned cf the father cometh un-
to me. So itis faid of the holy ghoft, he fhall brirg
all thing: to your remembrance, whatfoever I have
faid unta you. Itis by revelation that the father
teaches, and it is only truth of revelation which the
holy Ghoft brings to remembrance. -
We have the language of the new covenant, Heb.
8. 10, 11. I will put my laws into their mind, and
writc them in their hearts. And they fhall not teach
every man his neighbour and brother faying, know
the Lord, for all thall know me, &c. Here divine rev-
elation writtenin the mind by God himfelf is pointed
out as the only teacking, inftead of man’s teaching.
The Lord in oppofition to the Pharifeesin the 2 3d.
Mat. 8, g verfes fays, But be rot ye called Rabbi,
for oneis your mafter even Chrift, and all ye are
brethren. And call no man father on earth, for one
is yout father which is in heaven. The Difciples
cafting their eyes upon the world of Jews and Gea-
tiles, %aw men at that time as we may fee them now,
teaching and taught one of another, in religion (alide
from God’s teaching) and placing dependcace on one
another, as a child upona father or mafter. But the
Lord will not fuffer itto befoamong them. Therewas |
not a man on earth, whom they were to look uptoasa |
father and matter, either to teach or govern in religion.
While God alone was to be viewed as a father, and him-
felf as amafter, they were to think of each other merely
as brethren, And no man could be confidered cven
as a chriftian brother, only as he appeared fubje@ to
the fame father and maker alone, It is added nei-
ther be ye called mafters, &c, :ethv. How far
they
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they fhould be from exercifing authority over one
anmhcr we read, Mark 10, 42, 44. After fpcakmg
of the great ones among the Gentiles exercifii.g au-
thority upon them, he fa ys, fo fhall it notbe a.nnng
you. Whofoever of you will be chicfelt (hall be
the fervantofall.

The voice of Ged in the begmn*ng called out dif<
ciples, and fubjected them to him as a father, and to
Chrift as a matter, and the difcovery of thisTubjeluion
in each orher, brought them tocrcthcr as brethren,
fubje@ to one father and led t.bcm to the mutual of-
t:ccc of brotherly love, TlLus Churches were raifed

up, and kept toocthcr who are called Chiiit’s fheep,
and heard his voice, and followed him:. Nor are we
ailowed to think of Chrift’s difciples er churches be-
ing made in any othcr way.

.But pretended difciples are mﬂuenccd by the voice -
of man inftead of God’s voice. Though they may
profefs fome regard for God’s word, yet they take
their underftanding of Scripture from meny and not
from God alone, and the word of God is made of
none effe& through their tradition. ‘Worldly church-
¢s are brought together by human pcrfuaﬁon and el-
oquence, by the fathion of the country where the
live, by worldly allurements, and in fome cafes by
human authority and worldly force; and by the
fame means are they kent together. And it is far
from their thought that churches can be formed, and
keld together by the power of the divine word, afide
from human aid.  Yet that muft hold true {poken,
Zech. 4, 6. Not by might, nor by power, but by
my fpirit, faith the Lord of hofts. And we are not
allowed to fpeak of any {pirit but what fpeaks in the
fcriptures. For the Lord fays of the Holy Ghott
he fhall not fpeak of himf{elf—he fhall take of mine
and fhew iz unte vou—and whatfoever he hears that
fhall he fpe.xl-.—-and the things which Jefus{}..xs he
brings to remembrance, His agency appears 0 be
entircly in and about the fcriptures,  The words of

revelation
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revelation then they are foirit and they are life agree.
able to John 6. 6, 3.—Theefiect of God’s teaching
in revelution at firfll was to make the difciples of cne
heart and one foul. The efie® of man’s teaching
appears, in the diverfity of opinions at this day, and
t the language being divided, and confounded, as
in thebuilding of Babel. The mifchiefs which have
followed man’s ufurping the place of God in teach-
ing and exercifing authority, are manifeft every
where, not merely in the mother of Harloss but in
her numerous train of proftitute daughters. Human
teaching has led mankind to affociate together in va-
rious {efts, holding dottrines and ways of their own.
Each of their fe@s hath looked for heads, leaders
and teachers, in religicn, as in the common arts or
profeilions in life ; and kave trained up youths'to a
more thorough knowledge of their plan of religion,
that they may become teachers, and leadcrs to in-
ftru&t others, and defend their faith whatever thae
faich happens to _be. And here is fuppofed to be
the fountain head of information ; and here it i
judged proper to refort for iaftruction, as we refort to
men trained up to any art or fcience, to get infoerma-
ticn about it. It is true this 18 not the only retort
for inftruftion, for it is common for every man to
teach his neighbour and in his turn to be taught by
kim. In gencral thereis nodependance on any thing
elfe but human teaching in religion, for though fome
individuals profeffedly refort to the fcriptures, vee
it appears that they will have no weight with them
againft the peremptory ailertion of a darling teach-
er, in whom the higheft confidence is placed._

