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ADVERTISEMENT.

ot

LT is of mo consequence, gentle reader,
10 you, any more than it is to Dr. Smith,
‘that you should know the name of the person
who now addresseth you. Your mind cannot
 be biassed either way by that of which you
remain ignorant. The remarks in the fol-
fowing pages are not therefore true, or false,
because | made them ; but | made them
because I thought them to be true. Read,
eonsider, and determine for yourself. If you
find no satisfaction, throw the book into the
fire ; regret (but with moderation, as be-
cometh a philosopher ) the loss of your six-
pence * ; and take care not to lose another in
the same manner. If, on the contrary, you
thould find satisfaction “and, it is humbly

doped, you will find a great deal ) neglect not

* The price of the firlt edition.
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v ADVERTISEMENT.

]

, {0 communicate to others, what has thus becu
| communicated to you.  Speak handsomely of
" me, wherever you go, and introduce me to

, . your kinsfolk and acquaintance. The enemies
“of Religion are awake ; let not ber friends
sleep.

[ intended a much longer work ; but, like
toe learned editor of Mr. Hume’s Life, am
necessitated to ¢ grati ﬂ,’f with ail possible
éxpedition, ¢ the impatience of the public
“ curiosity ;° so eager is it to hear whaut
they who beliéve in Gob, can possibly bz
10 say for themselves.  And if this will do
the business, why should you be troubled <with
more? Iam far from agrecing with Mr.
Voltaire in all bis observations.  But there
is one in which it is impossible to disagrec
with bim. ¢ I bawve said, and 1 abide by it,’
cries the little hero, ¢ that the fault of most
““ books 15, their being too large””  On
reviewing what I bave written, I really
cainot see there is cccasion to add anotlicr
sentence. |

Had ['not chosen, for reasens best knz o
1o myself, thus to mm(e My appearance INCHz.



ADVERTISEMENT, v

I would certainly have sate for my picture,
and have tried to cast a look at my title page,
as lively and good bumored as that of Mr.
Hume bimself. My bookseller, indeed. tuid
me, it would have been a much more credit-
able way of doing the thing ; *“ and then,
““ you know, sir,” said he, ¢ we could have
““ charged the other sixpence.”

¢ 3



N. B. The Author of this little Tract was
GEORGJ. HORNE, D. D.
Late Lord Bishop of Norwich,



A Letter, &e.

SiR,

YO U have been lately emploved
in cmbalmmg a ,)hlloluphcx ; s body
I believe 1 muft fay; for con erninn w.e
other part of kim, neiher you vor he
feem to have entertained ar idea, flecying
or waking: elfe, it turcly might Live
claimed a lictle of your care acd artenuen;
and onc would thitk thc beict of the
foul’s exiftence and immortality could do
no harm. if it did no goud, in a theory of
moral fentiments: bur cvery gentleman
underflands his own bufinefs beft. |

Will you do an unknown correfpondetit
the honor, fir, to accept a fow plain re.
“marks in a free and cafy way, upon the
curious Letter to Mr. Strahan, in which
this ever-memorable operation ut cibalm-

a 4



| 8 A Letter to Dr. Smith.

ing is performed ¢ Our Philofopher’s ac-
count of his own life will likewife be
confidered as we go along.

T'ruft me, good Do&or, 1 am no bigot,
enthufiaft, or enemy to human learning—
Et ego in Arcadid—I have made many a
hearty meal in private, upon Cicero and
Virgil, as well as (v.r. Hume®, Few
perfons (though perhdps as Mr. Hume
fays, upon a like occafion, ¢ 1 ought not
¢ to judge on that fubje®”) have a
quickerrelifh for the produ&uonsofgcmus,
and the beauties of compofition. It js
therefore as little in my intention as 1t 1s
in my power, to prejudice the literary
chara&er of your friend: from fome of
his writings I have received great pleafure,
and huave ever elteemed hi- Hiftory of Eng-
land to have been a noble effort of matter
and motion. But when a man takes it
into his head to do mifchief, you muft be
ienfible, fir, the public has always reafon
to lament his being a clever fellow.

* Life, p- 5.



