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JAY TO REV. UZAL OGDEMN. 203

of any of them, we shall, with the Divine blessing,
secure peace, union, and respectability.”
With sentiments of esteem and regard, I have the
honour to be, sir,
Your most obedient and humble servant,
JouN Jav.

JAY TO REV. UZAL OGDEN.,

NEwW YORK, 14th Feb , 1790,
DEAR SIr: + Faary, 179

I am much obliged to you for the books you have
been so kind as to send me, and which, with your
friendly letter of the 11th instant, were delivered to me
yesterday. Except while at church I have employed
this day in reading the first and part of the second
volume, and cxpect to finish the perusal of the re-
mainder next Sunday. 1 have long been of opinion
that the evidence of the truth of Christianity requires
only to be carefully examined to produce conviction
in candid minds, and I think they who undertake that
task will derive advantages from your enumeration of
many interesting facts, your remarks on various heads
and topics, and from your references to numerous
authors proper to be consulted, and some of whom
are but hittle known.

As to “ The Age of Reason,” it never appeared to
me to have been written from a disinterested love of
truth or of mankind, nor am I persuaded that either
of those motives induced certain characters to take
such singular pains to distribute and give it reputation
and currency in this country. Religion, morality, and
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a virtuous and enlightened clergy will always be im-
pediments to the progress and success of certain
systems and designs, and therefore will not cease to
expericnce both direct and indirect hostilities from
those who .neditate or embark in them.

With the best wishes for your health and happiness,
I am, dear str,

Your most obedient and humble servant,
Joun Jav.

JAY TO JUDGE LOWELL.

New Yorx, zgth February, 17g6.
DEAR SIR: ? 7%

[ have been favoured with yours of the 15th inst. by
Mr, Parkman ; am much pleased with him and his
fellow-traveller, Mr. Cooledge. Their representation
of the state of things in Massachusetts corresponds
with the hints on that head suggested in your letter.
There is too much intelligence in the Northern States
to admit of their being greatly and long deceived and
misled; and I hope the same remark will in time be-
come equally applicable to all the others. Consider-
ing the nature of our governments, a succession of
demagogues must be expected; and the strenuous
efforts of the wise and virtuous will not cease to be
necessary to frustrate their artifices and designs. They
wiil always be hostile to merit, because merit wili
always stand in their way ; and being actuated by envy,
ambition, or avarice, and not unfrequently by them all,

will be Jiligently at work, while better men will take
their rest.