It is not denied that human teaching has in the
concerns of this world contributed greatly to the
ftock of knowledge. This is manifet in the mecha-
nical arts, in navigation, commerce, hufbaadry, &e,
So excrcifing human authority has had a {slutary ef-
fc& in the {ocieties of this world, fecuring Iife and
vroperty and prometing order.  Butin the conccfgns

1511
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of that life beyond the grave, they both have had
an oppofire cffet.

In the early days of chritianity, it was agreeable
to the natural bias of man’s heart, (even as it is now)
to thirit for fome teaching befide God’s, and differ-
cn: fron his, and fo they heaped to themfelves teach-
ors, having itching ears who turned them from - the
truth to fables. In like manner they were impatient
of being under the entire controul of ‘God in his
word, and were defirous that man thould fhare the
suthority with him, and their confciences became
fubje@ed to humaa authority. They allowed their
hithops the authority of a fathefl; and tzey were t:‘ac:lx
called Papa, or Pope, in exprefs oppofition to thofe
words call no ma‘:ip?ather on eartbi.)o Though the
name was confined afterwards to the Bifthop of Rome
as the general father, yet all the reft were ftill ac-
coynted as having the authority of fubordinate fa-
tiers. -

The Proteftants as the name degotes, have pro-
telted againft fome of the enormities of the Church
of Romne ; ftill'in general they are fond that man’s
teaching, thould take the place of God’s teaching by
bis word, and man’s rule and authority, fhould take
the place of his entire fway. Indeed their not allow-
ing him t {peak in his word fo that he can be well un-
der{tood by menof ordinary capacity, atoncerobs him
of his prerogative of teaching & ruling both,for no one
can cither teach or rule if his words are unintelligible.

Men flattered themfelves no doubt when they
were departing from the authority of God, in his
word that they were aiding his caufe and advancing
his xingdom. A grand kingdom has been built up
it is true under the chriftian name as is manifeft in
the Church of Rome, and other national eftaolifh-
ments.  Grand temples have been ere@ed, pom-
pous lervices introduced, which in fplendor might
v.e¢ with the ancient pagan temples and fervices, in

whofe placethey came,  Thefe have drawn admira-
> rion
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itd on earth, but none from him who fled; when rhev
would once Have takent kimi by force, i:i»r.dﬂnn’!
tking. When the Sapreme God looe,™ Jow = St
the lvhght of his fan&usry, and from: f:tgf':h heholds
the earth, it is sot‘to take pleafurs 3% 2.y pompous
pandeofdkli és,-but it is to har .\te:mw
&F the prifoner and 16 loofe thofe: who arc
to death; tb declitie his name in Zion, fcc. Pfaim 104:
9, 90. M eyt is taratd froin thefe; and hid ears
dre open ti & poor wrétch though iaa dungeon; wha
de?R ot life ap bis eyes; but fmites uponhis bieal
etving, God be merciful td mes finaci. - And wherd
#wo or thiree fuch are gmhcnd‘lug«hd in lnz zmnc;

there he is in the mid@t of drem:
lmywﬁc&omfacbg,&cg R
T Geese -
‘ | L E T T E R Vlz - .
bu.i Son; .