A Lciter io Dr. Smith. g

I hope it will - ot be dcemed vamity in
me likewifc to fay, that I have mn my
compofition a large proportion of that
which our inimitable Shakefpeare ftyles
the milk of human kindrcss.

I never knew what envy or hatred was,
and am ready at all umes to praife, where-
ever | can do it in honor and confcience.
David, 1 doubt not, was, as you affirm, a
focial agrecable perfon, of a convivial turn,
told a good ftory, and pla)cd well at his
favorite game of whift*. 1 know not that
Io in the Painter did thc fame : but there
1s no abfurdity in the fuppofition. 1f he
did not, he might have donc it—Dodtor,
be not offended, I mean no harm. 1 would
only infer thus much, that I could not, on
that account, bring myfelf abfolutcly to
approve his odd tancy ot firing all the
dock yards in the kingdem.

Concerning the philosopbical opinisns of
~ Mr. Hume you obfervet, that ¢* men will
““no doubt, judge varioufly.” They

% Life, &c. p. 43 1 Li%, &c p. 50
a5



10 A Letter to Dr. Smith.

- are certainly at liberty {fo to do, becaufe
the author himfelf did the fame. Some-
times, to be fure, he efteemed them in-
genious, deep, fubtile, elegant, and cal-
culated to diffufe his literary fame to the
ends of the world. But at other tines
he judged very differently—very much
{fo indeed. ¢¢ I dine,” fays he, “ 1 play
‘¢ a game at backgammon, [ converfe and
“ am merry with my friends ; and when,
¢ after three or four hours amufement, 1
“ would return to thefe {peculations, they
““ appear fo cold, fo strained, and lo
¢ ridiculous, that I cannot find in my heart
‘“ to enter into them any farther*.”
Now fir, if you will only give me leave
to judge before dinner of Mr. Hume’s
‘philofophy as he judged of it after dinner,
we fhall have no farther difpute upon
that fubjeét. I could indeed with, if it
were poflible, to have a {cheme of thought

* Treatise of Human Natare. 1. 467. In the
Poftfcript 1o this Letter, a vicw will be exhibited
of the Humian fyltem, taken exaétly as it appc;{red
to its auther at ﬁx o’clock in the eveningy -~ -



A Letter to Dr. Smith. 1

which would bear contemplating at any
time of the day; becaufe, otherwife, a
perfon mutt be at the expence of maintain-
ing a brace of thefe metaphyfical Hobky-
Horfes, one to mount in the morning,
and the other in the afternoon.

After all, fir, friend as I am to freedom
of opinion, (and no one living can be more
fo) [ am rather forry, methinks, that men
fhould judge {o variousty of Mr. Hume’s
philofophical fpeculations; for fince the
defign of them is to banith out of the world
every idea of truth and comfort, falvation
and immortality, a future {tate, and the
providence, and even gxiftence of God,
it feems a pity that we cannot be all of a
mind about them; though we might have
formerly liked to hear the Author crack
a joke over a bottle in his Jife time. And
I could have been well pleafed to have
been informed by you, fir, that before his
death he had ceafed to number among his
happy eftufions, traéts of this kind and
tendency—For-—{let me come a litde
clofer to you Doétor, if you pleafe, upos

| ab



12 -A Letter to Dr. Smith.

this fubje&t—don’t be under any appre-
henfions, my name does not begin with a
B—) Are you fure, and can you make
v¢ fure, that there really exift no fuch
" things as a Gop, and a future ftate of
rewards and punithments? If {o, all is well.
Let us then in our laft hours read Lucian,
and play at whift, and droll upon Charon
and his boat *; let us die as foolith and
infenfible, as much like our brethren
philofophers, the calves of the field and
the afles of the defert, as we can for the
life ot us. But, of such things Br—as they
moft certainly ArE—is it right T in you, fir,
ta hold up to our view, as ¢ perfectly
$¢ wife and virtuous,” the charaéler and
condué? of one, who feems to have been
pofleffled with an incurable antipathy to
all that is called Rehgion; and who
ftrined every nerve to explode, fupprefs
and extirpate the fpirit of it among men,
that its very name, if he could effeét it,
might no more be had in remembrance?

¥ Life, &c. p. 47, et feq. '+ Life, &c. p. 6z



A Letter to Dr. Smith. =

3D
Are we, do yecu imagine, to be recon-
ciled to a charaéter of this fort, and fall in
love with it, becaufe its owncr was gusl/
company, and knew how to manage his
cards? Low as the age is fallen, [ will
venture to hope, it has grace cnoug' 1 Yot
left to refent fuch ufage as this.
~ You endcavor to entertain us with fome
pleasant conceits that were fuppofed by Mr.
‘Hume to pafs between himfelf and old
Charon. I'he Philofopher tells the old
gentleman, that ¢ he had been endeavor-
‘¢ ing to open the eyes of the public,”” aind
that he was ¢ correéting his works for a
* new edition,” from which great things
were to be expedted ; in thort, < If he
“¢ could but live a few years lun@,cr, Cand
¢¢ that was the only reafon why he would
“ with to do fo) he mlqht have the
¢ fatisfation of fecing the dowrial ¢t
¢ fome of the prevailing fyftems ot {upce-
¢ [titon*.”’
We all know fir, what the word Suncer-
ftition denotes in Mr. ITume’s vocabutliry,
* Life, &cop. 50, )
a’



14 A Letter to Dr. Smith.

and againft what rehgion his fhaftsarelevel-
led under that name. But, DoéorSmith, do
you believe, or would you have us beheve,
that it is Charon wkho calls us out of :he
world at the appointed time? Doth not
ne call us out of it, who fent usinto it?
Let me then, prefent you with a para-
phrafe of the Wifh as addrcfled to him to
whom it thould and to whom alone with
any fenfe and propriety it can be addrefled.
— 'hus it runs—

““ Lord 1 have only one reafon why
¢« 1 would with to live. Suffer me fo 10
¢ do, I moft humbly kefeech thee, yer a.
¢ little while, nll mine eyes fhall behold
¢ the fuccefs of my undertaking 1o over-
“ throw, by my meraphyfics, the faith
¢ which thy Son defeended from heaven
““ to plant, and toreot out the knowledue
and the love of thee from the earth.”
Here are no rherorical figures, no
11 uerboles, or exagperations. ‘L he mar-
tov is evenjo. 1 appeal. in the face or
t'e world, fir, to yourfcit, and to every
m:n, who cun read and underftund the

“



A Letter to Dr. Smith. 15

writings of Mr. Hume, whether this be
not, in plain honeft Enghth, the drift of
his p/nlosopby as it is called ; for the pro-
pagation of which alone he withed 1o live; ;
and concerning which you are pleafed to
fay coolly, ¢ men will judge varioufly,
““ gvery one approviag or condemning
‘¢ thele opintons, according as they hap-
“ pen to coincide or difagree with his

“own*.”” Our thoughts are verv natu-
rally carried back, upon this occafion, to
the author of the first philosophy, who
likewife engazed to open the eves ¢f the
Public—He did fo; but the only difcovery
they tound themfelves able to make, was
—that they were NAKED.

- You talk much, fir, of our philofopher’s
gentleness of manners, good nature, com-
passion,  generosity, charity.  Alas. i,
whither were they ali fled, when he fo
often fate down, cal:nly and dehiber arely,
" to obliterate from the hearts of the human
{pgcies, every trace of the knowicdge of

* Life, &c. ps §9.
a8



16 A Letter to Dr. Smith.

~God and his difpenfations; all faith in his
kind providence, and fatherly protection;
all hope of enjoying his grace and favor,
here, or hereafter; all love of him, and
of their brethren for his fake; all the
patience under tribulation, all the com-
torts in time of {forrow, derived from thefe
fruoitful and perennial fources? Did a good
man think himfelf able, by the force of
metaphyfic incantation, in a moment to
Llot the {fun out of heaven, and dry up
every fountain upon earth, would he
attempt to do it —Tully had but a faint
glimpfe of the country to which we are
all travelling ; yet, fo pleafing was any
the moft imperfe® and {hadowy proipeét
into futurity, that Tully declared, no
man thould ravith it from him*. And
furely, Tully was a philofopher, as well
as Hume. O had he feen the light that
fhoue upon Hume, he would not have

* Quod {1 in hoc erro; quod animos hominum
immortales efle credam, hbenter erro; nec mihi
hune errorem, quo delcttor, dum vivo, L\tO!‘unl'l
volo. De Senxkcrute, ad Fin.