ONE confirtiation of ithe dmnatmthof the hdy
Séhpturcs, is, that-inconteftible fa@sforcibly fer fortht
the fame teftimony with the Scriptures; in.many ia-
ftances while-men pra&i.cally deny both. [ fhall on<
ly inftance the teflir 0.y of bodh itipture and f2&;
as td the wildom of this world inmattets of rc!mron,
which mankind are beént to make- high account of;
éamft their joint evidence of its. ednity.  See ¥

or. 1. 19, =2, Jtis written 1 wiltdéftroy the wile
dom of the wife; and brirgto ngthing the under-
&andmg of the prudent, W here is the wife ? Where
is the feribe ? Where is the difputer of this world ?
Hath not God made foolith the mtdom of this world §
For aftcr that in thé-wildom &f God; the werld by
wifdom knéw rot God, it pleafed God by the fdol-
ithnefs of preaching, to f.we them who beli¢ve; vet.
27. God hath-¢chofén the foolith things of the world
to confound the wife. 3 chap. 19, 20. The wifdomi
of this wodd is focl:gnefs with God, for itis writtcr

he
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he takéth the wife in their own craftinefs ; and aguin,
the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wife, that they.
are vain, 182. ]f any man among you feemeth to-
be wife, Jet im become a fool that he may be wife,
;I‘fl;e words need nc; comment. Wecannot conceive

anguage more forceably pouring contempt upon
ali that wifdom fo highly e&e«nedngmong mea, -
- This teflimony of.the Haly Ghofs concerning the

- wifdom of this world, was ftrikiagly illuftrated by

falls, in-the Apoftle’sday ; and ic v not lefs fe inths
prefeat dev.  The more a perfon is informed of the
feveral religious opinidns that have been, or are now

~ 1n the world, the more full will be his evidence of
. this truth. Theé vaft varicty of fe@s and plans of

-

-

religion in the world, which are oppofite to each o-
ther, have been the produ@ of man’s wifdom ; fot
in the firlt place they originated from wife men, who
invented and fet themy _af%o;, for if cxh {c& was tra-
ced to its beginning, it would appear that its foun-

- dtr was 3 wife-man of more than ordigary capacity.
 §econdly, wife men have been feletted, as teachers,
- champions, and deienders of them from age toage ;

and though there may be a difference as to their
wifdom, yet the ftrefs of their defence has been upon
men that were the moft wife. Thirdly, they have
moftly been under the patronage of civil rulers, who
are allowed in general to be cf the wifcft of the peo-
ple; and thefe have exerted their power, in connet-
t1on with the religtous teachers, to build up the reli-
gion that is in fafhion, among their fubjets, what-
ever it may be. In this way, moft, if not all thefects
in religion, have been reared up and fupported, con-
fronting each other, Thus human wifdom appears
in the whcle affair, and as it were ftands proclaiming
1ts own folly, inconfiftency, and contradiction.
Should one apply to the wifeft man in France, or
China, or any other country, for information about
religion ; each of them might appear to aniwer wife-

- ly; but noone afide from revelation could produce

more
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more than a mere conjeture, couched in wifdom of
words, and probably their anfwers would be all con- -
tradi®ory.

Human wifdom by caoking the fcriptures formen's
palates, hath not only raifed up a multitude of felts,
called chnftian, but alfo hath led them mutually to
efteem each other for wifdown, and piety ; while hol-
ding do&rines and praQices oppofite to each other,
They care not what repuration the truth of God has,
and it will be fuffered tofall in the ftreet, provided
they extral to themfelves a name for wifdom and
picty, with an cafy living. Here indigration might
rife, but God fays vengeance is mine ! We may be
fure that truth will prevail, and all its purpofes will
be fulfilled. To fome it will be the favour «of life
unto life, and to others, of death untodeath. Hap-
py they who are made ers of its affliions ac-
cording to the power ot God, who calls them with an
holy calling, according to his own purpofe aad grace,
given them in Chrifl Jefus, before the world begag.

I am your affeionate father, &c. |

VDD GO

LETTER VI
Dzar Son, , | |

WE may now tuzn our attention to the fcriptures
as the anly fafe guide in religion, and altogether fuf-
ficient for the grand purpofe of .man’s falvation,
Simon Peter upon a particular occafion fays, Lord .
to whom fhall we go, thou haft the words of eternal .
life. ‘The words of Jelus in the fcriptures are the
words of cternal life. Fow they are fo appears
Alls 11. 14. Who fhall tell the words whereby
thou and all thy houfe fhall be faved. It is faid, the
excellency of knowledge is, that wifdom giveth life |
to them that haveit. Eccles, 7. 11. It 1s exprefs-
Jy declared to be life eternal to know the only true