A Letter to Dr. Smith. 17

clofed his eves againft it; had the fame
cup been offcred to him, he would not
have dathed it untafted from him!

‘“ Perhaps our modern fceptics are
“ yanorant, that without the belief of a
 Gnd, and the hope of immortality, the
‘“ miferies of human life would often be
““ infupportable. But can [ fuppofe them
¢ in a ftate of total and invincible ftupidi-
¢ ty, utter ftrangers to the human heart,
¢ and to human affairs? Sure, they suld
¢ not thank me for fuch a fuppofition.
“ Yet this I muft {uppofe, or 1 muft be-
¢ lieve them to be the molt cruel, the moft
¢ perfidious, and the moft profligate of
“ men. Carefled by thofe who call them.
¢ felves the great, ingrofled by the form-
“ alities of life, intoxicated with vaniy,

¢ pampered with aduladon, difipated in
¢¢ the rumult of bufinefs, or amidft the
¢ viciflitudes of folly, they perhaps have
¢“ little need and little relith for rhe con-
¢¢ folations of religion. But let them kuow,
¢“ that in the folitary {cenes of Iifc, there
< js many an honeft and tender hcam

é9

-~



19 A Letter to Dr. Smith.

¢ pining with incurable anguifh, pierced
¢« with the fharpeft fting of ditappointment,
““ bereft of friends, chilled with poverty,
“ racked with difeafe, fcourged by the
““ oppreflor, whom nothing but truft in
“ Providence and the hope ot a future
¢ reiribution, could preferve from the
““ agonies of defpan. And do they, with
““ facrilegious hands, attempt to violate
¢ this laft refuge of the miferable, and to
‘“ rob them of the only comfort that had
““ furvived the ravages of misfortunc,
“ mali acend tyranny? Did it ever hap-
¢ pen, that the influence of their execrable
¢ tenets difturbed the tranquiliity of virtu-
““ cus retirement, deepened the gloom of
“ human diftrefs, or aggravated the hor-
¢“ rors of the grave? Is it poflible, that
““ this may have happened in many in-
¢ ftences ¢ Is 1t probable, that this hath
¢ happened in one fingle inftance i——Ye
“ traitors to human kind, ye murdercrs
¢ ot the human foul, how can you anfwer
¢ for it to your own hearts! Surely, every
¢ {park of your generofity is extinguifhed
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A Letter to Dr. Smith. iy

for ever, if this confiderarion do not
awaken in you the keeneft remorfe,
and make you wifh in bitternefs of foul
—But I remonftrate in vain. Al this
muft have often occurred to you, and
been as often rejected, as utterly frivo-
lous. Could I caforce the prefent topic
by an appeal to your vamty, wmght
poflibly make (ome imprcdiion : but to
plead with you on the princples of
BENEVOLENCE, OF GENLRO-ITY, I3
to addrefs you in a languaze ye do not,
or will nbt underftand ; and as to thc
fhame of beino convifted of abturdity,
ignorance, or want of candor, ye have
long ago proved yourfelves fuperior to
the fenfe of it.—But lew not the lovers
of truth be difcouraged. Arhettin can-
not be of long coutinuance, nor is there
much danger of its becoming univertal,
The irflurnce of fome contpicuous
charadters hath breught 1t too much
into fathion ; which, i a thouphtlefs
and profligate age, it is no diflicult
matter to accomplith.  But when men



20 A Letter to Dr. Smith.

¢ have retrieved the powers of ferious
 refleftion, they will find it a frighiful

‘¢ phantom; and the mind will return glad-

¢ ly and eagerly to its old endearments.
¢ One thing we certaivnly know; the

¢ fathion of fceptical and metaphyﬁcal

¢ fyftems paffeth away. Thofe unnatural
¢« produdtions, the vile effufion of a hard

¢ and {tun’1 heart, that miftakes its own
¢ reftleflnefs for the a&ivity of genius,
¢ and its own captioufnefs for fagacity of
¢¢ underltanding, may,like other monfters,
¢ pleafe awhile by their fingularity 5 but
¢“ the charm is foon over; and the {uc-

~¢¢ ceeding age will be aftonithed to hear,
- ¢¢ that their fore-fathers were deluded, or

t« amufed, with fuch fooleries.”
You, fir, have read the preceding para-

~graph before 5 but this Letter may come

into the hands of many, who have not.
It is the alarm bell to the admirers of Mr.
Hume ; and thould be rung in their ears,
till fucceeded by the laft trumpet.

And now, fir, will you give me leave to
afk you afew queltions? Why all this hugry



A Letter to Dr. Smith. 21

and buftle, this eagcinefs to gratify the
pretended ¢ impatience of the Public *,”
and fatisfy it, that our philofopher lived
and died perfeétly compofcd and eafy?
Was there, tiien, any fufpicion in Scot-
land, that he might not, at times, be quite
fo compofed and eafy as he fhould have
been ¥ Was there any particular Book
ever written againft aim, that fhook lis
fyftem to picces about his ears, and
reduced it to a heap of ruins, the fuccefs
and eclat of which might be fuppofed to
have hurt his mind, and to have affected
his health? Was there any avtrhor,
whofe name his friends never dared to men-
tion before him, and warned all ttrangers,
that were introduced to him again{t doing
it, becaufe he never failed, when by any
accident it was done, to fly out into a
tranfport of paflion and iwearing t ¢ Was

¥ Preface to Life, &ec.

+ ¢ T was a man of mid difpofi: tons, of command
¢ of temper, little iufcepuh'e of enmi‘y, and ol gicat
¢ moderation in all my paffions.  L'ven my love of
¢ literary fame, my wlmb pathon, never fourcd my



%) A Letter to Dr. Smith.

it deemed neceflary or exnedient, on this
~account, that he thoull resrefent himfelf,
fa'ﬂ thir you ‘hould reprefent hin, to
Lave been perfeltly fecur= of the growth
and increafe of his philofoshic repararion,

as if no book had been written which had
imnaired it : it having been judsed muoch
eafier to diffemble the full of Dazon. than
to set him upon his stumps aga’n? 1 am a
South Briton, and, con'equen.ly, not ac-
- quainted with what pafles fo fur 10 the op-
pofite quarter. You, fir, can inform us how
thefe things are 5 and likewife, when the
great work ot bensvelence and charity, of
¢ temper.” Life. p. 32 Yet evea by what i~ faid
of the Reverends and Ripht Reverend\-—Bllhop
Warsurron. Bithop Hurp, the Zealots (hat 1s,
the Christians ) and of rhe refolution once tiken to
¢ change his name and feitle in France.”” beciufe
his writings did not meer with {uthcient encourage-
ment—by thefe circumitances, 1 fay, there {eems
to have been fomething of the irritible in ns
conftitation.  But thefe are trifles My quarry lies
not in this way, at prefent. 1 fly ar nobler game.
The atrocious wickednefs of "'ﬁ"nﬁng atheifm

through the land, is a fubjedt which conceras every
-bedy.



A Léf/er to Dr. Smith. 21

wisdom and wirtue, {hall be crowned by
the publication of a treatife defigned to
prove the souL’s MorTALITY, and ano-
ther, to juftify and recommend sELF
MURDER ; for which, who can doubt,
the prefent and every future age will biefs
the name of the gentle and amiable author!

Upon the whole, Door, your meaning
1s good; but I think you will not fucceed
this time. You would perfuade us, by
the example of David Hume E‘g. that
atheifm is the only cordial for low fpirits,
and the proper antidote againft the fear
of death. But, furely, he who can refleé
with complacency, on a friend thus mif-
em:ploying his talenrs in his life, and then
amufing himfelt with Lucian, Whift, and
Charon at his death, may f{mile over
Babylon in ruins; efteem the carth-quake
which deftroyed Lifbon, an agreeable
occurrence 3 and congratulate the hard-
encd Pharaoh on his overthrow in the

'Eed fea. Droliery, in fuch circumftances,
is ncither morz nor lefs than

Moodv Madrefs, laughing wild,
Amud leverelt woe.
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- Would we know the baneful and pefti-
lential influences of falfe philofnphy on
- the haman heari; we need only contem-
plate them in this moft deplorable inftance
of Mr. Hume.