tsod and Jetus Chrift whom he has fent, John 17.
This
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T his knowledge is conveved only through the ferip.
tures. Jefus alio pravs, fanttify them thrcugh thy
truth, thy word is iruth. We are tcld, Plalm 12.
§. The words cf the Lord zre pure words as filvey
gried in a furrace, punified feventimes.  The Pfalm-
it’s 1gth Pfalm, after pointing to the heavens s de-
clarins the glory of Gud, and fetting befure us his
handy work, 8&c. in the 7¢h verfe, and on, fhews
the far fupesiour hight of reveiation as perfe@; con-
yerting the foul, making wife the imple, enlighten-
ing the cyes, rejpicing the heayt, &c. and then ipeaks
of it as more to be defired than fine gold, and fweet-
zr than the honey-conib. Upon a certain wonnn’y
crving out, blefled is the woinb that bare thee, &c.
jefus replies, yeéarather blefled are they that hear the
word of God and keep 1t, Luke 11. 28, Herather fixes
the biedcdnefs here, than upon even being tl:¢ parent
of the fun of God. The fisft of his parables, that
o the fower which 1s recorded by three evangehifty
and clofes with this cry, he thar hath ears to hear
et him hear, points outthat as the harveft ongi-
ries from the feed caft into the ground fo Lis own
Fervelr which was to be gathered in at laft, would
ESENY 3:\;53:@(6 from that f(’t’d the - word Of Gcd. So
s whatever is great, gcod, or defirable in his king-
cure rifes from taat feed the word of God.  He how-
=v. 1 fhews that where 1t is not vaderftood, 15 catgch-
ed away by Satin, or is choaked with caies, the feed
is made of ncne effc&.  Itis faid jam. 1.18, of his
own will begat he us with the werd of tuth, &c and
2. 33. Whercforelay apare ail filthinefs, &c. and
receive with meekneis the encrafted word which is
altle tofave your fouls, It is weil known that g
crift inferted 1n a thorn bufh will bear fruit parta-
ﬁiﬁgof 1ts own nature, and not that of th&thern s
So the woird of God ergrafted, bears fivit as it is
faid, Coledil 1. 6. That the werd of ithe truth of
the Gofpel bringeth fer:h froit,  They are faid to
be begoticn by 15, and it s expredsiy faid to be ;:l le 1O
ive
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fave the foul.—The Apoftle Perer fpeaks of the
faints as teing bora again of incorrupuible feed by
the werd of Ged which liveth and abideth forever.
He then fpeaks of all fiefh as grafs, and all the glory
of man as the flower of grafs, but the word of the
Lord &ndurcth forever, and this is the word which by
the Gofpel is preached unto you while all fiefh turng
to corraption, and all their glory withers, the word of
the Gofpel is held forth for dying man to confide ing.
as everliving, and able to give him life, though he
finds his flcth and his heart are faling. How excel-
lent this word ! - . |
The Apoftle fays of Timothy, that fram 3 child,
be had krown the holy fcriptures which are ablc ta
make wifc to falvation, and then adds, all fcripture
is given by infpiration of God, and is profitabie fog
do&rine, for repraof, for correttion, for .nftru@ion
in righteouinefs ; thatthe man of God may be perfc&,
thoroughly furnifhed unto all good works, 2 Tim,
3. 15, 17. At parting with the elders at Ephefug |
he fays, Ats 20. 32. Aad now brethren I come
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace,
which is able to build-you up and give you an inhe~
ritance among all them who are fantified, &c. We
may aotice three expreflions quoied above, James
fays it is able to fave the' foul. The paflage from
iimothy fays, it is able to make wife to falvauon,
this laft quoted fays, it is able to build up and give
the inhefitance, &c, They are full to one purpofe. |
And the Apoftle commends his brethren only to God
and this word as all-fufhicient. There had been na 5
fafety in commending to any man, however eminent, !
or to his own ftrength, ar any thing under the fun but |
the word of God’s grace. . '
It is faid, Deut. 8. 3. And he humbled thee, |
&c. that he might make thee know that man doth l
not live by bread alone, but by every werd that pro- !
ceedeth oyt of the mouth of the Lord, doth man |
live, Jefusin seply to the tempter quotes thefe!
words, |
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* which it is fent forth, it effe&@s all that
~ ed that it thould on the earth.
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words, Mat. 4. ¢.. Theend of Ifracl’s fevere trials,
was to bring to this point of knowiedge, that God’s
word was their life, and as man’s natural life muft
fail without fultenance, fo his life beyond tie grave
muft fail but for the word of God. Agreeably we
yead the jult or juftified fhall live by faith or through-
ghe truth believed. The grandeur of the fubdject
fcems toforbid defcending to any particular notice of
the length men haye run in vilifying this word, wiich
one would thiok fcarcely poffible had he not daily
evidence fet before him. |

One text more may be noticed, If. §5. 10, 171,
$2. For as the rain cometh down and the foow from
heaven, and returneth not thither again but watereth
ghe earth and maketh it bring forth and bud, thatit
may give feedto the fower and bread to the eater, fo
fhall my word be which goeth out of my mouth, it
fhall act return to me void, but it fhall accomplifh
that which 1 pleafe, and it fhall profper in the thin

. whereto I fent it. Here we are reminded whofe

mouth it proceeds from to infpire with awe : ic ig

. cloathed with the authority of him who fpeaks. A-
s *gain ic is like the rain, which fails not to clothe the.
- earth with verdure, and furnifh fuftenance for man
i -and beaft, miniftering life and vigour. All the ver-
. dure, life, 2ad vigour of Chrift's kingdem arifes from

the word of his mouth. And this word doth not re-.
turn to him void, like a meflenger unable to perform
his errand ; but fully gccompiifhes the purpofe for

EQd dcﬁgnv

The word from the fame mouth at firft faid, let

. their be light, and failed not of producing it. ‘It

faid alfo, let the earth bring forth grafs, and herb,
yielding feed and the fruic tree yielding fruit, whofe

- feed is 1n itfelf, afeer his kind, and its force continues
- in vegetation from year to year ; asalfo the fojfrce of
- that word be fruitful and multiply and replenith the
- earth, continues renewing the face of the carth, though

ong
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one¢ generation paffeth away, after another,. So
his word in the fcriptures hath had, and &till wili have
its full effe@, in gathering in all his chofen people,
that not one be loft. And though an spoitle may
be bound, yet the word of God is not bound. Yes
thofe things which dppeat like checking its progrefs,
often turn out to the furtherance of it. It hath its

free courfe, and makes its way through gates of
brafs, and bars of iron. . Without human aid it will

triumph over all the force of men and the powers of

hell. -
Its cfieéts are not fplendid i this world, in the
eves of thofe who like the Jews, are thinking
of a temporal kingdom for the Meffish. The king-
dom formed by it, cometh not with obfervation. A
bruifed reed and the fmoking flax are fit emblems
of it. But hereafter it will appear conformable to
him, who though ouce crucified in weaknefs fhall
appear in his glory as the only potentate, the King
of Kings and Lord of Lords. Faint muft be our
conception of the fplendor of his kingdom at that
day, when thofe whom he calls his facep, who heat
his voice, and follow him, in fufferings ; are all gae
thered together in one general affembly, to fhare in
his glory, and thall appedr as one granc royal family,
crowned with glory and hondr and immortaliry.
Then the iffue of hearing God’s voice in the fcrip~
tures will be ftrikingly manifeft, while this world s
fmoaking in ruins. |
I am your affetionate father, &ec.

LFTTER
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LETTER VIIL
Dear Sov, :
SUNDRY ftriking paffages of Scripture upoti thé
éncrgy of God’s word vere omitted in my laft, which
1 will mention in this, and firi’h with fome remarks
upon the reitance the truth has met with in the
world.—It is fad, Jer. 23.29. Is not my word
like as a fire, faith the Lord ? and like a2 hammer
that breaketh the rack in pieces 2 Heb. 4. 12. For
the word of God is quick (or living) and powerful
and fharper than any two-edged fword, piegcing even
to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and of thé