Thefe fayings, fir, may appear harth;
but they are falutary. And if departed
fpirits have any knowledge of what is
pafling upon earth—that perfon wil lbe
regarded by your friend as rendering him
the trueft fervices, who, by energy of
expreflion, and warmth of exhortation,
fhall moft contribute to prevent his wri-
tings from producing thofe effe&s upon
mankind, which he no longer wifhes they
fhould produce. Let no man deceive
kimfelf, or be deceived by others. It is
the voice of eternal TrRuTH, which crieth
aloud, and faith to you, fir, and to me,
and to all the world—He that belicveth
on the Son hath everlasting life ; and he
that believeth not the Son, shall not see life;
but the wrath of God abideth on bim *.

* John ni 306.



A Letter to Dr. Smith, 29

By way of contraft to the behaviour
of Mr. Hume, at the clofe of a life paflcd
without GoD in the world, permit me. fir,
to lay before yourfelf, and the public,
the laft fentiinents of the truly learned,
judicious, and admirable H:.oker, who
had fpent bis days in the fervice of his
Maker and Redeemer.

After this manner, therefore, fpake the
author of the Ecelesiastical Polity, immedi-
ately before he expired—

¢“ T have lived to fee, that this world
‘ is made up of perturbations; and I have
“ been long preparing to leave it, and
¢¢ gathering comfort far the dreadful hour
¢¢ of making mv account with Gop, which
““I now apprehend to be near. And
¢« though I have, by his grace, loved him
‘“ in my youth, and feared him in mine
‘¢ age, and labored to have a confcience
‘“ void of offence towards him, and to-
¢¢ wards all men; yet, if thou, Lord!
¢ fhouldeft be extreme to mark what I
¢¢ have done amifs, who can abide it?
¢ And therefore, where I have failed,
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¢ Lord! fhew mercy to me; for I plead
‘¢ not my righteoufnefs, but the forgive-
« nofs of my uarighteoufnels, throush
¢ His inerits wi> died to parchife pardon
¢ for penitent finners.  Ant fince I owe
¢ thee a death, Lord! let 1t not be terrt-
¢¢ ble, and then take thine own time; I
< fubinit to 1it.  Let not mine, O Lord,
¢« but thy will be done!—Gop hath heard
«“ my daily petitions 3 for I am at peace
¢ with all wmen, and he is ar peace with
“ me. From fuch blefled affurance I feel
¢ that mward joy, which this world can
« nerther give, nor take from me. My
¢ confctence beareth me this witnefs; and
«¢ this witnels makes the thoughts of death
 joytaul. I could with to live to do the
«“ church more fervice; but cannot hope
¢ jr; for my days are paft, as a ihadow
¢ that returns not.”

His worthy Biographer adds—*¢ More
¢ he woild have fpoken, but his fpirits
¢ failed him 3 and, after a thort confli&
 between nature and death, a quiet fizh
“ put a period to his laft breath; and fo,
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¢ he fll afleep and now he feems to
¢ reft like Lazarus im Abraham’s bofom.
““ [Let me hiere draw his curtain, till, with
¢ the molt nlorious company of the patri-
¢« archs and apoltles, and the moft noble
““ariry of martyrs and conreflors, this
¢ molt learned, moit humble, mo't holy
“ man fhall alfo awake to reccive an
“ erernal tranquillity, and wirh ita preaer
¢« dearee of olory thaa common chriftians
“ {hdl be oade partakers of.”

Do&or Sauth, when the hour of his
departure hience thall arrive, will copy the
xample of the BerievER orthe insiniir,
as it liketh him beft. 1 moft frecly own,
I have no opinion of that reader’s head,
or heart, who will not exclaim, as I find
myiclf oblized to do—

Let MmE die the death of the richicius,
and [t My last end be like Dis !

I am, Sir,
Your very fincere
Wellewither, anld

ITumble Servant,

One of the People called CHRISTIANS.