joints and marrow, and is a difceraer of the thoughts

and intents of the heari. 1t is faid of numbers who
veceived it that they were pricked in their heart,
While it gives a deadly fab, it conveys a falutary
balfam. While it demolithes the hopes of maa, it
prefents d grand reafon of hope through the bluod
of Jefus.—~Its force as the grand weapon of tie
Apoftle is exprefled, 2 Cor. 10. 4. For the wea-
poas of our warfare are not carn il but mighty throv sh
God; to the pulling down ‘trong holds, caft.-g
down reafonings and every bich thing which ¢xa.-
teth itfelf 2gainft the knowlidge of God, brirzing
into captivity eveiy though: to the obedience of
Chrift.—This brings to mini theidea of a ftrong
fortrefs demolithed by powerful ardillery. Mighty
were the effe@s of God’s word in the Apofile’s days.
It came not in word only butia power and in the
holy ghoft, and in much affurance. It wrought effec<
tually in them. Tiey turned from idolsto God, to
ferve the living God aad viatt for s fon from hea-
ven, 1 Tasf. 1. 9, 10. The courfe of the whole
eovld of witnclfies mentcred Heb. 11th chap. and the
couvric of their foiiowers uader the new teftamene
was oppalite 10 the couslcof this world and 1o the
bias of their uwn hearts. Thev were influenced by
the waud of God an fomething fupernatural appears
in thair caurfe ail eoe vav, asif a ftream fhould wure
about and run towards its fource, The
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The two witneffes which prophecy 260" days,
cloathed in fackcloth, called the two olive cfees, and
the two candlefticks ftanding before the Géd of the
whole earth appear to be the old and new tiftanient,
and it is faid if any man hurt them, fire procecdéch
out of their mouth and deveureth"their etiemiies, and
they have power o fhut heaven, that it.rain not 1n
the days of their prophecy to turn water to blood and
to fmite the earth with plagues as often as they will,
as God’s word of old did by Mofes, fee Rev. 11 3,
7. The fulfilment of their prophecy particulatly uri-
der the fever crumpets and feven vials is {miting the

earth with plagues, and in the juft judgment of God .

falls on thofe who received not the love of the truhi
Their fhutting heaven thatit rain notin the days of
their prophecy appears to poiat to the fame thing
mentioned Rev. 9. 1, under the fimilitude of holding’
the four winds of the earth, the confequence cf whicii
is dearth and deftru&ion. As to fire proceeding
out of their mouth and devouring their enemties, i€
Jeads us tothink of the laft eff=& of the fcripeures up-
on thofe who abufe them, and reminds of what Jefus
fays, John 12. 18. He that rejeteth me and re-
ceiveth not my words hath one that judgeth hin; the
word that I have fpoken, the fame fhall judge him at

wne laft day. Here we fee the power ot the fupreme
judge as it were attributed to the word of God in the

laft awful decifion. ‘Then their threatninds will burft
forth like fire which had been long concealed, vom-
ited from their mouth, and it will appear that heaven
and earth fhall fooner pafs away than one jotor tittle
of them fhall fail.«~-The coneluficn of the whole

book of revelation points our the curfes of the man

that thall dare to 2dd to or take from the words of

God, Rev. 22. 18, 19,

It is faid, Plalm 138. 2. Thou haft magaified
thy word above all thy name. Tne voice of the

Lord is indeed rcowerfyl and full of majsfty. His

word called wp the heavens and carth inte exilteace,

Heb.
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Heb, 11. 3. And the ‘heavens and earth which

¢ now by the fame word are kept in ftore referved
unto.fire, ¢ Pet. 3.7. And the hour is coming
whcn all that are in their graves fhall near his voice
snd come forth to the refurreion of life, or refur-
re&ion of damnation. John §. 28, 29. —God’s voice
in the fcriptures is from the fame mouth, and deems
1t no ufurpation to be counted equal thb that voice
which raifes the dead.

.The ftate of mankind as to_believing this ‘\oly
word,-is not unlike that of the Jews, who under clear
evidence came round Jefus faying, how long doft
thou make us to doubt, if thou be the Chrift tell uy

lainly.

P Howcver light the fcripture is accounted among
fnen, yet Jefus Chrft is faid to tremble at this word.

For thus fpeaks he whofe throne is the heaven, If,
66. 2. To this man will I look to him who is poor
and of “a contrite fpirit, and trembleth at my werd.*
And as to thofe who tremble at the fame word in
conformny to him itis faid, gth. verfe, Hear the
word of thie Lord ve that #remélz at bis word, your
brethren who hated you and caft you cut for my
names fake faid, let the Lord be glornﬁed but he
fhall appear to your joy and they thall be athamed.