[ o
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POSTSCRIPT.

AS it is poffible, fir, nay probable, thag
this littie tra&t, becaufe 1t 1s a liitle one,
mav be perufed by many, who have not
leifure or inclination to go through laree
volumes, and yer wilh to know what Mr.
Hume’s philofophical fyftem sy 1 fhali
here fubjoin. a {fhort, but comprehenfive
fummary of the doctrines which compofe
it, drawn up, fome few years ago, by
a learned gentleman, for his amu{cn‘cm,
with proper refercences to thofe partsof our
philofopher’s works, where fuch do&rines
were to be found.  And thoush I rcever
heard the compiler had the thanks of ¥,
Hume for fo doing, yet neither could 1
ever find, that he or his friends difputced
the fidclity and accuracy with which it
was done *,

* See Dr Beattie’s Effay on Truth, Fart I,
Ch. 1. Se@, I. and Part If1. Ch. II.
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A Summary of Mr. Humr's Doctrines,
Metaphysical and Moral.

OF THE SOUL.

That the foul of man is not the fame
this moment, that it was the laft; that
we know not what it is; that it 1s not
one, but many things; and that it is
nothing at all.

That in this foul is the agency of all
the caufes that operate throughout the
fenfible creation; and yet that in this foul
there 1s neither power nor agency, nor
any idea of either,

That matter and motion may often be
regarded as the caule of thought.

OF THE UNIVERSLE.

That the external world does not exift,
or at leaft, that its exiftence may rcafon-
ably be doubted.

‘That the univerfe exifts in the mind,
and that the mind does not exift,
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That the univerfe is nothing but a heap
of pereeptions, withyut a fubftance.

That thouzh a man could briay hinfelf
to believe, yea, and have reafon to belizve,
that every thiog in the univerfe proceeds
from fome caule; yet it would be un-
reafonable for him to believe that the
univer{e itfelf proceeds from a caufe. .

OF HUMAN KNOWLEDGE.

" That the perfc&xon of human know-
ledge 1s to doubt.

That we ought to doubt of every thing,
yea, of our doubts themfelves;-and there-
fore, the utmoft thar philofophy can do,
is to give us a doubtful folutwn of doubt-
ful doubsts ».

That the human underftandina, alting
alone, does entirely fubvert ifelf, and

* The fourth feCion of Mr. Huwe's Essays o
the Human Un'lmmnding, is called Seepical doubes
concerning the operations of the lnan understanding ;
and the fifcth {eion bears this title, Scepmm'bm*mn
of these doubis.
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prove by argument, that by argument
mothine can be proved. -

That man,m all his perceptions, altions,
and volitions, is 2 mere paflive machine,
and has no feparate exiftence of his ownj;’
temg entircly made up of other things,
ef the exiftence of which he is by no means
certain ; and yet, that the wature of all
thinss d,cpcnds fo much upon man, that
two and two could not be equal 10 four,
zor fire produce heat, nor the fun light,
without an a&t of the human undcrﬂand-
mg.

| oF GoD.
~ That it is unreafonable to believe God
to be nfinttely wife and' good, while there
se any evil or diforder in the univerfe.

"That we tave no good reafon to think
the univerfe proceeds from a caufe.

That as the exiftence of the external
world 1s queftionable, we are at a lofs to
find arguments by which we may prove

she cxiftence of the Supreme Being, or
any of his attributes.
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‘That when we fpeak of Power, as an
atribute of any being, God himfelf not
excepted, we ufe words without meaning.

That we can form no idea of power,
nor of any being endued wirh 1 power, much
less of one endued with infinite power;
and that we can never have reafon to
believe that any obje&. or quality of any
obje&t exifts, of whlch we can form "m
ldt:d *, |

OF THE MORALITY OF HUMAN ACTIONS.

That every human a&ion is neceflary,
and could not have bech different from
what it 1s. - o

That moral, intelle&ual, and corporeal
virtues are nearly of the fame kind—In
other words, that to want honefty, and

. * The poor prodigal Gentile. in the parable, was
hardly reduced to feed upon fuch Husks as thefe.
‘How good and how joyfe! a thing maft it be. for
“ane that has been fo reduced. to return to the houfe
of his heavenly Father, where there is bread enough
‘and to spare—t0 know the only true Gop, and Jrsvs
CurisT, whom he-hath sent !
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to want underftanding, and to want a leg,
are equally the objeéts of morai difappro-
bation. |

Thart adultery muft be pra&ifed, ‘if men
would obtain all the advantagcs of life; ;
that, if generally pra&ifed, it would in
‘time ceafe to be.fcandaious ; and that, if
pradtifed fecretly and frequently, it would
by degrees come to be thought no crime
at all *

Laﬁly, as the foul of man, according
to Mr. Hume, becomes every moment a
different being, ¢ or rather no being at
all,”” the confequence muft be, that the
crimes, ¢ if nothing can be a crime,”
committed by him at one time, cannot be
imputable to him at another t.

¢ ¢« The fame may be faid of murder, burglary,
* kidnapping, perjury, or any other modification of
“ matter, 10 waich fancy has attached the notion of
¢ crime,

“ Had the Doéor advanced this argument as s
¢¢ perfuafive to the acquirement of virtue, he would
¢ have done fomething.”

T My Enquiry concerring the Principles of
* Morals is of all m; writings, hiltorical, phxlofo-
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1 believe, Do&or Smith, the reader &
now fully prepared to enter into the fpir
of your concluding fentence, which there-

fore thall be nmne.

¢ 1 have always confidered Mr. Hume,
“¢ bothn his life-time, and fince his dcath‘

<« as approaching as neatly to the idea of
“¢ A PERIECTLY WISE AND VIRITUOUS

“4¢ maN, as perhaps the nature of human
< frailty will permit *.”’

#¢ phical, or literary, mtompamﬂ) the:zgsT.”” Life,
p 16

* « On David Hume’s priaciples, then, he who
¢ finds himfeif in a flate of the greateft vucertainty
.« has the greateft reafon to be fatisfied ; for then he

¢ 15 neareft the truth: confequently, Dawd Humels
¢ beft writings may be his worft, and vice verfa:
“ but folly and wifdom are judges cqua“} g"‘) e
¢t where nelt!u r the evidences aor the pleaden

# dependable.”
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- FANCY GOODS,

JUSY OPENING AT

DAVID ALLINSON’s BOOK-STORE,

BURLINGTCN.
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- THE beft affortment of Pen, Pruning, Sporif-
man’s and ccmmos, Krives hitherto expoted to fale
— fupetfine Drawirg and Carpenter’s Lead Pencils,
at very low rates ard extra quality—Tortoife-fhell
Combs of various parterns—Tooth Bruthes of fupe-
rior beauty and poodncfr—a few bottles of Durable
Ink—Motocco Pccket-Bocks. Needle and Spe@a-
cle Cafes, Purfes and Memorandum Fooks—Wove
Letter Paper of the prefled firefl texture, and alfo
Schovl-Bouk Paper of {uperior quality, at the ufual
rates—a few filver Tooth Picks— fine work Sciffors,
Razors and Strops—{fome fine Windfor Soap cheap
—an order of handfomic Gun Flints—a few gold
Warch Chains ard Keys, Breaft-Pins, Lock:ts,
Rings, Hat Buckles, &c.

Alfo. feveral interefting publications. juft from
the prefs, particularly charaéierifed in the Literary
Referier. He fubniits 1o the patronage of his valu-
able circle of fiicnds and cutiomers to publith by
fubfcription that excellent work entituled Sacr¥s
Biocraruy, including the Lives of the Patriarchs,
o Dcborab, Ruth and Hannah, and that of owus
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Blefled L.ord and Savicur ¥&-os Carist; the author
Henry Hunter, D. D, late of Loadon—to be com-
pleted in five oftavo volumes, with elegant new

- Frontifpiece engravings, on prefled paper of the

finelt quality.—a new, large and beautiful type—
{ubfcriptions taken at his Book-Store, where a few
fets of Elwood’s Sacred Hiftory will fhortly be
ready for fale at g dolls. complete.—Blank Books
and Books in great variety, with Statiooary for
Schools.—Country Stores fupplicd at the lowelt
tates and fhortelt notice.
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