Jefus declares, Mark 8. 38, that whoever is athamed
of his words, of him he will be athamed when he
comes in I&s glory. The Saints in every age, afraid
of their own lufts under the {pecious fhew of reafon,
have thought themfelves bound to belicve what they
are told by God, and to do as they are bidden by
him, wuthout ad(‘mg or diminifhing, avoiding vaia
reafonings. They have been from age to age in the
yudft of an adulterous generation, who under a boaft
of reafon have alway€ refifted the truth. And no
doubt but that a boat of reafon hath run through

the

. Téi pﬁgc mafl be umderfleod 10 rifer to Jofss Chrifl in whem
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thewhole refiftance it hath met with from infidels and
corrupters of the truth, whether we thinkof Pharaoh,
Korah and company, the Ifraclites propofing a caps
tain to lead back to Egypt, or oppoled to the report
of the fpies, or the whole refiftance in the wllderne&
and Canaan,by men of their own body 8f nations round
them. No_doubt but that the Jews boafted of réa-
fon in all their perverfe cavils againft Jefus, under
the light of ftriking miracles, and in pattfag himi to
death. The fame is true as to men’ ’s condu&t to-
wards the Apoftles. The fame is true as to the
church- of Rome profefling to hold the word of God
facred, and yet making it of no effe&t through thejr
traditions (s the Jews had done before) in whom
was found the blood of many who were flain for the
tword of God. So at this day while multitudes pro-
fefs to "hold-the fenptures to be the word of God,
they openly deny its plaineft truths, even that Jcﬁn ’
Chrift is the fon of God—that thcnc is falvation in no |
other—and that he who believeth not fhall be damned,
contrary to plain affertions of the holy Ghott. The
boaftzd light of reafon has been the di&tates of their
own luﬂs, and not the light of their confcience. As-
to fuch unhappy men, the Apoftle fays, 2 Cor. 4. 3,
4. Butif our gofpcl be hid, it is'Hid to them who
are loft. In whom the God of this world hath blind-
ed the minds- of them who believe nat, left the light
of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is tfe image of
Ged, fhould fhine uata them. They ftumble at the
ﬂumblmo ftone laid in Zion. They ftumble at the
word, bcmg difobedient, whereunto alfo they are ap-
pomttdi Pet. 2. 8. The fearful lengths men have gone,
are a fulfilment of feveral prophecies, particularly 2.
Thefs. 2 chap. which foretels the rife of fai% chrifti- |
anity under the energy of Satan, and that for this
caufe God fhail fend them ftrong delufions that they
fhould believe a lie, that they all might be damned |
who believed not the truth, but had pleafure :o Ln-f
righteoufnels, fee 2. 11, 12 v. Hereis alfo m;nnon;
at
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that this sab of Gn: fhould b deftroyed Uy the
Brightnels of hiscoming. - Andfrom prophetic com-
putation it appears, that the time of the fecand vifie
of Jefus is not far diltant, whea we are affured it fhail
be as it was in the days of Noah and in the days of
Lot. It becomes thofe whe have an ear to hear him

 faying, behold I come asa thicf, and to bear in mind

that exhortation, Heb. 2. 1, §. Thergfore we oughe
o give the more carneft heed to the things we have
heard left at any time we let them flip. Forif the
word fpoken by Angels was Rtedfaft, and every tranf-

. ﬁ){cﬂion received a jult recompence of reward. How

fhall we efcapeif we negle& fo great falvation, which
at the firft began to be fpoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by them whe heard him ; God alfo
bearing witnefs both with figns and wonders, and
with divers miracles and gifts of the holy Ghott ac-
eording to his own will,

1 am your’s afe&tionately, &c.

ISIGICICRONQS

FINIS.

B

The Reader will pleafe to corre8 the following Er-
' \ ~tors of Pref. ,

. 'Page 12.=~18th Line, for peri/b read parfiff.
‘v [3o==7th Line, for Jofab read Fonab.
e 34.==18 Live, read /2 was wihered.

~me 2§.~=7th Line from, Bottom, for ess irom read efide from,

wts 27§ th Liive, for deabilefs resd deubt,

— 3t.=14th Line, read cach of thefe. -

e 36,0 6th Live from Bottom, for inwersad cead infertpd.
.o 38, =33 from Bottom, for foarce-roed force.

e 4Qe=—7:b Liae, f0r cendd tead claad,
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